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Mr. Alan Hanson

Acting Assistant Attorney General
Office of Justice Programs

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20530

Dr. Don Wright

Acting Assistant Secreta  for health
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300 C Street SW

Washington, DC 20416

Dear Mr. Tashuda, Mr. Hanson, and Dr. Wright:

| write concerning tribal jails constructed using Department of Justice {DOJ) grants that now
s 1d understaffed, underutilized, or fack medical services that would otherwise be present in federally
operated prison. A recent audit by the DOJ Inspector General identified at least six such prisons with
capacity and management deficiencies located on indian reservations.

According to data produced by the Bureau of Indian Affairs {BIA), nearly 60 percent of BIA and
tribal jails are without any on-site healthcare services. As a result, thousands of Native American
inmates and correctional guards are exposed to an elevated risk of disease outbreak every day,
particularly when medical professionals are not present to screen inmates. Such an outbreak occurred
in 2013 at the Tuba City Detention Center on the Navajo reservation where 40 inmates and staff
contracted tuberculosis. The absence of healthcare professionals can cause tribes to repurpose their
BIA correctional funding to bus inmates to their local Indian Health Service provider for primary care as
well as substance abuse treatment.

Wasteful spending has been observed in the DOJ's Tribal Justice System Infrastructure Grant
Program (TJSIP), which con ounds the strain on tribal services. An audit issued by the DOJ Office of
Inspector General in January 2017 found that the Department spent more than $275.9 million between
FY2009 and FY2014 constructing tribal jails, many of which are “excessively large,” house too few
inmates, and are too costly for some tribes to operate. In the case of the Tuba City facility, the DOJ
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spent more than $38.6 million to build a 132-bed  ility in 2013 that houses less than 50 inmates and
has no medical services. According to |G report, staffing at correctional facilities accounts for up to 80
percent of total operating costs, but DOJ is not conducting sufficient planning or needs assessments with
tribes prior to awarding TJSIP grants.

With these concerns in mind, | respectfully request responses to the following questions:

1. Has the DOJ Office of Justice Programs implemented sufficient guidelines and practices that
ensure proper planning and coordination occurs with tribes in the TJSIP program? Please
describe those guidelines.

2. What is the standard for providing medic. :are in federal prisons with inmate populations at or
near 100 inmates?

3. How many full-time emplo s and part-time employees would be required to ensure tribal
prisons to have suffici  healthcare services?

4. Diseases like diabetes, kidney disease, hearth disease, and substance abuse are prevalentin
Native American populations. Are tribal jails able to provide medical service for these
conditions?

incerely,
/' Znes
(5] )
John McCain
United States Senator
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