











NOW,

NABIN-70-18

Native American veterans have provided invaluable service
and allegiance to the United States of America and bring
great honor to their tribal communities.

Within the last 5 years, reports of excessive, and
sometimes deadly, waiting times for 1 terans seeking
governme¢ - healthcare came to tlght, and President Obama
promised accountability. Scott Bronstein & Tom Cohen,

Obama: Shinseki stays for now, but VA misconduct will be
punished, CNN (May 23, 2014) available at www.cnn.com.

In 2010, tribal leaders and representatives offered
comments on the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) and
Indian Health Service (IHS) 2010 Memorandum of
Understanding and other health related issues. One comment
recorded showed that IHS understocd the native culture,
languages, and background; however, IHS did not understand
the specific needs of Native veterans like the VA, 1i.e.
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and traumatic brain
injury (TBIL) . DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS  AFFAIRS: 2012  TRIBAL
CONSULTATION REPORT 1 (2012) .

There 1is currently nc United States Veteran Affairs office
or services on the ©Navajo Nation. This requires Navajo
veterans to travel off reservation to seek veteran
services. The Navajo Nation has established a Veterans
Administration through appropriations from the Navajo
Nation General Fund; however, assistance through the Navajo
Veterans Administration is limited to housing and financial
assistance.

It is in the best interest of the Navajo Nation to reguest
the United States Department of Veterans Affairs to
establish a veteran’s hospital and create personnel
positions to address housing and other benefits on the
Navajo Nation to meet the needs of the Navajo veterans.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

The Navajoc Naticon respectfully requests the United States
Department of Veterans Affairs to establish a veteran’s
hospital and create personne positions to address housing
and other benefits on the Navajo Nation to meet the needs
of the Navajo veterans.

1e Navajo Nation hereby authorizes the Navajo Nation
President, the Navajo Nation Speaker, Navajo Washington
Office and their designees to advocate for this request.
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CERTIFICATION

I, hereby, <certify that the foregoing resolution was duly
considered by the Naabik’iyati’ Committee of the 23rd Navajo Nation
Council at a duly called meeting in Window Rock, Navajo Nation
(Arizona), at which a gquorum was p-esent and that the same was
passed by a vote of 10 in Favor, ani 00 Opposed, on this 09t day

of November 2018.

/’———_—‘\‘ = ' -

— i Wy
LoRenzo C. Bates, Chairman
Naabik’iyati’ Committee

Motioned: Honorable Tuchoney Slim, Jr.
Second Honorable Kee Allen Begay, Jr.

Chairman LoRenzo C. Bates not voting

Pursuant to § 700 (D), A quorum of the committee shall be satisfied
by the presence of two (2) members of each Standing Committee or
a majority of delegates of the Navajo Nation Council.
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1%t Report

THE NAVAJO NATION
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY
LEGISLATION NO.: 0021-19

SPONSOR: Honorable Kee Allen Begay, Jr.

TITLE: An Action relating to Health, Education and Human Services Committee, and
Naabik'ivati' Committee; For the purpose of Discussion, Reaffirmation, and Possible
Amendment of NABIN-70-18 Titled '"An Action Relating to Health, Education and Human
Services and Naabik'ivati' committees; respectfully requesting the United States Veteran
Affairs Administration to Establish a Veterans Hospital and Create Personnel Positions to
Address Housing and Benefits on the Navajo Nation for Navajo Nation Veterans'

Posted: February 6,2019 at 4:40 PM

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: February 11, 2019

Digital Comments received:

Comments Supporting None

Comments Opposing None

Inconclusive Comments None
Legislative SecFetary

Office of Legislative Services

20219 1932 cem

Date/Time
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