
Office of Legislative Counsel 
Telephone: (928) 871-7166 
Fax # (928) 871-7576 

MEMORANDUM 

August 8, 2017 

TO Tom Platero, Executive Director 
Office of Legislative Services 

FROM: 
Levon B. Henry, Chief Legislative Counsel 
Office of Legislative Counsel 

RE CJY-49-17 - No Action by avajo ation President 

Honorable l oRenzo Bates 
Speaker 

23'" Navajo Nation Council 

On July 19, 2017 the Navajo Nation Council considered and passed Resolution CJY-49-
17, Amending of 12 NNC. § J 330(A) and (B), of the Bond Financing Act. The Speaker of the 
Navajo Nation Council certified the resolution on July 28, 2017. On that same day, the Office of 
the President and Vice-President received the resolution for the President 's consideration. Ten 
days later on August 7, 2017, the Office of the President and Vice-President returned the 
resolution to the Office of Legislative Services. Neither the Navajo Nation President nor the 
Vice-President signed the resolution. 

Pursuant to 2 N. .C. § 221 (B) "All resolutions that enact new Navajo law or amend 
existing Navajo law and are adopted by the Navajo Nation Council shall become effective on the 
day the President of the Navajo Nation signs it into law or the Navajo Nation Council takes 
action to override the President's veto ... " Resolution CJY-49-17 specifically refers to 2 N.N.C. 
§ 221(B). The President's powers include signing "legislation passed by the Navajo Nation 
Council into Navajo law within ten calendar days after the certification of the legislation by the 
Speaker. .. " 2 N.N.C. 1005(C)(10). "The President's authority to sign into law or veto 
legislation shall be deemed waived if not exercised within ten calendar days after certification of 
the legislation by the Speaker. .. and the legislation shall be deemed enacted and become effective 
pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 221." 2 N.N.C. § 1005(C)(12). 

The Speaker certified Resolution CJY-49-17 on July 28 and the President's office 
received the resolution on July 28. The ten-day period extended to August 7, 2017. The 
President had not signed the resolution within the ten-day period. Therefore, by law Resolution 
CJY-49-17 is deemed enacted and considered Navajo Nation law. 

cc: Hon. LoRenzo C. Bates, Speaker, Navajo Nation Council 
Hon. Seth Damon, Council Delegate 
Pete Atcitty, Chief of Staff, Legislative Branch 
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