
DATE: December 8, 2022 

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY SHEET 
Tracking No. ()2..lllP-22... 

TITLE OF RESOLUTION: PROPOSED NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL RESOLUTION; AN 
ACTION RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE, THE 
NAABIK'iYAI' COMMITTEE AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; AMENDING CO-
50-13; APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO THE PLAN OF OPERATION FOR THE NAVAJO 
NATION DIVISION OF NATURAL RESOURCES ADMINISTRATION; AND APPROVING 
THE PLAN OF OPERATION FOR THE CLEAN ENERGY AND STRATEGIC 
DEVELOPMENT PLANNING OFFICE 

PU~OSE: This resolution, if approved, will approve an amendment to Resolution CO-50-13, 
authorizing the development of the Clean Energy and Strategic Development Planning Office 
within the Division of Natural Resources in phases, and, at a future date, when the Clean Energy 
and Strategic Development Planning Office has developed sufficient capacity, the structure 
should be revisited to determine if the office should be separate and distinct from the Division of 
Natural Resources. This resolution, if approved, will also approve an amendment to the plan of 
operation for the Navajo Nation Division of Natural Resources Administration and will approve 
the Plan of Operation for the Clean Energy and Strategic Development Planning Office. 

This written summary does not address recommended amendments as may be provided by 
the standing committee. The Office of Legislative Counsel requests each committee member 
to review the proposed resolution in detail. 
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PROPOSED NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

24th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL -- Fourth Year, 2022 

INTRODUCED BY 

AN ACTION 

Navajo Natio Council 

RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE, THE 

NAABIK'IY AI' COMMITTEE AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; 

AMENDING CO-50-13; APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO THE PLAN OF 

OPERATION FOR THE NAVAJO NATION DIVISION OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

ADMINISTRATION; AND APPROVING THE PLAN OF OPERATION FOR THE 

CLEAN ENERGY AND STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT PLANNING OFFICE 

BE IT ENACTED: 

SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY 

A. The Navajo Nation Council is the governing body of the Navajo Nation. 2 N.N.C. § 

102 (A). 

B. The Navajo Nation Council established the Naabik'iyati' Committee was a Navajo 

Nation Council Standing Committee. All proposed legislation that requires final 

action by the Navajo Nation Council shall be assigned to the Naabik'iyati' 

Committee. 2 N.N.C. §§ 164 (A) (9), 700 (A). 

C. The Resources and Development Committee (RDC) is established as a Standing 

Committee of the Navajo Nation Council with oversight authority for the Division of 

Natural Resources. 2 N.N.C. § 501 (C) (1). 

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS 
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1) Sam Woods 
2) Harrison Tsosie 



Good morning, Delegates Walker, and Stewart, 

My name is Sam Woods and I'm a member of the Navajo Nation with more than 20 years of 
extensive experience and expertise in energy & power, natural resources, construction, and 
mining. I'm a Senior Executive with Tosidoh, LLC and senior professional with a background in 
Electrical Engineering {NMSU '01) from the Klipsch School of Electrical & Computer Engineering. 

I have been around the world and throughout Indian Country working as an Energy 
Professional. My prior experiences include the startup and management of the Navajo 
Transitional Energy Company {NTEC). Within NTEC, I have worked on numerous strategies, 
plans and teams to set NTEC and the Navajo Nation solvent for many years to come. 

I have previously worked on large EPC projects during my engineering career and facilitated 
over 1,500 MW of Combined-Cycle Gas Turbine and 600 MW of Simple-Cycle Gas Turbine 
Projects. I also supported the financial raise of over $115 million of capital funds and facilitated 
over $285 million in mergers and acquisitions. I have led and been part of a negotiating team to 
support over $2 billion in security revenues for private-business and Tribes {in particularly, the 
Navajo Nation). 

Most recently, my colleagues and I have organized the first Professional Chapter for the 
American Indian Science and Engineering Society {AISES) in the Four Corners Region. Four 
Corners AISES mission is to empower and inspire Native American students, early professionals, 
and communities by promoting Science, Technology, Engineering and Math {STEM) initiatives 
and program throughout the Four Corners' region. In the inaugural year of Professional 
Chapter, I served as the President of the organization and Four Corners AISES was recognized in 
2020 by the National AISES organization for winning the prestigious "Chapter of the Year 
Award." 

Today, I serve on various organizations, such as Four Corners AISES, IEEE, PMI, and other non­
profit/for profit organizations. 

I have read legislation 0246-22 and with this provide my comments to this legislation. 



COMMENTS TO LEGISLATION 0246-22 

PROPOSED NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL RESOLUTION; AN ACTION RELATING TO RESOURCES AND 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE, THE NAABIKIYAI COMMITTEE AND THE NAVAJO NATION 

COUNCIL; AMENDING CO-50-13; APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO THE PLAN OF OPERATION FOR 
THE NAVAJO NATION DIVISION OF NATURAL RESOURCES ADMINISTRATION; AND APPROVING 
THE PLAN OF OPERATION FOR THE CLEAN ENERGY AND STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT PLANNING 

OFFICE 

1. The proposed Navajo Nation Energy Office name is long and drawn out. Keep it simple. 
The Navajo Nation Council should revise the name to reflect a traditional name and an 
English name. The English name is something like, "Navajo Energy Office", or the Navajo 
name could be something like, "Dine Bi Ahoodziil Nahata". The clean part of the energy 
program can be established within the Energy Office as a department. Also, the 
Strategic & Planning program can be a department within the Energy Office. 

2. legislation 0246-22 should include a phase timeline for the Navajo Energy Office to be 
independent and solvent from the Division of Natural Resources. This timeline 
(schedule) will allow the people to accept the inaugural Navajo Energy Office to be 
within the Division of Natural Resources. 

3. The funding of $252,245.00 in the Navajo Nation Comprehensive Budget for Fiscal Year 
2023 is insufficient regarding the scope of the Navajo Energy Office outlined in Exhibit 3. 

a. Example: Salary & Benefits (Avg Salary per Market outside Navajo): 
Base Pay (low) Benefits (52.06%) 

i. Manager: $83,500 $43,470 
ii. Project Manager: $78,000 $40,606 

Total: 

Total 
$127,022 
$118,606 
$245,628 

Which leaves you $6,616 for office supplies, office rental, computers, travel 
expenses, fleet expenses, vehicle, etc. 

This tells me your Navajo Energy Office will not fulfill the requirements of Exhibit 
3. A new budget for the Navajo Energy Office should be included with this 
legislation to reflect the executable activities for Year 1 for the Navajo Energy 
Office. 

4. The Directives in Section Six should include working with Navajo Nation Communities 
and State/Federal Partners - such as the Department of Energy, National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory, Universities/Colleges, etc. This direction should be rewritten to say 
that the Navajo Energy Office will create a working Energy Group. 



a. The directive needs to include a working schedule for Year 1, Year 2, and Year 3. 
The Navajo People need to see timelines and executable activities for the Navajo 
Energy Office. 

5. Plan of Operation for the Energy Office should include the planning, collaboration, and 
development of the Navajo Nation Strategic Energy Plan. 

6. Clean Energy should also include the following: Green Hydrogen, Pump Storage, etc. 

7. Infrastructure should include the following: microgrids, substations, etc. 

8. Working jointly with the Navajo Nation Department of Minerals to plan, develop, and 
create a Natural Resources Inventory. 

There so much to include into this legislation, but most importantly is to reflect a healthy 
budget for Energy Office to attract Navajo Energy Professionals. Secondly, is the time line for the 
Energy Office to be independent. Lastly, the directive needs more substance. 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: Executive Director, Office of Legislative Services 

FROM: Harrison Tsosie 

DATE: December 14, 2022 

SUBJECT: Legislation No: 0246-22 Approving Amendments to the Plan of Operation_for the 
Navajo Nation Division of Natural Resources Administration; and Approving the 
Plan of Operation for the Clean Energy and Strategic Development Planning Office 

I respectfully submit the following comments and concerns regarding Legislation No: 0246-22. The 
primary concern with the proposed legislation is the creation of additional conflicts of interests in 
the Navajo Nation Government and the exclusion of certain fuels sources from the definition of 
Clean Energy. 

The 2013 Navajo Nation Energy Policy contemplates the creation of a Navajo Energy Office to 
address all energy issues related to the Navajo Nation, not just a Clean Energy and Strategic 
Development Planning Office. Is the Nation intending to great a Navajo Energy Office for carbon 
bases fuels like coal and oil while also creating a Clean Energy and Strategic Development Planning 
Office with different Directors? In the last fifty years, the Navajo Nation has primarily relied on 
coal and oil revenues to fund the General Fund Account. I suspect this trend will continue into the 
near future, however, there will be no office to provide guidance to the leadership. 

The 2013 Navajo Nation Energy Policy further provides that "a Navajo Energy Office should be 
separate and distinct from all existing divisions, departments, programs, enterprises and any other 
Navajo Nation entities or political subdivisions, and with appropriate staffing and budget." This 
recommendation in the Energy Policy of 2013 is to prevent the mingling and approval of energy 
related projects under one Division Director. Housing the proposals and technical research of energy 
project and the consent or approval ofland use should be in separate divisions to prevent a conflicts 
of interest. 

The proposed Clean Energy and Strategic Development Office Plan of Operation also has 
deficiencies. On December 13, 2022, the United States Department of Energy announced success 
of Ignition of a Fusion Process which it daubed as the most significant development of the 21st 
Century. The proposed Plan of Operation for Clean Energy and Strategic Development Office at 
IVG)(i) defines Clean Energy as non-carbon emitting energy including an emphasis on renewable 
energy which is wind, solar, biomass, hydro, geothermal. It does not mention nuclear fusion as 
Clean Energy or direct the proposed Office to concentrate on the "most significant development of 
the 21st Century" in clean energy development. 

I must also mention that hydrogen as a fuel source is missing from the definition of Clean Energy. 
Recently, major automotive companies have announced significant break-throughs in hydrogen fuel 



cells to provide electricity to power electric cars. A thorough strategic energy planning office should 
include both nuclear fusion and hydrogen as a fuel source for investigation. 

Also missing from the Plan of Operation for Clean Energy and Strategic Development Office is 
consultation with Allottees and other folks with land rights. Recently, there was concern expressed 
by Allottee surrounding the Chaco National Park due to lack of consultation. Their interests were 
not addressed in the decision making process to create a buffer zone. 

Lastly, the Plan of Operation for Clean Energy and Strategic Development Office does not address 
the heating of buildings. Currently, the Navajo Nation does not address the problem of heating 
homes with wood or coal. This creates a health hazard to Navajo people as most heating stoves are 
substandard to use either wood or coal. If Navajo families are subjected to daily use of substandard 
stoves, it may create many of the respiratory health issues among Navajos. The Office should study 
such concerns and provide reports concerning current practices. 

In summary, I thank the Office of Legislative Services for the opportunity to express my concerns 
with Legislation No: 0246-22. 




