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In-Use Modern Family Cemeteries

Two (2) in-use fenced family cemeteries were encountered during the archaeological survey of the project
area within an existing powerline corridor. Louise Lee. 82 years of age and grazing permit holder from
the area, has lived on the ridge southwe >f the marked graveyards since about 1965. Louise is the oldest
alive relation to the family cemeteries. " ¢ Navajo name for the ridge Louise resides on is called ya neel
kid (the hill that tapers down). Louise’s traditional use area for her graz g permit encompasses the
cemeteries. The fenced cemetery (Burial #2) « ssest to Louise’s home is at least 20 years old. Louise
stated it is where her late uncle Little J+ n Payton and his wife Bessie Payton are buried. Her late
grandmother Ateed fi bahi (Gray Girl) and her late Chei (maternal grandfather) John Payton are buried
there as well. They were of the Ashiihi (salt) and Deeshchii’nii (start of the red streak people) clans. Mr.
Morrelas T. Morez, originally from Gray Mountain, Arizona, is Louise’s husband. The fenced cemetery
(Burial #1) further northeast from ouise’s homestead belongs to Louise’s mother’s sister Janette
Francisco and her husband oy Francisco.  1eir son, Melvin Francisco, takes care of the house adjacent
to the cemetery. DCRM did not make contact with him or his brother Francis Francisco who lives at the
NHA housing near the chapter house according to Raquel Warner (Chapter Administrative Assistant).

Louise Lee requested that the cemeteries not be driven on. The cemeteries are within the cultural buffer
zone of the project area. In the area of both cemeteries, the powerline as been already constructed.
Management recommendations would have been to fence and avoid the cemeteries however no further
management recommendation are needed since the project’s undertaking would not occur in the area of
both cemeteries. In addition, the cemeteries are currently fenced properly because of the presence of
livestock. The current project’s undertakings would not present immediate construction near the
cemeteries. Avoidance, monitoring, and spanning of the in-use fenced cemeteries during future powerline
maintenance activities is the extent of management recommendations.

Evaluation of Significance

All cultural resources that were identified and recorded during the inventory are evaluated for significance
under certain federal statutes for 2 preservation and management of those resources. This process is
intended to ensure that cultural resources are not unconsciously destroyed by the proposed undertaking,
and to ensure that local communities are involved in the decisii  making process. Although the Navajo
Nation has enacted the Navajo Nation Cultural Resources Protection Act (NNCRPA), it has not instituted
regulations, nor is there a process to evaluate resources under this act.

The National Historic Preservation Act

Under the Section 106 process of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA; 36 CFR 60.4), cultural
resources may be eligible for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places if they are more than
50 years old and “possess integrity of location, design, setting, material, workmanship, feeling, and
association.” One or more of the following criteria (a-d) must be applicable:

a. associated with events thal ave made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history; or

b. associated with the lives of a person significant in our past; or

¢. embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or me od of construction, or that
represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or

d. has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

As defined in 36 CFR 60.4, cemeteries, rthplaces, or graves of historical figures; properties owned by
religious institutions or used for religious purposes; structures that have been moved from their original
locations; reconstructed historic.  buildings; properties rimarily commemorative in nature; and
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document addresses potential impacts and mitigation for the approval of the right of way. The
proposed land use of Indian trust land is managed by the Navajo Nation, and administered by
Bureau of Indian Affairs.

2.0 ALTERNATIVES

2.1 Alter iteSiteLo ions

Alternate alignments, of sufficient width and length at locations as convenient as the proposed
locations, are not available. Due to the size of grazing permitted areas needed to sustain livestock
herds, right of ways become impossible to acquire with respect to individual Indian allotments and
Navajo tribal trust lands. Open areas in the community are used for family subsistence on livestock
and the traditional family way of life. On adjoining land, individual Ir an allotment holders
generally try to retain their grazing allotments intact, and not to become fragmented. Holistic
grazing areas, on trust and allotted land, : needed to sustain livestock herds. Other power line
alignments at the other locations would become difficult to acquire.

An alternate site location, on trust land or allotments, would be subject to the same assessments,
approvals and clearance process as the preferred alternative. imerous archaeological
occurrences could render the other proposed sites unfeasible for the proposed use. Potential
grazing permit holders may reverse t r decisions and reject the alternate location.

2.2 No Action Alternative

If the no action altern ive is taken, the proposed long term right of way would not be approved.
The proposed electrical power line would not go as planned. Residents would be without electrical
service to their homes for some unknown time in the future. The ropose power line alignments
would not be elevated to a higher productive state. The approved chapter resolution and future
land board decisions would become moot.

2.3 Approval of the Preferred ternative

The preferred alternative involves approval of e propose right of ways, which would allow for the
construction of the proposed electrical power line. The proposed right of way locations, generally
on Indian a tment land, adjacent to existing roads would be the best alternatives. The proposed
power line is direct, designed at the shortest route, which would have the least amount of
environme! 1l impact. A forum for public involveme! in the decision-making process for the
project was provided. The Mariano Lake Chapter support resolution is attached as Appendix B.
The Land Board Comm ee of the Eastern Navajo Agency, and t| Resources and Development
Committee of the Navajo Council would review and recom 3nd a roval of the project. The
Eastern Navajo Agency, BIA, would provide final approval.
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(Iverson, P., 2002). The 2004 census of the Mariano Lake Chapter sets the total population at 870
people (NN DCD/LSRI, 2004).

In general, local housing conditions are good to excellent. 1 ployment and living standards of the
Diné People in the greater Mariano Lake area may be better than what may be considered averaged.
This is afforded because of the availability of educational opportunities and wage work available in
Mariano Lake, Gallup, and Crownpoint. Dwellings in the surrounding area have been built by their
owners and have two to three bedrooms. Modular homes in the area are a popular source of
improved housing for those who can afford to purchase them.

While unemployment is high throughout the Checkerboard Area, raising livestock has been a
sustainable economy in the past. Currently most residents in the Mariano Lake area are ranchers
and wage earners, working a various government and commercial jobs in nearby towns. Bureau of
Indian Affairs, Indian :a  Service, and the Navajo Nation are the major employers in the region.
Federal, and state government services, schools and major retail outlets are available in Gallup, and
Grants, New Mexico.

The retired elderly in the Checkerboard Area still carry on the ranching life style. Individual
allotments are relatively small and not large enough to sustain a viable operating ranch for the
entire family, however. The younger family members wish to be with their elders and have moved
back into the old homesteads; built their new houses on the ranch land, as the area provides a
better quality of ] : in contrast to apartment living in nearby towns.

wvironmental Justice
The Rocky Canyon Road Power Line roject will be for beneficial use of the Mariano Lake
Community. As indicated, the majority of the local po; tion is of Native American decent,
representing 99.4% of the population. The mandate of environmental justice on impacted
minorities and | ' income populations applies equally among the population, as the proposal will
benefit the population as a whole. The local grazing lease holder and private rancher has agreed to

e site location, has relinquished part of his land use area for the right of way. Mariano Lake
Chapter has approved a supporting resolution, see Appendix . In the future, the proposed power
line will be reviewed by the BIA for approval of the ri; tof way.

3.1.6 Land Use and Zoning
At an average elevation of 7,200 feet amsl, Rocky Canyon Road project is located on Indian

allotment, Navajo Indian trust lands, and Navajo fee land. The bulk of the proposed project is
located on Indian alli nent land, and is use rangeland. The adjacer Indian trust land is used for
rangeland and livestock production.

The area surrounding Mariano Lake, the land use is primarily rangeland and livestock watering
points. Ra. eland is the basic land use in the project area. For many years the land is used by the
local families for farming, home sites and domestic livestock grazing (sheep, cows and horses).
Earthen catchment basins are located throughout the project area. During the dry season livestock
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water is hauled from a nearby windmi by truck to livestock range locations. Cattle guards, metal
gates, roadway fences and access roads have been built for access to the homes, ranches, windmills
and ranch property.

Road construction and maintenance are provided by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and the Navajo
Nation DOT. Community Water Supply at Mariano Lake is operated by Navajo Tribal Utility
Authority (NTUA). Continental Divide Electric Cooperative, Inc. (CDECI) provides electrical power.

[ndian Trust Resources

The power line right of way acreage will be withdrawn for the electrical power line rights of way.
There are no other bankable assets, such as timber, fossil fuels, fossils, or valuable minerals on the
tracts, surface or subsurface.

3.1.7 Prime Farmland

Prime farm land is not known in the Mariano Lake area. There are no irrigated fields. Agriculture is
not the family life style in the project area. Livestock produ onandra :land is the primary land
use in the region.

3.1.8 Re ‘ation

Mariano Lake Chapter residents will travel to nearby C ola National Forest for an afternoon of
picnicking and fishing. Navajo Department of Fish and Wildlife designates the project area as a big
game hunting unit. NDF&W big game species incluc  leer, and elk.

Gathering - approximately every three to five years, vicinity pinyon trees in the region will yield a
bumper crop of pinyon nuts. Native people will or this crop for individual consumption. The
pinyon nuts would also be sold to local traders for cash.

Horseback riding is another recreational source, as horses and horse stables were observed.
“Chicken Pulls” or rodeos are also a trar  onal sport and form of outdoor recreation in the region.
Community rodeo grounds are located at Mariano Lake.

Outdoor recreation would come in relation to the traditional livestock raising to the people in the
vicinity of Mariano Lake. In contrast to their regular jobs, fence building, ranching, farming
activities v uld provide the ultimate form of outdoor recreation to the local fam es. This type of
outdoor recreation (life style) would provide the r ixation, at the same time feeling of
accomplishment, and family member reinforcement.

3.1.9 Traffic

Motorized traffic using 1e existing roads v 1 not be a factor during construction and operation of
the power line. The proposed power line is located in a predominantly rural setting. Traffic will
not be a significant factor in this proposed actir

3.1.10 Noise
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Other than roaming livestock, there are no previous industri uses of the area. The propose power
ine and adjoining property have never been used as a gas station, motor repair facility, commercial
orinting facility, dry cleaner, photo developing laboratory, junk yard or landfill, or as a waste
Treatment, storage, disposal, processing or recycling facility. The propose project does not contain
any damaged or discarded automotive or industrial batteries, pesticides, paints or other chemicals
stored or used). No fill dirt has been brought onto the property that originated from a
contaminated site. There is no evidence of leaks and spills of hazardous substance or spills of
petroleum products on the properties.

No Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Subtitle C hazardous waste sites, nor RCRA
Subtitle D, non-hazardous solid waste sites occur on or near the project area. No Toxic Substance
Control Act (TSCA) waste sites occur on or near the existing site. Hence, there will be no residual
hazardous effects on the proposed right of way.

3.2 Topography and Soils

Existing Conditions
Hosta Butte at 8,620 feet amsl dominates the rtheastern landscape. In the project area, dipping
cuestas of shale and sed entary rock is bisected by numerous tributaries that flow north to the
Rio Puerco wash. The Rio Puerco flows west. Land form in the project area, and north of Mariano
Lake, isch acterized as high ridges and hills at an average elevation of 7200’ amsl.

Soils on the proposed ri; t of way are generally from clays and shales. The Zyme-Lockerby Soil
Association is made up of “chammery” silty clay loam at 1 to 15 inches deep. The existing
grassland-Pinyon-Juniper Savannah is a positive indicator of deep silty clay loam soils. These soils
are gener: y free of any chemical adversity. Bedrock or par. t material exists at the C horizon at
15” to 20” de: . Parent soils of the C horizon contain clays, shale and sandstone of the Cretaceous
Formation (NRCS, 2017).

Effects
The propose project construction work or other related activities would not have impact on the
surface topography or soils in the project area. No impacts to the surface and natural groun ’soils)
in the vicinity of the proposed project.

Mitigation
The proposed power lines would not have any impact to topography or soils. No mitigation is
required to vicinity soils, or topography.

3.3 Water Resources and Water Quality

Existing Conditions
Land form in the Rocky Canyon Road area is characterized as high ridges and hills that dip north,
bisected by numerous tributaries that flow north to the Puerco River wash, normally dry most of
the year. Outcrops of the Lower Mancos Formation are of shale and sedimentary rock. Torrential






Descurainia obtusa, sun flower Helianthur annus and kochia weed Bassia hyssopifolia occur on
the site.

The fauna of the Juniper Savannah is somewhat diverse tt  that of other habitats. Mule deer
Odocoileus hemionus and elk cervus canadensis may roam the area in transit during te fall and
winter months. Other big game species, the black bear Ursus americanus and wild turkey
Meleagris gallopavo, are not found in the project area, as marginal foraging habitat exists. Mule
deer and elk may frequent the area during the cold winter months. Construction of the proposed
site in this residential and rural setting will not have an effect on the natural habitat necessary for
the continued surviv: of these species.

Most abundant small mammals include 1 «cktail jack rabbits Lepus californicus. mountain
cottontails Sylvilagus nuttalli, pinyon mice Peromyscus truei, valley gophers Thomomys bottae,
porcupines Erethizon dorsatum, Mexican woodrats Neotoma mexicana and Ord’s kangaroo rats
Dipodomys ordi.

Characteristic breeding birds of this ecosystem include common night hawks Chordeiles minor,
pinyon jay gymnorhinus cyanocephalus, Northern  ckers Colaptes auratus, Western kingbirds
Tyrannus verticalis, horned larks Eremophila alpestris, loggerhead shrikes Lanius ludovicianus,
sparrows Spizella p., grey-headed j \cos Junco hyemalis and common ravens Corvus corax.

Reptiles include striped plateau lizards Sceloporus virgatus, plateau whiptails Crnemidophorus
velox and short-horned lizards Phrynosoma douglassii.

Effects
The proposed project is located in arange 1dand hum  activity area. Existing houses are located
in the project area. Rangeland and livestock production is the dominant land use the project area (§
5.2). Local residents use the Rocky Canyon Road and adjoining avajo Route 49 to commute daily
to and from work. Construction traffic and local traffic noise would be low and frequent.

Mitigation
The single phase electrical powerline would be de: 1ed according to the avian protection on
power lines. The Na > Nation Raptor Electrocution Prevention Regulations, Navajo Council
Resource and Development Committee Resolution RCS-43-08, would be complied with to reduce
the unlikelihood of potential raptor electrocution. All single or three phase electrical power poles
and cross arms would follow the design standards to protect Golden Eagles and Ferruginous
Hawks. No other direct mitigation is recommended for the fa 1 species.

3.5 Threatened and Endangered Species

3.5.1 Federal Threatened and Endangered jecies

On April 4, 2017, a data response letter regarding Federal listed thre: 'ned and endangered species
and Navajo Tribal species of concern list was received from the Natural Heritage Program, Navajo
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Department of Fish and Wildlife. See Appendix A for the data response consultation.

3.5.1 Existing Conditions

‘Nith respect to the NHP consultation, a 2ld survey of the Rc y Canyon Road Power L e Project
‘~vas conducted May 1, 2017. The field survey was conducted to determine existing condition of
~ildlife h: itat (cover, shelter/nesting activity, watering, forage condition & space), current land
1se and impacts of human activity, and possible project mitigation. The eld survey also included a
reconnaissance of wetland resources. ' @ entire proposed project area was covered during
pedestrian and roadside surveys. No ESA listed species or potential critical habitat, that would
warrant special management consideration, were found in‘ :proposed project area.

With regard to the Navajo Natural Heritage Program consultation letter April 4, 2017 one Federal
ESA species was listed on the data request, the Zuni Rhizome Fleabane - listed as threatened. The
proposed project is not expected to affect any federally listed species in the project area.

3.5.1 Effects-Table 3
Table 3 illustrates t U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service Endangered Species Act listing. The table
describes the species existing condition/habitat requirements, species effects, and occurrence.

Table 3. Federal ESA Species Listed in Consultation with the Navajo Natural Heritage Program,
Navajo Department of Fish & V! fe.

FLORA

Zuni Rhizome Fleabane Erigeron
Zuni Rhizome Fleabane | rhizomatus (ESA T, NESL G3) is | NP - Habitat not present and species
Erigeron rhizomatus typically found on fine textured clay | unlikely to occur within the project
(ESA T, NESL G3) soils on hillsides of mid to high | area. The plant species was not

elevations of 7,000 to 8,300 feet. It is | present duringthe fie. surveys.
known to inhabit clay soils derived
from the Chinle Formation in the Zuni
and Chuska M. atains, and to similar
clays of the Baca Formation in the Datil
and Sawtooth ranges in New Mexico
(NNHP, 2008). On the Navajo Nation
the species is found on the slopes of the
Chuska Mountains from Lukachukai
and west of Red Valley, Apache County,
Arizona south to Navajo in [cKinley
County, New Mexico.

The Rhizome Fleabane was not found on the project right of way or zone of influence during the
field surveys. Initii field surveys indicate T&E species are not present on the proposed right of
way, therefore potential use of marginal habitat by the species would not be loss. The proposed
project would not cause an incremental loss of potential nest g, cover and forage habitat of
terrestrial SA flora and fauna species. Approval of the proposed ri t of way would not have a
long termed adverse effect on the species, as the species are not present on the proposed project
area.
3.5.1 Mitigation-Avoidance






abundance, would serve as prey r the

raptor.

Peregrine Falcon Falco
peregrinus (NESL G4)
delisted from
endangered

Natural foraging habitat surrounding
nest site must support populations of
their preferred prey. Foraging habitat
includes support populations of their
preferred prey. Doves, pigeons,
waterfow! and small birds are their
preferred forage.

NS - Habitat is marginally suitable,
but species is not suspected to occur
within the project area. The action
area contains large expanses
pinyon/juniper & sagebrush
woodland that may not be suitable
for foraging & nesting, as the rodent
prey base is not present. The specie
was not present during the field
surveys.

Ferruginous Hawk
Buteoregi s (NESL
G3)

Nests are located in badlands, flat or
rolling desert grasslands, and
desertscrub. Most nests on Eastern
Navajo Agency are on pinnacles, small
buttes, or short cliffs; fewer are placed
in tops of juniper trees or on the
ground. Foraging habitat for the hawk
include populations of prey animals:
cottontails, jack rabbits, and prairie
dogs. The hawk is a year around
resident of the Navajo Nation; most
breed in northwestern New Mexico,

NS In an area of moderate human
activity and noise, no Ferruginous
Hawks or nests were found along the
proposed right of way or zone of
influence. Previous and existing land
uses (residential clusters, small farm
plots, livestock grazing and
transportation corridor) of the
property has rendered the right of
way unsuitable for hawk nesting.

Burrowing Owl Athene
cunicularia (NESL G4)

The owl found in dry, open, short-
grass, treeless plains. inhabits
grassland shrub-steppe dominated by
mixed grasses. Casual vagrant to
prairie dog ¢  nies, occupying
abandoned holes in grassland biomes
at 6,200-6,400 feet ams], the owl rarely
dig their own burrows and are
typically associated with prairie dog
colonies. Use areas that include shrubs
such as fourwing saltbu  and
rabbitbrush, the owl also inhabits
human-modified landscapes, such as
golf courses and parking lots.

NS - Habitat suitable but species is
not suspected to occur within the
project area. No large prairie dog
colonies or st grassland occur within
the project or action area. The
proposed action alterr  ve would
have no effect on the listed NESL owl
species or their habitat.

Northern Leopard Frog
Lithobates pipiens
NESL G2

Species requires wetland and aquatic
habitats. It inhabits wet meadows and
fields bordering springs, slow streams,
marshes, bogs, ponds, canals, od
plains, reservoirs, lakes, and is usually
found near permanent water with roote
aquatic vegetation.

K - Known, aocumented observation
within project area. The action area
contains an open mix-conifer & o
forest. Suitable wetland or riparian
habitat, the aquatic habitat for the
frog is not present on the propose
project area. The species was
present during the field surveys.
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required for all species, including threatened and endangered species. The seed mixture could
contain forbs and shrubs that would present suitable habitat. This indirect mitigation is
recommended for all fauna and ora on the proposed right of way, including ESA and NESL species.
WNatural vegetative cover can be restored over time.

The single phase electrical powerline would be designed according to the Avian Power Line
nteraction Committee’s Reducing Avian Collisions with Power Lines: The State of the Artin 2 2
‘APLIC/U.S. F&WS, 2005). In addition, the single | ase electrical powerline would be designed
according to the avian protection on power lines. The Navajo Nation Raptor Electrocution
Prevention Regulations, Navajo Council Resource and Development Committee Resolution RCS-43-
)8, would be complied with to reduce the unlikelihood of potential raptor electrocution. All single
or three phase electrical pow: poles and cross arms would follow the design standards. No other
lirect mitigation is recommended for the fauna species. The proposed power line project should
10t impact any threatene £ endangered species or their habitat.

3.6 Migratory Bird Treaty Act- Birds
Existing Conditions

Migratory birds and their habitats are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) (16
USC §703-712) and EO 13186. All federal agencies are required to consider management impacts
to protect migratory non-game birds. Executive Order 3186 calls for increase efforts to more

lly implement the MBTA. In 2008, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) list of “] ds of
Conservation Concern” was reviewed, specifically as they pertain to the Colorado Plateau
physiographic area. The area indicates there are 27 avian species occurring on the southern Rocky
Mountains and Colorado Plateau. See Table 5.

Most priority bird species occur on the USFWS, Division of Migratory Bird Management “Birds of
Conservation Concern 2008”. The Service designates the Southern Rockies / Colorado Plateau
region as Bird Conservation Region | which the Navajo Indian Reservation and Eastern Navajo
Agency are included.

Effects-Table 5
Although migratory birds could potentially occur in the : a, none were observed during the
environmental site visits. With respect to Table 5, the proposed construction would have no
significant effect on the migratory bird species or their habitat. The proposed action alternative
would result in a short-term and small scale loss of vegetation due to construction. No permanent
loss of native vegetation is anticipated at the project area. Eolian deposits of native seed from the
undisturbed vegetation would also help to propagate native plant species.

Once the habitat has reestablished, wildlife and migratory bird species would be expected to return
to the area. To avoid any potential effects to migratory bird species or migratory bird habitat, the
construction of the pr ¢t would take place outside the nesting season. No long-term loss of
vegetation or wildlife habitat is expected. As a result, the proposed replacement action would have
no significant effects on migratory bird species.

Kocky Lanyon Koad Fower Line Project knvironmental ASsessment, WUF 4/5/4 rage L7/
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A\

i Burrowing Owl

Inhabits grassland shrub-steppe

Little conflict

Athene cunicularia dominated by mixed grasses. Casual anticipated. Low
vagrant to prairie dog colonies,
L occupying abandoned holes.
Lewis’'s Woodpecker Inhabits woodland forests of pine-oak. | Little conflict
Melanerpes lewis Nests  »ak cavities and pine snags. anticipated. Low
B Forages and stores acorns and insects.
Willow Flycatcher Inhabits brushy habitats in wet areas; | No suitable habitat.
Empidonax traillii also in pastures, mountain meadows. Zero
Gray Vireo Found in juniper savannah and open No suitable habitat.
Vireo vicinior JP woodland, with scrub component. Little conflict Low
Inhabits mountains and chaparral- anticipated.
] juniper scrubland.
Pinyon Jay Juniper Savannah, woodland, pine-oak | A multi ecosystem
Gymnprjomus ecosystems associated with high open | inhabitant, little Low
cyanocephalus habitats w/ openings, scattered trees conflict anticipated.
| or shrub components.
Juniper Titmouse Inhabits juniper-pinyon woodland. No suitable habitat.
Baeolophus ridgwayi Zero
Veery Inhabits dense moist woodlands and No suitable habitat.
Catharus fuscescens streamside thickets. Casual in the Zero
I Southwest.
Bendire’s Thrasher Brushy desert shrub, especially areas | No suitable habitat.
Toxostoma bendirei of tall vegetation, cholla cactus, Zero
creosote bush and yucca.
Grace’s Warbler Inhabits coniferous or mixed forests Suitable habitat present|
Dendroica graciae of southwest mountains, especially Little conflict antici- Low
yellow pines. Usuz - forages high in pated
the trees.
Brewer’s Sparrow Inhabits mountain meadows and Little conflict antici-
Spizella breweri sagebrush flats. pated Low
Grasshopper Sparrow Inhabits moderately open grassland No suitable habitat.
Ammodrai s habitats, with patchy bare ground, and Zero
savannarum avoid areas with extensive shr
cover. Feeds and nests on ground.
Chestnut-collared Long- | Inhabits upland grassland, generally No suitable habitat.
spur found in dense grass; gregarious in fall Zero
Calcarius ornatus and winter.
Black R h Inhabits high mountains, rocky Project area may
Leucosticte atrata summits, alpine cirques and contain suitable Low
snowfields; winters in open country at | habitat.
lower elevations, spreading onto the
plains.
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Brown-capped Rosy Inhabits high mountains, rocky Project area may
Fi h summits, alpine cirques and contain suitable Low
Leucosticte australis snowfields; winters in open country at | habitat.
lower elevations, spreading onto the
plains..
Cassin’s Finch Woodland Ecosystem. Snecies Project area may
Carpodacus cassinii inhabits evergreen woo: nds. contain suitable Low
habitat.

Mitigation of Migratory Birds
"The proposed project constructio would have no significant effect on the migratory bird species or
their habitat. NNDF&W policy mandates th: prior to construction the proposed ac rity would
1require a preconstruction survey of potential nesting birds on the tract, should construction occur
during the breeding season. Any rd nests found within the proposed project area will be reported
-0 the NDF&W biologist for appropriate mitigation prior to construction activities.

The activity will minimize e possibility of unintentional t: e of migratory birds. The proposed
zonstructi would involve vegetative disturb ce (brush and tree removal). Construction
Activities from May 15 to July 31 will not be permitted without a migratory bird nest survey. If any
active nests are located v hin the proposed pr. :ct area, projects activities will not be permitted
Antil written approval by NNDF&W biologist. The operator will monitor any active nests located
from a nest survey.

In conclusion, Federal ESA listed T&E species and NESL Species of Concern are not present on the
existing and power line right of way. The species are unlikely to be present on the right of way due
to the absence of habitat: cover, forage, and nesting habitat requirements. The existing power line
and immediate vicinity is disturbed by human activity. At various project construction intervals in
the project area has resulted in an atypical vegetative cover and disturbed soils, as various intervals
of grading and uncontrolled grazing were implemented. Suitable species habitat is not for d
within the proposed project area or adjacent to the existing roadway.

3.7 Esthetics and Visu xsources
Existing Conditions
Unlike other federal public lands, no regional esthetics or visibility studies have been conducted or

designated in the project area. However, regional esthetics and visibility in the project area can be
considered to be good.

Effects
The proposed project is not located on public lands within an area designated under any federal

classification. The Native American People consider their lands as sacre because of the traditional
cultural property, historic tradition, sensitivity, scenic quality, and distance. The tribe would not
allow degradation to even those lands containing the least amount of valued esthetics and visual
resources, which basically do not exist on tribal lands. After construction, the visual modificat 1
would contain the power line, which level of change may be visible, but should not attract attention

Continental Divide Electric Cooperative, Inc.,, Grants, New Mexico




long-term. During construction, impact to esthetics and visual resources in the project area will be

moderate and short-term; visual impacts would be low during operations and maintenance.
Mitigation

No direct mitigation is proposed for esthetics and visual resources.

3.8 Cultural Resources

Existing Condition
Jinetahdoo Cultural Resource Management, LL.C of Farmington, New Mexico conducted the project
Archeological field survey and crafted a field inventory report entitled: A Cultural Resource
'nventory of the Proposed Rocky Canyon Powerline Project in Mariano Lake, McKinley County, New
Mexico for Continental Divide Electric Cooperative (W.0. #47574). A Cultural Resource Compliance
Form, NNHPD Number HPD-17-878, has been created for this undertaking, as shown in Appendix C.

As part of the archeological inventory, interviews regar: g traditional cultural properties (TCPs)
were conducted with the local land users and chapter officials.

Effects
Effects/Conditions of Compliance are indicated on the Cultural Resource Compliance Form, and
recommended in the cultural resource eld 1 rentory report. No historic properties would be
affected at site NM-Q-27-! if the compliance conditions were followed:
1) Prior to any construction, the site boundary will be flagged and/or temporary fenced.
2) No construction, equipment or vehicular traffic wi be allowed within the site boundary.
3) All f re maintenance activities shall avoid the site by a minimum of 50 feet from the site
boundary.

Traditional cultural properties (TCPs) #565, #248, and #148 were identified near or within the
proposed power line right of way and noted in the report.
Mitigation

The project sponsor acknowledges the following st. :ment w 1 respect to cultural resources
durii construction: In the event of the discovery [‘discovery” means any previously unidentified or
incorrectly identified cultural resources; including but not limited to archaeological deposits, human
remains, or  ations reportedly associated with Native American religious/traditional beliefs or
practices] all operations in the immediate vicinity will cease and the Navajo Nation Historic
Preservation Department will be notified at (928) 871 . _98.

4.0 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS AND CONSIDERATIONS FOR SELECTION OF THE PREFERRED
ALTERNATIVE

Cumulative effects are effects of the project in consideration with other past, present, or reasonably
foreseeable projects in the local area. There are no pa.  projects that resulted in identifiable long-
term effects having a cum  tive relationship with the effects of the proposed project.

In the future, there would be no other roposals or other right of way applications planned in the
reasonably foreseeable future in the area. The proposed lease application action will not have
significant impact on the human environment. The aj roval of the requested use area would have
minimal effect on the resource use patterns in the project area. The grazing permit holders would
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relinquish trust land and allotted land to the development. It is the practice of the government to
compensate the traditional land user for the grazing resource loss.

_limate change results from the incremental addition of greenhouse gases a (GHG) emissions from
millions of individual sources, which collectively have a large impact on a global scale. Climate
change is a particularly complex challenge given its global nature and the herent
‘nterrelationships among its sources, causation, mechanisms of action, and impacts (CEQ, 2016).

In regard to cumulative impacts on regional air quality and climate change from greenhouse gas
2missions, the lack of scientific tools designed to predict ¢ nate change on regional or local scales
imits the ability to quantify potential future impacts of the proposed project. Analyzing
Ireenhouse gases emission and the effects of climate change relevant to a proposed action -
sarticularly how climate change may change an action’s effects of a propose project - is currently
10t available. The propose action, construction of a  w power line, is not listed among the
standard of performance for new stationary source in accor ince with 40 Code of Federal
Regulation part 60, National Ambient Air Quality Stand 1 (NAAQS, CAA, 1990).

5.0 COMPLIANCE WITH ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS AND EGULATIt S

Clean Air Act, as amended and recodified (42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.) Compliance. The | )posed
| dject is not expected to violate any Federal air quality standards and would not degrade the
attainment of air quality objectives of the air shed.

Clean Wat« Act § 402 Compliance. The nvironmental Prote on Agency administers Section 402
of the Clean Water Act (formerly the Federal Water Pollutic Control Act). Operators are normally
required to obtain all necessary permits and approvals for projects requiring CWA permits prior to
any disturbance activities.

Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) Compliance. No Federally sted species
or their habitats have been identified in or near the project area. ESA requires all federal
departments and agencies to conserve threatened and endangered species and the habi s on
which they depend, and to consult with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), on all actions
authorized, funded or carried out by the agency to ensure that the action will not kely jeopardize
the continued existence of any threatened and endangered species or adversely modify critical
habitat. Special management species (NESL) habitat has been identified as Raptor Sensitive Area.
CDECI will implement measures to avoid impacts to the species during construction.

Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management Compliance. This order directs all Federal
agencies to avoid to the extent possible the adverse effects associated with the modification of
floodplains, and to avoid support of floodplain velopment wherever there is a practicable
alternative. Floodplains would have no effect on the proposed project, as shown in Section 3.1.11.

Executive Order 12898 Environmental Justice Compliance. The order directal :deral agencies
to identify and address disproportionate adverse effects of their programs, polices, and activities on
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Compliance Form, NNHPD Number HPD-17-878, has been created for this undertaking, as shown in
Appendix C.

CDECI conducted consultation with the Navajo Department of Fish and Wildlife, Navajo Nation. The
consultation would assure mar ted protection of Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) and
Navajo Endangered Species L (NESL) threatened and endangered species. The Navajo
Department of Fish and Wildlife website was consulted for the Biological Resources Land Clearance
Policy and Procedures. A NDF&W-NHP concurrence letter and a Biological Resource Compliance
Form, at Appendices D, is created for the project.

0 CONCLUSIONS

This Environmental Assessment addresses the proposed action relative to the existing conditions,
potential effects, and mitigation for the power line construction, on the Navajo Indian lands. The
preferred alternative is reasonable. Impacts to the environment would be non-significant and
short-term. The approval of the requested use area would have minimal effect on the resource use
patterns in the project area. There would be no cumulative adverse effects of the proposed project.
The proposed action would not significantly affect the quality of the human environment; no
significant impacts have been identified in the development of this environment assessment.
Therefore, furtherance of an environmental impact statement developmer will not be required.
CDECI construction and operations of the proposed power line project is recommended.

9.0 LIST OF PREPARERS / CONSUI ATION: D COORDINATION
This environmental assessment was prepared by Mr. Leonard Robbins, PES, Denali Environmental
Services, P. 0. Box 1127, Fort Defiance, Arizona 86504, denali1946@msn.com.
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