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14b. Existing Data Review. A record scarch was conducted at the olTices of the Navajo Nat:
Historic Preservation Dcpartment (NNIIPD) on June 24, 2013, No previously recorded sites arc
located within 100 m of project arcas. The Traditional Cultural Property (TCP) Department has
identified two TCPs within the buffer zone of the project arca. Nitichi'i Tsoli Be'etiin 7 Great Wind
Trail / Black Creek (#383) fies approximately 175 feet to the west. Tvohorso / Yellow Meadow
(#992) s located 1.0 milc 1o the west. The TCP Department has determined that there will be no
adverse impacts Lo these TCP as a result of this undertaking (Attachment A).

Officials at the St. Michacls Chapter House and family members ol the grazing permittee were
intervicwed concerning TCPs, graves. or other concerns about the proposed project. The Chapter
President. Mr. Curran llannon. and the Conumunity Courdinator, Ms. Donna Whitchair, stated that
the Chapter had no concerns about the project and did not know of any graves, TCPs. etc.. within
the area. They stated that the project was discussed at a public Chapter Meeting with representatives
of Be Greene, LLC, and a Chapter Resolution had been passed in support of the project.

Armetta Yazzic and two sons, who are the closest residents 1o the project area and relatives of the
grazing permittee, Darlenc Lee, were interviesved. The interviewees stated that the family and the
grazing permittee had heen contacted by Be Greene, LE.C and Chapter Officials and that they had no
objections to the project at this time. They stated that there were no family TCPs, graves, or
old/proposed residences, camps cte. in the project area.

14¢. Arca Environmental and Cultural Setting. 'he project area lies within the general
physiographic province of the Colorado Plateau along the southwestern slopes of the Defiance
Platcau. The Defiance Plateau is an uplifted vval arca characterized by rolling-to-flat topography.
with rock outcrops and steep canyons along the periphery of the plateau. This portion of the Plateau
is comprised primartly of De Chelly Sandstone, Soils. predominantly sandy and sandy clay loams. arc
derived from the underlying sandstone. Vegetation zonces include pine forest, piyon-juniper
woodland, shrubland, and grassland. Black Creck Valley, a major tributary, cuts  rough Chinle shales
and averages 3.0 km in width and ranges between 6700 and 7100 feet in elevation. Soils in the valley
include sand, sandy loam, and clays derived primarily from exposed scdimentary formations. An
overview of the environment and physical setting of the general project arca is provided i Fehr and
others (1982).

The project is located in Window Rock, Anzona, L1 miles cast of the St Michacls Chapter House
and 1,25 miles west of the junction of State Road 264 and Navajo Route 12. The access corridor
begins at the northern State Road 264 highway ROW [ence and proceceds northward to end at the
Section 7/18 boundary line (Attachment B). Most of the project area is characterized by low-lying
flats within the broad Black Creek Valley. The area is crossed by numerous shallow washes and feeder
channels draining southward into a tributary of Black Creek. Black Creek tlows into the Rio Puerco
at Houck, Arizona. An eroding. rodent-disturbed, north-south wending sand dune is present along the
western cedge of the project arca. Soils vary from alluvial clays and silts 1o acolian sands. Vegetation
consists of a moderately dense cover of greasewood, rabbitbrush, beeweed, russian thistle, and annual
weeds. A few dead cottonwood trees have fallen into the main wash. An older, east-west powerline
crosses the southern portion of the project area and an NTUA waterline and access road parallel the
State Road 264 fenceline. Elevation is approximately 6700 feet.

A synthesis of the archacological investigation, culture history, and cthnohistory of the general area
can be found in Amsden (1992). Background information on the prehistory of the Black Creck
Valley has been summarized in Felir and others (1982) and to a lesser extent by Andrews (1980).
There have been numerous archacological investigations in the Window Rock and Middle Black
Creek areas associated with waterline, road. powerline, homesite. and economic development
projects. The results of these studics indicate that the arca was occupicd from the Basketmaker 111
period through the present, with a notable increase in prehistoric population during the Pueblo I
period.
















If there will be any plans to install an UST or AST, NNEPA Storage Tank Program

¥ miust be informed. The design specifications must meet the requirements listed in
the Storage Tank Act. Mr. Warren Roan or Tanya Yazzie can be reached at
928/871-7993.
8. Others:

a. Be Greene LLC will comply with e vegetative reclamation per Navajo Agriculture
Department’s recommended seed mix within the disturbed areas of the ROW
corridors. Ms. Judy Willeto i1s the contact person for the vegetation seeding
reclamation activities. She can be reached at 928/871-6592/6593.

b. Jack Utter or staff at the Department of Water Resources, Water Code

Administration can be contacted for water permit. They can be reached at' 3-729-
4147. Any imported water will be reported to the Water Code Administration.

If there are any questions, you may contact ita Whitehorse-Larsen at 928/871-7188. Thank you.

Cc: Be Greene LLC, 32 Kiva Court, Sandia Park, New Mexico, 87047
Permits West, Inc., 37 Verano Loop, Santa Fe, New Mexico, 87508
NNEPA Water Quality, PWSSP; Air Quality, OPP; Pesticides; Superfund; RCRP; Storage Tank

Program; Administration chrono file

Contact person: Permits West, Inc., 505-466-8120
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Mariana Kahn, Legal Couns:

moms PYTVVUC

Kayla L. Bia, Office Specialist
Navajo Land Department- Project Review

DATE: September 8, 2016

SUBJECT: Right-of-Way for Be Greene, LLC- Legislation No. 0049-16

In regards to Legislation Tracking No. 0049-16, ight-of-way for Be Greene LLC, to construct,
operate and mai1 n an Access oad located in St. Michael’s Chapter vicinity, Navajo Nation.
As requested I have attached a final version of Exhibit A (Application), xhibit C (Field
Clearance Report) and Exhib D (Terms and Cond ons) the wording “including Ut ty
Corridor” has been deleted from the ROW request on the application, Terms and Conditior

R: ort.

Your immediate assistance in this matter would be appre: ite, if you should have ar
please feel free to contact myse or Delegate Jonathan Hale.

cc: Council Delegate Jonathan Hale
Shammie Begay, Legislative Advisor
LaTanya Burbank, Reporter

Navajo Land Department
Post Office Box 2249 / Window Rock, AZ / 86515 / Telephone: (928) §71-6401 .
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