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Sponsor of proposed legislation hereby withdraw my

sponsorship of the proposed legislation. The legislation

tracking numberis _ @&/ —/°S.

If there are any co-sponsors, they may re-sponsor the same
bill by beginning a new legislation.
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LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY SHEET
Tracking No. O\i0i—\S

DATE: May 7, 2015

TITLE OF RESOLUTION: PROPOSED STANDING COMMITTEE RESOLUTION;
AN ACTION RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT; APPROVING THE
LAND WITHDRAWAL OF 10.00 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, OF NAVAJO NATION
TRUST LANDS FOR GANADO CHAPTER VETERANS AND SENIOR CITIZENS
CENTER TO DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN THE VETERANS AND SENIOR CITIZENS
CENTER LOCATED AT GANADO, NAVAJO NATION (APACHE COUNTY,
ARIZONA)

PURPOSE: Approving the withdrawal of 10.00 acres for Veterans and Senior Citizens Center
located at Ganado, Navajo Nation (Apache County, Arizona).

This written summary does not address recommended amendments as may be provided by the standing
committees. The Office of Legislative Counsel requests each Council Delegate to review each proposed
resolution in detail.
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PROPOSED STANDING COMMITTEE RESOLUTION
23" NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL -- First Year, 2015
INTRODUCED BY

/Oﬂ/l/ Tog SyerHE

(Prime Sponsor)

TRACKING NO. (O\\¢ { \S
AN ACTION
RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT;
APPROVING THE LAND WITHDRAWAL OF 10.00 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, OF
NAVAJO NATION TRUST LANDS FOR GANADO CHAPTER VETERANS AND
SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER TO DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN THE VETERANS

AND SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER LOCATED AT GANADO, NAVAJO NATION

(APACHE COUNTY, ARIZONA)

BE IT ENACTED:
Section One. Findings
A. Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. §501 (B)(2), the Resources and Development Committee
of the Navajo Nation Council has authority to give final approval of all land
withdrawals, non-mineral leases, permits, licenses, rights-of-way, surface
easements and bonding requirements on Navajo Nation lands and unrestricted
(fee) land. This authority shall include subleases, modifications, assignments,
leasehold encumbrances, transfers, renewals, and terminations; and
B. Pursuant to Ganado Chapter Resolution No. GCR-71012-2, the Chapter
recommended the approval of the withdrawal of 10.00 acres of land located
within the Ganado community vicinity to establish a new senior center and
Veterans Memorial Park, attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit A;

and
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C. The proposed withdrawal consists of 10.00 acres, more or less, of Navajo Nation
Trust Land located in the East Half (E1/2) of Section 28, Township 27 North,
Range 26 East, G&SRM, Ganado, Apache County, Arizona and is more
particularly described on the map attached hereto and incorporated herein as
Exhibit B; and

D. The Navajo Land Department has obtained the consents of the affected land
users (grazing permittees) attached hereto as Exhibit C; and

E. All environmental and archaeological surveys and studies have been completed
and received appropriate clearances attached hereto and incorporated herein by
this reference. The Navajo Nation Fish and Wildlife Biological Resources
Compliance Form is attached as Exhibit D. The Ganado Chapter Veterans and
Senior Citizen Center Environmental Assessment is attached as Exhibit E. The
Cornfields Chapter Cornfields Junction Development Parcel packet containing
Chapter Resolutions, Consent Forms, Survey & Land Descriptions,
Archaeological/Cultural  Resource  Inventory  Report,  Environmental
Assessment, and other supporting documents is attached as Exhibit F.

Section Two. Approval of Land Withdrawal

A. The Resources and Development Committee of the Navajo Nation Council
hereby approves land withdrawal of 10.00 acres, more or less, of Navajo Nation
Trust Lands for the Ganado Chapter Veterans and Senior Citizens Center at
Ganado, Apache County, Arizona. The location is more particularly described
on the survey map attached hereto as Exhibit B.

B. The Resources and Development Committee of the Navajo Nation Council
hereby authorizes the President of the Navajo Nation to execute all documents

necessary to effectuate the intent and purpose of this resolution.
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GANADO CHAPTER R-71012-2
P.O. BOX 188 EXHIBIT
GANADO, AZ 86505

TELEPHONE: 928-755-5920

Py

Laveona George Walter Jones Richie Nez Alton Shepberd - S —
President Vice-President Secretary/Treasurer  Council Delegate feyff Gragh drdunator
" 7 o

RESOLUTION OF THE
GANADO CHAPTER

Trust Lands for a Community Development to Establish a New Senior Center and a
Veterans Memorial Park at Ganado, Arizona comprising of 10 Acres.

WHEREAS:

1 Pursuant to 11 N.N.C. Section 10 and 2 N.N.C Section 4028(a) and (f),
the Ganado Chapter is a duly certified Chapter of the Navajo Nation with the authonty to
review and recommend all matters concerning chapter land use planning, including an
obligationi to make available land in the community for projects of benefit to the
communty or to the Navajo Nation as a whole, and

2. The Ganado Chapter is a growth community and has all the potential for
{:‘“ improvement for quality of hiving by developing a community development; and
3 The Ganado Chapter has taken the initiative and approved 10 acres of

Navajo Tribal Trust Lands for a Community Development located on the east side of
Arizona Department of Transportation Maintenance Yard, Ganado Anzona, and

4. The Ganado Senior Center is currently in operation in a double wide
mobile home since November of 1994 The Semor Center wants to expand into a larger
multi-purpose building to accommodate a seating capacity of 200-400 people.

5 The Semor Center will accommodate five (5) acres of Navajo Tribal Trust
lands to build on with a parking lot.

6. The Famuly of Isabelle Shondee wants to establish a Harry Shondee, Jr
Memorial Park consisting of five (5) acres of Navajo Tnibal Trust land, the family also
proposed a multi-purpose building for the local veterans.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1 The Ganado Chapter hereby endorses and affirms its support of the proposed

™
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Community Development for 10 acres or Mavajo Tnbal Trust Lands located on the east
side of Arizona Department or ~ransportazon. —anado, Arizona.

2. The Ganado Chapter requests che ~avajo Nation to do any and all things
necessary, advisable or incigentai to carry out che purpose of this resolution consistent
with Navajo Nation and Federa: laws

CERTIFICATION
We hereby certify :nar -he -’?oregomg resolution was duly considered by the
Ganado Chapter at a duly cailled meenng a1 Zanado Chapter, Navajo Nation (Arizona) at
which a quorum was present ana same vas nassed by a vote of 27 in favor, 0 opposed

and 1 abstained, this 10th dav of

Motioned by  Vince James
Seconded by Ambrose Shepnera

e Vo

Laveena V. George, President
Ganado Chapter Administratuon
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EXHIBIT

C_

FIELD CLEARANCE CHECKLIST

This form covers only damages and compensation to individual land users. It doesn't
cover consideration or other fee to the Navajo Nation. (use back if necessary to

complete this form).
1. Project Identification: ,
Application: Ganado Chapter

Type of Project: Land Withdrawal _
Community Development to Establish a Senior Citizen

Purpose:
' Center and a Veterans Memorial Park
Location: Ganado, Apache County, Arizona
2. Amount of land affected; 10 acres
3. Land Status: Trust: XX Fee: Other:
4. List names of all individuals whose land use rights will be affected by the
proposed project.
Name Census Number Type of Land
Use Right
1. Carolyn Holmes o GP# 17-37-77
2. Julia Holmes GP# 17-12-07
3. Isabel Shondee GP# 17-15-97
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
5. Are all the land users with claims to the affected lands as shown in Branch Land
Operation records included in the list in item 4? _ Yes
6. Have the Grazing Committee or Land Board Member (which ever appropriate) for
the affected area confirm land user list in item 4 by signing acknowledgement

below. Yes

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

| acknowledge that due notice was given to the affected community of the
proposed project, and according to my records and to the best of my knowlgdge,
the list of the individual in item 4 includes all land users who have land use rights

in the affected lands. L -

(#0042 # /75

Date: Grazing Committee/Land Board Member Dist. No.
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NNDFW Review No. 14PERM-06

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES COMPLIANCE FORM
NAVAJO NATION DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
P.O. BOX 1480, WINDOW ROCK, ARIZONA 86515-1480

It is the Department’s opinion the project described below, with applicable conditions, is in compliance with Tribal
and Federal laws protecting biological resources including the Navajo Endangered Species and Environmental Policy
Codes, U.S. Endangered Species, Migratory Bird Treaty, Eagle Protection and National Environmental Policy Acts.
This form does not preclude or replace consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service if a Federally-listed
species is affected.
PROJECT NAME & NO.: Ganado Chapter Veterans Memorial Park & Senior Citizens Center
DESCRIPTION: The Ganado Chapter proposes to build a Veterans Memorial Park and Senior Citizens Center on a
+10-acre site. The project includes: two multi-purpose buildings, parking lots, garden, walking paths and a Veterans
Memorial Monument.
LOCATION: Section 28, T27N, R26E, Ganado, Apache County, Arizona
REPRESENTATIVE: Permits West, Inc. for Harry Yazzie, CSC, Ganado Chapter
ACTION AGENCY: Navajo Nation and Bureau of Indian Affairs-Navajo Region
B.R. REPORT TITLE / DATE / PREPARER: EA - Ganado Chapter Veteran's Memorial Park & Senior Citizens
Center/24 SEP 2014/Permits West, Inc.
SIGNIFICANT BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES FOUND: Area 4. Community Development Area.
POTENTIAL IMPACTS

NESL SPECIES POTENTIALLY IMPACTED: NA

FEDERALLY-LISTED SPECIES AFFECTED: NA

OTHER SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS TO BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES: NA
AVOIDANCE / MITIGATION MEASURES: NA
CONDITIONS OF COMPLIANCE*: NA
FORM PREPARED BY / DATE: Pamela A. Kyselka/01 OCT 2014
COPIES TO: (add categories as necessary)

L] ]

2 NTC § 164 Recommendation: Signature Date
XlApproval /
[_IConditional Approval (with memo) ' /9 4¢
[IDisapproval (with memo) Gloria M. Tom, Director, Navajo Nation Department of Fish and Wildlife
[JCategorical Exclusion (with request letter)
[JNone (with memo)

I

9
'S

C:\old_pc2010\My Documents\NNHPABRCF_2014\14PERM-06.doc

Page 1 of 2
NNDFW -B.R.C.F.: FORM REVISED 12 NOV 2009
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*1 understand and accept the conditions ot compiiance. and acknowledge that lack of signature may be grounds for
the Department not recommending the above aescribed oroject for approval to the Tribal Decision-maker.

Representative’s signature Date

C:\old_pc20 10\My Documentss\NNHPABRCF_2014\14RERM-06.doc
Page 2 0of 2
SNDFW -8 R.CF. FORM REVISED 12 NOV 2009
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CONSENT 3
(Waiver of compensation for damages)

CONSENT TO USE
NAVAJO TRIBAL LANDS
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
I, Julia Holmes hereby grant consent to the Navajo Nation and the Bureau of
Indian Affairs to permit of 10 acres

to use a portion of my land use area for the following purpose(s):
Community development for constructicon of Senior citizen and

Velterans Memorial Park within Ganado Cth{'er

as shown on the map showing the location of the proposed project on the back of this consent form.

I hereby waive any rights I may have to compensate for the diminishment in value of
my land use rights as a result of the above-referenced project as proposed.

REMARKS:

1)2) 12 " e ' 17-12-07

Date: L@H Users Signature (or thumb print) Census No.  Permit No.
Vi il i, ﬁ%’i@ (wap/ (75~
Date: /" Grazing Committee or Land Board Members District No

Acknowledgement of Field Agent

I acknowledge that the consents of this consent form was read / / or fully explained / /to the land user
in Navajo/ / or Englishbz check /wh's)re applicable).

Field Agent Signature
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CONSENT 3
(Waiver of compensation for damages)

CONSENT TO USE
NAVAJO TRIBAL LANDS

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

I, carolvn Holmes _ hereby grant consent to the Navajo Nation and the Burgau of

Indian Affairs to permit of 10 acres

to use a portion of my land use area for the following purpose(s): _
Community Development for construction of Senior Citizen Center and

Veterans Memorial Park within Ganado Chapter.

as shown on the map showing the location of the proposed project on the back of this consent form.

I hereby waive any rights I may have to compensate for the diminishment in value of
my land use rights as a result of the above-referenced project as proposed.

REMARKS:

W ?=-2e212 @M%M% ) o /7"52‘77

Date: Land Users Signature (or thumb print) Census No.  Permit No.

/A J 97 hoisr QS)LI (A L5
Date: éfazing Committee or Land Board Members District No

Acknowledgement of Field Agent

I acknowledge that the consents of this consent form was read / / or fully explained / / to the land user
in Navajo / / or English &(checlgdﬁh?re applicable)

Field Agent Signaturé/




) CONSENT3

(Waiver of compensation for damages)

CONSENT TO USE
NAVAJO TRIBAL LANDS

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

I, Isabel ;shondee hereby grant consent to the Navajo Nation and the Bureau of

Indian Affairs to permit of 10 _acres

to use a portion of my land use area for the following purpose(s):
community development for construction of Senior Citizen Center and

Veterans Memorial Park within Ganado Chapter.

as shown on the map showing the location of the proposed project on the back of this consent form.

I hereby waive any rights I may have to compensate for the diminishment in value of
my land use rights as a result of the above-referenced project as proposed.

REMARKS:

/)2 L /7 /5=y

Date: Land Users Signature (or thumb print) Census No.  Permit No.

N s 4 M M 75
Dadte: Grazing Committee or Land Board Members District No

Acknowledgement of Field Agent

I acknowledge that the consents of this consent form 85 read / / or fully explained / / to the land user

in Navajo / / or English /;_cyd}nere applicableY.
) X

Fiéld Agent Slgnaturd
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSME

FOR

GANADO CHAPTER
VETERAN’S AND SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER

On Navajo Tribal Trust Lands
Prepared for:

Harry J. Yazzie
Community Service Coordinator
Ganado Chapter
P.O. Box 188
Highway 264
Ganado, Arizona
86505

September 24, 2014

Prepared by Permits West, Inc.
Santa Fe, New Mexico

PERM!E S WE ST, e,

_PROVIDING PERMITS for LAND USERS

;'«'347 Verano Loop, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87508 (505) 4668120

EXHIBIT
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1. Introduction

Ganado Chapter plans to build a */steran’s ana Senior Citizen’s Center (Center) on a ten acre site
in Ganado, Apache County, Arizona { “roposed ~Acticn). The Center will serve seniors and
Veterans in four communities within a 20 miie radius of Ganado. Two multi-use buildings will
be constructed. The buildings wiii eaci oe approximately 6,000 square feet each and will provide
parking, kitchens, beds, bathrooms and showers. zame/actlwty rooms, health care space and
office space. A garden, walking parhs. ana a /steran’s memorial monument are also planned for
the Center. The proposed Center wouid e iocarea cn Navajo Nation Tribal Trust lands. The
multi-use Center will be funded v tae Mavajo Nanon and the Ganado Chapter. The Chapter is
also looking in to funding a shuttle 0 neip communiry seniors get to and from the Center and/or
to deliver meals to seniors in remare or iSOlated [ocarons.

The Ganado Veteran’s and Semor Cirizen Cenrer “vill be located in Section 28, T. 27 North,
Range 26 East, just south of US _21/SR 2564, ~ccess to the facility will be from an existing
NTUA road west of the Proposea ~ction area : Agpendix 1 and 1A).

1.1 Purpose and Need

Currently, seniors and veterans :n ‘5anage and surrounding communities are lacking in an
adequate Senior Center faciiity that can meet tneir needs as a multi-use facility. The small
Senior Center at the Ganade Chaoter :s :umpty asufficient to serve the growing number of
seniors and Veteran’s in the “anaao Chapter and surrounding communities. Many seniors
are living in remote areas ana are reiuctant 0 come into town for fear that they may not be
able to get back home (e.g. .o :nciement weatiier). The multi-use Center will provide refuge
in the form of a warm meal seds. snowers. 2na community support. It will also serve as a
gathering place for friends ana ‘amily mempers. A comfortable gathering place will help
strengthen family and communirv reiations. mportant events for seniors and veterans will
be held at the Center. These =venrts may inciuae health care clinics, recreation events (e.g.

Bingo Night), holiday evems. ina regu tariy scheduled meals. The Center will provide
similar benefits to veterans and wiil aiso serve as a place to honor active, retired, and fallen
Navajo Nation armed forces servicemen.

1.2 Conformance witii applicapie Land Use Plans and Other
Environmental Assessmienis

This EA addresses the potential :mpacts :mposea on surrounding resources by the Proposed

Action. Impacts are presemec :n 2 sie-specific basis as required by the National
Environmental Policy Act 'MEPA;. is amenced (NEPA 1969). The proposed project will
not be in conflict with any ccal countv. -r :ate plans. The Ganado Chapter will file a

~avajo Tribal Utility Authority for power and

right-of-way (ROW) apphmum mn
he “anaco Chapter has filed an application for a land

road access to the proposed carer.
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withdrawal from the Navajo Nation Land Office for the 10 acres of land that will be used
for the Center.

1.3 Federal, State, or Local Permits, Licenses, or Other Consultation
Requirements

FDSGI will be required to comply with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act (NHPA). Cultural Resources Field Inventories were collected and have undergone
NHPA review and consultation with the Navajo Nation Historic Preservation Department
(NNHPD). The Cultural Resources Compliance Form (CRCF) is attached as Appendix 6.

The Navajo Nation Department of Fish & Wildlife (NNDFW) Natural Heritage Program has
been consulted with respect to species of concern that are known to occur, or that have the
potential to occur, within the area of the Proposed Action (Appendix 3). Species of concern
listed by the NNDFW will be evaluated in Section 3 of this document and in the Wildlife
and Plant Survey Reports attached as Appendices 4 and 5, respectively.

The Proposed Action will excavate an area larger than one acre; therefore, the construction
project will be subject to National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit
requirements. The construction operator will develop and file a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for the site and obtain a permit from the USEPA NPDES

Program prior to commencing construction.

Additionally, the Ganado Chapter is required to:

» Comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations.

« Obtain the necessary permits for construction of the buildings and facilities, power lines,
water lines, sewer lines, and other utilities required for the operation of the Center.

2. Alternatives Including the Proposed Action

2.1 Alternative A - No Action

The No Action alternative would mean that the seniors and veterans living in Ganado and
surrounding communities would continue to use the current Senior Center facility which is
not adequate to accommodate the number of seniors and veterans needing assistance in the
form of meals, a place to stay overnight, nor of adequate size to accommodate additional
services such as medical, recreational, or community activities. No veterans would be
honored for their services, nor would they have a place to gather and receive services. No
additional funding would be available for shuttle services to help seniors and veterans get
meals when they are unable to travel, or to get them to and from the proposed Veteran’s and
Senior Citizen Center.
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2.2 Alternative B - Proposed ~ction

Ganado Chapter proposes to scnstruct “wo acproximately 6,000 square foot buildings that
would serve seniors and vererans on . J acres o7 Navajo Tribal Trust Land located in Section
28 , T. 27 N, R. 26 E.. 2 Sanaco. -pacze County, AZ. The buildings would be
constructed of cinder block ana wood FTaming. ¥ithin each building, there would be rooms
for kitchens, sleeping areas. -estrcoms and sinowers, office space, activity spaces, and
storage space. The buildings wouid e suiit with up to date plumping, electric, and water
utility service as well as energy =tficient neatng and cooling. In addition to the buildings,
the facilities would require 2 comemec carkimg ot with approximately 30 spaces. Walking
paths and a small garden/park with a “/steran's memorial monument or plaque would also
be included in the construction sians. ~he semior center and Veteran’s facility would be
accessed from US 191, locatea just north of srovosed facility location. Power and water are
located within the right-of=way (ROW) of US 191/SR 264, adjacent to the Proposed Action
area. Ganado Chapter would fiie a XCW agreement with the Navajo Tribal Utility Authority
(NTUA) to access the utilities Tom the existing afrastructure along US 191.

All access to the Facility wouid be Tom a constructed driveway which will originate from
an unnamed NTUA road west of the Proposed Action area. The road/driveway and parking
area will be located on the west naif ¢t the {0 acre parcel and the buildings will be located
on the east half. The estimared quranon Tom start of construction to the completed Center is

6 months to a year.

Tabie 2.1: Land Ownership Summary

Land Ownership | _ocarion Total Area
Navajo Nation zasrt ¥4 Section 28, T. 10.00
Tribal Trust 27 ™orth. X. 26 East ’

TOTAL ; i/a 10.00

Grading and leveling will be necessary o orepare the project area for the two buildings and
parking area. Vegetation wiil be Slaced off the construction site. Efforts will be made to
minimize tree removal and unnecessary vegetarion and soils disturbance.

Construction will only be nzerformed when ‘he soil is dry enough to adequately support
construction equipment and veiucies. “hen e soil is too wet (ruts more than six inches
deep), construction will be postoonea unui conditions improve.

2.3 Reclamation

Most of the disturbed areas curside =1 “ne >uilding sites will be restored as closely as
possible to their original condition upen :omptetion of construction. Some areas may be
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seeded with native plants and/or ornamental flowers or trees to enhance the landscape.
Reclamation measures will include ripping compacted and disturbed areas at least 12 inches
deep with the contour, harrowing, applying a native seed mix as prescribed by the BIA or
Ganado Chapter, and mulching. Noxious weeds would be controlled in accordance with
Navajo Nation Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) requirements.

2.4 Alternatives Considered But Not Analyzed In Detail

One other location was considered for a Senior Center and did not include a Veteran’s
memorial. The site was a 2 acres site within the Ganado Chapter complex. It was
determined that the site would be too small and would not allow adequate space to meet
Senior’s and Veteran’s needs. No other significant issues were identified for the present
location of the Proposed Action during the following activities:

e On-site inspections;
e Cultural Resources Inventory;
e Threatened, Endangered, and Special Status Species Surveys; and the

e Review of NNDFW species of concern known to occur or with the potential to occur in
the project area.

Therefore, no further alternatives other than the No Action Alternative were considered.

3. Description of Affected Environment

This section describes the environment that would be affected by implementation of the
alternatives described in Section 2. Aspects of the affected environment described in this section
focus on the relevant major resources or issues. Only aspects of the affected environment that
are potentially impacted are described.

3.1 Air Resources

The proposed project is located in Apache County, Arizona on Navajo Nation Tribal Trust
land. The US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), Region IX, and the Navajo
Nation Environmental Protection Agency Air Quality Control program are responsible for
administering air quality regulations on Navajo lands in Arizona. The Navajo Nation Air
Quality Control Program (NNAQCP) is responsible for the implementation and enforcement
of the Navajo Air Pollution Prevention and Control Act (NAPPCA) (Navajo Nation Council
2004).

Air resources include air quality and climate. The USEPA has the primary responsibility for
regulating air quality, including seven nationally regulated ambient air pollutants. Air
quality is determined by atmospheric pollutants and chemistry, dispersion meteorology, and
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terrain; and also includes =ppiications o>f zoise, smoke management, and visibility.
Greenhouse gas (GHG) emussions. sucia as carpon dioxide (CO;), methane (CHs4), nitrous
oxide (N,O), water vapor. and several race gases, can affect air quality (USEPA Apr.
2013).

Climate is the composite of zeneraily crevailing weather conditions of a particular region
throughout the year, averagea over 2 series <1 years. GHGs also affect climate. Through
complex interactions on a ziobal scaie. "G =missions may cause a net warming effect of
the atmosphere, primarily by decreasing the a2mount of heat energy radiated by the earth
back into space. Although GHG levels have varied for millennia (along with corresponding
variations in climatic conditions;. :naustriaiization and burning of fossil carbon sources have
caused GHG concentrations ¢ increase measurably, and may contribute to overall climatic
changes, typically referrea ic zs giopai warming (USEPA Sep 2013). GHGs are not
regulated by the USEPA. iowever. -umate g important to consider because it has the
potential to influence renewanie ang zon-renewable resource management.

Air Quality

The primary sources of air soilution are dust Tom blowing wind on disturbed or exposed
soil and unpaved surfaces ‘z.z. zirr :oads;. and exhaust emissions from motorized

equipment.

Air quality in the area near :ne sroposea croject is generally good and is not located in an
area designated by the USEF A as a “aon-attainment area” for any listed pollutants regulated
under the Clean Air Act (UZ22A Juiy 20130

The USEPA’s Inventory 01 JE Greennor use ¢ =as Emissions and Sinks found that total U.S.

GHG emissions were OVer .. ’7ii1ion metric ‘ons and that total U.S. GHG emissions have
increased by 8.4% from 1990 o 2011 E missions decreased from 2010 to 2011 by 1.6%
(108.0 million metric tons CZ, Zc.:. ~he aecrease was due to a decrease in carbon intensity

of fuels consumed to generate =iectricity ¢ due o a substitution of coal use by natural gas and
an increase in hydropower use:. 1nd retarively nild winter conditions. (USEPA Apr. 2013)

Since 1990, U.S. emissions nave mcreasea at an average annual rate of 0.4 percent (USEPA
Apr. 2013). Tt is likely, then. rhat ieve:s of these GHGs will continue to increase. But, it is
hoped that the rate of increase wiil ~ontime o slow as greater awareness of the potential
environmental and economic costs associatea with increased levels of GHGs result in
behavioral and industrial adaptations.

Climate
The average global temperature has 11 pout 1.4°F (0.8°C) from 1880 to 2012. The
m

i ap
continued increase in GHG ieves : _Emn s atmosphere assures a long-term rise in global
temperatures. On the current course of HG :ncreases, scientists expect each successive
decade to be warmer than the nrevious cne : zansen 2013).
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In 2007, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) predicted a warming of
about 0.2°C per decade for the next two decades, and then a further warming of about 0.1°C
per decade (IPCC 2007). The National Academy of Sciences (NAS) believes that the need
for urgent action to address climate change is now indisputable and it has called on the
(G8+5 nations to seize all opportunities to coordinate their simultaneous work on the climate
and economic agendas (NAS 2009).

A report on climate change by the U.S. Government Accountability Office (USGAO) found
that, "federal land and water resources are vulnerable to a wide range of effects from climate
change, some of which are already occurring. These effects include, among others: 1)
physical effects such as droughts, floods, glacial melting, and sea level rise; 2) biological
effects, such as increases in insect and disease infestations, shifts in species distribution, and
changes in the timing of natural events; and 3) economic and social effects, such as adverse
impacts on tourism, infrastructure, fishing, and other resource uses” (USGAO 2007). 1t is
not, however, possible to predict with any certainty regional or site-specific effects on
climate relative to the Proposed Action and subsequent actions. ‘

3.1.1 No Action Alternative
3.1.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Under the No Action Alternative, the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to air resources would occur.

3.1.2 Proposed Action

3.1.2.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Air Quality _

1. There will be a short-term (approximately 6 months to a year) increase in
dust during construction of the Proposed Action. This impact would
subside when construction is completed and disturbed areas are reclaimed.

2. There will be a minor, short-term increase (approximately 6 months to a
year) in local combustive emissions from operating vehicles and earth
moving equipment.

3. There will be a minor long-term impact to air quality from building
emissions and motorized vehicles coming in'and out of the Center.

Climate
No quantifiable umpacts to the climate are anticipated as a result of the

Proposed Action.
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3.1.2.2  Mitigation

]. The construction company 2ired for the job will apply water for dust
control, if necessary.

2. Surface disturbance and venicular traffic will be limited to the approved
locations to reauce compustive emissions and dust.

3. The construction company il ensure that all final building inspections
comply with the NAPPCA, JSEPA’s Clean Air Act, and all applicable
state and local reguiarions.

4. Construction vehicies and squipment will be equipped and maintained for
proper emussIon cOntrol

3.2 Cultural Resources
A cultural resource survey was oertormmed 1 the project area April 10, 2014. A
determination of “no historic smperﬁes atfected” was made. The Cultural Resources

Compliance Form is attachea as s ppendix 3.

3.2.1 No Action Ailfernarive

Pt

3.2.1.1 Direct and Indirect £ifects

Under the No Action A
constructed and no direct
occur.

Alternarive, the project would not be approved or
>r ‘nairect impacts to cultural resources would

3.2.2 Proposed Action
3.2.2.1 Direct ana Indirect Effects

The potential exists 7o impact undiscovered or improperly inventoried cultural
resources that may ve discoverea during construction of the Proposed Action.

3.2.2.2 Mitigation

Any cultural and/or naieontoiogical resource (historic or prehistoric site or
object) discoverea during the “roposed Action by the construction company,
or any person woriking on their cenalf, will be immediately reported to the
NNHPD at (828} 87'-7148. 1nd rc any other necessary agencies. The
construction company wui suspena all operations in the immediate area of
such discovery untii approvai t¢ sroceed is issued by the NNHPD. An
evaluation of the discovery witl s¢ made by the NNHPD archaeologist to

S
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determine appropriate action to prevent the loss of significant cultural or
scientific values.

3.3 Environmental Justice

Executive Order 12898 requires federal agencies to assess projects to ensure there are no
disproportionately high or adverse environmental, health, or safety effects on minority and
low-income populations (1994). Minorities comprise a high percentage of the population
residing on the Navajo Nation.

3.3.1 No Action Alternative
3.3.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Under the No Action Alternative, the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to environmental justice would
occur.

3.3.2 Proposed Action
3.3.2.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide services to senior citizens
and veterans that live in Ganado and several surrounding communities.
Seniors and veterans living on Navajo Nation lands in the vicinity of the
Proposed Action are considered a minority and could potentially represent low
income populations. A positive direct effect of the Proposed Action will be
the availability of important services for seniors and community strengthening
for the entire community of Ganado and surrounding communities. The
Proposed Action is not located on public lands and the area is not used for
wood gathering or hunting. If there are any grazing permits in the area, the
permitees will be contacted. Negative direct effects to minority or low-
income populations include a slight increase in activity and noise disturbance
during construction activities.

3.3.2.2- Mitigation
There are no mitigations for Environmental Justice as the Proposed Action is

an overall positive effect for minority and low income populations. Regarding
an increase in noise disturbance, see Section 3.8 Noise, below.

3.4 Floodplains

5&55&’52’/1apter Veteran''s and Senior Citizen Center EA Page 8




According to the Federal Emergency “anagement Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate
Map, the Proposed Action s nort iocatea within a floodplain (FMSC FEMA 2014). The
closest floodplain would be aiong the Puenio —olorado Wash approximately 0.25 miles east
of the project area. The !anascape in "ne sroject area is comprised of high desert scrub
intermixed with grassland 2ana oockets of sinyon-juniper woodland. Topography is
generally represented by rolling hiils, mesas. and badland formations.

3.4.1 No Action Alternative
34.1.1 Direct and Indirect Lifects

Under the No ~ction Alternarive. the project would not be approved or

constructed and no direct or mairect impacts to floodplains would occur.
3.4.2 Proposed Action
3.4.2.1 Direcy and Inairect Effects

The Proposea ~Action is not iocatea in a 100-year floodplain. Therefore, no
impacts to flooaniains are anricipated.

3.5 General Topograpnyv/Surface (-eology

The Proposed Action area is iocated n ‘sanado. Arizona. Topography in the project area is
represented by rolling hills. adlanas. Sroken escarpments, slopes, and drainages. The
Proposed Action area is located on the ‘ower siopes of Hubbell Hill, a distinctive, oblong
topographic feature with an eievation o7 3400 feet and resistant sandstone outcroppings
along the rims of its upper siopes {Figure :*. This feature will provide a pleasant visual
backdrop to the Center.
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Figure 1. Looking south from the Proposed Action area at Hubbell Hill

Geology in the project area is represented by the Chinle Formation. This formation was
deposited by a large river system and is comprised of conglomerates and sandstones, as well
as colorful mudstones that often erode into badlands formations (AZGS 2014).

Within the Proposed Action area, soils are loose and sandy. There is a high percentage of
bare ground. Several small drainages cross the project and drain generally to the southeast
towards the Pueblo Colorado Wash. Elevation within the project area is fairly constant at
about 6350 feet.

3.5.1 No Action Alternative
3.5.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Under the No Action Alternative, the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to general topography and
surface geology would occur.

3.5.2 Proposed Action
3.5.2.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

. A direct effect to the natural topography of the project area will result
from construction of the Veteran and Senior Citizen’s Center, including
the two buildings, driveway, and parking lot. The project area will have to
be leveled, filled, and graded to support the two buildings, the parking
area, and the driveway.

2. The construction process and resulting completion of the Center would
result in a permanent change of the topography in the project area.

3. Temporary indirect effects include loss and displacement of soil, and loss
of potential native plants seed banks from the construction area.

3.5.2.2 Mitigation

1. Surface disturbance, including the construction zone, heavy equipment
and vehicular traffic will be limited to approved locations to reduce the
area of disturbance.

2. Disturbed areas will be reclaimed pursuant to Section 2.3. Reseeding will
help prevent soil loss and seed bank disturbance/loss.  Successful
reclamation will likely take two to three years. Reclamation may include
ornamental landscaping plantings as 'well as native plants. ‘
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3. Use of BMPs mciuaing sediment barriers, water to control dust, and
proper drainage control ¢ rsduce sediment loading and soil loss into
adjacent areas.

3.6 Invasive, Non-native Species

1999). None of these 17 species were ooserved within the project area. The full Plant

There are seventeen species isied on e =IA Navajo Noxious Weed List (USDI OSM
Survey Report is attached as ~ppenaix =.

’s]
<
&
T
i

3.6.1 No Action Altermarive
3.6.1.1 Direcr and Indirect Eifects

Under the No ~ction Altermatnive. the project would not be approved or
constructed ana aic airect or mndirect impacts to invasive, non-native species
would occur.

3.6.2 Proposed Action
3.6.2.1 Direct and Inairecr Lifects

Noxious weeds may pecome sstabiished in disturbed areas within the
Proposed Action area.

3.6.2.2 Mitigation

1. Any disturoea areas wiil be seeded with an approved seed mix.

2. The consiruction company wiil make every effort to ensure that noxious
weeds do =nor soread over daisturbed areas. If noxious weeds become
established wirhin “he Prooosed Action area, the construction company or
Ganado Chaoter 'wiil conract tne Navajo Nation EPA Pesticides Program
for a list oT anproved heroicides and applicators.

3.7 Land Use

The Proposed Action is locatea on Mavajo _ribal Trust lands. Current land uses within 0.5
miles of the Proposed Action area imciuae existing power lines and utility corridors; paved
highway, dirt, and two-tracx roaas: sewage 'reatment ponds, rodeo grounds, a National
Historic Site (Hubbell Trading ~ost), businesses, homes and nearby structures (e.g. corrals
and outbuildings), and grazing .ivestocik. ~“here are no farmlands in the Proposed Action
area.
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3.7.1 No Action Alternative
3.7.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Under the No Action Alternative, the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to current land uses would occur.

3.7.2 Proposed Action
3.7.2.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

1. The Proposed Action will affect 10.00 acres of Navajo Tribal Trust Lands.
2. Short-term impacts will come from land clearing for the two buildings,
parking lot, and driveway in to the Center.

3.7.2.2 Mitigation

1. Reclamation of the Proposed Action as stated in Section 2.3 will replace,
vegetative cover around the Center with native and ornamental plants
through seeding and transplanting. Successful reclamation of native
vegetation is expected to take two to three years if seeds are used. Direct
transplants may improve and shorten the reclamation process.

2. If grazing permits are identified in the project area, the permittees will be
contacted to gain written permission for use of the land as part of this
project.

3.8 Noise

Noise is not currently regulated or managed by the Navajo Nation. The Proposed Action is
in a semi-rural location and is not in any designated Noise Sensitive Area. Ambient noise in
the vicinity of the project area comes from traffic along SR 264/US 191, activities at the
nearby local chapter house (which includes outdoor concerts and eveunts), businesses, and
homes. The most likely receptors of noise generated from the Proposed Action construction
will be local residents and businesses.

3.8.1 No Action Alternative
3.8.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Under the No Action Alternative, the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or indirect noise impacts would occur.
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3.8.2 Proposed Action
3.8.2.1 Direct and Inairect Zifects

1. Noise wiil be generatea as cart of construction activities associated with
the Proposec Action.

2. Noise wiil be an ongomg <riect once the Proposed Action is operating.
Traffic and human activiry wiil add to the general noise level in the area.

3.8.2.2  Mitigarion

1. Constructicn wiil be conducied during daylight hours and will be limited
to approved locations.

2. Vehicular rratfic -viil oe -sstricted to approved areas and will not exceed
what is mecessary ©or the construction and maintenance of the Proposed
Action.

3. Noise associated with construction activities will cease after
approximareiy six montis to 2 year. Once construction is complete and
operation negms, zoise will oe a long term effect within and adjacent to
the project area due to traffic and human activity at the Center.

3.9 Public Health and Safety
It is expected that the only seopie rhat wowd be in the vicinity of the Proposed Action
during construction are the construction workers and inspectors. After the Center is
constructed, public health and safery <oncerns would be directed to the seniors and
community members that are using the suudings. parking areas, and grounds.
3.9.1 No Action Aiternative
3.9.1.1 Direct and indirect Lffects
Under the No ~cuion Alternartive. she project would not be approved or

constructed and no cirect or mdirect impacts to public health and safety would
occur.

3.9.2 Proposed Action
3.9.2.1 Direct and Indirect Effects
Risks to the pubiic issociated vith the construction of the Veteran’s and

Senior Citizen s  enter inciuae wiidfire, increased traffic on public roads
during construction. ‘ire ana expiosion, spills of vehicular or construction
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equipment fluids, potential air emissions exposure, bodily injury from falls,
use of heavy equipment, and tools, and potential electrocution.

Risks to the public associated with the completed Senior Center would include
fire, falls, electrocution, parking area collisions, and other common human
oriented accidents. ‘

3.9.2.2  Mitigation

1. Only approved areas will be used during construction to minimize hazards
to workers and the general public.

2. All applicable laws, regulations, and policies will be followed during
construction activities, or while responding to any emergency. Spills from
vehicle or construction equipment will be cleaned immediately and
thoroughly.

3. BMPs and appropriate Occupational Safety and Health Administration
standards and guidelines will be implemented to minimize negative effects
to public health and safety.

4. The construction site would be inspected regularly by the foreman and by
third party inspectors to ensure a safe work environment and proper
installation of potentially hazardous infrastructure, utilities, construction
materials as well as proper use of equipment and tools.

5. Once the Center is complete and in use, safety equipment and designs
would include fire extinguishers, first aid kits, AED devices, properly
marked exits, smoke alarms and fire extinguishing systems, exit signs and
building escape routes, clearly labeled instructions for using utilities (e.g.
heating and cooling), handicap ramps and railing, clearly marked
sidewalks and parking areas, and lockable closets or lockers for storing
potentially hazardous materials such as cleaning supplies or medical
equipment and pharmaceuticals.

3.10 Soils

The Proposed Action area crosses two soil types: the Aquima-Hawaikuh silt loams, 1-5
percent slopes and the Rizno-Tekapo family-Rock outcrop complex, 2-45 percent slopes.
The Aquima soils are found on stream terraces on valley floors. These soils were formed in
fan and stream alluvium derived from sandstone and shale and/or stream alluvium derived
from sandstone and shale. These are well drained soils with no frequency of flooding or
ponding. Ksat (capacity of most limiting layer to transmit water) is moderately high to high.
Depth to restrictive feature is more than 80 inches.

The Hawaikuh soils are found on stream terraces and fan terraces. These are also well
drained soils with no frequency of ponding or flooding. Parent materials are fan and stream
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alluvium derived from sandstone and shaie. Zepth to restrictive feature is more than 80
inches. Ksat is moderately iow 10 moderately nigh. Runoff class is high [Web Soil Survey,

2014].

Rizno soils are found on structurai bencnes on escarpments. These soils were formed in
colluvium and slope alluvium over resicuum weathered from sandstone and/or colluvium
and slope alluvium over residuum weatherea Fom limestone. These are well drained soils,
and depth to restrictive fearure :s 10-12 :ncnes (ithic bedrock). Runoff is medium and Ksats
are moderately low to high. Teoth :c wwater -able is more than 80 inches. There is no
frequency of ponding or flooding. The Tekanc family of soils are found on escarpments and
were formed in slope alluvium and coiluviun: Sver residuum weathered from shale. Depth to
restrictive feature is 10-20 inches {paraiithic sedrock). These are well drained soils with
very high runoff. There is no Tequency ot ficoding or ponding. Ksat is moderately low to
moderately high and depth to warter rabie 1s more than 80 inches [Web Soil Survey, 2014].

3.10.1 No Action Altermative
3.10.1.1 Direct and Indirecr Zffects

Under the No Action Altermative. the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or inairect impacts to soils would occur.

3.10.2 Proposed Action
3.10.2.1 Direct and indirect Effects

1. Soils will be structuraily reduced and mixed, exposed to the elements of
wind and water zrosion. and compacted on and around the construction

site.
2. Due to wind 1nd -water. :he soils will be subject to an undetermined
amount af =rosion until vegetaton is established.

3.10.2.2 Mitigation

1. Successful reclamatian of the 2roposed Action outlined in Section 2.3 will
help to reduce {ong-ierm negafive impacts to soils. Re-seeding will reduce
sediment icaging bHv zrapiizing the soil. Successful reclamation is
expected to rake two 1o three vears.

2. Use of BMPs as outlined in Section 2.2 will also help reduce impacts to
soils.

3.11 Threatened, Endangered. and Special Status Species

Ganado Chapter Veteran's and Senior « itizen « zarer 1.1 Page 15
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On July 13 and 14, 2014 a wildlife biologist and a botanist conducted pedestrian surveys of
the project area to inspect for the potential presence of threatened, endangered, or special
status wildlife or plant species.

No federal or Navajo listed threatened, endangered, or special status species were observed
during the surveys.

Thirteen migratory bird species were observed in the vicinity of the Proposed Action
(Appendix 4). Migratory birds are protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA)
[1918]. The observed species are accustomed to some human disturbance and would not
likely be impacted by the construction and opening of the Veteran’s and Senior Citizen’s
Center. No nests or nesting habitat, other than a few small pinyon (Pinus edulis) trees are
located within the Proposed Action area; therefore, not take of nesting migratory birds is
anticipated from the Proposed Action.

Threatened, Endangered, and Special Status species reports addressing wildlife and plants in
the project area are attached as Appendices 4 and 5.

3.11.1 No Action Alternative
3.11.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects
Under the No Action Alternative, the project would not be approved or

constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to threatened, endangered, or
special status species would occur.

3.11.2 Proposed Action
3.11.2.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

1. The project will likely require at least one span of overhead power line.
Power lines can have a direct effect on raptors. Raptors and other birds are
killed every year by electrocution from perching or nesting on power lines.

3.11.2.2 Mitigation

1. Power line construction will be raptor-safe and will follow the Navajo
Nation’s Raptor Electrocution Prevention Regulations (NNDFW NNHP
Sep. 2008) and/or the Avian Power Line Interaction Committees’s
Suggested practices for Avian Protection on Power Lines. State of the Art
in 2006 (APLIC 2006).
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3.12 Vegetation, Foresiry

The project area is in a high desert sirubiana with sparse grasses and scattered patches of
pmyon and juniper (Juniperous sop.; on slopes and higher terrain just south of US 191/SR

264. jui setting east of NM 377 2na Soumn ot _ndian Service Route 7022. The landscape is
represented primarily by mesas and aiiis. as well as badland type formations situated
between dry washes, and roiling plains. “he vegetation type is variably desert shrub and

desert grassland. Native grasses have seen heavily impacted by grazing livestock. . Grass
species are represented by 2ikail sacaton ‘Sporobolus airoides) and Indian rice grass
(Oryzopsis hymenoides), amaong others. “ominant shrubs include snakeweed (Gutierrezia
sarothrae), Greene’s rabbubrusa Clrvscthamnus greenei.), Pale wolfberry (Lycium
pallidum subsp. pallidum). and Cammer's saitbush (dtriplex gardneri var. cuneata). Forbs
include Bur ragweed (Ambrosia acantnicarpa). milkvetch (dstragalus sp.) and sand aster
(Chaetopappa eircoides). “he snailow soiis are sandy and well drained. There are a few
scattered trees in the project area. A comniete nventory of plant species can be found in
Appendix 5.

3.12.1 No Action Alternanive
3.12.1.1 Direct and Indirect Zffects
Under the No Action Altermative. -he project would not be approved or

constructed and no direct or :ndirect impacts to vegetation or forestry would
occur.

3.12.2 Proposed Action
3.12.2.1 Direct and Inairect Zffects
The Proposed Action wiil affect 10 acres of Navajo Tribal Trust Land.
3.12.2.2 Mirtigation
Reclamation, is ouriinea n “ection 2.3, will mitigate impacts to vegetation
from the consrrucrion o1 the froposed Action. Reseeding and planting
landscaping ormamental niants wiii replace vegetation removed or damaged

during construction. Successtul reclamation is expected to take two to three
years.

3.13 Visual Resources

Visual resources are not currently mventoried or managed by the Navajo Nation. The
proposed Veleran’s and Semor itizen i“cnter would be located in an area of community
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development, and there are homes and businesses impacting visual resources in the vicinity.
The proposed Center would be low profile with respect to the horizon and should not
interrupt any long distance line of site views. The topography in the project area provides
natural vistas and enhances the overall visual beauty of the area while effectively integrating
buildings and development into the landscape. Construction and architectural plans of the
Center will include designs that are appealing and congruent with the natural and developed
setting of the Ganado community.

3.13.1 No Action Alternative
3.13.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Under the No Action Alternative, the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to visual resources would occur.

3.13.2 Proposed Action
3.13.2.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

1. Short-term impacts to visual resources could come from dust, truck traffic,
and placement of heavy equipment during construction.

2. The completed Veteran’s and Senior Citizens Center would result in a
long term visual impacts to the native landscape surrounding Hubbell Hill,
but the benefits of the Senior Center outweigh a slight increase in visual
impacts of the area.

3.13.2.2 Mitigation

1. Short-term impacts to visual resources from construction will cease after
approximately six months to a year.

2. Long term visual impacts would be mitigated by ensuring that the
completed Center buildings are congruent with the surrounding
community development and that landscaping and reclamation enhance
the visual beauty of the Center.

3.14 Wastes, Hazardous and Solid

As a result of the construction of the Proposed Action, solid waste materials will be
generated. These materials may include typical field waste such as building materials and
supplies, bent hardware, packaging, and construction crew waste (e.g. lunch packaging,
cigarette butts). Generation of hazardous waste during construction is not expected other
than fuels and oils for vehicles and heavy equipment, and perhaps paints or finished for the
Center buildings. These substances have the potential to negatively impact the environment

~
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if not properly contained ana handleq. “nfiitration of hazardous materials into the soils and
ultimately into groundwater can have sigmiricant negative consequences on local residents
and wildlife.

Once the Center is completed. wastes shouid e nroperly contained within the plumbing and
sewage systems of the buiidings. ~hese systems will be inspected and approved for proper
operation and containment curmg ‘he constuction process. Cleaning supplies and other
potentially hazardous chemicais ‘2.z, onarmaceuticals) stored within the Center buildings
should be stored behind locikea aoors ana snould be kept at the proper temperatures to avoid
leaks and explosions. Direcrions on ‘abeis snould be read prior to use of any hazardous
chemicals and in some cases, proper rammng on use of chemicals, must occur prior to their
use.

aa

3.14.1 No Action Alternarive
3.14.1.1 Direct and indgirect Zffects

Under the No Acuon Alternarive. the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or indirsct impacts from wastes, hazardous or solid,
would occur either curing consiruction of the Proposed Action or after the
Center 1s complete and in OPETaron.

o,

3.14.2 Proposed Action
3.14.2.1 Direct and Indirecr “ffects

Trash and unwantea materiais will be generated by construction. After
construction :s compiete and the ‘_znter is in operation, potentially hazardous
chemicals, sucs as cleanng suppliies and pharmaceuticals, will be stored on
site.

3.14.2.2 Mitigation

1. All trash will se niacec 1 a Sortable trash cage and hauled to an approved
landfill. ~here w1l se no bur:al or burning of trash.

2. Portable toilets wiii avaiianie <n site and will be pumped as needed.
Human waste wili be aisnosea of in chemical toilets and hauled to an
approved dump station.

3. Major spiils of any hazargous waste (e.g. fuels, oils, paints and fmishes)
will be conrained, :mmeaiateiv cleaned up, and reported to Navajo
Hazardous Waste Program.

4, Machinery wiil be 1nspected daily for leaks and any leaks will be corrected
prior to use. =i hazarcous »r ;ontaminant materials brought on site will

A,
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be properly contained and handled according to federal and Navajo Tribal
Hazardous Waste guidelines.

5. Potentially hazardous chemicals should be stored behind locked doors
once the Center is operating. Maintenance workers and employees should
be properly trained in the handling and administering of cleaning supplies
or other materials that could be potentially hazardous.

3.15 Water Resources

The project is located east within the Little Colorado River Plateau groundwater basin.
Within this basin are regional and local aquifers which supply water to communities via
wells and surface water.

The groundwater zones present beneath the project area include the Bidahochi aquifer. The
Bidahochi formation forms a local aquifer in the central part of Apache and Navajo
Counties. Most recharge to the Bidahochi aquifer probably occurs from direct precipitation.
The Bidahochi aquifer includes alluvial deposits that occur along washes and stream
channels, including the Little Colorado River and its tributaries, sedimentary and volcanic
rocks of the Bidahochi and other formations, and some sandstones.

Water quality in the project area is generally good, though problems with Coliform bacteria
have occurred periodically due to contamination from human and animal waste (NTUA,
2011). In addition, to coliform bacteria, drinking water standards have been exceeded for
thallium and radionuclides in both wells and springs north of SR 264, and arsenic for areas
south of SR 264. For the entire basin, the most frequently exceeded constituents measured,
in order of greatest occurrence were arsenic, radionuclides, thallium, lead, and TDS
(ADWR, 2014).

Surface water occurring in the project area is from precipitation events and drains from side
canyons and slopes into the Pueblo Colorado Wash, which is located east and south of the
project area. The project area receives approximately 10.63 inches of annual precipitation

(WRCC 2014).

The plant survey report indicated no wetlands or riparian zones in the Proposed Action area
(Appendix 5).

3.15.1 No Action Alternative
3.15.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Under the No Action Alternative, the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to water resources would occur.
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3.15.2 Proposed Acrion

3.15.2.1 Direcr and Indirect Zifects

1. A direct =tfect :s the increased sediment loading to the adjacent surface
drainages tarcugn runett of Zisturbed soils.

2. Natural drainage parterns may be slightly disrupted by construction of the
Proposed Action.

3. Hazardous substance used during construction or on completion of the
Center couid cotentially zetr o to the groundwater or surface water in the
project area.

3.15.2.2 Mitigation

1. BMPs inciuding sedimem barriers will be implemented to prevent erosion
and off-site migration of soiis and other materials, and to reduce impacts
to watershed and hvdroiogy.

2. Any spilled contaminants wiil be cleaned up as soon as possible to prevent
run-off or conraminants :nto surface hydrology or infiltration into
groundwater.

3. The Proposed Action wiil be reclaimed as outlined in Section 2.3. Re-
seeding and piantings wiil recuce sediment loading by stabilizing the soil.
Successfui reciamarion is expected to take two to three years.

4. Operation of the Cenrer wiil include properly containing all hazardous
substances (e.g., fuels, cieaning supplies, pharmaceuticals) so that are not
inadvertently reieased ¢ the savironment.

5. Regular inspections of sewage and water lines will occur to ensure proper
function and operation durmg the construction and life of the Center.

3.16 Wildlife

Wildlife occurring in the area :s typical or desert scrubland/badland habitats of the Great
Basin desert. This includes nasserines such as black-throated sparrows (Amphispiza
bilineata) as well as black-raiied jackrabbus ‘Lepus californicus), and whiptail lizards
(Aspidocelis spp.). A commiete mventory o coserved species is included in Appendix 4.
There is no pristine or unique wiidlife naoirat available within the project area.

3.16.1 No Action Aitermative
3.16.1.1 Direct and Indirect Lifects

Under the No ~crion Alternative. 'ae project would not be approved or
constructed and no airect or inairect impacts to wildlife would occur.
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3.16.2 Proposed Action
3.16.2.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

1. The wildlife that uses the site may become deceased or displaced during
construction. Removal of or damage to vegetation during construction of
the Proposed Action may reduce wildlife forage and cover in the area.

2. The new power line and associated structures may be attractive as a perch
sites for some avian species.

3.16.2.2 Mitigation

1. Reclamation of the Proposed Action, as outlined in Section 2.3, will
reduce the long-term impacts to wildlife that use the area. Reseeding or
planting disturbed areas will replace vegetation removed during
construction. In some instances, there may be a benefit from successful
reclamation due to an increase in vegetative cover and wildlife forage.
Successful reclamation is expected to take two to three years.

2. The power line will be constructed according to raptor-safe power pole
design standards for new power line construction within Raptor Sensitive
Areas (RSA) (NNDFW NNHP 2008) The power line should be
constructed according to guidelines in Suggested Practices for Avian
Protection on Power Lines: State of the Art in 2006 (APLIC 2006).

3. During construction, it is recommended that no trenches or pits be left
open overnight, or escape ramp should be incorporated into construction
tactics to prevent entrapment of small mammals and reptiles.

4. Environmental contaminants associated with construction should be
properly contained and any spills should immediately and thoroughly be
cleaned up to prevent exposure to wildlife.

5. Efforts should be made to incorporate habitat improvements into the
Memorial Park design to attract native wildlife and enhance the enjoyment
of facility users. Habitat enhancements may include tree plantings, bird
boxes, flower gardens, rock gardens, and water features, among others.

6. It is recommended that poisons (i.e., insecticides, herbicides, and rodent
poisons be avoided during construction and maintenance of the facility to
protect local wildlife (and facility users) from exposure to harmful toxins.
Secondary poisonings of raptors are a potential cause of MBTA violations.

3.17 Cumulative Effects

3.17.1 No Action Alternative
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Under the No Action Aitermative. 7his sroject would not be approved or constructed
so this project would not contribute to the sumulative disturbance in the area.

3.17.2 Proposed Action

The Proposed Action will affect (0 acres on Navajo Tribal Trust lands. Reasonably

foreseeable future deveiopment mayv inciude additional power lines, roads, buildings,
parks, and businesses. “hese mstailations would add to the cumulative disturbance in

the area.

4, Consultation/Coordination

This section identifies the interdiscipunary :eam <nat participated in the development of this

document.
Table 4.1: intergiscipiinary Project Team
Member Title | Crganization Onsite Date of
Inspection | Inspection
Celia Cook Wildlife Permurs ‘West, Inc. yes 07/13/2014
Biologist/Author |
Marian J. Rohman, |Botanist ljemms *Aest, Inc. yes 07/14/2013

5. Contact Information

Permits West, Inc. Jarry Yazzie
37 Verano Loop Z“ommunity Service Coordinator

Santa Fe, NM 87508 Zanado Chapter

505-466-8120 7.0.Box 188

Fax: (505) 466-9682 .Janado, AZ 86505
1928)-755-5920
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Appendix 1A

Ganado Chapter

Proposed Senior Center Site

Section 28, T27N R.26E
Ganadao Chapter, Apache County, Arizona
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NOTES:

2: All distances are "ground” unless snclosed in < >. -

3: Only above ground evidence of utilitiss ond primary structures were locoted.
4: Geodetic coordinates, if nated hereon,
of the noted monument.

O ™

1: Basis of Bearings is the North holf of the East line of Section 28, T27N, R26E, G.&S.R.M.
determined by GPS survey observation, and refer to True North, U.S.B.L.M. maps were referenced for recorded

ore based on NAD83, are approximate, and should be only far novigotion to the general vicinity

é\ fm\a Comer, 1915/1980 _
%

Found USGS Tri—-Station or as noted

< > Grid Distance or Bearing

SURVEYORS STATEMENT:

I, Mortin H. Martin, a registered land surveyor under the laws
of Arizona, under outhority of the Navajo Nation, hereby
stote that this plat was prepared from notes of an octual
field survey performed by the Novejo Lond Department, and
is true ond correct to the best of my knowledge and belief,
attest to by my sea! and signature hereon.

(R) bearings and distances.

Em:&x 2-1

A parcel of land, situate within the East Half
(E/2) of Section 28, Tawnship 27 North,
Range 26 East, Gila & Sait River Meridian,
in the vicinity of Ganada, Apache County,
State of Arizona, and being mare particutarly
described as follaws:

m«gco.w.%._muw Mon. 21 mon. 22 COMMENCING at the Eost Quorter corner of said
/.\9. N= 35" 43' 14.2 section 28, a found United States Bureou of Land
g, W= 1090 33 375" Sec. »m m.oo. 27 Monagement Brass Cap dated 1980;
\o\m " .
/ch +*_ thence N50°13'59"W, a distonce of 200.33",
¢ \_/\_\ to the POINT OF BEGINNING;
ﬂv’ +
nm).z thence S29'04'29"W, o distance of 343.39";
wmvo XE mm thence NBE'33'12"W, a distance of 942.48";
d - P .
Y& n.m ¥ thence N12°49'15"E, o distance of 203.01;
Cen. Sec. Comar, 1980/ 2 £1llbi thence N29'04'23"E, a distance of 343.39";
usB.LM S N > Am . ,
Brass cap ARM @/ﬂ\ thence S55'02'40°€, a distance of 1,000.03";
N= 35" 42’ 48.2 to the POINT OF BEGINNING.
W= 109" 34’ 415" M/
_ N 5,277.80'—M # Said parcel contoins 10.00 ocres, more or
NW/4 28 | NE/4 \Nm AWooo.Q.lmv NE/4 8.01 ACE E\/ less, ond subject to existing easements and
e - 7 DUE WEST—(M) 4 0.09 ACE ® Sec. 27 encumbrances.
SW/4 28 ' SE/4 28 (5 00" WeR) SE/ SE/4 28
. _ 1/4 Sec.|Comer, 1080 Surveyed December 04, 2012, by the Crownpoint
© Set 5/8 rebor u LM, Land Office, The Navajo Nation, Crownpoint,
® Ffound 5/8" rebar or os noled deo cop ( . New Mexico
® Found GLO or BLM Brass Capped Pipe (qun wwm.#umu.ﬁwum. : -
[8 Found Marked Stone, or as noted = 10 . EXHIBIT "A
T’y

Uomnait Land (ffce

Ganado Veteran's & Senior Citizen Center

SURVEY BY: DBL
DRAWN BY: DBL
APPROVED BY: See Sea!
FIELD BOOK NO.: 4093
JOB NUMBER: 4093
SCALE” 17 = 200’

10.00 Ac. *
District 17, Fort Defiance Agency
(E/2) Sec. 28 T27N, R26E G.S.R.M.
Ganado, Apache County, Arizona
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Appendix 3-1

.1 NATION
>arrment of Fish & Wildlife
rajo Nararai Herirage Program
2.3, Box 1480

Aindow Reck, AZ 86515

NNHP

Navajo Natursl Herituge Program

Phone: 928.871.3472 » Fax: 238.871.7503 « hutp://nnhp.nndfiw.org

Ben Shelly, President Rex Lec Jim, Vice-President

03 September 2014 File#14PERM-06

Brian Wood
Permits West, Inc.
37 Verano Loop
Santa Fe, NM 87508

PROJECT:

UTM COORDINATES 620056E. 3957562N

GANADO, APACEECOUNT Y. AZ

Mr. Wood:

The following information on species of =oncern is provided in response to your 11 July 2014 request

concerning the subject project, which consists of the proposed 10 acre Veteran's Memorial Park & Senijor
Citizen Center located in legal descriprion 630056E. 2952962N, Ganado, Apache County, AZ.

The project is not expected to affecr ziy federatly iisted species or significantly impact any tribally listed
species or other species of concern.

ARFA 4 of The Biological Resource _zna Clearance Pciictes & Procedures
Area 4-Community Developrmenr. ~he Denarcment has determined that areas around communities
do not support the habitat ior species of coneern and therefore development can proceed without
further biological evaluation. This appiies o 1l development except that which may have
significant impacts outside -he communicy.  For detailed information regarding “Area 4" please
refer to our website at nndfw.org;

Potential impacts to wetlands shouid aiso be evawatea. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service's National
Wetlands Inventory (NWT) maps shotuc be examinea co determine whether areas classified as wetlands

1ngpecies of concern” include protectea. candidate. ana other rare or otherwise sensitive species, including certain
native species and species of economic or cultura sigmiicance. Sor cach species, the following tribal and federal statuses are
indicated: Navajo Endangered Species List (NESL). federat Endangercd Species Act (ESA), Migratory Bird Treaty Act
(MBTA), and Eagle Protection Act (EPA). /o iezal protection 15 atforded species with only ESA candidate or NESL group 4
status; please be aware of these species durnini surveys ang inform ine NFWD of observations. Docnmentation that these species
are more numerous or widespread than curreniy known. ana aadressing these species in project planning and management is
important for conservation and may contribute w0 ensurmg they wiil not be uplisted in the future, Species without ESA or NIESL
legal protection (c.g.. NESL group 4 species) arc onty included in rasponses on a regular basis and may not be included in this
response. Please refer to the NESL for a list o1 groun ¢ specics: contact me if you need a copy.
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arelocated close cnough to the project site(s) tobe impacted. In cases where the maps are inconclusive (e.g.,
due to their small scale), field surveys must be completed. For field surveys, wetlands identification and
delineation methodology contained in the *Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual” (Technical
Report Y-87-1) should be used. When wetlands are present, potential impacts must be addressed in an
environmental assessment and the Army Corps of Engineers, Phoenix office, must be contacted. NWImaps
are available for examination at the NFWD's Natural Heritage Program (NHP) office, or may be purchased
through the U.S. Geological Survey (order forms are available through the NHP). The NHP has complete
coverage of the Navajo Nation, excluding Utah, at 1:100,000 scale; and coverage at 1:24,000 scale in the
southwestern portion of the Navajo Nation.

This response is based on information in the Navajo Natural Heritage Program database; knowledge of staff
biologists about the project area; the scope of the project; the b‘S(z‘% topographic map of the project area;
and information you provided. Because the NFWD's information is continually updated. any given
information response is only wholly appropriate for its respective request.

For alist of sensitive species on the Navajo Nation in addition to the specieslisted on the Navajo Endangered
Species List (NESL) please refer to our website at www.nndfw.org.

An invoice for this information is attached.

If you havc any questions I may be reached at (928) 871-6472.

Sonja De sm Wl].d e Tech.
Natural Heritage Program
Department of Fish and Wildlife

CONCURRENCE

;aloria M. Tom, énﬁector )

Department of Fish & Wildlife
Division of Natural Resources

xc¢: file/chrono
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PRC\”:'NC d s LAND USERS

37\! erang Looo Sants Fe ¢505) 466~ BIZO

WILLCLIFE SURYEY REPORT
IOR THE PROPOSED
GANADO CHAPTER VETERAN'S AND SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER

- a=

SecTioN 28, 7. 27 NORTH, R. 26 EAsT
APACHE \CObNTT, ARIZONA

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Threatened, endangered anc speciai status wildlife (T&E) surveys were conducted
July 13, 2014 at the location -or =ne 2ropesea sanado Chapter Veteran's and Senior

Cltazens Center Ganado, Arizcne ;’j?’rogucea Action). The legal location is Section 28,
Township 27 North, Range 26 Zast. "he L0 acre site lies just south of US 191/SR
264 and approximately 1.0 miile west of Zanado, Arizona. The proposed project is
located on Navajo Nation T-ibai Trust .ands. Existing roads access the site. The

current land use for the Proposea Acticn zr22 :s grazing and recreation.

2.0 METHODS

Prior to the field survey, “he Mavaic Zenartment of Fish and Wildlife's Navajo
Natural Heritage Program ANNHP) was :znsulted regarding the potential for

threatened and endangerea ~RE; wiiclife scecies to occur on or near the project
area. In response, NNHP inaicated that the >roposed project area is within the Area
4-Community Development zone zs zesignated by the Navajo Nation Biological
Resource Land Policies and °rocczaurss.  irezs around communities are defined as

not supporting habitat for soecies =7 Zcncern and therefore development can
proceed without further bicicgica:i zvaiuaticn (Detsoi, 2014; RCP, 2014). No

species were identified as species of ‘nierest.
Permits West, Inc. field biciogist, Zatia Zzck zonducted a pedestrian survey of the
Proposed Action area July 2. 2014, The surnose of the survey was to inspect for

the potential presence of TRE :wiialife species and evaluate existing habitat
conditions.

Weather during surveys was sunnv with zcatfered clouds and temperatures in the
mid-80s (°F). Winds were at 2-> miies 1&r sour.

The surveyed area consistec 2r e zporoximate 10 acre parcel designated for the
Proposed Action, plus surrcunaing saoitat ncluding Hubbell Hill and portions of
Pueblo Colorado Wash. Generz: abitat ana =2xisting conditions were evaluated. A
s zurveyed with binoculars, and in some

0.5-mile radius around the croject arez wa

areas on foot, for structures =r ‘ana ~ormations that would support raptor nests and
other unique habitat elements nat wvowa benefit T&E species and wildlife in
general.

_________________—_———-——_—__—_—____?————__——__——_————
Proposed Veteran's and Senior Citizens “anter-<;enaao Chapter- Wildlife Report Page 1
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PROVIDING PERMITS for LAND HSERS

3IF Yerana Loop, Santa Pe, Now Mextco 87508 150%) 366-8° 20

3.0 DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING HABITAT

The project area is situated in a small valley just north of the Pueblo Colorado
Wash. Hubbel Hill, and surrounding hills and mesas provide topographic relief.
Elevation within the proposed project area is approximately 6350 feet. Vegetation
within the boundaries of the project area is relatively degraded from grazing and
erosion and is represented by scattered juniper trees (juniperous sp.), desert scrub
vegetation including rabbit brush (Chrysothamnus sp.), russian thistle (Salsola
kali), four-wing saltbush (Atriplex confertifolia), and snakeweed (Gutierrizia
sarothrae). Sparse grasses include Indian rice grass (Oryzopsis hymenoides) and
galleta (Hilaria jamesii). There are large areas of exposed soils between patches of
vegetation. The soils are sandy and pinkish, being derived from the Chinle
Formation (AZGS, 2014). Several small washes and drains originate within the
boundaries of the project area and drain into the Pueblo Colorado via a series of
tributaries that circumvent Hubbell Hill. The Pueblo Colorado supports riparian
vegetation, including mature cottonwoods (Populus spp.) and Russian olive
(Elaeagnus angustifolia). These riparian stands and the Pueblo Colorado Wash are
at approximately 0.25 miles east and south of the project area.

Land use in the project vicinity includes livestock grazing, recreation, rodeo
grounds, homes and businesses, a sewage treatment plant, and a national historic
site. Currently, the 10 acre Proposed Action site appears to be used only for
livestock and some recreation (hikers visiting Hubbel Hill); it is otherwise vacant.

Elevation within the project area is approximately 6350 feet. Common wildlife
occurring in the area are represented by species such as coyote (Canis latrans),
desert cottontail (Sylvilagus auduboni.), common raven (Corvus corax), and prairie
dog (Cynomys gunnisoni).

4.0 THREATENED, ENDANGERED, AND SPECIAL STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES

According the Navajo Natural Heritage Program, no threatened, endangered, or
special status wildlife species are expected to occur in the project area due to its
location within an Area 4-Community Development zone (RCP, 2014).

5.0 RESULTS

No federal or Navajo listed threatened, endangered, or special status species or
their habitats were observed during the July 13, 2014 wildlife surveys. In addition,
no habitat for any threatened, endangered, or special status species was observed
within the project area.

Migratoiry Birds:

Migratory birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Birds protected
under the Act include all common songbirds, waterfowl, shorebirds, hawks, owls,
eagles, ravens, crows, native does and pigeons, swifts, martins, swallows and
others, including their body parts (feathers, plumes etc.), nests, and eggs. The Act
protects migratory birds from a “take”. Take is defined as “to pursue, hunt, shoot,
wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or any attempt to carry out these activities”.

Proposed VVeteran'’s and Senior Citizens Center-Ganado Chapter- Wildlife Report Page 2
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(505) 366~8120

Lanra Fe. New Mexien 37338

ruction or alteration, as long as these is not a
ar g:ar::s thereof.

A “take” does not include hapoitat o
direct taking of birds, nests, =ggs, 3

Thirteen migratory bird species was cbserved during the survey. They are listed in
Section 6.0 below. No nests or migratery zirds were observed within the project

boundaries.

6.0 SPECIES OBSERVED DURING THE SURVEY

Within the boundaries of the Proposed

A i

B L

icrt zrea, there is no unique or suitable

habitat for any threatened or 2ncangered soecies. Junlper trees within the
boundaries of the project area mav orovice suitable nesting habitat for migratory
birds; however no nests were chserved during the July 13, 2014 survey. Hubbell
Hill, the sewage treatment ponas zand rinarian vegetation located within 0.25 miles
of the project area provide good nesting nabitat for nesting migratory birds. It is
likely, but unconfirmed during the survey,

sparverius) nest is located within 3.2% miies

haL an American kestrel (Falco
T the project area. Numerous species

of waterfowl and water birds were opserved ;-,lng the sewage treatment ponds.
These birds likely nest along the snares of

within the project boundaries are com

grassland/shrubland habitats.

Avian species observed:

American coot

Ruddy duck

Spotted sandpiper
Cooper’s hawk
American kestrel
Mourning dove
Western kingbird
Ash-throated flycatcher
Rock wren

Juniper titmouse
Common raven
Black-throated sparrow
House finch

Mammalian species observed:

Domestic horse
Coyote
Gunnison’s prairie dog

Reptilian species observeg:
Plateau striped whiptail

iTIon

(l)
o]

~he ponds. Wildlife species occurring
2na representative of desert

-uijca americana
Zxwvura jamaicensis
4ciitis macularius)
“czipiter cooperi
~2I1CO sparverius
Z=naida macroura
“wrannis verticalis
Mviarchus cinerascens
Saipinctes obsoletus
2aeolophus ridgwayi
_orvus corax
<miphispiza bilineata
“arpodacus Mexicana

us rerus caballus
"5 .atrans
Ccrvs gunnisoni

gascelis velox

s e e S—

Proposed Veteran’s and Senior Citizens . anrer

- zanaac _“hapter- Wildlife Report
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37 Verana Loop, Santa Fe. New Mewico 87508 (505 166-8:20

7.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

There will be some loss of wildlife habitat and perhaps loss of individual wildlife
during construction of the Proposed Action. In addition, some wildlife will be
permanently displaced due to the presence of human activity at the Veteran’s and
Senior Citizen Center. Recommendations to protect local wildlife include the
following:

+« Any power lines being constructed to serve the facility must be built raptor
safe according to the Navajo Nation Raptor Electrocution Prevention
Regulations (NNHP, 2008) or the Avian Power Line Interaction Committee
guidelines (APLIC, 2006).

e During construction, it is recommended that no trenches or pits be left open
overnight, or escape ramp should be incorporated into construction tactics to
prevent entrapment of small mammals and reptiles.

P

e Environmental contaminants associated with construction should be properly
contained and any spills should immediately and thoroughly be cleaned up
to prevent exposure to wildlife.

o Efforts should be made to incorporate habitat improvements into the
Memorial Park design to attract native wildlife and enhance the enjoyment of
facility users. Habitat enhancements may include tree plantings, bird boxes,
flower gardens, rock gardens, and water features, among others.

« It is recommended that poisons (i.e., insecticides, herbicides, and rodent

{’ poisons be avoided during construction and maintenance of the facility to

e protect local wildlife (and facility users) from exposure to harmful toxins.
Secondary poisonings of raptors are a potential cause of MBTA violations.
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Celia A. Cook
Wildlife Biologist
Permits West, Inc.
37 Verano Loop
Santa Fe, NM 87508
(505) 466-8120

o T e ——————r e e e e e me—— oo

Proposed Veteran’s and Senior Citizens Canter-zanadc “hapter- Wildlife Report

Page 5

=N



(N

Appendix 5-1

GANADO CHAPTER
PROPOSED VETERAN’S AND SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER
E/2 Section 28,T. 27 N., R. 26 E.

Apache County, Arizona

PLANT SURVEY REPORT

Prepared for Permits West, Inc., Santa Fe, New Mexico
By Marian J. Rohman September 22, 2014

This report discusses the potential for disturbance to plant species of concern listed by the
Navajo Natural Heritage Program (NNHP) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) that
have the potential to occur in the project area.

The project area is within the Area 4-Community Development zone as designated by the Navajo
Nation Biological Resource Land Policies and Procedures. Areas around communities are
defined as not supporting habitat for species of concern and therefore development can proceed
without further biological evaluation (Detsoi, 2014; RCP, 2014). There are no plants listed by
the USFWS (IPaC, 2014) for the project area.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed project consists of the construction of a Veteran’s and Senior Citizen’s Center.
The project site is an irregular rectangle measuring approximately 1000 feet long and
approximately 343 to 500 feet wide. The total land disturbance will be approximately 10 acres.
The proposed project is on Navajo Tribal Trust Land located 1.11 to 1.28 miles northwest of the
town of Ganado in Apache County, Arizona, in the E/2 of Section 28, T. 27 N., R 26 E. The
north side of the project area parallels paved State Highway 191. The west side follows a dirt
road.

The landscape in the proposed project area is a relatively even plain with a gentle slope down to
the south-southwest. The east end of the project area extends approximately 150 feet onto the
north flank of Hubbell Hill. There are several small drainages extending through the project area
from the northeast side to the south-southwest heading to a tributary of the Pueblo Colorado
Wash south of the project area. The plant community across much of the area is dominated by
Russian-thistle (Salsola tragus), Greene’s rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus greener), and galleta
(Pleuraphis jamesii), with pale wolfberry (Lycium pallidum subsp. pallidum) also dominant in
the southwest half. The soil just west of Hubbell Hill and extending onto it has a heavier clay
content and is dominated by smooth buckwheat (Stenogonum salsuginosum) with Russian-

1
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thistle, pale wolfberry, Bigelow's sageocrush .:rfemisia bigelovii), spreading buckwheat
(Eriogonum divaricatum), and areas of aikai sacaton (Sporobolus airoides). On the north side
of the slope the dominant planrs are narrow-.eat sunebroom (Parryella filifolia) and Indian
ricegrass (Achnatherum hymenoides:.

The west three-quarters of the provosea oroject arsz s in the Aquima-Hawaikuh silt loams, 1 to
5 percent slopes soil unit. This unit consists of fan and stream alluvium and/or stream alluvium
derived from sandstone and shaie vitn 2 scit rexture of silt loam. The eastern quarter, including
Hubbell Hill, is in the Rizno-Tekano famuy-<ccx sutcrop complex, 2 to 45 percent slopes soil
unit. This complex consists of couuvmm and sicoe alluvium over residuum weathered from
sandstone, limestone, and/or shaie. ~he scii rextures range from sandy loam and loam to clay
loam and bedrock (NRCS, 2014;. The searocx n the project area is the Chinle Formation
(AZGS, 2000). The elevation of -he srolect area canges from approximately 6340-6370 feet.
Disturbances in the project area mciuge = 2irt “cad. the highway right-of-way fence, a power
line, and grazing by horses and cartie.

,\J

METHODCLOGY
The project area was surveyed cn ;;17 .4, 201=. zv botanist Marian Rohman. The survey was
accomplished by walking paraiie: ransects 2t approximately 80-foot intervals across the
proposed site, including a 200-1:‘00L suifer arcund the outside of the circumference. The

emphasis of the survey was to inspect or ;omrmai species of concern; however, all plants were
identified in order to provide a more compiete description of the environment. A list of the
plants observed in the project area s ‘nciuded at the =nd of this report.

IURVEY RESULTS

Species of Interest to the Navajo Narurai Heriiage Program and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service: The proposed project zrea is within “ie Area 4-Community Development zone as
designated by the Navajo Nation ZJiciogical <esource Land Policies and Procedures. Areas
around communities are defined as nor supporting aabitat for species of concern and therefore
development can proceed without further nicicgical 2valuation (Detsoi, 2014; RCP, 2014). No
species were identified as species T ‘nerest.

Noxious Weeds: There are seventesn species :sted on the BIA Navajo Noxious Weed List
(OSM, 1999). None of these species s sresenr o iie project area.

DISCUSSION

No plant species of concern to "he Mavaio Marmurai Jeritage Program or the United States Fish
and Wildlife Service will be impacted by the proposed project.
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PLANTS OF TEE PROPOSED GANADO VETERAN’S AND

Scientific names according to Heil 1 2. -
Identifications are based on Heil =t a;. Z0173;

Trees

Juniperus prob. osteosperma

Pinus edulis

Shrubs and Subshrubs
Artemisia bigelovii

Atriplex gardneri var. cuneata

Chrysothamnus greenei
Ericameria nauseosa

Eriogonum microthecum var. simosonti

Gutierrezia sarothrae

Lycium pallidum subsp. pallidum

Parryella filifolia
Yucca baileyi

Cacti
Cylindropuntia whipplei
Opuntia polyacantha

Grasses
Achnatherum hymenoides
Avristida purpurea
Bouteloua gracilis
Elymus smithii
Pleuraphis jamesii
Sporobolus airoides

Forbs
Ambrosia acanthicarpa
Astragalus sp.
Calochortus sp.
Chaetopappa ericoides
Chamaesyce Sp.
Convolvulus arvensis
Croton texensis

SENIOR CITIZEN’S CENTER

‘veper and Wittman, 2012

Jtah juniper
2iion

3igelow sagebrush
Zardner’s saltbush
sreene’s rabbitbrush
Zubber rabbitbrush
simpson’s wild buckwheat
=room snakeweed
~ale wolfberry
~arrow-leaf dunebroom
Sailey’s yucca

+~hipple’s cholla
starvation pricklypear

_ndian ricegrass
Zurple threeawn
Zlue grama
Vestern wheatgrass
-alleta

~lkali sacaton

Sur ragweed
olilkvetch
Zego lily

sand aster
“purge

“ield bindweed

“exas croton

‘(;,.m‘ “
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United States Department of the Interior

Bureau of Indian Affairs k "
=

Navajo Region
P. 0. Box 1060 TA::;mE
Gallup, New Mexico 87305 INAMERICA

MC: 620 Division of Environmental, Cultural and Safety Management

NOV 0 7 2014
Mr. Brian Wood
Permits West, Inc.
37 Verano Loop

Santa Fe, New Mexico §7508

Attn: Kitty Wood
Dear Mr. Wood:

The Environmental Assessment (EA), EA-14-144, received October 21, 2014, for the Ganado
Chapter proposed Veterans’ and Senior Citizen Center to be located in Ganado, Apache County,
Arizona, been reviewed in the Branch of Environmental Quality Act Compliance and Review,
Navajo Regional Office. The Ganado Chapter proposes to withdraw 10 acres of Navajo Tribal
Trust land on which to construct two 6,000 square-foot multi-use buildings. Parking lots,
gardens, walking paths and a Veterans’ Memorial monument are also planned. The proposed
project site is located just south of US 191/SR 264, approximately 1.0 miles west of Ganado,
Arizona. Existing roads access the site. A Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) has been
determined for the proposed action. It will not have a significant impact on the quality of the
natural and human environment. An environmental impact statement for the proposed project is
not required.

If you have questions, you may contact Ms. Harrilene }. Yazzie, Regional NEPA Coordinator, at
(505) 863-8287.

Sincerely,

ol (LSl

i Acting Regional Director, Navajo

Enclosure



FINDIMG OF NG SiGNIFICANT IMPACT
ENVIRONMENTAL asSESSMENT EA-14-144
VETERANS" 1ND SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER

SANADO CHaAPTER
Location: Ganada, 7. Juadraneie. J5GS 7.5 Minute Series Maps

Section 28. TZ7N, X25E, G&SRPM
Ganado Chaprer. ipache County, Arizona

The proposed action is land witnarawal 51 .7 acres of Navajo Tribal Trust land on which the
Ganado Chapter proposes to consmruct two 5.000 square-foot multi-use buildings. Each building
will have a kitchen, sleeping acccrmmcdaatcns. samrcoms, showers, game/activity rooms, health
care space and office space. -ariing .ots. zarcens. walkmg paths and a Veterans’ Memorial
monument are also planned. E: croposea sroject Cite 1S located just south of US 191/SR 264,
approximately 1.0 miles west or Canacc. ~i =xisting roads access the site. The project is
sponsored by the Ganado Chaprer. 7 ©. Zox - 5“. Zanado, Arizona 86505.

The project environmental assessment (A} was rsviewed in the Division of Environmental,
Cultural and Safety Management. MNavajc Xegicnal Office. Based on the environmental
assessment and the mitigation nteasures soecifiec n the document, it is determined that the
proposed action will pot have a zignificant impact on the natural and human environment.
Therefore, in accordance with tne NManonat Zavironmental Policy Act, Section 102 (2) (C), an
environmental impact statement will not be required.

The following references, incaroorared in thie environmental assessment, serve as the bases for
this decision:

1. Agency and public invoivement vas soiicizeq, and environmental issues relative to the
proposed project were identifiea. -iiermanve courses of action and mitigation measures were
developed in response to envircnmental CONCEITs and :SSues.

2. The EA disclosed the =nvironmentar sonssauences of the proposed and “no action”
alternatives.
3. In compliance with the =naangersa Soecies :ct, informal consultation was held with the

Navajo Nation Department of ~ish anc ¥ildiife “INDFW), Natural Heritage Program (NHP).
The project is not expected to ajjec: iy jeae rawv cisted species or significantly impact any
tribally listed species or other :pecies o7 “oncern (Zeotember 3, 2014 letter from the NNDFW).
The proposed project area is <i&d = “cmmuniv Development. On July 13, 2014, field
biologist, Celia Cook, conductea a pedesuran survey of the project area. No federal or Navajo
listed threatened, endangered, or soecia: status species or their habitats were observed during the
survey. No habitat for any threzienec. :ncangerea. °r special status species was observed within
the project area (Wildlife Survey <epor-ssopencix +-1). The project area was surveyed on July
14, 2014, by botanist, Marian “onman. ‘o zlant “pecies of concern to the NNHP will be
impacted by the proposed project - Plant zurvev <eoort, Appendix 5-2). The NNDFW issued
Biological Resources Compliance “orm  3RCT. ~WDFW Review No.l4PERM-06 indicating

approval of the proposed action.

L
b

4, Potential impacts to floca Juns and weriands by the proposed project have been
, “3 and 11990 respectively. The proposed

cvaluated in accordance with & oo

e
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action is not located within a flood plain, therefore, no impacts to flood plains are anticipated
(EA, Part 3.4). There are no wetlands or riparian zones in the proposed action area (EA, Part

3.15).

5. Water Resources — the proposed action area is located in the Little Colorado River
Plateau. Surface water occurring in the project area is from precipitation events and drains from
side canyons and slopes into the Pueblo Colorado Wash which is located east and south of

project area (EA, Part 3.15).

6. In compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 as amended, Section
106 and 36 CFR 800.9 (b), a cultural resources inventory of the project area was conducted by
the Navajo Nation Division of Community Development (DCD1). The Navajo Nation Historic
Preservation Department (NNHPD) issued Cultural Resources Compliance Form (CRCF)
NNHPD No.HPD-13-593 indicating “No historic properties affected” (EA-Appendix 6, CRCF).

In the event of a discovery [discovery means any previously unidentified or incorrectly identified
cultural resources including, but not limited to, archaeological deposits, human remains, or
locations reportedly associated with Native American religious/traditional beliefs or practices] all
operations in the immediate vicinity of the discovery must cease, and the Navajo Nation Historic
Preservation Department must be notified.

7. RCRA, Subtitle C, Hazardous Waste and Subtitle D, Non-Hazardous Solid Waste — as a
result of the proposed action, solid waste materials will be generated. These materials may
include typical field waste such as building materials and supplies, bent hardware, packaging and
construction crew waste. Generation of hazardous waste is not expected other than fuels and oils
for vehicles and heavy equipment, and perhaps paints or finishes for the buildings. Trash will be
disposed at approved landfills. Human waste will be disposed in chemical toilets and hauled to
an approved dump station. Hazardous or containment materials brought on the site will be
properly contained and handled according to federal and Navajo Tribal hazardous waste
guidelines (EA, Part 3.14).

8. Noxious Weeds — none of the 17 species listed on the BIA Navajo Noxious Weed list
were observed within the project area. The operator shall implement Best Management Practices
to prevent the introduction of non-native, invasive plants to the project area.

9. Air Resources — air quality in the area near the proposed action area is generally good.
The primary sources of air pollution in the action area are: dust from blowing wind on disturbed
or exposed soil and unpaved surfaces; and exhaust emissions from motorized equipment.
There will be a short-term increase in dust during construction of the proposed action. This
impact will subside when construction is completed and disturbed areas are reclaimed. There
will be a minor, short-term increase in local combustive emissions from operating vehicles and
earth-moving equipment. There will be long-term impact to air quality from building emissions
and vehicles coming in and going out of the Center (EA, Part 3.1).

10. Visual Resources — the proposed Center would be low-profile with respect to the horizon
and should not interrupt any long-distance line of site views. Short-term impacts to visual
resources from construction will cease upon completion of the project. Long-term visual impacts
would be mitigated by ensuring that the completed Center buildings are congruent with the
surrounding community development and that landscaping and reclamation enhance the visual
beauty of the center (EA, Part 3.13).



1. Public Health and Safery — == 0 ine ouoiic associated with the construction of the
Center include wildfire, increased irarfic on public roads during construction, fire and explosion,
spills of vehicular or construction egquipmemt Tuids. potential air emissions exposure, bodily
injury from falls, use of heavy =guipmenr and tocis and potential electrocution. Risks to the
public associated with the commietion of *he Cznter would include fire, falls, electrocution,
parking area collisions and other zommon suman crrented accidents. Only approved areas will
be used during construction o smmmmze hazarcs "0 workers and the general public. All
applicable laws, regulations ana voticies wiil te oiiowed during construction activities. BMPs
and appropriate Occupation Sarety ana Heatth Admmnistration standards and guidelines will be
implemented to minimize negatrve erfzcts o nuolic health and safety. The construction site
would be inspected regularly to ensure a sare work zavironment. Once the Center is complete
and in use, safety equipment and cesigns sucn ag -irs extinguishers, first aid kits, AED devices,
properly marked exits, smoke alarms. nandican ramps and railings, etc. would be used (EA, Part
3.9).

12.  Cumulative and secondarv =ifects on soii. ‘warer, air, noise, vegetation, cultural resources,
and wildlife resources (species anmc ntabuari wvers considered, and the proposed mitigation
measures were found to be accertanie.

13. In accordance with Execunve Craer {2898 on Znvironmental Justice, impacts to minority
and low-income populations and communities irave been considered by the Regional NEPA
Coordinator, as have impacts tg indian :Tust Xesgurces.

The proposed action will allow e conswucton of 2 multi-use center for veterans and senior
citizens where they can obtain suppoiT 1o the form of a comfortable gathering place where health
care clinics, recreation events, hotiday evenrs and reguiarly scheduled hot meals are available.

i [t [20d

Regi PA Coordinaror Date
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Cryptantha sp.

Eriogonum cernuum
Eriogonum divaricatum
Grindelia squarrosa

Mentzelia sp.

Mirabilis linearis

Phlox canescens

Physaria newberryi var. newberryii
Salsola tragus

Senecio flaccidus var. flaccidus
Senecio spartioides
Sphaeralcea coccinea
Stenogonum salsuginosum
Tragopogon dubius

Xanthium strumarium

Appendix 5-5

Perennial cat’s-eye
Nodding wild buckwheat
Spreading wild buckwheat
Curly gumweed
Blazingstar

Narrowleaf umbrellawort
Carpet phlox

Newberry’s twinpod
Russian-thistle
Thread-leaf ragwort
Broom ragwort

Scarlet globemallow
Smooth buckwheat
Yellow salsify

Common cocklebur



CULTURAL RESCURCES _CMPLIANCE FORM
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HISTORIC PRESERYATION DEPARTMENT
2 30X 2950
TINDOW 1C’C.< ARIZONA 86515

ROUTE COPIES TO: 4nneb No. HPD-13-593
¥2 B YaY STHER PROJECT NO.: DCDJ 13-004

PROJECT TITLE: A Cultural Resource Inventory of the Conace Yererons cna Senlor Center, Ganoda Chapter, Apache County, Arizono

LEAD AGENCY: - BIA/NR

SPONSOR: Henry J. Yazzie ~ CSC, Ganado CBI:tme:’. #C 3ox 38,

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The proposeg qndeﬁcxmq will invave e Rt nituction of a Veterans Center and Senior
Cisizens Center. The area of effect is 10.0% opre Zrouna gissuroanca v with the use of heavy equipment.

LAND STATUS: Navajo Tnbai Trust
CHAPTER: Ganado ¢ # - s
LOCATION T.27N, beé Sec.: 28; Ganado Quaanngxe ~Abacne <

ko =
PROJECT ARCHAEOL@“‘G:ST Curtis Yozzie :
NAVAJO ANnoumE§ PERMIT NO.: NTC

DATE lNSPECTED: 52/10/201 3

‘Cioss lll pedestr!ar invenrtory swith rcznse'::.sepcced 15 m apart.
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{one

N0
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EFFECT/CONDITIONS OF coN\é_uANc& No historic croperiies. affected.
In the event of a discovery ["dtscowy méans any =revicusty unigentified or incorrectly identlfied cultural resources including but not

limited to archaeological deposits; humqnvremclnx. ar iocations reporreciy associated with Native American refigious /iraditional beliefs
or practices], all operations In the Infime dlcma Jtcmm' of m discovery must cease, and the MNavajo Notion Historic Preservation

Department must be notified at (928)
: ‘%/ % S to+3

FORM PREPARED BY: Tamara Billle
FINALIZED: August 6, 2013

Notification to

Proceed Recommended: Yes M N
Conditions: Yes No b he Navaie Narion Date
“istoric “raservation Offices
Navalo Region Approval: Yes 2 No €

Paia R:\s\
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Navajo Area Agency on Aging
Plan of Operation

Establishment

There is hereby established Navajo Area Agency on Aging (NAAA) program within the
Navajo Division of Health (NDOH) of the Navajo Nation Government Executive Branch.

Purpose

The purpose of the Navajo Area Agency on Aging is to provide administrative supervision
and management for all aging and geriatric related services.

Staffing and Organization

A

1.

Ja

Staffing

The Navajo Area Agency on Aging shall be directed and supervised by a Department
Manager who shall be employed in accordance with the Navajo Nation Executive
Branch Personnel Policy Manual. The NDOH Executive Director will be responsible
for the recruitment, selection and supervision of the Navajo Area Agency on Aging
Department Manager.

There are no extraordinary restrictions other than being restricted to the duties of the
office of the Navajo Area Agency on Aging as detailed in this document.

The Navajo Area Agency on Aging Department Manager shall be authorized to
recommmend additional professional, technical and clerical pdsiti_ons as needed to carry
out the organization purposes as stated herein. Additional positions shall be acquired
in accordance with applicable Navajo Nation Executive Branch Personnel Policy
Manual and applicable budget rules established for conducting the annual Navajo
Nation budget process.

All personnel shall be employed and compensated in accordance with applicable
Navajo Nation Executive Branch Personnel Policy Manual.

Organization

The organizational chart of the Navajo Area Agency on Aging Program is displayed
as Exhibit “A”.

Responsibility and Authority

1.

Reports, accountable and responsible to the Executive Division Director; adhere to
the chain of command.

-
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MEMORANUM

TO: LaVemne T "Vvaco. _‘_-‘enarmzenf ~Manager II

FROM:

- 3
Henry Haskie. Zenior Numzemast
Navajo Area 4gencv on Aging

SUBJECT: Plan of Operatanisi: Review or Draft for Dissemination to Solicit Comments and
’ Recommendations

l

While in the course of working on the revision of the NAA A policy and procedure manual, it became apparent
that NAAA’s exasting policies did nar conram a systemnatic approach to accomplish its mission and objectives.

Upon reviewing the plans of operation o estapiish a meae! and the authority to provide NAAA services, they
contained a narrow and inflexible systeny with e or o room for expansion. Some programs are non-existent.
It became increasingly difficult and neariv :mocssibie ¢ sstantish any substance in the policies and incorporate
purpose and accountability.

Therefore, a commitment to redevelon tae nians of coeraton Jor NAAA programs and servicers emerged. The
end results are the attached plan of coeration warking docurments.

In the process of developing the working documents_ cormments and input were solicited from the central staff
who specialized in these particular areas. Aiso, ivis. Suder of NAAA Shiprock Agency office contributed to the
formulation of the working documenrs. “he rormar for e Navajo Area Agency on Aging’s plan of operation
i1s used a generic format for the other programs. Jome detatiea and some generalized comments were received.

In some case, no comments made. Cammments were revisea mem to reflect the purposes of the programs in as
few WOrua as possible.

May I recommend a review of the proposais at the next staff mesting of the NAAA support staff? At yesterday's
NNCoA meeting, I was encouraged by e ammosohers of a sotential support for an initiative to reorganize and
restructure the Navajo Area Agency ort Azing. _he support agoear to revolve.around NAAA provision of a low
cost, but efficient services without jecparaizing quality and guantity of these services.

Personally, and in my professional :arzer. . 1ave aiwavs advocated for quality services. With NAAA
administrative support, I am confident that Navaio Area Agency on Aging can become a model for providing the

highest quality of services for the Navajc Naticn and ctiter aging related services.

Thank you for your time and consideraton. : am avaiiabie Tor comments.



10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

Advises and consults the NDOH Executive Director in executive reviews of NAAA
programs, projects, services and activities to execute the goals and objectives of the
NAAA and NDOH.

The Department Manager of the Navajo Area Agency on Aging shall be responsible
of the overall management of NAAA to develop, organize, administer and coordinate
all functions and services within NAAA and its program within the policy and
procedures of the Navajo Nation.

Plans, develops, implements and monitors the Area Plan on Aging

Provides and complies with fiscal and statistical reporting requirements in a timely and
accurate manner.

Plans, develops, implements, monitors, evaluates and assesses NAAA programs,
projects, services, activities and other geriatric initiatives.

Plans, develops, implements, monitors, provides assurance of compliance and quality
assurance for all internal and external contracts and grants.

Maintains, reviews, and monitors statistics and data; forecasts, monitors, and adjusts
to the trends and needs of the current and future aging population.

Formulates overall administrative and operating policy and procedures necessary for
effective management and implementation of NAAA programs, projects, services and
activities.

Provides leadership, supervision, directorship, technical assistance and support of
NAAA programs.

Develops, implements and monitors all NAAA goals and objectives, policies and
procedures; and standard operating procedures; interprets local, state and federal
policies, rules and regulations, and directives.

Provides effective administrative, managerial and financial direction to the programs
within the NAAA.

Establishes and maintains a prudent fiscal planning, accountability; conducts periodic
fiscal evaluations, assessments, and reviews; monitors internal and external fiscal

activities.

Establishes and mamtams effective communications with local, state, federal, national
organizations and other authorities on matters to the objectives of NAAA.

Establishes and mamtaims necessary coordination with programs of the Navajo Nation



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

Government for orover and approvriate accomplishment of the program goals and
objectives.

Consults and :cordinates wun ocal, state, federal governments, national
organizations, private earities and ndividuals on aging related matters.

Plans, develops and momror iegisiarive mitiatives and opportunities at the local, state,
federal and nationai levei.

Acquires and estabiishes additionai postions within NAAA when deemed appropriate
and necessary i accoraance “wirh 2stablished guidelines.

Maintains respensibiiity ror the recruitment, selection, orentation, performance,
evaluation, professional and personai staff training and development, meritorious and
adverse personnei actions: and retenrzon of qualified personnel and volunteers.

Provides and arranges “or appropriate training to improve staff development and
performance.

Advises and provides tecamical support and assistance to the Navajo Nation Council
on Aging, Agency Counciis on Agme and Local Senior Citizen Council on Aging,.

Plans, develops, immiements and monmors facility planning for aging related services.

Supports and promores neaith promonon and disease prevention; research; continuing
education in heaith disparmies of the sider populations.

Advocates and assists oider peopie 10 secure equal opportunity to the full and free
enjoyment of adequare mcome m remrement; best possible physical and mental health;
obtaining and wamraming suirabie housing; full restorative services for
mstitutionalized care. and a comprenensive array of community based, long term care
services to sustain.oider negpie ‘n “heir own communities and in their homes,
mcluding support to ramily members and other person providing care to the older
persons; opportuniy 7or smpioyizent zad volunteerism; retirement in health, honor
and dignity; particioating and contributing to civic, cultural, educational and training
and recreational ooporrummies; accessibility to low-cost transportation and social
assistance; benefit from proven researcs imowledge to sustain and improve health and
happiness; and freedom. independence and the free exercise of individual initiatives
in planning and managmg their own ‘ves, full participation in the planning and
operation of commmmiry based services and programs provided for their benefits; and
protection against abuse. negiect and sxploitation.

Delivers NAAA programs, orojects, services and activities in a culturally sensitive,
dignified, honorabie ana sthical manmer.

N
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Legislative Oversight

The Health and Social Services Committee of the Navajo Nation Council shall provide
legislative oversight for the Navajo Division of Health.

Amendments

Section I through V may be amended by the Govermnment Services Committee upon
recommendation of the Health and Social Services Committee of the Navajo Nation Council,
as deemed necessary.
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Date Issued:

02/12/2015

EXECUTIVE OFFICIAL REVIEW

Title of Document:

W/drawali_10acres.GanadoChap.VetMemorial

Contact Name: DRAPER, HOWARD

Program/Division: DIVISION OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Email: howarddraper@frontiernet.net

[ ] Business Site Lease
1. Division:

Phone Number: 928-871-6647

Sufficient Insufficient

[] []

Date:

2. Office of the Controller:

Date:

] ]

(only if Procurement Clearance is not issued within 30 days of the initiation of the E.O. review)

3. Office of the Attorney General: Date: ] []

Business and Industrial Development Financing, Veteran Loans, (i.e. Loan, Loan Guarantee and

Investment) or Delegation of Approving and/or Management Authority of Leasing transactions

1. Division: Date: ] L]

2. Office of the Attorney General: Date: ] ]

Fund Management Plan, Expenditure Plans, Carry Over Requests, Budget Modifications

1. Office of Management and Budget: Date: ] []

2. Office of the Controller: Date: [] []

3. Office of the Attorney General: Date: [] []

Navajo Housing Authority Request for Release of Funds

1. NNEPA: Date: D D

2. Office of the Attorney General: Date: [] L]

Lease Purchase Agreements

1. Office of the Controller: Date: ] ]
(recommendation only)

2. Office of the Attorney General: Date: [] []

Grant Applications

1. Office of Management and Budget: Date: ] []

2. Office of the Controller: Date: ] ]

3. Office of the Attorney General: Date: [] []

Five Management Plan of the Local Governance Act, Delegation of an Approving Authority from a Standing
Comnmittee, Local Ordinances (Local Government Units), or Plans of Operation/Division Policies Requiring
Committee Approval

1. Division: Date: D []
2. Office of the Attorney General: Date: ] ]
Relinquishment of Navajo Membership .

o b o g
1. Land Department: Date: - D. e ,
2. Elections: Date: [] []
3. Office of the Attorney General: Date: O ]

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 164 and Executive Order Number 07-2013

2 e



[ ] Land Withdrawal or Relinquishment for Commercial Purposes

1. Division:

Sufficient Insufficient

Date: |:| |:|

2. Office of the Attorney General:

f\\

Date:

Land Withdrawals for Non-Commercial Pu

s, Ggneral Land Leases and Resource Leases

1. ap K Date: D'lt fe 19/5 @/lj
2. F&W ® Date: 22 ay) ]
3. HPD ~ Date: 1%2;4/ s~ o O
— 4. Minerals. Qa*n: - ]
5. NNEPA Date: 3~B-U0 (5 %y ]
6. DNR Date: >/ /15 _ []
g D% -—([_9 Date: T X []
[] Rigﬁts onf Way paver 5775~7 L > g e
1. NLD Date: ] []
2. F&W Date: [] []
3. HPD Date: ] ]
4. Minerals Date: [] []
5. NNEPA Date: |:| D
6. Office of the Attorney General: Date: [] []
7. OPVP Date: [] []
[ ] Oil and Gas Prospecting Permits, Drilling and Exploration Permits, Mining Permit, Mining Lease
1. Minerals Date: [] []
2. OPVP Date: ] []
3. NLD Date: [] []
[ ] Assignment of Mineral Lease
1. Minerals Date: [] []
2. DNR Date: I:l D
3. bod Date: ] ]
] ROW (where there has been no delegation of authority to the Navajo Land Department to grant the Nation's
consent to a ROW)
1. NLD Date: I:l D
2. F&W Date: ] ]
3. HPD Date: ] ]
4. Minerals Date: L] []
5. NNEPA Date: L] []
6. DNR Date: ] ]
7. DOJ Date: ] ]
8. OPVP Date: ] ]
[ ] OTHER:
1. Date: ] ]
2. Date: ] ]
3. Date: ] ]
4. Date: ] ]
o Date: ] ]

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 164 and Executive Order Number 07-2013



BEN SHELLY PRESIDENT

' THE NAVAJO NATION REX LEE JIM VICE PRESIDENT

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/ADMINISTRATION

OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

PO BOX 339 WINDOW ROCK ARIZONA 86515 Office: 928/871-7188 Fax: 928/871-7996
Website: www.navajonationepa.org

MEM ORANDUM

TO: Howard P. Draper, Project and Program Specialist
Project Review Office
Navajo Land Department
Division of Natural Resources

FROM:

ta X hitehotse Latsen, Senior Envitonmental Specialist
Office of Environmental Review
Office of the Executive Director/Administration
NNEPA

DATE: March 13,2015

SUBJECT: 164 EOR 003478 Withdrawal 10 Acres Ganado Chapter Veteran Memotial

The Navajo Nation Environmental Protection Agency (NNEPA) reviewed! and recommends
conditional approval for proposed ten (10) actes land withdrawal in Ganado, Apache County,
Arizona. The Ganado Chapter is proposing to withdraw 10-acres land for the new senior citizen
center and Veterans Memorial Park. The proposed action includes constructing two multi-use
purpose [kitchens, beds, bathrooms and showers, game/activity rooms, health care space and office
space] buildings and a parking lot will be constructed. The Veteran’s memotial park will include a
garden, walking paths and a monument. The proposed action is located at latitude/longitude
coordinates 35.713941N 109.564424W; 35.715.06N 109.5637W; 35.713718N 109.560951W/;
35.712896N 109.561519W. :

Each proposed action is required to meet the following when design and plans are being developed.
Each permit should be acquired before commencing any project and development activities.

1. Navajo Nation Clean Water Act:

1Permits West, Inc. Environmental Assessment Chapter Veteran’s and Senior Citizen Center Environmental
Assessment. September 2014.

164 EOR 003478 Ganado 10 acres land withdrawal

Page 1 of 3

3/13/15




a. §402 Navajo Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES): The proposed
action is greatet than 1 acte. Ganado Chaptet, contractots including sub-contractors
ate subject to complete the requirements under the Clean Water Act Section 402.
Technical assistance is available with NNEPA Water Quality Staff in Section 402
application, Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), Best Management
Practices (BMPs) and Notice of Intent (NOI). All should be submitted to USEPA
Region 9 and a copy will be provided to Patrick Antonio, Principal Hydrologist with
NNEPA Watet Quality Progtam. His office phone is 928/871-7185. The SWPPP
template can  be  found  online at the following  weblink:
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/swppp.cfm#template.

2. Navajo Nation Air Pollution Prevention and Control Act:

a. The proposed action 1s not located in an attainment area.

b. Visibility is good to excellent.

¢. Dust suppression must be implemented in the Best Management Practice.

3. Navajo Nation Safe Drinking Water Act:

a. The NNEPA - Public Water Systems Supetvision Program (PWSSP) recommends all
proposed drinking water projects (extensions, upgrades, new wells, new public water
systems, etc.) must also comply with the design review and construction permit of
the PWSSP pursuant the Navajo Nation Primary Drinking Water Regulations.

b. The owner/operator and water utility company are subject to submit the proposed
domestic waste water and public drinking water lines to Ms. Yolanda Barney,
Program Manager, NNEPA PWSSP, she can be contacted at 928/871-7715 or visit
the website at www.navajopublicwater.org.

¢. A construction permit for Safe Drinking Water and Domestic Waste Water is
required before commencing construction activities.

d. Assessing the existing sewer lagoons to ensure the existing lagoon(s) will hold
additional waste water and not to exceed the holding capacity of the lagoon(s) will
lessen the impacts to the public.

Sewer lines must be tapped into if it 1s located near the proposed site.

f If aneed for a septic system, it must be controlled to prevent discharge and prevent
ground watet/soil contamination.

& Cooking grease is required to be properly disposed of outside and should not be
released mto the indoor plumbing. Disposing food related waste in appropriate
containers and not released into the public waste water lines will lessen impacts to
the public and environment.

4. Navajo Nation’s Solid Waste Act:

a. Do not allow public to take construction waste, cumulatively NNEPA teceives
complaints and reports on illegal trash dumpings on rural areas and in the watets of
the US and Navajo Nation.

4. The Ganado Chapter is subject to control the solid waste bin to reduce injuries ot
fatalities of merchandise related waste to human, wildlife and domestic animals.

5. Navajo Nation Comprehensive, Environmental Response, Compensation and
Liability Act (CERLA):

a. No hazardous material will be stored, transported, generated and distributed from

the proposed 100-acres land withdrawal.

o

164 EOR 003478 Ganado 10 acres land withdrawal
Page 2 of 3
3/13/15



b.

According the Navajo CERCLA, petroleum is consideted hazardous material and
any spills 2 25 gallons should be reported to NNEPA Office of Executive
Director/Administration at 928/871-7692.

6. Navajo Nation Storage Tank Act (NINSTA) (formerly Underground Storage Tank (UST) Act;
amended February 2012):

4.

b.

3

No storage tanks are proposed on the 10-acres land withdrawal.

If thete are plans to install underground and/or aboveground storage tanks greater
than 100 gallons, the plans must meet the design specifications as outlined by
NNEPA Storage Tank Program. The specifications must be approved by the
Storage Tank Program. Contact the Storage Tank Progtam at 928/871-7993 for
further technical assistance.

NNEPA Storage Tank Program staff will need to be onsite before installing any
above and underground storage tanks.

7. Federal Insecticide Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA)/NN Pesticide Act:

a.

b.

3

The Senior Citizen Center and the Veteran staff are subject to control and prevent
the spread of invasive and noxious weeds.

Contact the NNEPA Pesticide Program at 928/871-7815/7810 befote applying any
pesticides and herbicides to control noxious and invasive plant species to ensure the
product is in compliance and approprately applied by a certified and licensed
applicator.

Pesticide staff will also may need to be onsite to monitor during pesticide/hetbicide
application.

8. Others To Contact Within Navajo Nation:

a.

b.

Jack Utter, Division of Natural Resources, Deparment of Water Resoutces, Watet
Code Program at 928/871-6595 to ensute sufficient water is available for the new
and proposed Ganado land withdrawl development.

Existing public roads will be used for access during the construction activities.

If there are any questions contact Rita Whitehorse-Larsen at 928/871-7188 or email:

rwhitehorsel@navajo—nsn.gov. Thank you.

CC: Ganado Chapter, PO Box 188, Ganado, Arizona, 86505
Jack Utter, Division of Natural Resources, Dept of Water Resoutces, Water Code Progtam
NNEPA Water Quality, PWSSP; Air Quality, OPP; Pesticides; Superfund; RCRP; Storage Tank

Program; Administration chrono file

164 EOR 003478 Ganado 10 acres land withdrawal
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THE NAVAJO NATION

MEMORANDUM

TO : David Mikesic, Zoologist
Department of Fish and Wildlife
DIVISION OF NATURAL RESOURCES

FROM Aﬂm«%%%

Gloria M. Tom, Department Manager 11
Department of Fish and Wildlife
DIVISION OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DATE : October 02, 2014

SUBJECT : DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY

I will be on travel on October 02, 2014. 1 am hereby delegating you to act in the capacity of the
Director, Department of Fish and Wildlife, effective 12:00 noon on Thursday, October 02, 2014, This
delegation shall end at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 02, 2014.

Your authority will cover the review and signing off of all routine documents pertaining to the
Department of Fish and Wildlife, except for issues that you feel should have the attention of the
Director. :

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:

oo

David Mikesic, Zoologist
Department of Fish and Wildlife
DIVISION OF NATURAL RESOURCES

xc: Sharilene Jeff, Executive Director, DNR




Office of Legislative Counsel
Telephone: (928) 871-7166
Fax # (928) 871-7576

Honorable LoRenzo Bates
Speaker
23" Navajo Nation Council

MEMORANDUM

TO: Honorable Alton Shepherd
Jeddito, Cornfields, Ganado, Kinlichee, Steamboat Chapters

-

FROM:  _/(J)AUANI WW
' Mariana Kahn, Attorney
Office of Legislative Counsel

DATE: May 7, 2015

SUBJECT: PROPOSED STANDING COMMITTEE RESOLUTION; AN ACTION
RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT; APPROVING THE
LAND WITHDRAWAL OF 10.00 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, OF NAVAJO
NATION TRUST LANDS FOR GANADO CHAPTER VETERANS AND
SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER TO DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN THE
VETERANS AND SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER LOCATED AT GANADO,
NAVAJO NATION (APACHE COUNTY, ARIZONA)

As requested, I have prepared the above-referenced proposed resolution and associated
legislative summary sheet pursuant to your request for legislative drafting. Based on existing
law and review of documents submitted, the resolution as drafted is legally sufficient. As with
any action of government however, it can be subject to review by the courts in the event of
proper challenge. Please ensure that his particular resolution request is precisely what you want.
You are encouraged to review the proposed resolution to ensure that it is drafted to your
satisfaction.

If you are satisfied with the proposed resolution, please sign it as “sponsor” and submit it to the
Office of Legislative Services where it will be given a tracking number and sent to the Office of
the Speaker for assignment. If the proposed resolution is unacceptable to you, please contact me
at the Office of Legislative Counsel and advise me of the changes you would like made to the
proposed resolution.

Thank you for your service to the Navajo Nation.

Office of Legislative Counsel / The Legislative Branch / Post Office Box 3390 / Window Rock, Arizona / 9&59 ? 15-341-1



LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
NAVAJO NATION

HONORABLE LORENZO C. BATES
Speaker, 23° Navajo Nation Council

May 7, 2015

MEMORANDUM

TO : Honorable Members
Resources and Development Committee

mow.  SREC o<t B,

Hon. LoRenzo C. Bates, Speaker
23" Navajo Nation Council

SUBJECT : ASSIGNMENT OF LEGISLATION

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C § 164 (A)(4), this memorandum serves to inform and advise you that I assign the
following legislation to the Resources and Development Committee;

Legislation No. 0161-15

RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT: APPROVING THE LAND
WITHDRAWAL OF 10.00 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, OF NAVAJO NATION TRUST
LANDS FOR GANADO CHAPTER VETERANS AND SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER TO
DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN THE VETERANS AND SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER
LOCATED AT GANADO, NAVAJO NATION (APACHE COUNTY, ARIZONA).

As the Committee assigned to consider the legislation, Legislation No. 0161-15 must be placed on the
Resources and Development Committee’s agenda at the next regular meeting for final consideration.

ATTACHMENT:Legislation No. 0161-15

Xc: Hon. Ben Shelly, President
The Navajo Nation
Harrison Tsosie, Attorney General
Robert Willie, Controlier
Dominic Beyal, Executive Director, OMB
Honorable Alton Joe Shepherd, Council Delegate (Prime Sponsor)

OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER — NAVAJO NATION LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
POST OFFICE BOX 3390/ WINDOW ROCK, ARIZONA 86515/ T: (928) 871-7160 F: (928) 871-7255



THE NAVAJO NATION
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW PUBLICATION

LEGISLATION NO: _0161-15 SPONSOR: Alton Joe Shepherd

TITLE: An Action Relating To Resources and Development; Approving the Land
Withdrawal of 10.00 Acres, More or Less, of Navajo Nation Trust Lands for Ganado
Chapter Veterans and Senior Citizens Center To Develop and Maintain the Veterans and
Seniors Citizens Center Located at Ganado, Navajo Nation (Apache County, Arizona)

Date posted: May 8. 2015 at 10:38am

Digital comments may be e-mailed to comments@navajo-nsn.gov
Written comments may be mailed to:

Executive Director
Office of Legislative Services
P.O. Box 3390
Window Rock, AZ 86515
(928) 871-7590

Comments may be made in the form of chapter resolutions, letters, position
papers, etc. Please include your name, position title, address for written
comments; a valid e-mail address is required. Anonymous comments will not
be included in the Legislation packet.

Please note: This digital copy is being provided for the benefit of the Navajo Nation chapters
and public use. Any political use is prohibited. All written comments received become the
property of the Navajo Nation and will be forwarded to the assigned Navajo Nation Council
standing committee(s) and/or the Navajo Nation Council for review. Any tampering with public
records are punishable by Navajo Nation law pursuant to 17 N.N.C. §374 et. seq.



1% Report

THE NAVAJO NATION
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY
LEGISLATION NO.: 0161-15

SPONSOR: Honorable Alton Joe Shepherd

TITLE: Relating To Resources And Development; Approving The Land

Withdrawal Of 10.00 Acres, More Or Less, Of Navajo Nation Trust Lands For
Ganado Chapter Veterans And Senior Citizens Center To Develop And Maintain

The Veterans And Seniors Citizens Center Located At Ganado, Navajo Nation
(Apache County, Arizona).

Posted: May 8, 2015 at 10:38 am

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: May 13, 2015

Digital Comments received: No comments were received.

5@% LN

Poligy Analyst
Office of Legislative Services

?//‘{//? [0:10 am

Date/Time
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