
LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY SHEET 
Tracking No. O( 08-:.z;:i.. 

DATE: June 29, 2022 

TITLE OF RESOLUTION: AN ACT RELATING TO THE HEALTH, EDUCATION 
AND HUMAN SERVICES, LAW AND ORDER, BUDGET AND FINANCE, AND 
NAABIK'IY ATI' COMMITTEES AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; 
REPEALING 9 N.N.C. § 2(C) OF THE DINE MARRIAGE ACT OF 2005, TO 
UNIFORMLY RECOGNIZE ALL MARRIAGES WITHIN THE NAVAJO NATION; 
AND AMENDING OTHER PROVISIONS IN TITLE 9 RELATED TO MARRIAGE 
WITHIN THE NAVAJO NATION 

PURPOSE: This resolution, if approved, will repeal 9 N.N.C. § 2(C) of the Dine Marriage Act of 
2005, Resolution No. CJN-34-05. This legislation also amends other necessary provisions within 
the Navajo Nation Code to conform with this repeal. Necessary provisions include the following: 
9 N.N.C. § 4(E)-Common Law Marriage, 9 N.N.C. § 7-Marriage License, and 9 N.N.C. § 201 
et. seq. This repeal will uniformly recognize all marriages within the Navajo Nation. 

This written summary does not address recommended amendments as may be provided by 
the standing committee. The Office of Legislative Counsel requests each committee member 
to review the proposed resolution in detail. 

OLC No. 22-217-1 
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PROPOSED NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL RESOLUTfhNget & Finance 

24th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL- Fourth Year, 2022 
Naabik'iyati' 

INTRODUCED BY 

Navajo Nati 

::: Sponsor) 

TRACKING NO. 0 I D8'-.:2,2 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES, LAW AND 

ORDER, BUDGET AND FINANCE, AND NAABIK'iYATI' COMMITTEES AND 

THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; REPEALING 9 N.N.C. § 2(C) OF THE DINE 

MARRIAGE ACT OF 2005, TO UNIFORMLY RECOGNIZE ALL MARRIAGES 

WITHIN THE NAVAJO NATION; AND AMENDING OTHER PROVISIONS IN 

TITLE 9 RELATED TO MARRIAGE WITHIN THE NAVAJO NATION 

BE IT ENACTED: 

SECTION ONE. AUTHORITIES 

A. The Navajo Nation Council is the governing body of the Navajo Nation. 2 N.N.C. § 

102(A). 

B. The Naabik'iyati' Committee is a standing committee of the Navajo Nation Council 

empowered to review proposed legislation which requires final action by the Navajo 

Nation Council. 2 N.N.C. §§ 700(A), 164(A)(9). 

C. The Health, Education and Human Services Committee is a standing committee of the 

Navajo Nation Council empowered [t]o establish Navajo Nation policy, promulgate rules 

and regulations governing health, social services, education, human services and general 

government services of the Navajo Nation and its tribal organizations, entities, and 

enterprises. 2 N.N.C. §§ 400(A), 401(8)(1). 
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THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW PUBLICATION 

LEGISLATION NO: 0108-22 - - SPONSOR: Eugene Tso 

TITLE: An Act Relating to the Health, Education and Human Services, Law and 
Order, Budget and Finance, and Naabik'iyati' Committees and the Navajo Nation 
Council; Repealing 9 N.N.C. § 2(C) of the Dine Marriage Act of 2005, to Equally 
Recognize all Marriages within the Navajo Nation; and Amending Other Provisions 
in Title 9 Related to Marriage within the Navajo Nation 

Date posted: June 29, 2022 at 8:42PM 

Digital comments may be e-mailed to comments@navajo-nsn.gov 

Written comments may be mailed to: 

Executive Director 
Office of Legislative Services 

P.O. Box 3390 
Window Rock, AZ 86515 

(928) 871-7586 

Comments may be made in the form of chapter resolutions, letters, 
position papers, etc. Please include your name, position title, address 
for written comments; a valid e-mail address is required. Anonymous 
comments will not be included in the Legislation packet. 

Please note: This digital copy is being provided for the benefit of the Navajo Nation 
chapters and public use. Any political use is prohibited. All written comments received 
become the property of the Navajo Nation and will be forwarded to the assigned Navajo 
Nation Council standing committee(s) and/or the Navajo Nation Council for review. Any 
tampering with public records are punishable by Navajo Nation law pursuant to 17 
N.N.C. §374 et. seq. 



THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY 

LEGISLATION NO.: 0108-22 

SPONSOR: Honorable Eugene Tso 

1st Report 

TITLE: An Act Relating to the Health, Education and Human Services, Law and 
Order, Budget and Finance, and Naabik'iyati' Committees and the Navajo 
Nation Council; Repealing 9 N.N.C. § 2(C) of the Dine Marriage Act of 2005, to 
Equally Recognize all Marriages within the Navajo Nation; and Amending 
Other Provisions in Title 9 Related to Marriage within the Navajo Nation 

Posted: June 29, 2022 at 8:42 PM 

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: July 04, 2022 

Digital Comments received: 

Comments Supporting 

Comments Opposing 

Comments/Recommendations 

Legi~ta 
Office of Legislative Services 

July OS, 2022; 8:30 AM 
Date/Time 
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None 

None 

None 



THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY 

LEGISLATION NO.: 0108-22 

SPONSOR: Honorable Eugene Tso 

2nd Report 

TITLE: An Act Relating to the Health, Education and Human Services, Law and 
Order, Budget and Finance, and Naabik'iyati' Committees and the Navajo 
Nation Council; Repealing 9 N.N.C. § 2(C) of the Dine Marriage Act of 2005, to 
Equally Recognize all Marriages within the Navajo Nation; and Amending 
Other Provisions in Title 9 Related to Marriage within the Navajo Nation 

Posted: June 29, 2022 at 8:42 PM 

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: July 04, 2022 

Digital Comments received: 

Comments Supporting None 

Comments Opposing 1) Fannie Lookingglass 

Comments/Recommendations None 

egis~::s:;.ta 
Office of Legislative Services 

July 06, 2022; 8:40 AM 
Dateffime 
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Comment on 0108-22 

Fannie <flookingglass@yahoo.com> 

Wed 7/6/2022 8:24 AM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

I oppose this legislation because it is culturally unheard of in my upbringing by my parents both non-English speakers 
brought up with strict Navajo traditional teachings. My parents told me about Atnahji'adeezna in historical times when males 
and females separated. To make a long story short, Ye'iitsoh and other beings resulted from the separation because it was not 
natural. If this legislation passes, will that be the beginning of our own demise as a unique Navajo people. I believe we need 
to let this legislation rest. Maybe in another time when our Tribe no longer identifies themselves as Navajo and respect for 
culture becomes a thing of the past, maybe then it can be legislated. 
Fannie Lookinqqlass 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY 

LEGISLATION NO.: 0108-22 

SPONSOR: Honorable Eugene Tso 

3rd Report 

TITLE: An Act Relating to the Health, Education and Human Services, Law and 
Order, Budget and Finance, and Naabik'iyati' Committees and the Navajo 
Nation Council; Repealing 9 N.N.C. § 2{C) of the Dine Marriage Act of 2005, to 
Equally Recognize all Marriages within the Navajo Nation; and Amending 
Other Provisions in Title 9 Related to Marriage within the Navajo Nation 

Posted: June 29, 2022 at 8:42 PM 

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: July 04, 2022 

Digital Comments received: 

Comments Supporting 

Comments Opposing 

Comments/Recommendations 

Leg~creta 
Office of Legislative Services 

July 11, 2022; 11:30 AM 
Dateffime 
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1) Tatyana L. Billy 
2) Ashley Lee 
3) Josie Raphaelito 
4) Harold L. Mason 
5) Krystle Tree 

None 

None 



Tatyana Billy's comments about Same-Sex Marriage 

Fri 7/8/2022 9:13 AM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

Good Morning, 

My name is Tatyana Billy, I am a Dine woman, I was raised to follow tradition as well but as I continue my education, I am 
learning that white supremacist ideologies have infiltrated Navajo tradition. I do not believe our ancestors would 
approve of today's political climate towards same-sex marriage and many other issues that plague this country. 
Although, as a sovereign nation, we need to prove that we can make our own laws without the tyranny of the United 
States interfering with our Dine society. I demand that we continue to protect our LGBTQ2S community and pass a law 
that will protect our sacred and also allow same-sex couples to perform traditional marriage practices, if not, then we 
are no better than the country that continues to end our society. 

Tatyana Billy 

Tatyana L. Billy 
Email: tatyanabilly40@gmail.com 
Phone#: (505; 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



#MarriageNow 

Ashley Lee <ashleytaralee@gmail.com> 

Fri 7/8/2022 4:25 PM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

I, Ashley Lee, from Aneth, UT, Northern Agency in support of Council Delegate Eugene Tso's Legislation No. 0108-22. 
It is not talked about enough the harmful impacts the discriminatory bill against our Dine Adults and Dine Youth on our land! 
I understand the actions of why the bill was created in the first place. However, the side that will be impacted the most of the 
Two-Spirits. We could prevent suicidal ideation, harmful actions against themselves or others, save lives! The Navajo People 
have fought hard to have sovereign right from the government, and we got it! But taking rights from the same Navajo people 
in our own government is sad! It's a big slap to the dace of people of all orientations that we have to fight at home for our 
rights. Protect our LGBTQ+ Children, Protect our LGBTQ+ People! Regardless of their sexual orientation, we shouldn't have our 
rights as being two-spirited taken away by the same people that should be protecting us! We are human too. We want to be 
seen too as humans. We are not the old world idealization. Just because we're more sacred, doesn't mean we should be lesser 
than those in support of that discriminatory bill. What the Navajo nation old government doesn't realize is that more and 
more of our Youth are coming out. I have nephews/nieces that are two-spirited, they're ages ranging from 12-15 years that 
come to me about this bill. And they're scared! They're afraid that the monster created out there has finally made its way to 
home, Dine lands. It makes me scared for them more than myself, Im going to say it now; the people who created that bill 
aren't humans. They're the very monsters we have to keep under control. They don't have a heart to see others different from 
them as humans. It breaks my heart thinking of the many youth and adults that will probably think about taking their lives 
because they're LGBTQ+ here on Navajo lane. Because there own government is against them too. Because Adults that have 
hid away because of disrespectful behavior to them or worst are coming out too. And that's because people are open and 
welcoming about it. That's the way it should always be, make our people feel at home. Feel safe. This is where we all came 
from and taking the reason why were here to make this home away isn't it. This is the new world, you can't get rid of us. We're 
not hiding. We're here to fight! Change is coming! It may not be the Navajo People, but Two-Spirits that pave the way to start 
other much needed political conversations. 

Thank you. 
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



We Support Marriage Equality 

Josie Raphaelito <jraphaelito@gmail.com> 

Sat 7/9/2022 11 :34 AM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

Ya'at'eeh, 

I'm reaching out as a proud Dine woman who 
identifies with the LGBTQ+ and Two-Spirit 
community. As a public health professional, 
advocate for Two-Spirit and Native LGBTQ+ 
relatives, and a daughter, sister, wife, and auntie, I 
strongly support new legislation to finally establish 
marriage equality for the Navajo Nation. It's time to 
decolonize our way of thinking and treat each of 
our relatives as the beautiful and sacred human 
beings the Holy People created us as. It's time to 
be inclusive. It's time to be kind to one another. It's 
time to treat everyone with the respect and dignity 
we all deserve as five fingered beings. Let's do 
this together! 

A'he'hee, 

Josie Raphaelito 
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



Equal mariage 

Harold Mason <hrldmsn78@gmail.com> 

Mon 7/11/2022 9:36 AM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

I support all types of marriage no matter the sex. I think anyone should be able to get married regardless of their gender. 
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



Legislation 0108-22 

Krystle Tree <krystletree@gmail.com> 

Mon 7/11/2022 9:36 AM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

Hello, 
I am writing in support to equally recognize ALL marriages on our great Navajo Nation. It is about time we move to a more progressive 
stance and show all our people that we respect and welcome them. Love between adults should not be dictated by white, christian-based 
norms. ALL our Dine people have the right to choose who they marry and I believe our government should not be the barrier when it 
comes to same-sex marriages. Please vote to approve legislation 0107-22 sponsored by Eugene Tso. 
Thank you, 
Krystle Tree 
Kayenta Chapter 
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
24TH NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 

FOURTH YEAR 2022 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mr. Speaker, 

The HEAL TH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE to whom has 
been assigned: 

Legislation No. 0108-22: An Act Relating to the Health, Education and Human 
Services, Law and Order, Budget and Finance, and Naabik'iyati' Committees and the 
Navajo Nation Council; Repealing 9 N.N.C. § 2(C) of the Dine Marriage Act of 2005, to 
Equally Recognize all Marriages within the Navajo Nation; and Amending Other 
Provisions in Title 9 Related to Marriage within the Navajo Nation 

Sponsor: Council Delegate Eugene Tso 

Has had it under consideration and reports the same with the recommendation that it 
FAILS with no amendment 

And thence is referred to the Law and Order Committee. 

Date: July 13, 2022 

Main Motion: 

Respectfully submitted, 

~7:-~ 
Daniel E. Tso, Chairman 
Health, Education and Human Services Committee 
24th Navajo Nation Council 

Motion: Honorable Pernell Halona 
Second: Honorable Charlaine Tso 
Vote: 1-2-0 



HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Regular Meeting 
July 13, 2022 

Legislation No. 0108-22: An Act Relating to the Health, Education and Human 
Services, Law and Order, Budget and Finance, and Naabik'iyati' Committees and the 
Navajo Nation Council; Repealing 9 N.N.C. § 2(C) of the Dine Marriage Act of 2005, to 
Equally Recognize all Marriages within the Navajo Nation; and Amending Other 
Provisions in Title 9 Related to Marriage within the Navajo Nation 

Sponsor: Council Delegate Eugene Tso 

VOTE TALLY SHEET: 

Main Motion: 
Motion: Honorable Pernell Halona 
Second: Honorable Charlaine Tso 

Yea: Charlaine Tso 
Nay: Paul Begay, Jr.; Edison J. Wauneka 
Not Voting: Daniel E. Tso (Presiding Chairman); Pernell Halona; Carl R. Slater 
Excused: 
Absent: 
Vote: 1-2-0 

Darnel E. Tso, Chairman 
Health, Education and Human Services Committee 
24th Navajo Nation Council 

Angelita nally, Legislative Advis 
Health, Education and Human Se · es Committee 
Office of Legislative Services 




