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Committee Report

THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE NAVAJO
NATION COUNCIL to whom has been assigned;

LEGISLATION NO. 0047-21

AN ACTION RELATING TO HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES AND NAABIK’IYATI’
COMMITTEES AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; RESCINDING CO-84-20, ENTITLED, “AN
ACTION RELATING TO AN EMERGENCY FOR THE NAVAJO NATION; OPPOSING ALL IN-PERSON
INSTRUCTION AT ALL SCHOOLS INTENDING TO REOPEN WITHIN THE NAVAJO NATION AMIDST
COVID-19; SUPPORTING THE NAVAJO NATION BOARD OF EDUCATION IN RECOMMENDING
VIRTUAL LEARNING”.

Sponsor: Honorable Carl Roessel Slater
Co-Sponsor: Honorable Edison J. Wauneka
Co-Sponsor: Honorable Pernell Halona

(Eligible for Committee Action March 23, 2021)

Has had under consideration and report the same with the recommendation that
Legislation 0047-21 pass with no amendment and no directive; and therefore
referred the same to the NAABIK’IYATI COMMITTEE OF THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL

Respectfully Submitted,

L 4. A

Dani¥l’ E. Tso, Chairﬂeréon
Health, Education and Human Services Committee

March 24, 2021 - Main Motion

Motion by: Honorable Pernell Halona

Seconded by: Honorable Paul Begay Jr.

Vote: 4 in favor; 1 Opposed; Chairperson Not Voting

Yeas: Pernell Halona, Carl R. Slater, Edison J. Wauneka, Paul Begay
Jr.

Nays: Charlaine Tso

Not Voting: Daniel E. Tso

Absent (excused):
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HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE
Regular Meeting
March 24, 2021

Roll Call
Vote Tally Sheet

THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE NAVAJO
NATION COUNCIL to whom has been assigned;

LEGISLATION NO. 0047-21

AN ACTION RELATING TO HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES AND NAABIK'IYATI'
COMMITTEES AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; RESCINDING CO-84-20, ENTITLED, “AN
ACTION RELATING TO AN EMERGENCY FOR THE NAVAJO NATION; OPPOSING ALL IN-PERSON
INSTRUCTION AT ALL SCHOOLS INTENDING TO REOPEN WITHIN THE NAVAJO NATION AMIDST
COVID-19; SUPPORTING THE NAVAJO NATION BOARD OF EDUCATION IN RECOMMENDING
VIRTUAL LEARNING”.

Sponsor: Honorable Carl Roessel Slater
Co-Sponsor: Honorable Edison J. Wauneka
Co-Sponsor: Honorable Pernell Halona

(Eligible for Committee Action March 23, 2021)

March 24, 2021 - Main Motion

Motion by: Honorable Pernell Halona

Seconded by: Honorable Paul Begay Jr.

Vote: 4 in favor; 1 Opposed; Chairperson Not Voting

Yeas: Pernell Halona, Carl R. Slater, Edison J. Wauneka, Paul Begay
Jr.

Nays: Charlaine Tso

Not Voting: Daniel E. Tso

Absent (excused) :

’ ci{w% ZC Qﬁr

Daniel E. Tso, Chairperson
Health, Education and Human Services Committee

rd

Wlnet @ oo

Michele M. Cook, Legislative Advisor Pro Tem
Health, Education and Human Services Committee
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374 Report

THE NAVAJO NATION
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY
LEGISLATION NO.: 0047-21

SPONSOR: Honorable Carl R. Slater

TITLE: An Action Relating to Health, Education, and Human Services and
Naabik’iyati’ Committees and the Navajo Nation Council; Rescinding CO-84-
20, Entitled, “An Action Relating to an Emergency for the Navajo Nation;
Opposing All In-Person Instruction at all Schools Intending to Reopen within
the Navajo Nation Amidst COVID-19; Supporting the Navajo Nation Board of
Education in Recommending Virtual Learning”

Posted: March 17,2021 at 5:13 PM

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: March 22, 2021

Digital Comments received:

1) Dane Smith

2) LaVerne Deschner-Dillon
3) Eilene Joe

4) Shaun Haven

1) Ervin Chavez

2) Naal Zheehi

3) Cheryl Johns

4) Delarissa Tacheene

5) Jessie Henderson

6) Vanessa Curtis

7) Renae Whiterock

8) Lorlene Atencio

9) Vanessa Mescal

10) Mikesha Nez

11) Evangeline Kesoli

12) LaTanya McCabe

1) Northern Navajo Agency
2) Shiprock Chapter

3) Upper Fruitland Chapter
4) Tiis Tsoh Sikaad Chapter
Comments/Recommendations 5) Tse Daa K’aan Chapter
6) Toadlena/Two Grey Hills Chapter
7) San Juan Chapter

8) Jolene Yazzie

9) Leona Nelson

Comments Supporting

Comments Opposing
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34 Report

10) Skinny Foster

11) Audreann Wauneka
12) Marsha Tracy
13) Nita Hogue

14) Aaron Simonson
15) Lenora Simonson
16) Tennell Gilmore
17) Lucia Perry

18) Marie Morales
19) Genice West

20) Arlene Tsosie

21) Gail Begay

22) Andrea Billy

23) Belinda Badonie
24) Vee Humingbird

|

Legisl!itive Tracking Secretary
Office of Legislative Services

Witwoh 2, 2021 128 Tpm

Date/Time

Page 2 of 2



Support for Legislation 0046-21 and 0047-21

Dane Smith <gr8tdane505@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 4:38 PM

To.comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Dear Honorable Council Delegates:

| am strongly urging your support for Legislation 0046-21 and 0047-21 to rescind online only instruction. In short, parents and students
need to make the decisions themselves about what's best for their education. Online only instruction has been bad for our students and
had a negative impact on their education.

Schools and districts should be allowed to reopen in a safe and smart manner with all proper precautions taken, while also respecting and
honoring parent/student choice.

It seems misleading by the President to say that rescinding these legislations will lead to schools and classrooms being packed to capacity
with no safety measures in place. It almost seems like scare tactics and misinformation to say that schools will become COVID-19 hotspots
and putting kids and families in danger. Schools should be allowed to reopen in a safe manner with appropriate safety precautions and
oversight in place.

It's not right when casinos on the Nation are allowed to reopen, while schools can't. Where's the logic or wisdom in that decision?

Vaccinations have been rapidly deployed, vaccinations are at high levels, and COVID-19 infections are down. | also understand that schools
have been aggressively pushing to get their school staff (teachers) vaccinated and students over 16+ vaccinated.

Please examine facts, rather than gossip, rumors, and caving in to scare tactics when making this vote. In-person or online/virtual only
instruction for students still remains parent choice. Allow parents the ability to make the decision about what is best for their kids. Don't take
that away. Our kids and students deserve the very best education and online only isn't cutting it. Please vote YES to rescind Legislation
0046-21 and 0047-21. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Dane Smith
Shiprock, NM

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Legislation No. 0047-21

Deschner-Dillon, Laverne <Laver.Deschnerdillon@BIE.EDU >

Thu 3/25/2021 4:41 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

| am in favor of the legislation. We were not able to provide direct instruction to a majority of our students,
due to the pandemic, lack of infrastructure, etc., The delivery of learning packets, was not suitable for
students that needed hands-on learning. This is the main concern of us educators, or employees at a school.

LaVerne Deschner-Dillon

Business Specialist (Human Resources)
MANY FARMS HIGH SCHOOL

PO. Box

MANY FARMS, AZ 86538

(928) 781-6212, ext. 5204
Fax: (928) 781-6355

From: Knight, Tonya M <tonya.knight@bie.edu>

Sent: Tuesday, March 23, 2021 2:25 PM

To: Andrade, Christina M <christina.andrade@BIE.EDU>; Bahe, Herman <Herman.Bahe @BIE.EDU>; Balsar, Cayla
<cayla.balsar@bie.edu>; Begay, Cynthia H <Cynthia.Begay@BIE.EDU>; Begay, Emmalana <emmalana.begay@BIE.EDU>;
Begay, Gary <Gary3.Begay@BIE.EDU>; Begay, Gary <gary2.begay@bie.edu>; Begay, Harrison
<Harrison.Begay@BIE.EDU>; Begay, Jonathan A <jonathana.begay@bie.edu>; Begay, Lila M <LILA.BEGAY@BIE.EDU>;
Begay, Miranda J <Miranda.Begay@BIE.EDU>; Bekay, Bobbie J <bobbie.bekay@BIE.EDU>; Bell, Brian A
<Brian.Bell@bie.edu>; Benallie, Marty <martybenallie@bie.edu>; Benally, Brenda A <BRENDA.BENALLY@BIE.EDU>;
Benally, Leonard <leonard.benally@BIE.EDU>; Bitsilly, Lula A <lula.bitsilly@bie.edu>; Bitsui, llene
<ilene.bitsui@BIE.EDU>; Charley, Jonathan <Jonathan.Charley@BIE.EDU>; Chee, Elroy R <Elroy.Chee @BIE.EDU>; Claw,
Edison J <Edison.Claw@BIE.EDU>; Crosby, Diandra <diandra.crosby@BIE.EDU>; Cunnane, Enda F
<Enda.Cunnane@BIE.EDU>; Dan, Arnold <Arnold.Dan@BIE.EDU>; Dejolie, Gallie <gallie.dejolie@BIE.EDU>; Descheenie,
Jeffery J <Jeffery.Descheenie@BIE.EDU>; Deschenie, Tullus S <tullus.deschenie @BIE.EDU>; Deschner-Dillon, Laverne
<Laver.Deschnerdillon@BIE.EDU>; De Wilde, Joseph C <joseph.dewilde@BIE.EDU>; Dick, Sheldon
<Sheldon.Dick@BIE.EDU>; Boyd, Corvina D <Corvina.Boyd @BIE.EDU>; Etsitty, Dale S <dale.etsitty @BIE.EDU>; Etsitty,
Linda E <Linda.Etsitty@BIE.EDU>; Francher, Dorothy J <dorothy.francher@BIE.EDU>; Francis, Donny D
<Donny.Francis@BIE.EDU>; Garcia, Eunice A <Eunice.Garcia@BIE.EDU>; Harvey, Mary L <Mary.Harvey@BIE.EDU>;
Haven, Lovelene R <lovelene.haven@BIE.EDU>; Hobson, Cecilia M <Cecilia.Hobson@BIE.EDU>; James, Roland
<Roland.James@BIE.EDU>; James, Tulene R <Tulene.James@BIE.EDU>; Begay, John H <John.Begay@BIE.EDU>; Johnson,
Donna A <Donna.Johnson@BIE.EDU>; Lamothe, Michael O <Michael.Lamothe@BIE.EDU>; Lee, Tina R
<Tina.Lee@BIE.EDU>; Leonard, Jerren <JERREN.LEONARD@BIE.EDU>; Littleben, Irene <Irene.Littleben@BIE.EDU>;
Martin, Daniel N <daniel.martin@BIE.EDU>; Martinez, Bertha <Bertha.Martinez@BIE.EDU>; Mckinley, Reid
<Reid.Mckinley@BIE.EDU>; Miller, Alvin M <Alvin.Miller@BIE.EDU>; Morris, Cecelia <Cecelia.Morris@BIE.EDU>; Morris,
Leonardra E <Leonardra.Morris@bie.edu>; Nalwood, Velma M <Velma.Nalwood @BIE.EDU>; Oakham, Rebecca L
<REBECCA.OAKHAM@BIE.EDU>; Pete-Deschenie, Joanne E <joanne.pete-descheni@BIE.EDU>; Preston, Raven W
<Raven.Preston@BIE.EDU>; Sam, Brian C <Brian.Sam@BIE.EDU>; Shaw, Carma L <Carma.Shaw@BIE.EDU>; Shepherd,
Timothy <Timothy.Shepherd @BIE.EDU>; Smith, Daniel J <daniel.smith@BIE.EDU>; Stevens, Eugene E
<Eugene.Stevens@BIE.EDU>; Tabaha, Shirley <Shirley.Tabaha@BIE.EDU>; Taylor, Davidson <Davidson.Taylor@BIE.EDU>;



Support to Legislation No 004 7-21

Eilene Joe <eilenejoe86@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 5:21 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Good afternoon,

| am in support of Legistlation No 0047-21 for our children to return to the classroom. Our children have been out of the
classroom to long. Science supports children to return to school. We cannot to continue to be grip with fear and keep
our children home. Our children need in classroom learning, it is apart of their development. Many children are failing
because their parents are working or lacking parent involvement. To my understanding teachers are fully vaccinated and
they also know that we still have safety protocols to fallow to keep our children safe daily. Please return our children
back in the classroom, the majority of the world have return to school but not us. Thank you for hearing me out, and
thank you for your time.

Eilene Joe

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Legislation No. 0047-21

Shaun Haven <shaunhaven@icloud.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 8:37 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Dear Sir,

We are residents of the Chinle chapter and we are in favor of having our children return to in-person schooling. Statistically, the Navajo
Area Indian Health Service reported that over 191,064 vaccine doses have been provided reservation-wide. At this point there have been
few to no new cases reported in the Chinle area in the last couple of weeks. If we can implement precautionary measures, like other
schools located off the reservation, there is a lower risk to our youth overall. For many of our school children, the school environment is
often the safest place for them to be. Teachers, as well as community members with the highest risk, have been given the vaccination.

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention has the following tool box for schools to safely open: Essential Elements of Safe K-12 school
Operations for In-Person Learning.

In general, the academic progress and social maturity of our children are hindered the longer they remain at home. Our children should be
allowed to return to in-person schooling, especially if schools plan on utilizing safety procedures that are recommended by the CDC.

Shaun Haven, Teacher
Chinle Junior High School

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Legislation 47-21

Ervin Chavez <echvz0953@outlook.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 2:31 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

| am hereby submitting this opposition to rescind CO 84-20 which put all Navajo Nation School on to on-line schooling
due to COVID 19. Even with the numbers of COVID Infections going down with the availability of vaccine, the unknown
factor still remains. | strongly feel that to reopen everything like schools and businesses too soon will spike the COVID
numbers again. Another virus call the variant virus is making its way across this nation. Putting our children back to in-
person learning again will put them and their families in danger of illness again much like COVID did. The Navajo Nation
needs to wait until the fall to reopen. By then we should know how the COVID and VARIANT virus are being handle. We
only have 8 weeks left in School Year 2020-2021 and we should let the school year continue on-line. We need to make
our own decisions based on the safety of our children and people and not just follow what State Schools are doing. The
community schools fully support the position of President Nez when he stated that School year 2020-2021 should
remain on-line.

Ervin Chavez, Nageezi Chapter President, DzilthNaOdilthle Grant school Board President and Dine Bil Ota School Board
President.

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Rox Daw Legislation No. 0047-21

Naal Zheehi <naalzheehi@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 4:40 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 24thnnc <24thnnc@navajo-nsn.gov>; navajonationpubliccomments@gmail.com
<navajonationpubliccomments@gmail.com>;

| am a teacher who opposes the reopening of schools. As teachers, we are completely overwhelmed yet we continue to persevere through
daily challenges at the cost of our own mental and emotional health. Virtual learning is safer and has been the only consistency in the
childrens lives and we all have been through so much. A change would require hasty decision making and lack of coordination. We keep
piling and piling on the stress without much success . More thorough planning, logistics, communication, and understanding needs to
| addressed so why not work those out during the next coming months and be prepared for the upcoming school year. We may not get the
‘ support of parents, administration, school boards regarding our say or our health, but a path to better equipping each school and teachers
is more proactive rather than hurdling the students back into an environment of uncertainty and lack of school leadership and community
‘ support of their teachers.

| enjoy teaching students but this time | speak for my own health and this entire year has not been easy on anyone. Prepare to open until

the new school year.
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.
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Legislation No. 0047-21

Cheryl Johns <cheryljohnsO7@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 4:40 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Good morning/afternoon,

|, Cheryl Johns, a parent of an elementary (3rd grade) and junior high (7th grade) students, are not in favor of reopening the schools this
school year; 2020-2021. We are currently in 4th quarter of the year, and it seems as though teachers, staff, students, and some parents have
found a routine and groove of how this school year has been going. Personally, my children are now used to receiving their classroom
instruction virtually. They have gained independence, responsibility, and more knowledge from distance home learning. This may not be the
case for every household that has children in K-12 schools, however, what is the proposed plan to return students to school?

A mass return to the school wouldn't seem like the right way to go as we (Navajo Nation) haven't been without COVID-19 positive cases for
more than a month. Some of our people are still on the fence about receiving the vaccine, and if these individuals are in a household that
has children in K-12 schools, how do we assure our children are safe from contracting the virus. Children under the ages of 15 are still
susceptible to the virus because they cannot receive the vaccine. Older children ages 16+ should be encouraged to receive the vaccine to
cut down the possibility of a spread especially when schools share both the Junior High and High School building such as Whitehorse High
School in Montezuma Creek, Utah.

If we are looking at options for the next school year; 2021-2022, that's a different story. The option that would ease my mind and possibly
other parents is to only have 50% of the students return on certain days and the other 50% on another day to be able to maintain the 6ft
social distancing (3ft in schools especially for younger children doesn't seem plausible right now).

These are my thoughts, but I'm sure they differ greatly from parents who are both working or single-parents, as their children could be in
need of more clear instruction on a daily basis. It is also children who are living with grandparents are the ones in need of more in-person
instruction.

Thank you for taking the time to read my email and taking into consideration my and other parent’s concerns.
Kind regards,

Cheryl J.
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Delarissa Tacheene- Legislation No. 0047-21

Delarissa <delarissa@yahoo.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 4:41 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

As a member of the Navajo Nation, | am opposed to Legislation No. 0047-21. I'm concerned about the health and safety of our staff, their
families, our students, and their families. We do not know if all staff and student family members have received their COVID 19

vaccination shot(s) in their household or those they are in contact with. Continuing our schools online is still our safest option. Starting
school in person in the fall will give schools more time to prepare and also give families ample time to receive their vaccination shots. Please
reconsider the soft opening of our schools. Thank you.

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.




LEGISLATION NO. 0047-21

*me-me* <franhndrsn@yahoo.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 4:41 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

| am In full support of school continuing virtual learning. School should remain closed until COVID-19
is completely diminished. As a mom and professional educator, | do not feel comfortable for my child
or myself to return to school. | know that some families have not receive the vaccine. Therefore
families may carry this from home to work to schools.

Please keep our families safe and the Navajo Nation safe in keeping schools virtual.

Thank you,

Jessie Henderson

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Legislation 0047-21

Vanessa Curtis <n3ssi3.curtis@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 5:10 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Vanessa Curtis

I'd like to oppose to reopening the schools in the Navajo reservation due to the covid-19 virus. Reading on how the numbers have
decreased is very touching but we as a nation aren't out of the clear just yet and | think we should take the remainder of this school year to
stay social distancing and continue with virtual learning. Our children are our future and their lives would be at risk since the virus hit the
Navajo Nation the hardest. Please don't send them back just yet. Give it the remainder of this school year and look to August to reopen.

Thank you.
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Legislation No. 0047-21

Renae Whiterock <renae.whiterock@tcbstbird.net>

Thu 3/25/2021 5:11 PM

To:24thnnc <24thnnc@navajo-nsn.gov>; comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Name: Renae Whiterock
Re: Legislation No. 0047-21

My name is Renae Whiterock. | am a teacher at the Tuba City
Boarding School. Before | give my input on, from the bottom of my
heart. | would like to take this time to thank our Navajo Nation President
and Navajo Nation Leaders for helping all those in need, keeping our
people safe, and providing the updated information about COovVID-19. |
know the Lord our Savior will have his special blessings bestowed upon
these individuals that are so giving of themselves and their time. May the
good Lord continue to be with each and everyone of you.

| OPPOSE in person instruction. | believe our lives and the lives of
others to be more important than attendance to get more money for our
schools. We have the technological tools to assist our children/students
in virtual learning. | love teaching. It’s always been my love and passion
to work with children from all walks of life. | just think of all the little
ones that like to give hugs and steal hugs. Some of them, like to touch,
touch, and touch some more. At times or the majority of the time, these
little ones express themselves through play. Therefore, | am not
comfortable in sending them (Children and Staff) back into the
classrooms. It’s like a death march. And, we are going to wait for who's
going to get shot in the front lines when we know in our hearts, it is
preventable by using the tools that we already have at our disposal. But
once a life is taken, it is never to return.

As we all know, COVID-19 is constantly mutating. We also have the
deadly and contagious Brazillian Variant out there taking more lives with
NO vaccine insight at this point in time. This mutating viruses have
different affects on the physical and emotional well-being of each
individual. Whether you are physically fit or not. | have lost young loved



ones to this virus besides the adults. My Daughter is a frontline worker.
She works as a Laboratory Supervisor. She was the first in our family to
get the virus. Through prayer and proper nutrition and exercise she made
it. The fear and uncertainty is enough to kill a person. This is something
we do not see. People that have not been exposed or know of individuals
that have been exposed are at times ignorant. Some of them are
asymptomatic, in which, is very deadly to people with underlying health
conditions like myself along with the majority of the Navajo Nation’s
population.

| believe we need to continue to monitor schools that have
reopened. Furthermore, | would feel more comfortable if our
students/children get vaccinated for COVID-19, too. Since, it is still in the
works, we should wait for reopening our schools on the Navajo
Reservation.

If everything works out for the Navajo Nation Schools reopening
plan, we should continue to monitor our COVID-19 positives and deaths.
But, add COVID-19 student data collection for our Navajo Nation for our
student population. The information should be provided with the regions
within the Navajo Reservation focusing on schools that have high/low
COVID-19 positives and deaths (May God forbid.).

Since, we have a high population of diabetes on the Navajo Nation.
We need to include the Diabetes data stemming from our Navajo student
population, too. We also have to continue to take into consideration our
extended family household numbers. It only takes a droplet to get an
individual sick. That one COVID-19 carrier can infect others.

Other matters to consider, too are our schools ventilation systems,
restroom sizes, and classroom sizes. School students, parents, and staff
need to be trained in dealing with this new form of classroom preparation
and learning.

In conclusion, we are dealing with a deadly virus that continues to
mutate and it is heartless in destroying lives and taking lives. | hope our
Navajo Nation continues to wait on reopening through continues data
collection in all avenues in dealing with this virus. | appreciate your time
and cooperation, thank-you.

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Legislation N0.0047-21

Lorlene Atencio <lorleneatencio693@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 5:11 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

| oppose reopening of schools until maybe next year but not now. Doing good with online from home. Thank you.

Lorlene Atencio
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Legislation No. 0047-21

Vanessa Mescal <vmescal07@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 5:12 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

This legislation should not be passed.

The schools my children attend are not fully prepared to receive children.

HVAC systems are still being worked on.

Classrooms are not prepared with barriers between students (plexi-glass).

There is not enough sanitizing and cleaning supplies for the number of children to be in attendance.
The school personnel have not shared any protocols to the parents as to how to safeguard our children.
The schools are still in the process of putting guidelines in place.

Please allow our children to complete their school through virtual learning.

We've lost too many of our relatives to this virus.

Let's not subject our children to the virus too soon until we have safe guidelines and PPE in place.

| recommend council members to visit or receive updated reports from schools within the Navajo Nation on how far along they are in
preparing their school for children to return to school.

Thank you
VMescal
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Mikesha Nez "Legislation No. 0047-21"

keishaa N <nzkeish@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 5:12 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 24thnnc <24thnnc@navajo-nsn.gov>; navajonationpubliccomments@gmail.com
<navajonationpubliccomments@gmail.com>;

Good Afternoon,

My name is Mikesha Nez and | am a mother of a five-year-old just starting Kindergarten this coming school year. | oppose Legislation No.
0047-21. | do not think students should return back to school until the pandemic clears. Especially the children who are currently unable to
get the vaccine because it is not available to them. I do think that in-person learning should be available to students who were able to get
their vaccines, but students under the age of 16 should be allowed to continue virtual learning until such time they can get vaccinated.
Personally | do not trust that the individual's my son is being exposed to while at school are being mindful and could possibly expose my
son to the virus. The school also cannot guarantee that the proper social distancing and mask mandates are being followed by all students
and staff. I've lost family members and customers |'ve worked closely with to this virus and I don't plan on losing my only son because the
school needs continued funding.

Thank You.
Mikesha Nez.
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



"Legislation No. 0047-21"

Evangeline Kesoli <ekesoli@sjsd.org>

Thu 3/25/2021 5:21 PM

To:;comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

| Good morning,

| My name is Evangeline Kesoli and I'm writing to you to put in my comment about Legislation No. 0047-21. | work at a local school here in

; Monument Valley,Utah and | am still very concerned about reopening the schools back up. | myself am a covid survivor and | was flown to

| another location away from the reservation to get medical care. Through the whole process of being covid sick, it has been the most

| terrifying experience in my life! My fear of not returning back to my family has affected me to the extreme because I'm a mother of 2. |

1 don't ever want anyone to go through what | went through and\or lose a family member as others have. So let's keep up the good work
we're doing to stay safe and keep our numbers down until it's safe to go back into schools. So at this time | won't agree to reopening the
schools on the Navajo reservation. The way Covid affected our reservation is so devastating!! With our kids not getting vaccinated, it's a big
risk. Also | just heard of a coworker's son that tested positive the other day, then | know it's not safe. Thank you for listening to my concern.

Vangie Kesoli
~Have a great day~
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



LaTanya McCabe; Legistaltion No. 0047-21

latanya mccabe <Imccabe26@yahoo.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 5:21 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 24thnnc <24thnnc@navajo-nsn.gov>; navajonationpubliccomments@gmail.com
<navajonationpubliccomments@gmail.com>;

Hi My Name is LaTanya McCabe, Naasht'ezhi Tabaahi nishli doo Dzil t'aad Kinyaa'aanii ei bashishchiin, Shash Dine'e
Kinyaa'aanii ei dah shicheii, doo Tsedeeshgishnii ei dah shinali. | am from White Mesa, which is near the community of
Kaibeto, Az.

I'm writing to oppose the Legislation NO. 0047-21. Here are some reasons:

1. The CDC guidlines are still in a stage of studying the virus and there's still not cure for it thus far.

2. Our children are not vaccinated. It is too soon to open schools to our children.

3. Not everyone is vaccinated, yet it is still in the observation stage.

4. Schools are far along thin setting already, just finish the year this way.

5. Our school distributed laptops with hotspots for our students. They are still learning to learn in this setting but it's a college
readiness skill for all children.

6. Alot of funds were allocated to support learning in this setting, it should be used all the way thru. Teachers are learning this
new way, it's challenging but great to be more versatile in delivering instruction.

7. Our children may get the wrong idea and become comfortable which will make them vulerable.

As a parent:

| have set ground rules and procedures for my family when we leave our home. | leave only once or twice a week, to run
errands. SO returning to work i would have to leave from my home everyday and return to my kids not knowing if i may have
became in contact with another employee or student with a virus. I'm the only parent in my household, and the only provider
as well. We have been safe from the virus. I'd like to keep it that way until there is legit facts that we are ALL safe.

Working from home has been tough, but we are almost done with the school year and pushing forward everyday, as long as
we are all safe and everyone else too.

If we open schools, then Schools are going to be held liable for contracting the virus, even if it's noone's fault. It will be
blamed on the school. In making this decision i hope that my concern is considered and hope that other's are saying the
same thing.

| know as a teacher i should be rooting for kids going to school and bump up the test scores....not for me, there's more to a
students than a statistic. We are DIne people and taking this into the holistic view, look at how it will change and affect
everything else.

Respectfully,
Ms. LaTanya McCabe

Being a teacher in my community safety and health precautions are taken seriously.

LaTanya McCabe
Have great day!

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



NORTHERN NAVAJO AGENCY COUNCIL
THE NAVAJO NATION

NNAC-103-2021

REAFFIRMING AND SUPPORTING THE RELATED TO EDUCATION BY THE 24TH NAVAIC NATION COUNCIL AND THE

NAVAJO NATION BOARD COF EDUCATION: APPROVING AND REQUIRING THAT ALL NAVAJO NATION SCHOOLS
PROVIDE VIRTUAL OR ONLINE LEARNING OPTIONS ONLY, WITH NO FACE TO FACE INSTRUCTION FOR THE SECOND

SEMESTER OF THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR .

WHEREAS:

1.

Pursuant to IGRD-269-05, the Northern Agency Council is a recognized political subdivision of the Navajo
Nation and has the authority to advocate and make appropriate recommendations on behalf of the 20
Northern Navajo Agency Chapters to the Navajo Nation Government, Federal, State and local entities for
appropriate action; and

The Northern Navajo Agency Council recognizes the Navajo Nation Board of Education (hereinafter the
“Board”) is the education agent in the Executive Branch for the purpose of overseeing the operation of all
schools serving the Navajo Nation. 10 N.N.C. §106 (A). The Board carries out its duties and responsibilities
through the Department of Diné Education {(hereafter the “Department”). 10 N.N.C. §106 (G)(3).

The Northern Navajo Agency Council recognizes the Department is the administrative agency within the
Navajo Nation with responsibility and authority for implementing and enforcing the educational laws of the
Navajo Nation. 2 N.N.C. §1801(B); 10 N.N.C. §107(A). The Department is under the immediate direction of
the Navajo Nation Superintendent of Schools, subject to the overall direction of the Board. 10 N.N.C. §107(B).
The Northern Navajo Agency Council understands that the Navajo Nation has substantial authority and broad
jurisdiction to regulate all matters within its territorial boundaries pursuant to its inherent sovereignty and
the Treaty of 1868. This authority and Law 100-297 grant, Public Law 93-638 contract, Bureau of Indian
Education-operated schools, higher education institutions, and all FACE programs, early childhood education
programs, and Navajo Head Start programs located on the Navajo Nation.

The Northern Navajo Agency Council membership understand that the Coronavirus disease (“COVID-19") is a
global infecting substantial number of people, which has spread exponentially and increased globally, as
indicated by the Centers for Disease Control (“CDC”), the World Health Organization ("WHO”), and other
public health organizations located within the United States and regionally.

The Northern Navajo Agency Council recognizes that the Board maintains that the COVID-19 pandemic
highlights the importance of our multiple school systems (Bureau of indian Education-funded, public,
chapter, private) and the need for a consistent, coherent, actionable and fully resources plan to support
every school district reopening during the 2020-2021 academic year.

The Northern Navajo Agency Council understand that the schools shouid be guided by the latest health
information from the Navajo Depariment of Health, Navajo Health Command Operations Center, and the
Center for Disease Control and supplemented to the extend the Best Practice Guidance document and the
Re-opening Status Schedule go beyond what those plans provide.

The Northern Navajo Agency Council recognizes that the Navajo Nation’s school re-opening guidelines were
developed in consultation with stakeholders from BIE-funded schools, school leaders, BIE officials, parents,
and other stakeholders. The guidelines affirm the work and efforts to support local school superintendents,
school leaders, and administrators, parents, students, and other stakeholders to ensure a smooth transition
to reopen schools, for the 2020-21 school year in a manner informed by health data, applicable and



actionable CDC, Navajo Nation, state and local health agency guidance, while prioritizing the health and
safety of students and staff.

9. The Northern Navajo Agency Council supports the October 20, 2020, the Navajo Nation Council approval of
Resolution CO-84-20, “Opposing all in-person instruction at all schools intending to reopen within the Navajo
Nation amidst COVID-19; supporting the Navajo Nation Board of Education in recommending virtual
learning.” Resolution CO-84-20 is still in effect “(u)ntil the complete safety of all Navajo children can be
assured by the federal and state governments, the Navajo Nation support virtual learning for all schools
located on the Navajo Nation with an exception for limited target populations such as students with
disabilities.”

10. The Northern Navajo Agency Council supports the COVID-19 data provided by the Center for Disease Control
and the Navajo Nation’s coordinated health command, the gating criteria to safely reopen schools presently
remains at “0.”

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The Northern Navajo Agency Council hereby supports the Navajo Nation Board of Education that approved
and required all schools located on the Navajo Nation, including Public Law 100-297 grant schools, Public Law
93-638 contract schools, Bureau of Indian Education-operated schools, public schools, {including charter
schools), private schools, parochial schools, higher educational institutions, early childhood programs
including CCDF, Head Start, FACE Programs, and all other after-schoo! programs provide virtual or online
learning options only, without face-to-face instruction, until the Navajo Nation deems it safe to return to
face-to-face instruction.

2. The Northern Navajo Agency Council supports the Navajo Nation Council Resolution CO-84-20 and Navajo
Nation Board of Education directive and empowers the Superintendent of Schools to take any action deemed
as necessary and proper to carry out the safety of our students and staff.

CERTIFICATION

We hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered by the Northern Navajo Agency Council at a duly
called meeting via teleconference at which a quorum was present. A motion was made by Harry Descheenie, Jr. and
seconded by Ella Frazier and the same was passed by a vote of 49 in favor, 1 opposed, and 1 abstained, this 20" day
of March, 2021.

el

D‘Ir/.(. Kaibah Begaykﬁatgg({(ﬂ

]S>

Matthew D. Tso, Secretary

Daron Yellowho'se, Vice Chairperson



02-11-21-016-SHIP

RESOLUTION OF THE SHIPROCK CHAPTER
Shiprock, Navajo Nation

SUPPORTING AND REAFFIRMING THE RELATED TO EDUCATION BY THE 24TH
NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL AND THE NAVAJO NATION BOARD OF EDUCATION:
APPROVING AND REQUIRING THAT ALL NAVAJO NATION SCHOOLS PROVIDE
VIRTUAL OR ONLINE LEARNING OPTIONS ONLY, WITH NO FACE TO FACE
INSTRUCTION FOR THE SECOND SEMESTER OF THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR .

WHEREAS:

1. The Shiproek Chapter of the Navajo Nation acts on this resolution pursuant to the authority conferred on
the Chapter through Navajo Nation Code Title 26, Chapter 1, B. Purpose which states "Through adoption
of this Act, the Navajo Nation Council delegates to Chapters governmental authority with respect to local
matters consistent with Navajo Law, including custom and tradition” and the inclusivity provided by the Dine’
Fundamental laws”, and

2. The Shiprock Chapter recognizes the Navajo Nation Board of Education {hereinafter the “Board"} is the
education agent in the Executive Branch for the purpose of overseeing the operation of all schools serving
the Navajo Nation. 10 N.N.C. §106 (A). The Board carries out its duties and responsibilities through the
Department of Diné Education (hereafter the “Department’). 10 N.N.C. §106 (G){3).

3. ‘The Shiprock Chapter recognizes the Department is the administrative agency within the Navajo Nation
with respansibility and authority for implementing and enforcing the educational laws of the Navajo Nation.
2 N.N.C. §1801(B); 10 N.N.C. §107(A). The Depariment is under the immediate direction of the Navajo
Nation Superintendent of Schools, subject to the overall direction of the Board. 10 N.N.C. §107(B).

4. The Shiprock Chapter understands that the Navajo Nation has substantial authority and broad jurisdiction
to regulate all matters within its territorial boundaries pursuant to its inherent sovereignty and the Treaty of
1868. This authority and Law 100-297 grant, Public Law 93-638 confract, Bureau of Indian Education-
operated schools, higher education institutions, and all FACE programs, early childhood education
programs, and Navajo Head Start programs located on the Navajo Nation.

5. The Shiprock Chapter membership understand that the Coronavirus disease ("COVID-18") is a global
infecting substantial number of people, which has spread exponentially and increased globally, as indicated
by the Centers for Disease Control (“CDC"), the World Health Organization (*WHQ"), and other public health
organizations located within the United States and regionally.

6. The Shiprock Chapter recognizes that the Board maintsins that the COVID-18 pandemic highlights the
importance of our muitiple school systems (Bureau of Indian Education-funded, public, chapter, private)
and the need for a consistent, coherent, actionable and fully resources plan to support every school district
reopening during the 2020-2021 academic year.

7. The Shiprock Chapter understand that the schools should be guided by the latest health information from
the Navajo Department of Health, Navajo Health Command Operations Center, and the Center for Disease
Control and supplemented o the extend the Best Practice Guidance document and the Re-opening Status
Schedule go beyond what those plans provide.

8. The Shiprock Chapter recognizes that the Navajo Nation’s.school re-opening guidelines were developed
in consultation with stakeholders from BIE-funded schaols, school leaders, BIE officials, parents, and other
stakeholders. The guidelines affirm the work and efforts to support local school superintendents, school
leaders, and administrators, parents, students, and other stakeholders to ensure a smooth transition io
reopen schools, for the 2020-21 school year in @ manner informed by heaith data, applicable and actionable
CDC, Navajo Nation, state and local health agency guidance, while prioritizing the health and safety of

students and staff.
CHAPTER OFFICIALS GRAZING OFFICIAL FARM BOARD COUNCIL DELEGATE
Nevina D, KInlahcheany — Prasident Sarah Danetclaw-Bagay Bantrica RedfeatherBenally Eugania Charles-Newton
Debm A, Yorzie —Viee Prasident President Prasident

pr.J. Kafbah Begay — Sacratary fireasurer



02-11-21-016-SHIP

RESOLUTION OF THE SHIPROCK CHAPTER
Shiprock, Navajo Nation

9. The Shiprock Chapter supports the October 20, 2020, the Navajo Nation Councit approval of Resolution
C0-84-20, "Cpposing all in-person instruction at all schools intending to reopen within the Navajo Nation
amidst COVID-19; supporting the Navajo Nation Board of Education in recommending virtual learning.”
Resolution CO-84-20 is still in effect “(u)ntil the complete safety of all Navajo children can be assured by
the federal and state governments, the Navajo Nation support virtual learning for all schools located on the
Navajo Nation with an exception for limited target populations such as students with disabilities.”

10. The Shiprock Chapter supports the COVID-19 data provided by the Center for Disease Control and the
Navajo Nation's coordinated health command, the gating criteria to safely reopen schools presently remains
at"0.”

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The Shiprock Chapter Elected Officials hereby supports the Navajo Nation Board of Education that
approved and required all schools located on the Navajo Nation, including Public Law 100-297 grant
schools, Public Law 93-638 contract schools, Bureau of Indian Education-operated schaols, public schools,
(including charter schools), private schools, parochial schools, higher educational institutions, early
childhood programs including CCDF, Head Start, FACE Programs, and all other after-school programs
provide virtual or online learning options only, without face-to-face instruction, until the Navajo Nation
deems i safe to return to face-to-face instruction.

2. The Shiprock Chapter supports the Navajo Nation Council Resolution CO-84-20 and Navajo Nation Board
of Education directive and empowers the Superintendent of Schools to take any action deemed as
necessary and proper to camy out the safety of our students and staff.

Motioned by: Debra A. Yazzie Seconded by: Beatrice Redfeather
CERTIFICATIQN

We hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was presented and considered at a duly calied Chapter
meeting VIA TELEPHONE CONFERENCE (ZOOM) as per temporary guidance for all chapters issued by
NNDOJ MEMO dated May 286, 2020 (due to COVID19 Pandemic) a quorum was present and that the
same was approved by a vote of 04 in favor, -0- opposed and 01 abstentions on this 11th day of

February, 2021.

E&m‘_‘ D Q&%{ /(MLW;,_:
Nevina D. Kinlahcheeny, Preside Debra A, Yazz@(\ﬁce President Dr. ¥Kaibah Begay, 5 urer

CHAPTER OFFICIALS GRAZING OFFICTAL FARM BOARD COUNCIL DELEGATE
Nevipa D. Kinlahcheany ~Prasident Sarah Denetclaw-Begay Beatrice Radfeather-Banally Eugenia Charles-Nawten
Debra A. Yazde ~ Vica Prasident Presidant President

Dr.J. Kalbah Begay — Sacretuey fTroasarer
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The Navaj? Nation Rickie Nez, Council Delegate
Upper Fruitland Chapter Lynefle Etsitly, President
N36/N562 Bldg 1 5006-001 Lisa Byrd, Vice-Prosident
P.0. Box 1257 :

Dora Smith, Secretary/Mreasurer
Alhert Lee, Farm Board Representative
Roxanne Loe, Grazing Representative

Fruifland, New Mexico 87416
Tel: (505) 950-5032/9811
Fax: (505) 960-5033

RESOLUTION OF THE NAVAJO NATION UPPER FRUITLAND CHAPTER

PO GT ATED TO EDUCA BY 24™
NAV. NATION €COU NAYVAJO NATIO oF -
AP L NAVAJO NATIO (4 (8]
L OR L ING OPTIONS ONL Y. ] A F
STRUCTION F EC TER OF THE 2020-2021 SCHOO
WHEREAS:

1. The Upper Fruitland Chapter of the Navajo Nation acts on this resolution pursuant to the authority
conferred on the Chapter through Navajo Nation Code Tiile 26, Chapter 1, B. Purpose which states
“Through adoption of this Act, the Navajo Nation Council delegates to Chapters governmental
authority with respect to local matters consistent with Navajo Law, including custor and tradition”
and the nclusivity provided by the Dine” Fundamental laws™, and

2. 'The Upper Fruitland Chapter recognizes the Navajo Nation Board of Education (hercinaficr the
“Board”} is the education agent in the Executive Branch for the purpose of oversecing the operation
of ail schools serving the Navajo Nation. 10 NN.C. §106 (A). The Board carries out its duties and
responsibilities through the Department of Diné Education (hereafter the “Department™). 10 NN.C.
§106 (GX3); and

3. The Upper Fruitland Chapter recognizes the Department is the administrative agency within the
Navajo Nation with responsibility and authority for implementing and enforcing the educational laws
of the Navajo Nation, 2 NN.C. §1801(B); 10 N.N.C. §107(A). The Departiment is under the
immediate direction of the Navajo Nation Superintendent of Schools, subject to the overall direction
of the Board. 10 N.N.C. §107(B); and

4. The Upper Fruitland Chapter understands that the Navajo Nation has substantial authority and broad
jurisdiction to regulate all matters within its territorial boundaries pursuant fo its inherent sovereignty
and the Treaty of 1868. This authority snd Law 100-297 grant, Public Law 93-638 coniract, Burean
of Indian Education-operated schools, higher education institutions, and all FACE programs, early
childhood education programs, and Navajo Head Start programs located on the Navajo Nation; and

5. 'The Upper Fraitland Chapier membership understand that the Coronaviras disease (“COVID-197) is
a global infecting substantial number of people, which has spread exponentiaily and increased
globatly, as indicated by the Centers for Disease Control (“CDC”), the World Health Organization
(“WHO"), and other public health organizations located within the United States and regionally; and
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The Upper Fruitland Chapter recognizes that the Board maintaing that the COVID-19 pandemic
highlights the importance of our multiple school systems (Burcau of Indian Education-funded, public,
chapter, private) and the need fora consistent, coherent, actionable and fully resources plan to support
every school district reopening during the 2020-2021 academic year; and

The Upper Fruitland Chapter understand that the schools should be guided by the latest health
information from the Navajo Department of Health, Navajo Health Command Operations Center, and
the Center for Disease Control and supplemented 1o the extend the Best Practice Guidance document
and the Re-opening Status Schedule go beyond what those plans provide; and

The Upper Fruitland Chapter recognizes that the Navajo Nation’s school re-opening guidelines were
developed in consultation with stakcholders from BIE-funded schools, school leaders, BIE officials,
parents, and other stakeholders. The guidelines affirm the work and efforts to support local school
superintendents, school leaders, and administrators, parents, stadents, and other stakeholders to
ensure a smooth transition to reopen schools, for the 2020-21 school year in a manner informed by
health data, applicable and actionable CDC, Navajo Nation, state and local bealth agency guidance,
while prioritizing the health and safety of students and staff; and

The Upper Fruitland Chapter supports the October 20, 2020, the Navajo Nation Council approval of
Resolution C0-84-20, “Opposing afl in-person instruction at all schools mtending to reopen within
the Navajo Nation amidst COVID-19; supporting the Navajo Nation Board of Education in
recommending virtual leaming.” Resolution CO-84-20 is still in effect “(u)atil the complete safety of
all Navajo children can be assured by the federal and state governments, the Navajo Nation support
virtual learning for all schools located on the Navajo Nation with an exception for limited target
populations such as students with disabilities:” and

The Upper Fruitland Chapter supports the COVID-19 data provided by the Center for Disease
Control and the Navajo Nation’s coordinated health command, the gating criteria to safely reopen
schools presently remains at “0.”

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1.

The Upper Fraitland Chapter membership hereby supports the Navajo Nation Board of Edacation
that approved and required all schools located on the Navajo Nation, inchiding Public Law 100-297
grant schools, Public Law 93-638 contract schools, Bureau of Indian Education-operated schools,
public schools, {including charter schools), private schools, parochial schools, higher educational
institutions, early childhood programs including CCDF, Head Start, FACE Programs, and all other
afier-school programs provide virtval or online learning options only, without face-to-face instruction,
until the Navajo Nation deems it safe to retum to face-to-face instruction.

The Upper Fruitland Chapter supports the Navajo Nation Council Resolution CO-84-20 and Navajo
Nation Board of Education directive and empowers the Superintendent of Schools to take any action
deemed as necessary and proper to carry out the safety of our students and staff,

CERTIFICATION

WE HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing resolution was approved by the authorized quorum of
Upper Fruitland Chapter at a duly called teleconference/video meeting held for Upper Fruitland Chapter
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(Navajo Nation), N.M., during COVID-19 pandemic. A motion to approve was made by Alvis Kee and
scconded by Lisa Byrd and the same was passed by a vote 04 in favor, 00 opposed, 01 abstained, this Sth
day of February, 2021.

dﬁ < Euiﬂy%b 30, Hi21 15:08 MST) Lisa Bywd (5 16, }021 15:28 MSTY

Lynelle Etsitty, President Lisa Byrd, Vice-President
Dora Smith, Secretary/Treasurer Rickie Nez, Council Delegate
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TIlS TSOH SIKAAD CHAPTER

W e X,
Post Office 7359 SR Leon Spencer, President
Newcomb, New Mexico 87455 > ¢ R N ; .

N 5 e = Edison Smith, Vice-Preside
505-696-5470 (Telephone) = -~ E Ciara A, Pierce, Secretary/Treasurer
505-696-5473 {(Fax) )\ - g/ - .
Histsohsikaad@ o g “; ; \e Tanner 1. Begaye, Grazing Member

fistsohsikaad@navaiochapier.org ' & o )
Pry . “‘\ Rickie Nez, Council Delegate

RESOLUTION OF TIIS TSOH SIKAAD CHAPTER

T1S-RES- 1- 00 0%
SUPPORTING RESOLUTION FOR APPROVAL TO DR. KAIBAB FROM SHIPROCK TO CONTINUED VIRTUAL LEARNING FOR
OUR CHILDREN

WHEREAS:

1. The Tiis Tsoh Sikaad Chapter is a certified Chapter of the Navajo Nation (NN} pursuant to Navajo Tribal Council CAP-
34-98 and is delegated authority with respect to local matters consistent with Navajo Nation Law, including custom,
tradition, and fiscal matters; AND

2. Tiis Tsoh Sikaad Chapter pursuant to 2 N.N.C. Section 4028 (A), is vested with the authority to review all matters
affecting the community and make appropriate actions, AND

3. The Tiis Tsoh Sikaad Chapter recognizes this highly contagious COVID-19 still affecting people, and fa milies are
continuing to stay home 1o stay safe following the Emergency Stay at Home order through the Navajo Nation and the
Stats of NM.

4. Tiis Tsoh Sikaad Chapter supports Dr. Kaibab to continue to keep our children on virtual learning option to keep our
children safe.

NOW THEREFORE BE {T RESOLVED THAT:
Tils Tsoh Sikaad Chapter hereby supports the continued virtual education learning for our children.

We hereby certify that foregoing resolution was considered at a duly called regular Tiis Tsoh Sikaad Chapter of the
Navajo Nation, {New Mexico}, at which a quorum was present and the same was passed by a vote of _7_in favor, _0__
opposed and _2__ abstained on the _10__ day of February 2021.

Motioned: __ Tanner Begaye Second: dison Zith f

on Spen hapter‘ﬁ'é_s'ﬁ;:nt Edison Smith, eﬁ;f;ter Vice-President
LY

o

Clard Pierce, Chapter Secretary/Treasure
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TseE DAA K'’AAN CHAPTER GOVERNMENT

POST OFFICE BOX 1288, TSE DAA K'AAN, NEW MEXICO 87420 “* u,;. c\“
T:{505) 368-1599 » F: (505} 368-1558 « £: 1sedaakaan@navajochapters.atg
TDK 2102-0103

APPROVING THE UEST OF SUPPORTING AND REAFFIRM, R DTOED ON BY
THE H NAVAJIO NATION L _AN NAV, AT ARD OF EDUCA

APPROVING AND LHRING THAT ALL NAVAJO NATI SCH PROVIDE VIRTUAL OR
ONLINE LEARNING OPTIONS ONLY, WITH EO FACE TO FACE INSTRUCTION FOR THE SECOND
SEMESTE E 2020-2021 SCH YEA

WHEREAS:

1. Purssant to the Navajo Nation Local Governance Act, (LGA), 26 N.N.C. §3 and Navajo Nation Council
Resolution CAP-32-78, the Tse Daa K'dan Commumity Chapter, (Chapter) is a duly certified chapter of the
Navajo Nation Government as listed at 1 1 N.N.C. Part 1 Section 10, and Local Governance Certified as of
June 21, 2007 per TCDCIN-16-07; AND

2. Pursuant 1o the LGA, 26 N.N.C. §103, (A) and §103(B), the chapter is recognized as a local government
entity and delegated certain authorities and responsibilities with respect to making decisions over local
matters consistent with Navajo Nation law and had the authority enact upon 26 N.N.C. §103 et seq.; AND

3. Pursuantto 26 N.N.C. § 4028(a), the chapter has the authority to review all matters affecting the community
and make appropriate recommendations to the Navajo Nation, Private, County, and State Government
ageacies; AWND

4, The Tse Daa K’aan Chapter knows the Navajo Nation Board of Education (hereinafter the “Board”) is the
education agent in the Executive Branch for the purpose of overseeing the operation of all schools serving
the Navajo Nation. 10 N.N.C. §106 (A). The Board carries out its duties and responsibilities through the
Department of Diné Education (hereafter the “Department™). 10 N.N.C. §106 (G)(3).

5. The Tse Daa K’aan Chapter knows the Department is the administrative agency within the Navajo Nation
with responsibility and authority for implementing and enforcing the educational laws of the Navajo Nation.
2 N.N.C. §1801(B); 10 N.N.C. §107(A). The Department is under the immediate direction of the Navajo
Nation Superintendent of Schools, subject to the overall direction of the Board. 10 N.N.C. §10%(B).

6. The Tse Daa K'aan Chapler understands that the Navajo Nation has substantia! authority and broad
jurisdiction to regulate all matters within its territorial boundaries pursuant to its inherent sovereignty and
the Treaty of 1868. This authority and Law 100-297 grant, Public Law 93-638 contract, Bureau of Indian
Education-operated schools, higher education institutions, and all FACE programs, early childhood
education programs, and Navajo Head Start programs located on the Navajo Nation,

7. The Tse Daa K’aan Chapier membership understand that the Coronavirus disease (“*COVID-197) is a global
infecting substantial number of people, which has spread exponentially and increased globally, as indicated
by the Centers for Disease Control (“CDC™), the World Health Organization (“WHQ™), and other public
hiealth organizations located within the United States and regionally.

8. The Tse Daa K'aan Chapter recognizes that the Board maintains that the COVID- 19 pandemic highlights
the importance of our multiple school systems (Bureau of Indian Education-funded, public, chapter, private}
and the need for a consistent, coherent, actionable and fully resources plan to support every school district
reopening during the 2020-2021 academic year.

M OHD JI*F(;
Robert Lapshie, Jr., Fnasidnnt Matthew D. Tso, Vice Pras;denl ‘Laure J. Benally, Secratary/Treasurer
Rickie Moz, Council Delegate - Lavone Gamenaz, Farm Board - Kenneth Johnsan, Grazing Representafive
Anita Hayes, Chapler Manager
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Tse DAA K’AAN CHAPTER GOVERNMENT

POST OFFICE BOX 1288, TSE DAA K'AAN, NEW MEXICQ 87420
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9. The Tse Daa K'aan Chapter understand that the schools should be guided by the latest health information
from the Navajo Department of Health, Navajo Health Command Operations Center, and the Center for
Disease Control and supplemented to the extend the Best Practice Guidance document and the Re-opening
Status Schedule go beyond what those plans provide.

10. The Tse Daa K’aan Chapter recognizes that the Navajo Nation's school re-opening guidelines were
developed in consultation with stakeholders from BIE-funded schools, schoo! leaders, BIE officials,
parents, and other stakeholders. The guidelines affirm the work and efforts to support local school
superintendents, school leaders, and administrators, parents, students, and other stakeholders to ensure a
smoolh transition to reopen schools, for the 2020-21 school year in & manner informed by health data,
applicable and actionable CDC, Navajo Nation, state and local health agency guidance, while prioritizing
the health and safety of siudents and staff.

1. The Tse Daa K’aan Chapter supports the October 20, 2020, the Navajo Nation Council approval of
Respintion C0-84-20, “Opposing ail in-person instruction at all schools intending to reopen within the
Navajo Nation amidst COVID-19; supporting the Navajo Nation Board of Education in recommending
virtual learning.” Resolution CO-84-20 is stil] in effect “(u)ntil the complete safety of all Navajo children
can be assured by the federal and state governments, the Navajo Nation support virtual learning for all
schools located on the Navajo Nation with an exception for limited target populations such as students with
disabilities.”

12. The Tse Daa K'aan Chapter supports the COVID-19 data provided by the Center for Disease Control and
the Navajo Nation’s coordinated health command, the gating eriteria to safely reopen schools presently
remains at “0.”

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

. Pursuant o 26 N.N.C. § 4028(a), the chapter has the authority to review all matters affecting the community
and make appropriate recommendations to the Navajo Nation, Private, County, and State Government
agencies; AND

2. The Tse Daa K’aan Chapter membership hereby supports the Navajo Nation Board of Education that
approved and required all schools located on the Navajo Nation, including Pubtic Law 100-297 grant
sehoois, Public Law 93-638 contract schools, Burean of Indian Education-operated schools, public schools,
(including charter schools), private sthools, parochial schools, higher educational institutions, early
childhood programs including CCDF, Head Start, FACE Programs, and all other after-school programs
provide virtal or online fearning options only, withaut face-to-face instruction, until the Navajo Nation
deems it safe to return fo face-to-face instruction.

3. The Tse Daa K'aan Chapter supports the Navajo Nation Council Resolution CO-84-20 and Navajo Nation
Board of Education directive and empowers the Superintendent of Schools to take any action deemed as
necessary and proper to carry out the safety of our students and staff.

Robert Lapehie, Jr., President - Maithew D. Tso, Vice President - Laura J. Benally, Secretary/Treasurer
Rickig Nez, Council Delegate - Lavons Gamenez, Farm Board - Kenneth Johnson, Grazing Representative
Anita Hayes, Chapler Manager



{FET)
\\\“ ,"‘,"

’,

‘“I“l“'
T

&y
o

L
o~

=
-
=3
=

- R
C- kel

TSE DAA K’AAN CHAPTER GOVERNMENT

POST OFFICE BOX 1288, TSE DAA K'AAN, NEW MEXICO 87420
T: {505) 368-1599 = F: (505) 3568-1538 » E; tsedaskaan@mavajechaplers.org

CERTIFICATION

We hereby certify that the foregoing resclution was presented and considered by the Tse Daz K’aan Community
Chapter at a duly called Tse Daa K aan (Navajo Nation) New Mexico, at which a quorum was present and that the
same was approved by a vote of 08 in favor, __ 00 opposed and _ 03 abstentions on this 14th _ day of

February .

Motion by: Lavone Garnenez

Second by: Laura J. Benaliy

CERTIFICATION
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‘Matthew Tso, Vice President

Robert Lapahie, Jr, Prasident - Maithew D. Tso, Vice President - Laura J. Benally, Secretary/Treasures
Rickie Nez, Council Defegate - Lavone Gamenez, Farm Board - Kermeth Johnson, Grazing Representative
Anita Hayes, Chapler Manager



TOADLENA / TWO GREY HILLS CHAPTER
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“HOME QF THE FAMOUS TWO GREY HILLS RUGS”
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RESOLUTION
TDLA/TGH-21-02-05-17

SUPPORTING AND REAFFIRMING THE RELATED TO EDUCATION BY THE 24TH NAVAJO
NATION COUNCIL AND THE NAVAJO NATION BOARD OF EDUCATION: APPROVING AND
REQUIRING THAT ALL NAVAIO NATION SCHOOLS PROVIDE VIRTUAL OR ONLINE
LEARNING QPTIONS ONLY, WITH NO FACE TO FACE INSTRUCTION FOR THE SECOND

SEMESTER OF THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR .

WHEREAS:

1. The Toadlena/Two Grey Hills Chapter of the Navajo Nation acts on this resolution pursuant to
the authority conferred on the Chapter through Navajo Nation Code Title 26, Chapter 1, B. Pujpose
which states “Through adoption of this Act, the Navajo Nation Council delegates to (_Ithpters
governmental authority with respect to local matters consistent with Navajo Law, including cistom
and tradition” and the inclusivity provided by the Dine’ Fundamental laws”, and

2. The Toadlena/Two Grey Hills Chapter recognizes the Navajo Nation Board of Education
{hereinafter the “Board™) is the ejucation agent in the Executive Branch for the purpose of
overseeing the operation of all schools serving the Navajo Nation. 10 N.N.C. §106 (A). The Board
catries out its duties and responsibi_ities through the Department of Diné Education (hereaft¢r the
“Department™). 10 N.N.C. §106 (G)(3).

3. The Toadlena/Two Grey Hills Chapter recognizes the Department is the administrative agency
within the Navajo Nation with responsibility and authority for implementing and enforcing the
educational laws of the Navajo Nation. 2 N.N.C. §1801(B}); 10 N.N.C. §107(A). The Depariment
is under the immediate direction of the Navajo Nation Superiniendent of Schools, subject (o the
overall direction of the Board, 10 N.N.C. §107(B).

4. The Toadlena/Two Grey Hills Chapter understands that the Navsjo Nation has substgntial
authority and broad jurisdiction to regulate all matters within its territorial boundaries pursugnt to
its inherent sovereignty and the Treaty of 1868. This authority and Law 100-297 grant, Public Law
93-638 contract, Bureau of Indian Education-operated schools, higher education institutions, and
all FACE programs, early childhood education programs, and Navajo Head Start programs logated
on the Navajo Nation.

5. The Teadlena/Two Grey Hills Chapter membership understand that the Coronavirus dipease
(“COVID-19") is a global infecting substantial number of people, which has spread.

Kerby Johzson mm—  Andrew Deschenie Leonarda Eldridge Derry Lewis @ ALm her K. Crotly
President @ Vice-President Secrerary / Treasurer Grazing Officer Conncil Delegate
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6. exponentially and increased globa.ly, as indicated by the Centers for Disease Contro! (“CDC"),
the World Health Organization (“WHO"), and other public health organizations located within the
United States and regionally,

7. The Toadlena/Two Grey Hills Chapter recognizes that the Board maintains that the COVID-19
pandemic highlights the importance of our multiple school systems (Bureau of Indian Education-
funded, public, chapter, private) and the need for a consistent, coherent, actionable and fully
tesources plan to support every sctool district reopening during the 2020-2021 academic year,

8. The Toadlena/Two Grey Hills Chapter understand that the schools should be guided by the latest
health information from the Navajo Department of Health, Navajo Health Command Operations
Center, and the Center for Disease Control and supplemented to the extend the Best Practice
Guidance document and the Re-opzning Status Schedule go beyond what those plans provide.

9. The Toadlena/Two Grey Hills Caapter recognizes that the Navajo Nation’s school re-opening
guidelines were developed in consultation with stakeholders from BIE-funded schools, school
leaders, BIE officials, parents, and other stakeholders. The guidelines affirm the work and efforts
to support local school superintendents, school leaders, and administrators, parents, students, and
other stakeholders to ensure a smooth transition to reopen schools, for the 2020-21 school year in
a manner informed by health data, applicable and actionable CDC, Navajo Nation, state and local
health agency guidance, while priotitizing the health and safety of students and staff.

10. The Tordlena/Two Grey Hills Chepter suppotts the October 20, 2020, the Navajo Nation Council
approval of Resolution C0-84-20, “Opposing all in-person instruction at all schools intending to
reopen within the Navajo Nation amidst COVID-19; supporting the Navajo Nation Board of
Education in recommending virtual learning.” Resolution C0O-84-20 is still in effect “(u)ntil the
complete safety of all Navajo children can be assured by the federal and state governments, the
Navajo Nation support virtual learning for all schools located on the Navajo Nation with an
exception for limited target populations such as students with disabilities.”

11. The Toadiena/Two Grey Hills Chapter supports the COVID-19 data provided by the Center for
Disease Control and the Navajo Nation’s coordinated health command, the gating criteria to safely
reopen schools presently remains a; “0.”

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The Toadlena/Two Grey Hills Chapter membership hereby supports the Navajo Nation Board of
Education that approved and required all schools located on the Navajo Nation, including Public
Law 100-297 grant schools, Public Law 93-638 contract schools, Bureau of Indian Education-
operated schools, public schools, (ncluding charter schools), ptivate schools, parochial schools,
higher educational institutions, early childhood programs including CCDF, Head Start, FACE
Programs, and all other after-school programs provide virtual or online learning options only,
without face-to-fuce instruction, until the Navajo Nation deems it sa’e to return to face-to-face
instruction.

P. O. Box 7894 . Newcomb, N.M, 87455 . (505) 789-3100 . FAX (505) 789-3101
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2. The Toadlena/Two Grey Hills Chapter supports the Navajo Nation Council Resolution CO-84-
20 and Navajo Nation Board of Education directive and empowers the Superintendent of Sdhools
to take any action deemed as necessary and proper fo carry out the safety of our students and|staff.

CERTIFICATION

We hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was presented and considered at a dulécalled Chapgr
meeting at which a quorum was presen%qﬁii that thmnzwas approved by a vote of é in favor,

day ofMg
Motioned by M M}b{’d{ﬁ@nlﬁ, Seconded by: L&}’Mﬂ{d/ E-(d/ﬂ A{@a

/Zég/, G (it %Wfﬁ“”%—

opposed and abstentions on this

Kerby Johnsor, Tﬁesident Andrew Deschenie, Vice-President
/) 0 ~
de Ll dage (b :H/M 1
\./T |‘{ n‘/ f e U \J
Leonarde Eldridge, Secretary/Tfeasurer Derry Lewis, Grazing Officer

P. 0. Box 7894 = Newcomb, N.M. 87453 o {505) 789-3100 " FAX (505) 789-3181
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RESOLUTION OF SAN JUAN CHAPTER

SUPPORTING AND REAFFIRMING THE RELATED TO EDUCATION BY THE 24TH
NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL AND THE NAVAJO NATION BOARD OF EDUCATION:
APPROVING AND REQUIRING THAT ALL NAVAJO NATION SCHOOLS PROVIDE
VIRTUAL OR ONLINE LEARNING OPTIONS ONLY., WITH NO FACE TO FACE
INSTRUCTION FOR THE SECOND SEMESTER OF THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR

WHEREAS:

1. San Juan Chapter is a duly certified Chapter under the Navajo Nation Government
pursuant to Resolution No. CD-86-82 and pursuant to 26 NNC § 103 and they are
delegated and authorized to review all maiters affecting its community people; and

2. San Juan Chapter recognizes the Navajo Nation Board of Education (hereinafter the
“Board”) is the education agent in the Executive Branch for the purpose of
overseeing the operation of all schools serving the Navajo Nation. 10 N.N.C. §106
(A). The Board carries out its duties and responsibilities through the Department of
Diné Education (hereafter the “Department”). 10 N.N.C. §106 (G)(3); and

3. San Juan Chapter recognizes the Department is the administrative agency within the
Navajo Nation with responsibility and authority for implementing and enforcing the
educational laws of the Navajo Nation. 2 N.N.C. §1801(B); 10 N.N.C. §107(A). The
Department is under the immediate direction of the Navajo Nation Superintendent of
Schoals, subject to the overall direction of the Board. 10 N.N.C. §107(B); and

4. San Juan Chapter understands that the Navajo Nation has substantial authority and
broad jurisdiction to regulate all matters within its ferritorial boundaries pursuant to its
inherent sovereignty and the Treaty of 1868. This authority and Law 100-297 grant,
Public Law 93-638 contract, Bureau of Indian Education-operated schools, higher
education institutions, and all FACE programs, early childhood education programs,
and Navajo Head Start programs located on the Navajo Nation; and

5. San Juan Chapter membership understand that the Coronavirus disease (“COVID-
16") is a global infecting substantial number of people, which has spread
exponentially and increased globaily, as indicated by the Centers for Disease Control
(“CDC"), the World Health Organization (“WHOQ"), and other public health
organizations located within the United States and regionally; and

6. San Juan Chapter recognizes that the Board maintains that the COVID-18 pandemic
highlights the importance of our multiple school systems (Bureau of Indian
Education-funded, public, chapter, and private) and the need for a consistent,

P.O. Box 1636 ® Fruiland. New Mexico 87410 * (303) 900-6916 * Fax (305) 960-0021




coherent, actionable and fully resources plan to support every school district
reopening during the 2020-2021 academic year; and

7. San Juan Chapter undersfand that the schools should be guided by the latest health
information from the Navajo Depariment of Health, Navajo Health Command
Operations Center, and the Center for Disease Control and supplemented to the
extend the Best Practice Guidance document and the Re-opening Status Schedule
go beyond what those plans provide; and

8. San Juan Chapter recognizes that the Navajo Nation's school re-opening guidelines
were developed in consultation with stakeholders from BIE-funded schools, school
leaders, BIE officials, parents, and other stakeholders. The guidelines affirm the work
and efforts to support local school superintendents, school leaders, and
administrators, parents, students, and other stakeholders to ensure a smooth
transition to reopen schools, for the 2020-21 school year in a manner informed by
health data, applicable and actionable CDC, Navajo Nation, state and local health
agency guidance, while prioritizing the health and safety of students and staff: and

8. San Juan Chapter supports the October 20, 2020, the Navajo Nation Coungil
approval of Resolution CO-84-20, *Opposing all in-person instruction at all schools
intending to reopen within the Navajo Nation amidst COVID-19; supporting the
Navajo Nation Board of Education in recommending virtual learning.” Resolution CO-
84-20 is still in effect until the complete safety of all Navajo children can be assured
by the federal and state governments, the Navajo Nation support virtual learning for
all schools located on the Navajo Nation with an exception for limited target
populations such as students with disabilities.”; and

10. San Juan Chapter supparts the COVID-19 data provided by the Center for Disease
Controf and the Navajo Nation's coordinated health command, the gating criteria to
safely reopen schools presently remains at “0.”

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. San Juan Chapier membership hereby supports the Navajo Nation Board of
Education that approved and required all schools located on the Navajo Nation,
including Public Law 100-297 grant schools, Public Law 93-638 contract schools,
Bureau of Indian Education-operated schools, public schools, (including charter
schools), private schools, parochial schools, higher educational institutions, early
childhood programs including CCDF, Head Start, FACE Programs, and all other
after-school programs provide virtual or online learning options only, without face-to-
face instruction, until the Navajo Nation deems it safe to return to face-to-face
instruction.

2. San Juan Chapter supports the Navajo Nation Council Resolution CO-84-20 and
Navajo Nation Board of Education directive and empowers the Superintendent of
Schools to take any action deemed as necessary and proper to carry out the safety
of our students and staff.

CERTIFICATION

We hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered at a duly calied
meeting at San Juan Chapter (New Mexico) Navajo Nation, at which a quorum was present that
the same was passedbyavote of _8 infavor, _ 0__ opposed, and __ 1 abstained on this
9" day of February 2021.




Motion by: Sylvia McKinley

Sam}@hapter President
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Rickie Nez, Council Delegate
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Sophind Tyler, Chapter Vice-President
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Reopening schools

jolene yazzie <yazziej52@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 4:39 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

As a parent | am thinking elementary should go back to school, and students with disabilities/accommodations. Because
these are the ones needing most help and needing one one-in one help.

High school students perhaps stay virtual except seniors because it's critical they graduate by May. Alternative schools in
high school stay open to have student work online within schools with distancing of 3" apart as set by CDC.

My comment:

Thank you.

Sanders elementary is open now and kids doing well for a week now.

Sent from my iPhone
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Public comments

Nelson, Leona Y <Leona.Nelson@bie.edu>

Thu 3/25/2021 4:40 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

| think we should start school until August. My reason is that we need to sure all protocol are in place on campus. For all
students and staff safety return.

Leona Nelson

Legislation No. 0047-21
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Legislation No. 0047-21

SkinnyBones 28 <skinnyfoster.23@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 4.41 PM

Tocomments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 24thnnc <24thnnc@navajo-nsn.gov>; navajonationpubliccomments@gmail.com
<navajonationpubliccomments@gmail.com>;

Good Afternoon,

| believe that all schools should remain closed for the remainder of the school year. Right now we are barely looking at low numbers
and it has not even been for more than 15 consecutive days. We have many of our Navajo students that stay with their grandparents. Then
there are also no vaccinations for children. Although the teachers have received their vaccinations there are still many that are elderly and
have certain health risks. Even for me myself | am an asthmatic patient and as well as my child.

Have the hospitals in the agency that they are located in visited the schools to ensure that there are safety measures in place? Are there
dividers, are there hand sanitizing stations, are there reliable temperature scanners, are the parents honest with communicating with the
school about their child, are the desks at 6ft apart, are there wipes available for months at a time. There are many different guidelines that
need to be met according to CDC guidelines, are they all met. Do all the schools have a safety plan that was shared with the parents and
health officials in the area? Is there proper ventilation in place in the schools that can keep a well-ventialated area? Are the schools going to
stick with only a few students in the classroom? As of right now most of the schools are lacking these basic needs and are not
communicating with the parents the ins and outs of returning to in-person learning. Most schools are requiring parents to sign a waiver that
states that "if a child should be sick or even death” the school shall not be responsible and the party responsible will be the parents.

We need to be sure that our cases have been down less than 10 for at least a month. According to the town hall that was
delivered yesterday there are now different variants within the state of Arizona. There were mentions of the Brazilian Variant, South African
Variant, and UK Variant. Although children are most likely to not be affected to the full extent what if they take the virus home to their
families. Then we are looking at more outbreaks within the reservations.

According to the Az Governor if the Navajo Nation decides to keep schools they will honor it. We as a tribe our best interest is to
protect our elderly and children. Although it is difficult we need to remain closed and until the beginning of the next school year
2021-2022.

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Legislation No 0047

RezBaller#34 <txt34babygirl@yahoo.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 4:41 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Reguarding the NN reopening up schools i have stated my opinion. | Audreann Wauneka parent of
~who is attending Kindergartenat . = __ in Red Valley,AZ, has an
opinion that going back to school in my view is still not a good idea. | worry for my child's health an
her safety, | don't allow her to visit just anyone when she wants an due to covid we have maintain a
safe sanitary home where everyone in the household knows how to care for one another. In person
schooling would be an anxiety for some parents maybe but definitely me....I still think they should be

in virtual school. Thank you for taking my opinion in consideration.
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Legislation No. 0047-21: comment

Marsha Tracy <marshad94@yahoo.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 4:46 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; navajonationpubliccomments@gmail.com <navajonationpubliccomments@gmail.com>;

I would like to address my concern as a parent and as an educator. | believe that we should continue virtual learning to continue to protect
our children of the Navajo Nation. It is still to soon to have them attend in school instruction. We have been impacted by the loss of family
members along with community members in the Navajo Nation. We should continue to take precautionary measures to avoid covid spread
longer.

Please take my request into consideration to protect our people.

ASHOODI

MARSHA TRACY
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Legislation No. 0047-21

Nita Hogue <nita.hogue@outlook.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 5:11 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

| think it’s still to early to re-open schools. My daughter is still uncomfortable with sending her son back to
school. We don’t know if it is safe yet? The big issue would be social distancing students won’t really abide by

the rules.

Nita Hogue

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Schools reopening

Aaron Simonson <asimonson1970@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 5:11 PM

To.comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

As a parent | do not want in person instruction for my children, because its not over. We don’t know where other parents go and can't tell if
some these children have the COVID. | am not letting my children back to in person instruction until another year. Just because people got
vaccinated doesn’t mean that we are going to back to how it was before the pandemic. We need to take this serious and be more
considerate. Our children are precious.

Aaron Simonson
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



School Reopening

Lenora Simonson <lynorasimonson358@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 5:11 PM

To.comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

To President Jonathan Nez, as a parent and school employee | don't see why the schools are going to open back up too
soon. As for me | am not having my children go back to in person instruction because we really don't know if some of
children have COVID-19 and some parents and employees are careless just because they got the vaccinl am going to give it
another year for my children to even go back to in person instruction. | care and my children are precious to me. | don't want
to put them in danger and will do everything | can to keep up with their schoolwork even though sometimes it's a struggle.
Having them home is much safer. We can't just put them back out there just because people got vaccinated. So please be
more mindful.

Thanks for hearing me out.

Lenora Simonson
Sent from my iPhone
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Legislation No. 0047-21

Gilmore, Tennell L. (TCRHCC) <Tennell.Gilmore @ TCHEALTH.ORG>

Thu 3/25/2021 5:11 PM

To.comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Good afternoon,

| have one child in kindergarten at Tuba City Boarding School. Last school year, my son was in the developmental
kindergarten program and was sick nearly every other month with colds and coughs. | have family members who are
highly vulnerable due to advanced age and preexisting health conditions and | do not want to potentially expose them to
the virus if my son returns to in-person school. They are vaccinated but | do not want to take that risk. At this point the
school year is approximately % over and | think schools should continue to be virtual until the end of the school year. |
can see this being a major change for teachers as well and the transition may take away from the progress that is being
made with virtual schooling. By the time teachers and students have adjusted, the school year will be over.

Thank you for the opportunity to share my concerns.

Thanks,

Tennell Gilmore

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail communication and any attachments may contain confidential and privileged information for the
use of the designated recipients. If you are not the intended recipient, (or authorized to receive for the recipient) you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its
contents is prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please destroy all copies of this communication and any
attachments and contact the sender by reply e-mail or telephone. WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening
attachments or clicking on links.



Legislation No. 0047-21

Selvina Platero <splatero64@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 5:11 PM

To.comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Hello my name is Lucia Perry from Crownpoint and | wanted to comment on this legislation. In my opinion | think that the
kids should stay online for the rest of the school year because this virus is going down yes but you don't know if the parents
or kids 16 years and older are vaccinated, they could still be going places and not following the CDC guidelines. Some parents
don't believe in the vaccine and don't want to get the vaccine. | feel like the online school works best. | have two
grandchildren that go to school at Wingate High they are currently online and don't have any issues. The school has a good
setup if they are unable to turn in their homework online they can turn it in to a staff from Wingate that comes to Bashas and
they also bring lunch. You never know what's going to happen because at one point the cases were decreasing then it started
to spike out of nowhere. | appreciate everything the Navajo Nation President and Vice President is doing, they are taking it
slow and that's the only way to do it. Thank you for your time and consideration.

-Lucia Perry
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



RE: Reopening of Schools on Navajo

Marie Morales <marie.morales1@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 5:11 PM

To.comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Dear Madame/Sir,

| appreciate the opportunity to provide a public comment regarding the reopening of schools on the Navajo Nation. First, a huge thank
you to our NavajoTribal President for closing schools during the months the pandemic was rampant throughout Navajoland and America. |
am grateful for the importance of keeping our people safe at all cost.

| am a school administrator, | supervised 52 personnel who are Teachers and Teacher Assistants. My staff have endured a great deal of
stress and emotional toll as we contemplate whether our school will return to brick and mortar school. | believe it would be better if we
continue to delay the reopening of our schools until Fall 2021. The roll coaster of decision making of opening or keeping schools closed
with the near future uncertain due to the uncertainty of the COVID-19 virus is exasperating for our school staff and parents. There are still
so many unanswered questions and with the COVID-19 virus particularly detrimental for our Native people and people of color, wouldn't it
be better to re-open schools on Navajoland when we are totally out in the clear.

Presently, our staff has a lot of concern for their students and themselves. Many of my teachers have compromising health concerns
whether they are young or older, they are cancer survivors, diabetic, or oversee the care of their elderly parents within their home, etc.
Many of our students' households have multi-generational family members and without the children being adequately vaccinated this is a
concern.

Therefore, | would be of the opinion that the Navajo Nation should delay the reopening of school until Fall 2021. Our staff, students and
parents have endured losses and heartbreaks beyond anything imagineable, yet, they continue to educate despite the limitation. Thank

you.

Marie Morales, Department Head
Tuba City Boarding School

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Genice West Legislation No. 0047-21

Genice West <genice.r.west@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 5:11 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

| feel that it would be a little early to send my kids back to school. They should wait until August to send them back to in person schooling. |
do not want my kids to catch the virus from another student and bring it home to us and their grandparents. They are always at grandmas
and grandpas. Also | would prefer that my kids get vaccinated before going back into a classroom setting. WARNING: External email. Please
verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Legislation No. 0047-21

R-Lean So-c <r_leanso_c@hotmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 5:11 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 24thnnc <24thnnc@navajo-nsn.gov>; navajonationpubliccomments@gmail.com
<navajonationpubliccomments@gmail.com>;

My name is Arlene Tsosie,

Ta’neeszahnii nish[9, T0’aheedli7nii blshishch77n, TOtsohnii dashicheii, N1t’oh Dine’4 T1chiinii
dashin117. I'm a mother, grandmother, and a teacher. | strongly believe we should continue online (distance
learning) learning. As a teacher, | am not ready for our children. A lot of these children loss their love ones to
COVID-19. | was never trained on how to deal with children losing their love ones. We are still trying to cope
with our losses. Where's all the teacher trainings, we need training before we get our students back. We have
been given all these hoops to jumps through in teaching. We need our leaders to help us. These children need
help with their social and emotional beings. We cannot start teaching our students on day one back in school.
On a regular school starting, it takes a good 2 to 3 weeks to get our students settled in for school, some
behavior issues take longer. This is the reason why | support virtual learning for the remainder of the 8 weeks
of school. Think of your children and mostly, think of your teachers. We (teachers) have worked so hard to get
to where we are today without a lot of training in virtual learning.

T’11 sh--d7 , Stay Virtual the rest of the school year.

Ahx4hee’, Thank you, Ms. Tsosie

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.
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Gail Begay <gailnikkibegay2015@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 5:11 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

It is not safe for the students to return to school. It's too soon. We need to wait until they are vaccinated.

Gail Begay
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Re: legislation no 0047-21

Andrea Billy <aydencpeters0531@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 5:21 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

To whom mat it concern;

| am writing this letter in reguards to re- opening of school within the navajo nation. | believe as a parent, until all ages are vaccinated, then
that should be an opition for reopening schools, and having them become successful. But as of right now, with new variants aboard, its
scary to even think about having our children attend school, and exchanging of germs, you can not keep children 6 feet away, if schools
decide to re open, what is the guarantee that my child will not come home with this virus. So in the mean time, we need to keep our gaurd
up and keep our future generation safe,until they are fully vaccinated. My children have been doing good with thier home school, beacuse |
am there to watch over them and make sure thier work is being done. But | believe that its up to parents to make that decision, and do
what is best for our children. This is my thoughts for reopening schools on the reservation.

Thank you

Andrea Billy
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Legislation N0.0047--21

Belinda Badonie <bbadonie25@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 5:21 PM

Tocomments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

| would like to voice my concern for reopening of schools on the reservation. | have two children that go to Tuba City Boarding School. |
also work with the students as a teacher. | think it's too soon to let students go back into the classroom. My two children are not vaccinated
and | do not intend to send them back to school. | fear for them and also as a parent, | do not wish this virus upon them or any other
children. If children are sent back into the classroom, | believe that no normal instruction will be in place. As a teacher, | know that we will be
more worried about students keeping their masks on, keeping their distance from other students and keeping their hands clean at all times.
We as teachers know how it is even on a normal learning environment. If you have never been in the classroom for 7 hrs a day, you don't
know how it is. Us teachers deal with a lot. Not all students are the same. Some will listen and some will not. Teachers will not be teaching
but more concerned about the students safety. Students will not learn like they used to back in February 2020. What is the rush to go back
in? Students need their vaccines first before going back in. Going back into the classroom in August is probably better and hopefully there

will be a vaccine for them. Thank you for reading.

Belinda Badonie

Virus-free. www.avast.com

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



Classroom news

V Humm <veehummingbird@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 11:14 PM

To:Jonathan Nez <jonathannez@navajo-nsn.gov>; comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

1 attachments (97 KB)

FUSD classroom quarantined after individual tests positive for COVID-19 _ Education _ azdailysun.com.pdf;

Fyil
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.
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https://azdailysun.com/news/local/education/fusd—classroom—quarantined—after—individual—tests-positive-for—
covid-19/article_70990368-a50c-5f5b-9cc0-886dcab575b7.html

W ﬁop STOR\_/l

FUSD classroom quarantined after individual tests positive for
COVID-19

BRADY WHEELER Sun Staff Reporter
Mar 25, 2021

L ess than a week after Marshall Elementary School reopened in-person learning

on Monday, a classroom is returning to remote instruction due to exposure to

COVID-19.

School officials said an individual at Marshall Elementary in Flagstaff has tested
positive for the coronavirus and had direct contact with one classroom. That classroom
will be taught remotely for two weeks, a time frame consistent with the Flagstaff

Unified School District quarantine protocols.

The positive individual is already isolating at home, FUSD Chief Health Administrator
McKenzie Bevirt said. The district did not release additional public information such

as the classroom’s grade level or whether the individual was a student at the school.

FUSD health officials were able to identify several points of contact with the virus and
have notified those who might have been exposed. FUSD recommends that individuals

notified of a potential exposure undergo a two-week self-quarantine period.

FUSD's quarantine protocol allows for individuals to be released early if certain
criteria are met, such as testing negative for the coronavirus after six days of isolation

without showing any symptoms, Bevirt said.

Coconino County Health and Human Services was notified about the case by the
district, and it will assist with both contact tracing and providing additional quarantine

information to those who were in direct contact.

https://azdailysun.com/news/local/education/fusd-classroom-quarantined-after-individual-tests-positive-for-covid-1 9/article_70990368-a50c-5f5b-9cc0-...  1/3
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“The county’s contact tracing team gets in contact with the family as well and provides
them additional information about quarantine and exposures, and then they will
conduct a secondary disease investigation with that family to get them resources they

need and get them the guidelines for isolation,” Bevirt said.

A cleaning team is currently in the process of sanitizing the affected classroom, said
Zachery Fountain, FUSD communications director. Other areas of the school, such as

nearby classrooms, should not be interrupted by the cleaning process.

When Can Kids and Teens Begin Receiving the COVID-19 Vacci...

“We have a process in which we close off the room, and it is isolated from staff and also
student use. The doors are locked and only accessible by maintenance crews for

thorough cleaning,” Fountain said.

Following last week’s spring break, a significant portion of the district's student
population was allowed to return to in-person learning on Monday. FUSD plans to

operate its schools five days a week for the remainder of the semester.

This week's returnees included students in kindergarten, first, second, third, sixth,
ninth and 12th grades, and students in specialized programs. The remaining student

body is scheduled to return to the classroom Monday.
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Students attending in-person class are required to follow certain COVID-19 mitigation
protocols, such as wearing a face mask and maintaining physical distance. School staff

have also been trained to monitor their student's symptoms, district officials said.
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