
LOCAU-07-22 

RESOLUTION OF THE 
LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE OF THE 

24th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - Fourth Year, 2022 

AN ACTION 

RELATING TO THE LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE; APPROVING AND RECOMMENDING 
TO THE BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE THE FISCAL YEAR 2023 BUDGET 
FOR THE NAVAJO NATION JUDICIAL BRANCH AND RELATED MATTERS, TO BE 
INCLUDED IN THE NAVAJO NATION'S COMPREHENSIVE BUDGET FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2023 

BE IT ENACTED: 

SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY 

A. The Law and Order Committee ("LOC") is a standing committee 
of the Navajo Nation Council with oversight authority over 
the Judicial Branch. 2 N.N.C. §600(A); 2 N.N.C. §601(C) (1). 

B. Each Oversight Committee, including the LOC, shall review and 
make recommendations regarding the programs under its 
oversight responsibility, regarding the Navajo Nation's 
Comprehensive Budget for the upcoming Fiscal Year. 12 N.N.C. 
§840 (A) . 

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS 

A. In accordance with 12 N.N.C. §840(A), the LOC held hearings 
and took relevant testimony regarding the FY2023 Budget for 
the Judicial Branch. 

B. During these budget meetings, the LOC reviewed and considered 
the proposed FY2023 Budget for the Judicial Branch, as 
commented upon by members of the public. 

SECTION THREE. APPROVING AND RECOMMENDING TO THE BUDGET AND 
FINANCE COMMITTEE THE FISCAL YEAR 2023 BUDGET FOR THE JUDICIAL 
BRANCH AND RELATED MATTERS 

A. The Law and Order Committee hereby approves the FY2023 Budget 
for the Judicial Branch, as detailed in the "Fund Type Budget 
Summary" attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

B. The LOC hereby approves certain revisions to the Branch 
Chiefs' proposed FY2023 Budget amount for the Judicial 
Branch, as shown in Columns D and E in the "General Fund 
Comparative Summary" attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

C. The LOC recommends the changes to the General Fund Budget 
described in Exhibit C. 
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D. The LOC recommends certain Conditions of Appropriation and 
Legislative Concerns, as listed in Exhibit D. 

E. The LOC recommends that certain Unmet Needs for the Judicial 
Branch be included in the FY2023 Comprehensive Budget, as 
explained in Exhibit E. 

F. The LOC hereby recommends that the Budget and Finance 
Committee approve the Judicial Branch's proposed FY2023 
Budget and all Committee recommendations, as set forth in 
Exhibits A - E. 

G. As necessary and appropriate, the LOC hereby authorizes the 
LOC Chair and Vice-Chair to negotiate the LOC's 
recommendations herein with the Budget and Finance Committee. 

SECTION FOUR. RECOMMENDING TO THE BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
CARRYOVERS FOR THE NAVAJO NATION JUDICIAL BRANCH 

A. The Law and Order Committee recommends the carryover of 
$1,500,000.00 or unexpended balance for FY 2022 to be carried 
over to FY 2023, as recommend in the Three Branch Chiefs' 
Agreement signed on June 12, 2022. EXHIBIT F. 

SECTION FIVE. SAVING CLAUSE 

If any portion of this Action is determined invalid by the Navajo 
Nation Supreme Court, or by a District Court of the Navajo Nation 
without appeal to the Navajo Nation Supreme Court, the remainder 
of this Act shall be the law of the Navajo Nation. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered 
by the Law and Order Committee of the 24 th Navajo Nation Council 
at a duly called meeting in Window Rock, Navajo Nation (Arizona), 
at which a quorum was present and that the same was passed by a 
vote of 02 in Favor, and 00 Oppo e on this 1st day of August 2022 . 

Motioned: 
Seconded: 

Honorable Eugene Tso 

. James, Pro Tern Chair 
Law and Order Committee 

Honorable Eugenia Charles-Newton 
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JOANN B.JAYNE 
Chief Justice of the Nauajo Nation 

•. 
Memorandum 

TO: Eugenia Charles-Newton. Chairperson 
Otto Tso, Vice Chairperson 
Vince James. Member 
Eugene Tso, Member 
Edmund Yazzie, Member 
LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE 
24™ NAV JO NATI C(l!JNCIL 

FROM: 

DATE: July 29, 2022 

EXHIBIT 

I 

STEPHEN B. ETSlTIY 
Administrative Director of the Courts 

SUBJECT: Request for unexpended FY 2022 fund balances to be carried over to FY 2023 

The Judicial Branch respectfully requests the Law and Order Committee's support for the Branch 
Chiefs' recommendation to authorize up to $1,500,000 in Carry Over for the Judicial Branch in 
the FY 2023 Navajo Nation Comprehensive Budget. This recommendation is stated in the June 
12, 2022 Branch Chiefs' Agreement. At this time. the Judicial Branch estimates n total 
ofSl,350,000 to remain unexpended across the 18 business units within the FY 2022 Judicial 
Branch General Funds budgets (102001 - I 02019). If we are authorized to receive Carry Over 
funds in FY 2023, we will not know the exact amounts until late December 2022. TI1e Judicial 
Branch proposes to allocate FY 2023 Carry Over fw1ds to each of the 18 business units, and we 
will not be able to develop these individual budgets for each business unit until January 2023. 

As of July 28, 2022, the Budget Status Report Summary is as follows: 

,U.1pwed 

lftlsed8od Actulh lftrVJllbfwes .., l.Avai13ble cf Tobi 
15,07l,7(Q.011 JS,ffl,814.CO t.57U02.99 0.00 &.IOl,IU.01 fUJSI 
1.'4QltUIO U3U'3.02 m.ss:w 13USU1 uu.mn 37.fllt 

llUl0.(IO IS1.2Q1.00 llOO 11.1110.00 145,COD.CO 1.51~ 
lUll.071.00 Wl11.Sll.02 10::!49,156:n 148.554.81 1.57UOL16 58.ll9l4 

---~ ...... --.... ------~ ... ~--... --.---.... .:;;--.r~ .. -· •. ~- ... _ ......... -··-·-----· ···••••· ., .......... ______ , _____ • ., ... -

Admlnistmtlve Office of the Courts O P.O. Box 520 Window Rock, Arizona 86515 • 928-871-6762 • Fnx 928-871-6761 



ReporttoLOC 
July 29, 2022 
Page2of3 

Proposed unexpended FY 2022 fund balances to be carried over to FY 2023 as follows: 

JUDICIAL BRANCH FY 2D22 BUDGETS w EXPENOITURES O&M ONLY - aa or 7/2B/22 • ProplHICd FY 2022 O&M CBnyover 

l~l~I ........ -sallldan ,~ __ , 1-~d~II 
~~-YTD 1--l~IA•-'=dl 1 102001 Adasl1I OfflCOof lhO CourlD 

,000.7000 Opetlllq!E,ipansn 13U35.00 m.m.09 G:.580.55 67.ffl.00 S05.2ll2M 19.25\\ 

2 102C02 ChlnlD Ju4lclll Clllllct 

3000-7000 OperaU,ve.=es etl.856.00 122,159.00 ea.e1uo 9.,182.31 .w.on.39 83.effi 

:a 102COl Crownpclnt Judicial 0lsllfct 

3000-7000 011Cf0lq E,peraos 11.113.CO 74.510.00 37,958.00 1,893.12 34.604.911 53.48'4 

4 102004 WlndowRoclc Judldal Dlaltlcl 

:iooo,7000 Opetllll,lg E,ponsoa T.1.2S11.00 11111.3$1.11 44,818.70 008.30 511.838.11 ~ 

I 102C45 Shljlrock JudJclal Olstrfct 

30()0.7000 OponlllngE>penses sa.110.00 115,232.70 25.254,44 6.192.e& 82.785.eO 34~ 
00CO ~OWiy 0.00 e,eoo.co O.CO 0.00 8,tll!0.00 o.= 
2000 EJpcnsos ee,110.00 101,7~.10 26.254.44 6.1112.68 691285.CIO 31.89% 

II 1020C8 Tllllt City .hR!fdgl Dlllllfcl 

!ICXJ0.7000 Opcrolllng E,pensos 75.887.00 138.2,t7.CII 78.1111403 22.6!11185 37. 7911.:1% 7U8% 

7 102CV7 RamallJllllicllltlllltrld 

:lOC0-7000 Openlline~ 83,332.00 48.205.00 31,173.14 1,149.29 15.882.57 87.0$-% 

I 102C0S SvpmmCowt 

3000,7000 Opcm!~~ 80.328.CO 14'-218.00 .42.IB02B 1,7112.35 tC0.305.39 30.45% 

I 102t09 Poacem&lllnD Program 

:IOJ0.7000 OpcrallrQ E.-,s 102.841.00 102,641.00 $4.023.11 2.75772 45.859.l!O ~.32% 
9000 Cup!UIIO-, l~C00.00 120,000.00 0.00 0.00 12D.OOO.CO ,, 0.00,,. 

2000 ~ m,ac1.oo m_841.00 M,023.711 2.,757.72 185.115'3.SO ~ 

10 102010 l(ayentAJudlcllllDlstl!d 

3000,7l)tl) Oporallru E,ipansn ~00 118~.00 43.1503.79 2.818.71 70.087.SO 39.&1% 

11 102011 ~J4ldlcllll01111k1 

:lllC0-71100 ~~ 112.0l7.lll 112.10,.05 14.Gn.OO o.co 98.027.15 12.58% 

12 102012 AnaUIJlldlcl&J Dllirlc\ 

3000,71100 OpemllrvbpcmH 68.~.oo 8U24.00 32.126.18 8.813.09 47.884.7$ 44.85% 

13 1020ta Tohajllltt Judlclll Dlallfct 

:ioco,7000 OpotllitO ~ 110,1!6.00 110,1118.00 211,027.20 10,GOU7 70.627.43 35.97% 

14 102014 Alamo Judldll Dlltrlct 

3000-7000 Oponaang~ 58.443.00 44,10!!.00 13,1139.65 648670 23.878.85 .cG.31% 

15 102015 DzD Y1Uln Judlclzll Dlstrlc\ 

3000-7000 OpetlllltO E,penles 49.20100 41,973.10 23.841.09 21505 IB,058.08 !58.118% 

1S 102017 PlloblO Pln1'ulo Clmlll Coull 

3CQ0.7000 Opc,o!IIQ E,paaes 111.464.00 28,154.00 10.860.43 11574 11.1n.83 38.GIN 

17 102018 PlaballonSorvkes 

3CQG.7000 ~E,rpemos 1711.171.00 110.,71.CO 5U37.93 1,308.75 98,124.32 49.15% 
8000 Clr;IUa!Olllllly 000 3070000 0.00 11 BOO.CO 11£lXIOO" 38.44% 
2000 EJPeftlOI 1!!!,871.CO 141,071.00 62,937.113 lttOB.75 711~4 32 48821' 

1G 10Z019 Judlcllll COnduct ColamlMlon 

:S000.7000 OporollrQE,pcmes 18,45'.CO 20.204.00 $.847.:11 0.00 20.3511119 22.31'1\ 

Judicial 8lancft Gonotal FUlld Tout 1.660,317.00 2~1,899.02 1172.5$3.48 141 . .564.11 1,410,790.75 35.83% 

Oftrall8roalld0"1I of Pn,posod Opomiom & Ma1n1cn111cO IO&falJ o-m Fwci. FY aim C11rryo,,or: 

Z0CO Pusamd~ 0.00 0.00 0.00 oco 0.00 r IDIVIOI 
3000-7000 Openll!rQE,;,cnsos 1.440.317.00 2.134,999.02 672.!lal.'8 136.754.81 l,32$.3S0.76 37.91% 
~ Ccpila!O-, 1~000.00 157~00 0.00 11,80000 145,400-00 7.61'1\ 
2000 EJpcnsos 1,!l!li317.00 2~1,!99.02 872,553.48 148,!:!!.81 1,470,790.15 35.~ 



NAVAJO NATION THREE BRANCH CH1EFS' AGREEMENT· 
Fiscal Year 2023 Comprehensive Budget 

Juna 12, 2022 

Tho Branch Chiefs of !he Navajo Nation government considered the Rscal Year2023 General Fund Revenue ProJection, 
. Pennanent Fund lnc:oma. tmd rcfatad budget matters and haroby ptOVldc:J lho fol!owfng rocommandatioo IX> the Bud gel 
·and Finance Ccmmllteo of lite Navajo Nalloo .Coimdt 

1. . Qmaml Fund Allocatlons: 
Fixed Costs $ 23,311,908 11.72% 
Ex1emal Funds cash Match S 5,000,000 2.61% 
Cbaptor Offlclafs Stfperuls $ 4,158,000 2.09% 
ExecuUve Branch $ 118,092,088 69.36% 
leg!slatlve Branch $ 17.221,488 . 8.68% 
Judlclal Branch $ 17,258,393 8.68% 
Chapters-Non Adm!n!:ltra1Ive. ..;::S:--.,.,;1~3,~87;.:::;Sz226i::;:::::;;:;'--6.9~8;,;-% ... 

TOTAL: $ · 198,918,000 100% 

Too fund sourcas for the S198,9t8.00D mo so fol!aM.: 
A. General Fur.d Rcvonua ProjectJon: s 158,818,000 
B. Permanent Fund Interest: $ 40,000,000 

·2. Personnol l.spse/Savings Fund: . 
Tho Branch Chlofs recommend lho follow!ng: . . . . .. 
· a. $3,020,046 In actwlJ FY 2022 SNA cos1a bo ~ for tho three Branches to absom the C:N-JA costs In tho 

personnel FY 2023 budgets. . 
b. es,000,000 ba allcented to partlal1'J covnr c:csts for the Rotlromnnt Plan, au, 116018 for cost Increases. 
c. AGoneral Wago Adjustment In FY 2023 of up lo 6% forlncrons!ng fnflatlcnaly costs.. 

3. Perman2nt Fund lncomB Excess: . . . 
On tho $27,911,000 In Porman.cnt Fund fnccma ebovo the $40,000,CIOO designated forUia General Fund budget, 
purouant to NnvaJo Natfon Council resolu1!on CAP-30-21, tho Pcrmnncni Fund F1va Year Expenditure Plan for FY 
2022~, lho Branch Chlafs w!lJ mako rm:ommandailons to the Burlgol mid Finance Committee et tho timO of tho 
FY 2023 budgot haanngg of tho B&F Commlttao. 

4. . FY 2022/2023 General Fund Canyovars: 
Ths Bnmch Ch!afs recommend ~ed FY 20'22 fund balances be cmrlad over to FY 2023 as follows: 

a. Exoartlvo Bmnc:h $ 3,000.000 
b. Lcglslaftvo Branch $ 1,600.000 
c. .. Jucl!dal Branch $ · 1,500.000 

6. Undo:l!gn::itnd Unresetved Fund Balance (UUFB): $20,000,000 . . . . . . 
ilta .FY 2n22 budget resotutlon CS-49-2.1, Searon 1\!r'O, L. 881s asldo $20.00o,ooo from lho UUFB for .Uia FY 2023 
budget dUo to Impending projected revenue reductlons. The mvanuo pro.fedlcns nbOV8 do ·not sho'H o rovonuo 
rcduct:on: thtlroforc. It ts recommended tho $20,otlO,tlOO be net ostde forlhe FY 2024 bud{let. 

Jonalhao Nez, Prosldont 
EXECUTIVE BRANCH 

't"' 

~a. Chlar:ustlce 
-JUDICIAL BRANCH 



LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE 
Special Meeting 
August 01, 2022 

Legislation 0130-22: An Action Relating to the Law and Order Committee; Approving and 
Recommending to the Budget and Finance Committee the Fiscal Year2023 Budget for the Navajo 
Nation Judicial Branch and Related Matters, to be included in the Navajo Nation's Comprehensive 
Budget for Fiscal Year 2023 - Sponsors: Honorable Otto Tso/Co-Sponsors: Honorable Eugenia 
Charles-Newton/Honorable Vince James 

VOTE TALLY SHEET: 

Main Motion: 
Motion: Honorable Eugene Tso 
Second: Honorable Eugenia Charles-Newton 
Vote: 2-0-3 

Yea: Honorable Eugenia Charles-Newton/Honorable Eugene Tso 
Nay: 
Not Voting: Honorable Vince James 
Excused: None 
Absent: Honorable Otto Tso/Honorable Edmund Yazzie 

Amendment No.1: 

Motion: Honorable Eugene Tso 
Second: Honorable Eugenia Charles-Newton 
Vote: 2-0-3 

Yea: Honorable Eugenia Charles-Newton/Honorable Eugene Tso 
Nay: 
Not Voting: Honorable Vince James 
Excused: None 
Absent: Honorable Otto Tso/Honorable Edmund Yazzie 

Law and Order Co mittee 
24th Navajo Nation Council 

Laureen Spencer,gisfuive Advisor 
Office of Legislative Services 


