RDCJN-27-15

RESOLUTION OF THE
RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
OF THE 23"¢ NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL --- FIRST YEAR, 2015

AN ACTION

RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT; APPROVING THE GRANT OF
RIGHT-OF-WAY TO JEMEZ MOUNTAIN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. TO
CONSTRUCT, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN THE GLEASON BRIDGE 14.4kV
ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTION POWERLINE EXTENSION PROJECT TO SERVICE
NAVAJO FAMILIES IN HUERFANO ON NAVAJO NATION TRUST LANDS IN
WHITE ROCK CHAPTER VICINITY (SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO)

BE IT ENACTED:
Section One. Findings

A. Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 500, the Resources and Development
Committee is hereby established as a standing committee of
the Navajo Nation Council; and

B. Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 501(B)(2), the Resources and
Development Committee of the Navajo Nation Council has
authority to give final approval of all land withdrawals,
non-mineral leases, permits, licenses, rights-of-way,
surface easement and bonding requirements on Navajo Nation
Lands and unrestricted (fee) 1land. This authority shall
include subleases, modifications, assignments, leasehold
encumbrances, transfer, renewals, and terminations; and

C. The Jemez Mountain Electric Cooperative, 1Inc., P.0O. Box
10, Cuba, New Mexico 87013, has submitted a Right-of-Way
(ROW) application to construct, operate and maintain the
Gleason Bridge 14.4 kV electrical distribution power line
extension project to service Navajo families in Huerfano
on, over and across Navajo Nation Trust Lands in White
Rock Chapter wvicinity (San Juan County, New Mexico),
described 1in documents attached hereto and made a part
hereof as Exhibit ™“A”: and

D. The proposed right-of-way is 5,744.52 feet long, 20 feet
wide, consisting of 2.698 acres, more or less, located in

the Southwest Quarter (SW *) of Section 28, Township 23

Page 1 of 3



RDCJIN-27-15

North, Range 13 West, NMPM, San Juan County, New Mexico,
and more particularly described on the survey map attached
hereto and made a part hereof as Exhibit “B”; and

E. The Project Review Section with the Navajo Land Department
has obtained the necessary consents from the affected land

users, attached hereto as Exhibit “C”; and

F. All environmental and archaeological studies and
clearances were completed and attached hereto by this
reference.

Section Two. Approval

A. The Navajo Nation hereby approves the Grant of Right-of-
Way and to Jemez Mountain Electric Cooperative, Inc., to
construct, operate and maintain the Gleason Bridge 14.4 kV
electrical distribution power 1line extension project to
service Navajo families in Huerfano on, over and across
Navajo Nation Trust Lands in White Rock Chapter vicinity
(San Juan County, New Mexico). The location 1is more
particularly described on the map attached hereto as
Exhibit “B.”

B. The Navajo Nation hereby approves the Right-of-Way subject
to, but not limited to, the following terms and conditions
attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibits “D.”

C. The Navajo Nation hereby authorizes the President of the

Navajo Nation to execute any and all documents necessary
to affect the intent and purpose of this resolution.
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RDCJIN-27-15
CERTIFICATION

I, hereby, certify that the foregoing resolution was duly
considered by the Resources and Development Committee of the 23
Navajo Nation Council at a duly called meeting at Navajo Nation
Council Chambers, Window Rock, Navajo Nation (Arizona), at which
quorum was present and that same was passed by a vote of 3 in
favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstain this 9 day of June, 2015.

Alton Joe Shepherd, Chairperson
Resources and Development Committee
Of the 23" Navajo Nation Council

Motion: Honorable Leonard Tsosie
Second: Honorable Leonard Pete
Vote: 3-0 (Chair not voting)
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LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY SHEET
Tracking No. _D\u - \S

DATE: May 7, 2015

TITLE OF RESOLUTION: PROPOSED STANDING COMMITTEE RESOLUTION; AN
ACTION RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT; APPROVING THE
GRANT OF RIGHT-OF-WAY TO JEMEZ MOUNTAIN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE,
INC. TO CONSTRUCT, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN THE GLEASON BRIDGE 14.4kV
ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTION POWERLINE EXTENSION PROJECT TO SERVICE
NAVAJO FAMILIES IN HUERFANO ON NAVAJO NATION TRUST LANDS IN
WHITE ROCK CHAPTER VICINITY (SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO)

PURPOSE: This resolution, if approved, will approve the grant of a right-of-way to Jemez
Mountain Electric Cooperative, Inc., to construct, operate and maintain Gleason Bridge 14.4 kV
electrical distribution power line extension project to service Navajo families in Huerfano on
Navajo Nation Trust Lands in the White Rock Chapter vicinity in San Juan County, Utah.

This written summary does not address recommended amendments as may be provided by
the standing committee. The Office of Legislative Counsel requests each committee
member to review the proposed resolution in detail.

OLC No. 15-345-1



5-DAY BILL j:ow periop: Pleek, Resources & Devel
Website Posting Time/Date: 10:4qam 3[8115
Posting End Pate: D321
Efigible for Agtion: S -14-(S
1 PROPOSED STANDING COMMITTEE RESOLUTION
2 23rd NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - First Year, 2015
3 INTRODUCED BY
4
5 it /Zar — [ onathin Per tb
6 4 (Prime Sporg)r)
7
8 TRACKING NO. D\ U~ 9
9
10 AN ACTION
11 RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT; APPROVING THE GRANT OF
12 RIGHT-OF-WAY TO JEMEZ MOUNTAIN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. TO
13 CONSTRUCT, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN THE GLEASON BRIDGE 14.4kV
14 ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTION POWERLINE EXTENSION PROJECT TO SERVICE
15 NAVAJO FAMILIES IN HUERFANO ON NAVAJO NATION TRUST LANDS IN
16 WHITE ROCK CHAPTER VICINITY (SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO)
17
18 |BEIT ENACTED:
19 Section One. Findings
20 A. Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 500, the Resources and Development Committee is hereby
21 established as a standing committee of the Navajo Nation Council; and
22 B. Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § S01(B)(2), the Resources and Development Committee of the
23 Navajo Nation Council has authority to give final approval of all land withdrawals,
24 non-mineral leases, permits, licenses, rights-of-way, surface easement and bonding
25 requirements on Navajo Nation Lands and unrestricted (fee) land. This authority shall
26 include subleases, modifications, assignments, leasehold encumbrances, transfer,
27 renewals, and terminations; and
28 C. The Jemez Mountain Electric Cooperative, Inc., P.O. Box 10, Cuba, New Mexico
29 87013, has submitted a Right-of-Way (ROW) application to construct, operate and
30 maintain the Gleason Bridge 14.4 kV electrical distribution power line extension
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project to service Navajo families in Huerfano on, over and across Navajo Nation
Trust Lands in White Rock Chapter vicinity (San Juan County, New Mexico),
described in documents attached hereto and made a part hereof as Exhibit “A”: and

D. The proposed right-of-way is 5,744.52 feet long, 20 feet wide, consisting of 2.698
acres, more or less, located in the Southwest Quarter (SW 4) of Section 28, Township
23 North, Range 13 West, NMPM, San Juan County, New Mexico, and more
particularly described on the survey map attached hereto and made a part hereof as
Exhibit “B”; and

E. The Project Review Section with the Navajo Land Department has obtained the
necessary consents from the affected land users, attached hereto as Exhibit “C”; and

F. All environmental and archaeological studies and clearances were completed and

attached hereto by this reference.

Section Two. Approval

A. The Navajo Nation hereby approves the Grant of Right-of~-Way and to Jemez
Mountain Electric Cooperative, Inc., to construct, operate and maintain the
Gleason Bridge 14.4 kV electrical distribution power line extension project to
service Navajo families in Huerfano on, over and across Navajo Nation Trust
Lands in White Rock Chapter vicinity (San Juan County, New Mexico). The
location is more particularly described on the map attached hereto as Exhibit “B.”

B. The Navajo Nation hereby approves the Right-of-Way subject to, but not limited
to, the following terms and conditions attached hereto and incorporated herein as
Exhibits “D.”

C. The Navajo Nation hereby authorizes the President of the Navajo Nation to
execute any and all documents necessary to affect the intent and purpose of this

resolution.
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- . intersect the works_constructed, maintained, or operated under the right-of-way.

EXHIBIT

I_A

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
RIGHT-OF-WAY APPLICATION

COMES NOW THE APPLICANT JEMEZ MOUNTAINS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. of P.O. Box 128
ESPANOLA, NM 87532 this 17th day of March, 2014, who hereby petition(s) the Bureau of indian Affairs
and respectfully files under the terms and provisions of the Act of February 5, 1948 (62 Stat. L 17-25 USC
323) and Departmental Regulations 25 CFR 169, an application of a 20 (twenty) years right-of-way for the
following purposes and reasons:

Construction, operation and maintenance of an electrical distribution line, Gleason Bridge, Project #412085.
Across the following described Navajo Tribal Trust Lands (easement description):

SW/4 Section 20, T.23N.,R. 13 W, al? NMPM, San Juan County, NM and

SM4 Section 28, T.23 N,, R. 13 W; aI?NMPM, San Juan County, NM

Said right-of-way across Tribal Trust Lands to be 5,744.52 feet in length, 20 feet in width, and 2.698 acres in
size, as shown on attached map and plats of definite location, attached hereto, and made a part hereof.

SAID APPLICANT UNDERSTANDS AND EXPRESSLY AGREES TO THE FOLLOWING STIPULATIONS:
1. To construct and maintain the right-of-way in a workmanlike manner.

2. To pay all damages and compensation, in addition to the deposit made pursuant to 169.4,
determined by the Secretary to be due the landowners and authorized users and occupants of the
land due to the survey, granting, construction and maintenance of the right-of-way.

3. To indemnify the landowners and authorized users and occupants against any liability for loss of
life, personal injury and property damage arising from the construction, maintenance, occupancy or
use of the lands by the applicant, his employees, contractors and their employees, or
subcontractors and their employees.

4. To restore the lands as nearly as may be possible to their original condition upon the completion of
construction, to the extent compatible with the purpose for which the right-of-way was granted.

5. To clear and keep clear the lands within the right-of-way to the extent compatible with the purpose
of the right-of-way; and dispose of all vegetative and other material cut, uprooted or otherwise
accumulated during construction and maintenance of the project.

6. To take soil and resources conservation protection measures, including weed control, on the land
covered by the right-of-way.

T 7. To do everything reasonable within itS power to prevent and suppress fires on or near the lands fo

be occupied under the right-of-way.

8. To build and repair such roads, fences and trails as may be destroyed or injured by construction
work and to build and maintain necessary and suitable crossings for all roads and trails that



10.

1.

12.

That upon revocation or termination of the right-of-way, the applicant shall, so far as in reasonably
possible, restore the land o is criginai conaition.  The determination of "reasonably possible” is
subject to Secretary's approvat.

To at all times keep the Secretary informeg or its address, and in case of corporations, of the
address of its principal place or business zna the names and addresses of its principal officers.

That the applicant will not inierfere with the use of the lands by or under the authority of the
landowners for any purpose not incansistent with the primary purpose for which the right-of-way is
granted.

During the term of this Grant or Sasement. 7 2nv previously unidentified cultural resources are
discovered within the easement area, work shouid de halted immediately and the BIA and/or Tribal
Contractor should be contaciea immegiaieiv.

THE APPLICANT FURTHER STIPULATES AND ZXPRESZSLY AGREES AS FOLLOWS:

To conform and to abide by all appiicabie rsguirements with respect to the right-of-way herein applied for.
The applicant agrees to conform ta and anide by the ruies. regulations, and requirements contained in the
Code of Federal Regulations, Title 25 indians. Part “89, as amended, and by reference includes such rules,
regulations and requirements as a pari of this appiication o the same effect as if the same were herein set
out in full.

DATE:

j‘i : 2
March 17, 2014 APPLICANT. {%f/fﬁ %/2;//

/

REQUIRED SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS:

() Written consent of ianaowner (RCW Form 94-7).

() Map (plats) of definite iocation {2 originai mylars & 2 copies, See 25 CFR 169.6, 169.7,
169.8, 169.9, 169.1C and {69.11).

() Deposit of estimated damages or compensation (See 169.4 and 169.14).

() Evidence of Authority of Cfficers o Zxecute Papers (ROW Form 94-4)-submitted with

application of same date entiiled “Franciscan Lake Power line project”.
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

EVIDENCE OF AUTHORITY OF OFFICERS TO EXECUTE PAPERS

|, David R. Salazar, solemnly swear that Ernesto A. Gonzales was on thelﬂ'Dﬂéay of MK

2013, duly qualified and acting as General Manager of Jemez Mountains Electric Cooperative,
Inc., (JMEC), on which day he executed a Right-of-Way Application for and in behalf of said
corporation, covering certain Tribal Trust Indian tands in the State of New Mexico; that he was
fully empowered to execute said instrument and all papers in connection therewith, and that
here action in executing the same binds the said corporation to full performance of all
obligations thereunder.

Tmsaﬂ day of ET0BERo013

A D

Name:

Board President, JMEC
Title:

Subscribed and sworn to before me this %07” day of QWZMS

(Signed)

(Title)

'?"»:,IN@TARY SEAL]

Ut Lammudiny Gupew>: e 7,005




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
RIGHT-OF-WAY APPLICATION

COMES NOW THE APPLICANT JEMEZ MOUNTAINS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. of P.O. Box 128,
ESPANOLA, NM 87532 this 17th day of March, 2014, who hereby petition(s) the Bureau of Indian Affairs
and respectfully files under the terms and provisions of the Act of February 5, 1948 (62 Stat. L 17-25 USC
323) and Departmental Regulations 25 CFR 169, an application of a 20 (twenty) years right-of-way for the
following purposes and reasons:

Construction, operation and maintenance of an electrical distribution line, Gleason Bridge, Project #412085.
Across the following described Navajo Tribal Trust Lands (easement description):

SW/4 Section 20, T. 23 N., R. 13 W; all NMPM, San Juan County, NM and

SWI/4 Section 28, T. 23 N., R. 13 W; all NMPM, San Juan County, NM

Said right-of-way across Tribal Trust Lands to be 5,744.52 feet in length, 20 feet in width, and 2.698 acres in
size, as shown on attached map and plats of definite location, attached hereto, and made a part hereof.

SAID APPLICANT UNDERSTANDS AND EXPRESSLY AGREES TO THE FOLLOWING STIPULATIONS:
1. To construct and maintain the right-of-way in a workmanlike manner.

2. To pay all damages and compensation, in addition to the deposit made pursuant to 169.4,
determined by the Secretary to be due the landowners and authorized users and occupants of the
land due to the survey, granting, construction and maintenance of the right-of-way.

3. To indemnify the landowners and authorized users and occupants against any liability for loss of
life, personal injury and property damage arising from the construction, maintenance, occupancy or
use of the lands by the applicant, his employees, contractors and their employees, or
subcontractors and their employees.

4. To restore the lands as nearly as may be possible to their original condition upon the completion of
construction, to the extent compatible with the purpose for which the right-of-way was granted.

5. Toclear and keep clear the lands within the right-of-way to the extent compatible with the purpose
of the right-of-way; and dispose of all vegetative and other material cut, uprooted or otherwise
accumulated during construction and maintenance of the project.

6. To take soil and resources conservation protection measures, including weed control, on the land
covered by the right-of-way.

7. To do everything reasonable within its power to prevent and suppress fires on or near the lands to
be occupied under the right-of-way.

8. To build and repair such roads, fences and trails as may be destroyed or injured by construction
work and to build and maintain necessary and suitable crossings for all roads and ftrails that
intersect the works constructed, maintained, or operated under the right-of-way.



10.

1.

12.

That upon revocation or termination of the right-of-way, the applicant shall, so far as in reasonably

possible, restore the land to its original condition. The determination of "reasonably possible" is
subject to Secretary's approval.

To at all times keep the Secretary informed of its address, and in case of corporations, of the
address of its principal place of business and the names and addresses of its principal officers.

That the applicant will not interfere with the use of the lands by or under the authority of the

landowners for any purpose not inconsistent with the primary purpose for which the right-of-way is
granted.

During the term of this Grant of Easement, if any previously unidentified cultural resources are
discovered within the easement area, work should be halted immediately and the BIA and/or Tribal
Contractor should be contacted immediately.

THE APPLICANT FURTHER STIPULATES AND EXPRESSLY AGREES AS FOLLOWS:

To conform and to abide by all applicable requirements with respect to the right-of-way herein applied for.
The applicant agrees to conform to and abide by the rules, regulations, and requirements contained in the
Code of Federal Regulations, Title 25 Indians, Part 169, as amended, and by reference includes such rules,

regulations and requirements as a part of this application to the same effect as if the same were herein set
out in full,

DATE:

March 17, 2014 APPLICANT é% W _

REQUIRED SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS:

Written consent of landowner (ROW Form 94-7).

Map (plats) of definite location (2 original mylars & 2 copies, See 25 CFR 169.6, 169.7,
169.8, 169.9, 169.10 and 169.11).

Deposit of estimated damages or compensation (See 169.4 and 169.14).

Evidence of Authority of Officers to Execute Papers (ROW Form 94-4)-submitied with
application of same date entitled “Franciscan Lake Power line project”.

—_——
~—

——~
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. I LA 2% BEN SHELLY PRESIDENT
. THE NAVAJO NATION E‘M? REX LEE JIM VICE PRESIDENT
==y
EXHIBIT
5
i C
MEMORANDUM
TO :  Howard P. Draper, Supervisor

Project Review Section, NLD

FROM 3//4%&/ /&C

Esther Kee, R/W Agent
Project Review Section, NLD

DATE :  September 25, 2014
SUBJECT: JMEC Gleason Bridge Power Line Extension Project

Jemez Mountain Electric Cooperative, Inc., Post Office Box 128, Espanola, New Mexico 87532,
submitted an application for right of way to construct, operate and maintain the Gleason Bridge
single phase power line extension to serve Navajo families on Navajo Trust Lands within Huerfano
and White Rock Chapter, San Juan County, New Mexico.

The power line will be 5,744.52 feet in length, 20 feet wide, 2.698, acres, in SW/4 Section 20,
T23N, R13W, and SW/4 Section 28, T23 N, R13W, NMPM, San Juan County, New Mexico.

The proposed project is within District 19, Bisti Range Unit 17, permitted to Lillie Peshlakai and
District 15, White Rock Range Unit 1, permitted to Curtis Padilla for grazing. I informed the
affected grazing permittees on the proposed request and they had no objection. I obtained the
affected land users consent along with the concurrence of the District 19 Land Board member,
Jerry Castiano and District 15 Land Board member, Irwin Jim.

Field clearance complete, land users consent, map and supporting documents are all attached for
your information and reference.

cc: Project file

POST OFFICE BOX 7440 - WINDOW ROCK, NAVAJO NATION, ARIZONA 86515 TELEPHONE: (928) 871-7000 FAX: (928) 871-4025



G A/Elehll@enbihgnatwya.mwwmﬁw

CONSENT 3
(Waiver of compensation for damages)

CONSENT TO USE
NAVAJO TRIBAL LANDS
TO WHOM 1T MAY CONCERN:

I, Lillie Peshlakai , hereby grant consent to the

Navajo Tribe and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to permit Jemez Mountain

Electric Cooperative, Post Office Box 128, Espanola, New Meﬁico 87532, to use
a portion of my land use area for the following purpose(s): Right of way to
construct and maintain a 14.4kV Single Phase Power Line to serve Navajo
families near the vicinity of Gleason Bridge/Bisti on Navajo Trust lands in
SW/4 of Section 20, T23N, R13W, and SW/4 of Section 28, T23N, R13wW, NMPM, San
Juan County, New Mexico (Project #412085), as shown on the map showing the

location of the proposed project on the back of this consent form.

I hereby waive any rights I may have to compensation for the diminish-
ment in value of my land use rights as a result of the above-referenced
project as proposed.

REMARKS:
el X .4y, 0 %74 - Brad RUY.17
Date Land Us&r Signatufe (or Thumbprint) Census No. Permit No.
WITNESS:
”;7 CZ;/ld/azw (f?lt;:EZi;e4h9 ’?¢é)/c?
ate Grazing Covﬁlttee or Land Board Member Distriét No.

Acknowledgement of Field Agent

.. T acknowledge that the contents of. this consent form was read// or fully - -~
explainec to the land user in Navajs or English// (check where applicable)

Stpde fo




CONSENT 3
(Waiver of compensation for damages)

ZONSENT TO USE
NAVAJO TRIEZAL LANDS

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

I, Curtis Padiiiz

. hereby grant consent to the

Navajo Tribe and the Burszu of Indian Affairs to permit Jemez Mountain
Electric Cooperative, Post ©Office 30x 128, Espanola, New Mexico 87532, to use
a portion of my land use arez for the Zcllowing purpose(s): Right of way to
construct and maintain a 214.4kV 3ingle Phase Power Line to serve Navajo
families near the vicinity of Gleason 3ridge/Bisti on Navajo Trust lands in
SW/4 of Section 20, T23N, R13W, =and 3W/4 oI Section 28, T23N, R13W, NMPM, San
Juan County, New Mexico i{Procject #412085), as shown on the map showing the

location of the proposed project on the back of this consent form.

I hereby waive any rights I may have to compensation for the diminish-
ment in wvalue of my land use vrights as a result of the above-referenced

project as proposed.

REMARKS:
Wl K db - Wkt RAL |
" Date Land User Signature (or Thumboprint) Census No. Permit No.
WITNESS:
/
Ay ; (s
Date Ung/ Committse or Land 3ocard Member District No.

Acknowledgement of Field Agent

_ I acknowledge that the comtents of this consent form- was -read// or- fully
explained/s to the land user in Navajos#= or English// (check where applicable)

and -

APy Z;:

e . .

i T /Ut‘//—f/ ./C/

Tteid Agenic Signature U
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Navajo Nation Right-of-Way Standard Terms and Conditions
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EXHIBIT “D”
NAVAJO NATION RIGHT-OF-WAY TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Jemez Mountain Electric Cooperative, Inc. (GRANTEE)
(Gleason Bridge at Huerfano and White Rock Chapters, New Mexico)

1. The Term of the right-of-way shall be for twenty (20) years, beginning on the date the right-of-
way (ROW) is granted by the Secretary of Interior.

l. Consideration for the right-of-way is assessed at $42,088.80. The Navajo Nation contributes this
amount to the project to provide electricity to Navajo homes in the vicinity of Huerfano and
White Rock Chapters, San Juan County, New Mexico.

3. a. The Grantee may develop, use and occupy the right-of-way for the purpose(s) of
constructing, operating and maintaining 14.4 KV electrical distribution power line. The Grantee
may not develop, use or occupy the right-of-way for any other purpose without the prior written
approval of the Navajo Nation and the Secretary of the Interior. The approval of the Navajo
Nation may be granted, granted upon conditions or withheld in the sole discretion of the Navajo
Nation. The grantee may not develop, use of occupy the right-of-way for any unlawful purpose.

b.  The use of the right-of-way to provide electricity to commercial customers will require the
written approval of the Navajo Nation and consideration to be paid.

4, In all activities conducted by the Grantee within the Navajo Nation, the Grantee shall abide by all
laws and regulations of the Navajo Nation and of the United States, now in force and effect or as
hereafter may come into force and effect, including but not limited to the following:

a. Title 25, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 169;

b.  All applicable federal and Navajo Nation antiquities laws and regulations, with the
following additional condition: In the event of a discovery all operations in the immediate
vicinity of the discovery must cease and the Navajo Nation Historic Preservation
Department must be notified immediately. As used herein, “discovery” means any
previously unidentified or incorrectly identified cultural resources, including but not limited
to archaeological deposits, human remains, or location reportedly associated with Native
American religious/traditional beliefs or practices;

c.  The Navajo Preference in Employment Act, 15 N.N.C. §§ 601 et seq., and the Navajo
Nation Business Opportunity Act, 5 N.N.C. §§ 201 et seq.; and

d.  The Navajo Nation Water Code, 22 N.N.C. § 1101 et seq.. Grantee shall apply for and
submit all applicable permits and information to the Navajo Nation Water Resources
Department, or its successor.

5. The Grantee shall ensure that the air quality of the Navajo Nation is not jeopardized due to
violation of applicable laws and regulations by its operations pursuant to the right-of-way.

6. The Grantee shall clear and keep clear the lands within the right-of-way to the extent compatible
with the purpose of the right-of-way, and shall dispose of all vegetation and other materials cut,
uprooted or otherwise accumulated during any surface disturbance activities.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

The Grantee shall reclaim all surface lands disturbed related to the right-of-way, as outlined in a
restoration and revegetation plan, which shall be approved by the Navajo Nation Environmental
Protection Agency (NNEPA) prior to any surface disturbance. The Grantee shall comply with all
provisions of such restoration and revegetation plan and shall notify the Director of the NNEPA
immediately upon completion of the surface disturbance activities so that a site inspection can be
made.

The Grantee shall at all times during the term of the right-of-way and at the Grantee’s sole cost
and expense, maintain the land subject to the right-of-way and all improvements located thereon
and make all necessary and reasonable repairs.

The Grantee shall obtain prior written permission to cross existing rights-of-way, if any, from the
appropriate parties.

The Grantee shall be responsible for and promptly pay all damages when they are sustained.

The Grantee shall indemnify and hold harmless the Navajo Nation and the Secretary of the
Interior and their respective authorized agents, employees, landusers and occupants, against any
liability for loss of life, personal injury and property damages arising from the development, use
or occupancy or use of right-of-way by the Grantee.

The Grantee shall not assign, convey, transfer or sublet, in any manner whatsoever, the right-of-
way or any interest therein, or in or to any of the improvements on the land subject to the right-of-
way, without the prior written consent of the Navajo Nation and the Secretary of the Interior.
Any such attempted assignment, conveyance or transfer without such prior written consent shall
be void and of no effect. The consent of the Navajo Nation may be granted, granted upon
conditions or withheld in the sole discretion of the Navajo Nation.

The Navajo Nation may terminate the right-of-way for violation of any of the terms and
conditions stated herein. In addition, the right-of-way shall be terminable in whole or part by the
Navajo Nation for any of the following causes:

a.  Failure to comply with any term or condition of the grant or of applicable laws or
regulations;

b. A non-use of the right-of-way for the purpose for which it is granted for a consecutive two
year period; and

c.  The use of the land subject to the right-of-way for any purpose inconsistent with the
purpose for which the right-of-way is granted.

d.  An abandonment of the right-of-way.

At the termination of this right-of-way, the Grantee shall peaceably and without legal process
deliver up the possession of the premises, in good condition, usual wear and tear excepted. Upon
the written request of the Navajo Nation, the Grantee shall provide the Navajo Nation, at the
Grantee’s sole cost and expense, with an environmental audit assessment of the premises at least
sixty (60) days prior to delivery of said premises.

Holding over by the Grantee after the termination of the right-of-way shall not constitute a

renewal or extension thereof or give the Grantee any rights hereunder or in or to the land subject
to the right-of-way or to any improvements located thereon.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24.

The Navajo Nation and the Secretary of the Interior shall have the right, at any reasonable time
during the term of the right-of-way, to enter upon the premises, or any part thereof, to inspect the
same and any improvements located thereon.

By acceptance of the grant of right-of-way, the Grantee consents to the full territorial legislative,
executive and judicial jurisdiction of the Navajo Nation, including but not limited to the
jurisdiction of the Navajo Nation, including but not limited to the jurisdiction to levy fines and to
enter judgments for compensatory and punitive damages and injunctive relief, in connection with
all activities conducted by the Grantee within the Navajo Nation or which have a proximate
(legal) effect on persons or property within the Navajo Nation.

By acceptance of the grant of right-of-way, the Grantee covenants and agrees never to contest or
challenge the legislative, executive or judicial jurisdiction of the Navajo Nation on the basis that
such jurisdiction is inconsistent with the status of the Navajo Nation as an Indian nation, or that
the Navajo Nation government is not a government of general jurisdiction, or that the Navajo
Nation government does not possess full police power (i.e., the power to legislate and regulate for
the general health and welfare) over all lands, persons and activities within its territorial
boundaries, or on any other basis not generally applicable to a similar challenge to the jurisdiction
of a state government. Nothing contained in this provision shall be construed to negate or impair
federal responsibilities with respect to the land subject to the right-of-way or to the Navajo
Nation.

Any action or proceeding brought by the Grantee against the Navajo Nation in connection with or
arising out of the terms and conditions of the right-of-way shall be brought only in the Courts of
the Navajo Nation, and no such action or proceeding shall be brought by the Grantee against the
Navajo Nation in any court of any state.

Nothing contained herein shall be interpreted as constituting a waiver, express or implied, of the
sovereign immunity of the Navajo Nation.

Except as prohibited by applicable federal law, the law of the Navajo Nation shall govern the
construction, performance and enforcement of the terms and conditions contained herein.

The terms and conditions contained herein shall extend to and be binding upon the successors,
heirs, assigns, executors, administrators, employees and agents, including all contractors and
subcontractors, of the Grantee, and the term “Grantee,” whenever used herein, shall be deemed to
include all such successors, heirs, assigns, executors, administrators, employees and agents.

There is expressly reserved to the Navajo Nation full territorial legislative, executive and judicial
jurisdiction over the right-of-way and all lands burdened by the right-of-way, including without
limitation over all persons, including the public, and all activities conducted or otherwise
occurring within the right-of-way; and the right-of-way and all lands burdened by the right-of-
way shall be and forever remain Navajo Indian Country for purposes of Navajo Nation
jurisdiction.

The Navajo Nation reserves the right to grant rights-of-way within the right-of-way referenced
herein for utilities, provided that such rights-of-ways do not unreasonably interfere with the
Grantee’s use of the right-of-way.

ZANRU\DNR\Land\Rights of Way\Terms and Conditions\2015-01-15
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1. Introduction

Jemez Mountains Electric Cooperative, inc. (JMEC) proposes to construct a 14.4 kV single-
phase distribution power line, anproximately 35 miies south of the town of Farmington in San
Juan County, NM (Proposed Action). The Proposed Action is located in the Tanner Lake and
Hunter Wash 7.5-Minute Quadrangies in Sections 20, 28,29, and 33 in T. 23 N., R. 13 W, San
Juan County, NM on Navajo Allotment and Tribal Trust Lands. The proposed power line is
15,863.54 feet in length and runs northwest from existing power pole #060507. From here it
forms a “Y”, continuing northwest to one residence and branching northeast to a group of
residences. All of the residences are located on Mavajo Indian Allotment (NIA) #539. The
layout of the power line and a topographic map of the location are attached as Appendix 1. This
Environmental Assessment (EA} wiil address the Proposed Action with regards to potential
impacts to the surrounding environment.

1.1 Purpose and Need

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to construct a 14.4 kV single-phase distribution
power line to serve residences on NTA #539.

1.2 Conformance with Appiicabie L.and Use Plans and Other
Environmental Assessments

This EA addresses the potentiai impacts imposed on surrounding resources by the Proposed
Action. Impacts are presented on a site-specific basis as required by the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEFA), as amended (NEPA 1969). The proposed project will
not be in conflict with any iocal county, or state plans. JMEC will file a right-of-way
(ROW) application with the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA).

1.3 Federal, State, or Locai Permiis. Licenses, or Other Consultation
Requirements

Compliance with Section 106, Responsibiiities of the National Historic Preservation Act,
are adhered to by following the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) — New Mexico State
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPQ) vrotocoi agreement, which is authorized by the
National Programmatic Agreement between the BLM, the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation, and the Nationai Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, and other
applicable BLM handbooks {NHPA 1966).

The Navajo Nation Department of Fish & ‘Wiidlife (NNDFW) Natural Heritage Program has
been consulted with respect to species of concern that are known to occur, or that have the
potential to occur, within the area ot the Proposed Action (Appendix 2). Species of concern
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listed by the NNDFW will be evaluated in Section 3 of this document and in the Wildlife
and Plant Survey Reports attached as Appendices 3 and 4, respectively.

Complete Archeological Service Associates performed a Class III Cultural Resources
Inventory of the Proposed Action area. A determination was made that no historic
properties will be affected by the project. A request for archeological clearance was also
submitted to the Navajo Nation Historic Preservation Department (NNHPD). The Cultural
Resources Compliance Form is attached as Appendix 5.

Additionally, IMEC is required to:
o Comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations.
e Obtain the necessary permits for construction of the power line.

2. Alternatives Including the Proposed Action

2.1 Alternative A - No Action

The BLM NEPA Handbook (H-1790-1) states that in EAs for externally initiated proposed
actions, the No Action Alternative generally means that the proposed activity will not take
place (USDI BLM 2008). This alternative would deny approval to construct the power line
and the current land and resource uses would continue to occur in the proposed project area.
No mitigation measures would be required.

The No Action Alternative is presented for baseline analysis of resource impacts.
2.2 Alternative B - Proposed Action

JMEC proposes to construct a 14.4 kV single-phase, overhead, raptor-safe power line from
an existing power pole to several residences located in Sections 20, 28, 29, and 33 in T. 23
N., R. 13 W, in San Juan County, NM on Navajo Allotment and Tribal Trust Lands. The
power line route is “Y” shaped, starting from existing power pole #060507 on NIA #800,
and runs northwest. It then crosses Tribal Trust Lands and US Highway 371. Here it
branches, continuing northwest to one residence and branches northeast to several other
residences. All residences are located on NIA #539, as indicated on the topographic and
centerline survey maps shown in Appendix 1. The proposed structures will include a
number of wooden poles, 40 feet in height, buried approximately five feet below grade with
guy anchors at each end, bearing change, and connection. All pole structures will include
one wooden pole.

All access along the power line route will be from existing roads, and cross-country within
the ROW only. The total length of the proposed ROW is 15,863.54 feet and the width is 20
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feet, for a total disturbed area of 7.494 acres (including guys and anchors).

Soil and

vegetation will be minimally disturbed at the location of poles and guys.
The estimated duration from start of construction is approximately one month.

Table 2.1: Land Ownership Summary

Land Ownership Location Power Line Power Line Total Area including
Length (feet) | Length (miles) guys (acres)
Navajo Indian NE % Section 1.504.10 0.30 0.767
Allotment #800 33, T23N. R13W
Navajo Indian NW % Section 1.307.26 0.25 0.600
Allotment #802 33, T23N. RI13W
Navajo Tribal Trust SW % Section 2.561.14 0.48 1.176
28, T23N, R13W
Public Land Order Sectiom 29. | 152915 0.86 2.109
2198 T23N, R13W |
Navajo Tribal Trust | SW !4 Secuon ,  2.183.28 0.60 1.522
20, T23N. R13W !
Navajo Indian NW Y% Section |  2.578.51 1.05 1.32
Allotment #539 20, T23N, R13W |
TOTAL n/a ! 15.863.54 3.00 7.494

Most of the route crosses gently rolling grassiand. Construction will entail driving a truck-
mounted auger cross-couniry o zhe iocation ot sach structure and digging a hole. Then a
truck-mounted crane will raise the voie. and the hole will be backfilled and tamped. The
electric wires will be strung on ihe poles with the assistance of a reel truck and a winch
truck. No temporary roadways or use areas wiii be required and no blading or blasting will
be performed as part of the project.

Construction will only be »erformed when the soil is dry enough to adequately support
construction equipment and vehicles. Whern the soil is too wet (ruts more than six inches
deep), construction will be vostponed until conditions improve. Maintenance will be
conducted as necessary.

2.3 Reclamation

Disturbed areas will be restored as cioseiy as possible to their original condition upon
completion of construction. Reciamation measures will include ripping compacted and
disturbed areas at least 12 inches deep with the contour, harrowing, applying a native seed
mix as prescribed by the BIA or Navajo MNation, and mulching. Noxious weeds would be
controlled in accordance with avaio Mation Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
requirements.
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2.4 Alternatives Considered But Not Analyzed In Detail

One alternative that was considered is the use of an alternative energy source. The use of
on-site diesel or gas engines to provide power to the current private residence is an
alternative to providing electricity via a power line. However, electricity is quieter, less
expensive, and requires less maintenance. In addition, any on-site engines would require
regular re-fueling, which would increase operating expenses due to fuel costs and man hours
for fueling and maintaining the engines.

Photovoltaic (PV) cells are costly and inconvenient for intensive or widespread use. PV cell
electricity typically costs 800% more than that from a power line. A typical battery can
store a maximum of 72 hours of electricity, and many would be needed to power the
electrical needs of these homes. The need for multiple batteries would be costly and
potentially unreliable during long stretches of inclement weather.

Wind generators are also expensive and can be impractical due to the necessity to place the
windmills on high points in the direct stream of wind. This project area may not have a
suitable location to support wind-generated energy.

These alternative energy sources are impractical for powering these private residences and
the proposed power line best meets the energy needs required at this time.

Another alternative considered was to bury the entire length of the line rather than use an
overhead span from the existing power pole to the residences. Burying the entire length by
trenching would disturb far more land and increase the amount of erosion and subsequent
possibility of noxious weeds becoming established than burying only power poles to support
an overhead line.

No other significant issues were identified for the present location of the Proposed Action
during the following activities:

e on-site inspections;

e Cultural Resources Inventory;

e Threatened, Endangered, and Special Status Species Surveys; and the

e review of NNDFW species of concern known to occur or with the potential to occur in
the 7.5-Minute Tanner Lake and Hunter Wash, NM Quadrangles.

Therefore, no further alternatives other than the No Action Alternative were considered.
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3. Description of Affected Environment

This section describes the environment :that wouid be affected by implementation of the
alternatives described in Sectiom 2. Aspects of the affected environment described in this section
focus on the relevant major resources or issues. Cnily aspects of the affected environment that
are potentially impacted are described.

3.1 Air Resources

The proposed project is located in San Juan County, NM on Navajo Nation Tribal Trust and
Allotments Lands. The US Environmentai Protection Agency (USEPA), Region IX, and the
Navajo Nation Environmentai Protection Agency Air Quality Control program are
responsible for administermg air quaiity reguiations on Navajo Allotment Lands in New
Mexico. The Navajo Nation Air Quaiity Control Program (NNAQCP) is responsible for the
implementation and enforcement of the Mavaio Air Pollution Prevention and Control Act
(NAPPCA) (Navajo Nation Touncil 2004). _n addition, the project area lies within the
USEPA’s designated Four Cormers Interstate Air Quality Control Region (USEPA 1971).

Air resources include air quaiity and climate. ~he USEPA has the primary responsibility for
regulating air quality, inciuaing seven nationaily regulated ambient air pollutants. Air
quality is determined by atmaspheric poilutarrs and chemistry, dispersion meteorology, and
terrain, and also includes 2ppiications of noise, smoke management, and visibility.
Greenhouse gas (GHG) enmssions, such as carpon dioxide (CO;), methane (CHy), nitrous
oxide (N,O), water vapor, and severai frace gases, can affect air quality (USEPA Apr.
2013).

Climate is the composite of generaily vrevatiing weather conditions of a particular region
throughout the year, averaged over a series ot vears. GHGs also affect climate. Through
complex interactions on a giobai scaie, JHEG smissions may cause a net warming effect of
the atmosphere, primarily ov cecreasing the amount of heat energy radiated by the earth
back into space. Although GIZC ieveis have varied for millennia (along with corresponding
variations in climatic conditions;. ‘naustriaiizarion and burning of fossil carbon sources have
caused GHG concentrations 0 increase measuraply, and may contribute to overall climatic
changes, typically referred o as giobai warming (USEPA Sep 2013). GHGs are not
regulated by the USEPA, however. ciimate is important to consider because it has the
potential to influence renewabie and non-renewable resource management.

Air Quality
The primary sources of air sollution are dust ffom blowing wind on disturbed or exposed
soil, and exhaust emissions rom motorized cauinment.
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Air quality in the area near the proposed project is generally good and is not located in an
area designated by the USEPA as a “non-attainment area” for any listed pollutants regulated
under the Clean Air Act (USEPA July 2013).

The USEPA’s Inventory of US Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks found that total U.S.
GHG emissions were over 6.7 billion metric tons and that total U.S. GHG emissions have
increased by 8.4% from 1990 to 2011. Emissions decreased from 2010 to 2011 by 1.6%
(108.0 million metric tons CO; Eq.). The decrease was due to a decrease in carbon intensity
of fuels consumed to generate electricity (due to a substitution of coal use by natural gas and
an increase in hydropower use), and relatively mild winter conditions. (USEPA Apr. 2013)

Since 1990, U.S. emissions have increased at an average annual rate of 0.4 percent (USEPA
Apr. 2013). It is likely, then, that levels of these GHGs will continue to increase. But, it is
hoped that the rate of increase will continue to slow as greater awareness of the potential
environmental and economic costs associated with increased levels of GHGs result in
behavioral and industrial adaptations.

Other factors that currently affect air quality in the area include dust from livestock and dust
from vehicular traffic on disturbed or unpaved surfaces.

Climate

The average global temperature has risen about 1.4°F (0.8°C) from 1880 to 2012. The
continued increase in GHG levels in Earth’s atmosphere assures a long-term rise in global
temperatures. On the current course of GHG increases, scientists expect each successive
decade to be warmer than the previous one. (Hansen 2013)

In 2007, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) predicted a warming of
about 0.2°C per decade for the next two decades, and then a further warming of about 0.1°C
per decade (IPCC 2007). The National Academy of Sciences (NAS) believes that the need
for urgent action to address climate change is now indisputable and it has called on the
G8+5 nations to seize all opportunities to coordinate their simultaneous work on the climate
and economic agendas (NAS 2009).

A report on climate change by the U.S. Government Accountability Office (USGAO) found
that, "federal land and water resources are vulnerable to a wide range of effects from climate
change, some of which are already occurring. These effects include, among others: 1)
physical effects such as droughts, floods, glacial melting, and sea level rise; 2) biological
effects, such as increases in insect and disease infestations, shifts in species distribution, and
changes in the timing of natural events; and 3) economic and social effects, such as adverse
impacts on tourism, infrastructure, fishing, and other resource uses” (USGAO 2007). It is
not, however, possible to predict with any certainty regional or site-specific effects on
climate relative to the Proposed Action and subsequent actions.
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3.1.1 No Action Altermartive
3.1.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Under the No Action Alternarive. the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to air resources would occur.

3.1.2 Praposed Action
3.1.2.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Air Quality

1. There will be a short-termr {approximately one month) increase in dust
during construction of the Provosed Action. This impact would subside as
disturbed areas are reciaimed.

2. There will 5e a minor, short-ierm increase (approximately one month) in
local combustive smissions Tom operating vehicles and earth moving
equipment.

3. There wiil 5e a minor long-ierm impact to air quality from motorized
vehicles performung periodic maintenance of the power line.

4. There will be minor and sporadic, long-term fugitive dust creation during
maintenance ot the power line.

Climate
No quantifiable impacts to the <limate are anticipated as a result of the
Proposed Action.

3.1.22  Mitigation

JMEC will anply water for dust control, if necessary.

Surface disturbance and vehicular traffic will be limited to the approved
locations to reguce compustive emissions and dust.

3. IMEC wiil compiy with the YJAPPCA, USEPA’s Clean Air Act, and all
applicable state and iocal reguiations.

N —

3.2 Cultural Resources

Complete Archeological Services Associates performed a Class III archaeological survey in
the project area. A determumation of “no historic properties affected” was made. The
Cultural Resources Compliance Form is attached as Appendix 5.
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3.2.1 No Action Alternative
3.2.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Under the No Action Alternative, the project would not be approved or

constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to cultural resources would
occur.

3.2.2 Proposed Action
3.2.2.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

The potential exists to impact undiscovered or improperly inventoried cultural
resources that may be discovered during construction of the Proposed Action.

3.2.2.2  Mitigation

Any cultural and/or paleontological resource (historic or prehistoric site or
object) discovered during the Proposed Action by JMEC, or any person
working on their behalf, will be immediately reported to the NNHPD at (928)
871-7148, and to any other necessary agencies. JMEC will suspend all
operations in the immediate area of such discovery until approval to proceed
is issued by the NNHPD. An evaluation of the discovery will be made by the
NNHPD archaeologist to determine appropriate action to prevent the loss of
significant cultural or scientific values.

3.3 Environmental Justice

Executive Order 12898 requires federal agencies to assess projects to ensure there are no
disproportionately high or adverse environmental, health, or safety effects on minority and
low-income populations (1994). Minorities comprise a high percentage of the population
residing in San Juan County (USDI BLM 2003).

3.3.1 No Action Alternative
3.3.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Under the No Action Alternative, the project would not be approved or

constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to environmental justice would
occur.
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3.3.2 Proposed Action
3.3.2.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

The purpose of the Provosed Action is to provide power to private residences
on Navajo Allotment Lands. Private residences located on Navajo Allotment
Lands are likeiy considered mmmority and could potentially represent low
income populations. 4 sositive girect effect will be access to electricity for
these residenis. The Proposed Action is not located on public lands and the
area is not used “or wood gathering or hunting. If there are any grazing
permits in the area. the permmtees will be contacted. Negative direct effects to
minority or low-income popuiations include a slight increase in activity and
noise disturbance during construction activities.

3.3.2.2  Mitigation
Regarding an increase in noise disturbance, see Section 3.8 Noise, below.
3.4 Floodplains

According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate
Map, the Proposed Action is just south of, but not in, the 100-year floodplain near De-na-zin
Wash (USDHS FEMA 2010). The landscape i the project area is mostly gently rolling
grassland. The southern end of the power line is situated on top of a mesa. Going
northward, the line drops off ot the northerm edge of the mesa through clay badlands cut by
several small and medium drainages. then continues through additional rolling grassland.

3.4.1 No Action Aitermative
3.4.1.1 Direct and Indirect Fffects

Under the No Action Alternative. the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to floodplains would occur.

3.4.2 Proposed Action
3.4.2.1 Direct and Indirect Lifects

The Proposed Action is not located in the 100-year floodplain. Therefore, no
impacts to floodpiains are anticipated.
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3.5 General Topography/Surface Geology

The Proposed Action area is located 35 miles south of Farmington, NM. Topography at the
southern end of the power line near the existing power pole is gently rolling grassland
situated on a mesa top crossed by occasional low, semi-stabilized sand dunes. At the
northern end of the power line, the project area drops off of the northern edge of the mesa
and goes through clay badlands cut by several small and medium drainages. It then
continues through additional rolling grassland. Elevation ranges from 5,802 to 6,085 feet.
There are no significant outcroppings or geologic formations in the area.

Table 2.1: Land Use Specifications Summary, above, outlines the project’s affected area.
3.5.1 No Action Alternative
3.5.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Under the No Action Alternative, the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to general topography and
surface geology would occur.

3.5.2 Proposed Action
3.5.2.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

1. A direct effect to the natural topography will result from accessing and
installing new power line poles and guy anchors.

2. The indirect effect of disturbance and loss to soil and seed banks will
result from installing the power line poles.

3.5.2.2 Mitigation

1. Surface disturbance and vehicular traffic will be limited to approved
locations to reduce the area of disturbance.

2. Disturbed areas will be reclaimed pursuant to Section 2.3. Reseeding will
help prevent soil loss and seed bank disturbance/loss. Successful
reclamation will take two to three years.

3. Use of BMPs listed in Section 2.2.

3.6 Invasive, Non-native Species
There are seventeen species listed on the BIA Navajo Noxious Weed List (USDI OSM

1999). One of these species, halogeton (Halogeton glomeratus), was observed in the project
area, in four concentrated areas. Halogeton is a Priority B species, indicating that it is a new
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noxious weed known to have invaded isolated locales on the reservation. Emphasis is
placed on immediate controi. prevenrion o7 seed spread, and eradication. Education,
awareness, identification, control. and monitoring are the priorities. The full Plant Survey
Report is attached as Appendix 4.

3.6.1 No Action Aifermative
3.6.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects
Under the No Action Alternative, the project would not be approved or

constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to invasive, non-native species
would occur.

3.6.2 Proposed Action
3.6.2.1 Direct and Indirect Tifects

Noxious weeds may become established in disturbed areas within the
Proposed Action area.

3.6.2.2  Mitigation

1. Any disturbed areas wiil be seeded with an approved seed mix.

2. JMEC wiil make svery efiort 10 ensure that noxious weeds do not spread
over disturbed areas. [T noxious weeds become established within the
Proposed Action area, JMEC will contact the Navajo Nation EPA
Pesticides Program for a list of approved herbicides and applicators.

3.7 Land Use

The Proposed Action is located on Navajo Allotment and Tribal Trust Lands. Current land
uses include the existing power line; paved, dirt, and two-track roads; nearby structures; and
grazing by horses. There are no tarmiands in the Proposed Action area.
3.7.1 No Action Aiternative
3.7.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Under the No Action Alternative, the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to current land uses would occur.
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3.7.2 Proposed Action
3.7.2.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

1. The Proposed Action will affect 7.494 acres of Navajo Allotment and
Tribal Trust Lands.

2. Short-term impacts will come from minimal land clearing for power line
pole, wire, and guy placement.

3.7.2.2  Mitigation

1. Reclamation of the Proposed Action as stated in Section 2.3 will replace,
and may even enhance, vegetative cover along the overhead span right-of-
way. Successful reclamation is expected to take two to three years.

2. If grazing permits are identified in the project area, the permittees will be
contacted to gain written permission for JMEC’s proposed use of the land
as part of this project.

3.8 Noise

Noise is not currently regulated or managed by the Navajo Nation. The Proposed Action is
in a rural location and is not in any BLM-designated Noise Sensitive Area. Aside from the
residences gaining power as part of this project, only a couple of residences are located near
the north and south ends of the power line. Low-level noises are emitted from traffic on
roadways. The most likely receptors of noise generated from the Proposed Action will be

those traveling to the area for work activities.
3.8.1 No Action Alternative

3.8.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Under the No Action Alternative, the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or indirect noise impacts would occur.

3.8.2 Proposed Action
3.8.2.1 Direct and Indirect Effects
1. Noise will be generated as part of construction activities associated with

the Proposed Action.

2. Occasional maintenance and/or monitoring vehicles will travel to and
within the project area during normal operations.
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3.8.2.2  Mitigation

1. Construction wiil be conducted during daylight hours and will be limited
to approved locations.

2. Vehicular traffic will be restricted to approved areas and will not exceed
what is necessary for the construction and maintenance of the Proposed
Action.

3. Noise associated with construction activities will cease after
approximately one month. Cnce construction is complete and operation
begins, noise wiil return to background level.

3.9 Public Health and Safety

The only residents in the project area are those that will be gaining power from the proposed
power line. Only a couple of residences are located near the north and south ends of the
power line. JMEC employees are the mast likely persons to be in the vicinity of the
Proposed Action.

3.9.1 No Action Aitermative
3.9.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Under the No Action Alternative, the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to public health and safety would
occur.

3.9.2 Proposed Action
3.9.2.1 Direct and Indirect £ffects

Risks to the public associated with the construction of a power line include
wildfire, increased traffic on public roads, fire and explosion, spills of
vehicular fluids or water, and potential air emissions exposure.

3.9.2.2 Mitigation

1. Only approved areas will be used during construction to minimize hazards
to workers and the general pubiic.

2. All applicable laws, regulations, and policies will be followed during
construction and maintenance activities, or while responding to any
emergency.

[UR)
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3. BMPs and appropriate Occupational Safety and Health Administration
standards and guidelines will be implemented to minimize negative effects
to public health and safety.

3.10 Soils

The Proposed Action crosses four different soil units: the Sheppard-Huerfano-Notal
complex, the Badland Unit, the Doak-Sheppard-Shiprock association, and the Huerfano-
Muff-Uffens complex. These are shown on Figure 1, below. (SoilWeb Earth 2013).

The Sheppard-Huerfano-Notal (SC) complex consists of soil types Sheppard loamy fine
sand, Huefano sandy clay loam, and Notal clay loam. The soils in this unit are susceptible
to moderate erosion due to water, and high to severe erosion due to wind, including the
hazard of severe soil blowing. (SoilWeb Earth 2013)

The Badland (BA) unit consists mainly of non-stony, barren, shale uplands that are
dissected by deep intermittent drainage ways and gullies. This association consists of
shallow Farb soils over shale with very slow permeability. The main limitation of this soil
type is the hazard of large amounts of water runoff after a normal rain, and flash flooding
during heaver rains. (SoilWeb Earth 2013)

The Doak-Sheppard-Shiprock (DS) association consists of 40% Doak loam, 30% Sheppard
loamy fine sand, and 20% Shiprock fine sandy loam. The remaining 10% consists of small
areas of Avalon and Mayqueen soils on mesas and plateaus; Monierco soils on knolls,
mesas, and plateaus; and Uffens soils on fans, valley bottoms, mesas, and plateaus. Doak
soil has moderately slow permeability with a moderate water erosion hazard and a moderate
soil blowing hazard. The Sheppard soil has rapid permeability with a slight hazard of water
erosion and a severe hazard of soil blowing. Shiprock soil permeability is moderately rapid

with a slight hazard of water erosion and a severe hazard of soil blowing. (SoilWeb Earth
2013)

The Huerfano-Muff-Uffens (HU) complex, gently sloping consist of 40% Huerfano soils,
30% Muff soils, and 20% Uffens soils. Huerfano soils are alluvium derived from sandstone
over residuum weathered from shale. Water erosion is high. Muff soils consist of alluvium
derived from shale and its water erosion is also high. Uffens soil is alluvium derived from
shale, and its water erosion is medium. (SoilWeb Earth 2013)

The underlying bedrock is in the Kirtland Fruitland Formation (NMBGMR 2003).
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Tigure 1.1: Soil Map Units
3.10.1 No Action Altermative
3.10.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Under the No Action Alternative. the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to soils would occur.

3.10.2 Proposed Action
3.10.2.1 Direct and Indirect Eifects
1. Soils will be structuraily reduced and mixed, exposed to the elements of
wind and water erosion, and compacted.

2. Due to wind and water, the soils will be subject to an undetermined
amount ot srosion untii vegetation is established.
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3.10.2.2 Mitigation

1. Successful reclamation of the Proposed Action outlined in Section 2.3 will
reduce long-term negative impacts to soils. Re-seeding will reduce
sediment loading by stabilizing the soil. Successful reclamation is
expected to take two to three years.

2. Use of BMPs as outlined in Section 2.2 will reduce impacts to soils.

3.11 Threatened, Endangered, and Special Status Species

On September 23, 2013, and on December 17, 2012, wildlife biologists conducted
pedestrian wildlife surveys of the project area to inspect for the potential presence of
threatened, endangered, or special status species.

No federally- or Navajo- listed threatened, endangered, or special status species were
observed during the wildlife surveys.

Although not observed during the surveys, the project area provides suitable habitat for the
pronghorn (Antilocapra americana), although they are considered very uncommon. The
project area also provides suitable foraging habitat for the golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos).
Ferruginous hawks (Buteo regalis) are known to nest in formations in northwestern NM.
While a nest was identified in 2004, it is not currently active, however, Ferruginous hawks
may nest in the area in the future. The kit fox (Vulpes macrotis) may also occasionally
occur in the project area. These are all Navajo Nation Endangered Species, and the golden
eagle and Ferruginous hawk are also protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA).
The full Threatened, Endangered, and Special Status Wildlife Species Reports are attached
as Appendix 3.

Seven special status bird species that are protected under the MBTA were observed during
the wildlife surveys. These include the American kestrel (Falco sparverius), common raven
(Corvus corax), horned lark (Eremophila alpestris), mourning dove (Zenaida macroura),
Say’s phoebe (Sayornis saya), Western meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta), and red-tailed
hawk (Buteo jamaicensis). Because there will be minimal ground disturbance in association
with the proposed power line construction, and given the sparsely vegetated nature of the
project area, no take of nesting birds is anticipated from the project if Section 3.11.2.2
Mitigation, below, is followed.

One species of concern to the Navajo Natural Heritage Program (NNHP) was observed in
the project area: San Juan Milkweed (4sclepias sanjuanensis). It was identified in four
concentrated areas. San Juan milkweed is in Group 4 on the Navajo Endangered Species
List, which means that NNHP doesn’t have sufficient information to support the species as
being endangered, but has reason to consider it (NNDFW NNHP 2008). No other species of
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concern to the NNHP or the United States Fish and Wildlife Service occur in the Proposed
Action area. The full Plant Survey Reporr is attached as Appendix 4.

3.11.1 No Action Altermartive
3.11.1.1 Direct 2nd Indireet Effects

Under the No Action Alternative, the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to threatened, endangered, or
special status species wouid occur.

3.11.2 Proposed Action

3.11.2.1 Direct and Indirect Kffects

1. The MBTA proteets migratory birds from a “take”. Take is defined as “to
pursue, hunr. shoot. wound. «iil, trap, capture, or collect, or any attempt to
carry out these activities”. 2 “take” does not include habitat destruction
or alteration. as iong as there is not a direct taking of birds, nests, eggs, or
parts thereof. Nesting migratory birds could be adversely impacted by a
potential take.

2. Overhead power iines nave a direct effect on raptors. Raptors and other
birds are «iiled every vear 5y zlectrocution from perching or nesting on
power lines.

3. A concentration of San juan milkweed identified as Area 2 lies between
the propaosed location of nower poles 11 and 12 and could be disturbed by
construction.

3.11.2.2 Mifigation

1. Construction shouid not take place during Ferruginous hawk nesting
season, which is March { — july 31. If construction activities must occur
during this period, surveys for nests must be conducted beforehand. This
will proteet nesting migratory birds from a potential take.

2. Power line construction wiil be raptor-safe and will follow the Navajo
Nation’s Raptor Ziectrocution Prevention Regulations (NNDFW NNHP
Sep. 2008).

3. The power line corridor shouid be fenced on both sides from pole 12
southeast “or 250 feet zhrougn the population of San Juan milkweed,
placing the fence from within the corridor.

4. A biologicai/botanicai monitor should be present during ground-disturbing
activities in the Tenced area near pole 12.
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3.12 Vegetation, Forestry

The dominant plants in the grassland are Indian ricegrass (Achnatherum hymenoides),
galleta (Pleuraphis jamesii), alkali sacaton (Sporobolus airoides), blue grama (Bouteloua
gracilis), and broom snakeweed (Gutierrezia sarothrae); with scattered Greene’s
rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus greenei) and four-wing saltbush (Atriplex canescens). The
dunal areas include sandhill muhly (Muhlenbergia pungens), Greene’s rabbitbrush, and sand
wild-buckwheat (Eriogonum leptocladon). The badland areas include matted saltbush
(Atriplex corrugata), shadscale (Atriplex confertifolia), and alkali sacaton. Russian thistle
(Salsola tragus) is present, and sometimes dominant, in all communities. There are no
forestry resources in the project area. A complete inventory of plant species can be found in
Appendix 4.

3.12.1 No Action Alternative
3.12.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Under the No Action Alternative, the project would not be approved or

constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to vegetation or forestry would
occur.

3.12.2 Proposed Action
3.12.2.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

The Proposed Action will affect 7.494 acres of Navajo Allotment and Tribal
Trust Lands.

3.12.2.2 Mitigation

Reclamation, as outlined in Section 2.3, will mitigate impacts to vegetation
from the construction of the Proposed Action. Reseeding will replace
vegetation removed or damaged during construction. Successful reclamation
is expected to take two to three years.

3.13 Visual Resources

Visual resources are not currently inventoried or managed by the Navajo Nation. However,
the BLM has developed a Visual Resource Management (VRM) classification system
designed to maintain or enhance visual qualities and describe different degrees of
modification to the landscape. There are four VRM classes (Classes 1 through IV), which
identify suggested degrees of allowed human modification to a landscape. Class I allows
the least modification and Class IV allows the most (USDI BLM 2003).
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The Proposed Action is in zn area that the 31LM designates as VRM Class III. Projects
constructed in Class III areas mmst partiaily retain the existing character of the landscape.
The level of change to the characteristic landscape should be moderate. Management
activities may attract attention. but shouid not dominate the view of the casual observer.
Any changes should repeat the basic eiements found in the predominant natural features of
the characteristic landscape. {USDI BLM 2003).

3.13.1 No Action Aitermative
3.13.1.1 Direct ana Indirect Effects

Under the No Action Alternative. the project would not be approved or
constructed ana no direct or indirect impacts to visual resources would occur.

3.13.2 Proposed Action

3.13.2.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

1. Short-term immacts to visual resources could come from dust, truck traffic,
and placement o7 heavy eguipment during construction.

2. The power Ime wiil ‘nterrupt the line of sight and introduce vertical
elements 0 tihe landscape.

3.13.2.2 Mitigarion

Short-term immacts o visual resources from construction will cease after
approximately one month.

3.14 Wastes, Hazardous and Solid

As a result of the construction of the Pronosed Action, solid waste materials will be
generated. These materials may inciude typical field waste such as charts and plats, excess
conductor wire, bent anchors. zncnor line spools, broken insulators, damaged bolts and
fittings, broken poles and cross arms. scrap umper, laths, stakes, flagging, nylon rope, lunch
trash, and cardboard. Generation of hazardous waste is not expected. If hazardous waste
were inadvertently generated. :he orover aurnorities would be consulted regarding the
disposal of such waste.
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3.14.1 No Action Alternative
3.14.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Under the No Action Alternative, the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or indirect impacts from wastes, hazardous or solid,
would occur.

3.14.2 Proposed Action
3.14.2.1 Direct and Indirect Effects
Trash and unwanted materials will be generated by construction.
3.14.2.2 Mitigation

All trash will be placed in a portable trash cage and hauled to an approved
landfill. There will be no burial or burning of trash. Human waste will be
disposed of in chemical toilets and hauled to an approved dump station off of
the reservation.

3.15 Water Resources

The project is located in a depression known as the San Juan Basin. The San Juan Basin
recharges near the Zuni Uplift in the Chuska Mountains and flows toward the Chaco and
San Juan Rivers to discharge (Robson 1995). The project area receives approximately 8.78
inches of annual precipitation (WRCC 2013).

The hydrologic setting of the immediate project area is characterized mostly by ephemeral
drainages filled with alluvium, which is the principle source of ground water recharge.
Surface flows are associated with small ephemeral drainages and occur from snow melt and
precipitation. The ephemeral drainages have beds that are categorized as sandy, silty, clayey
or gravelly.

The area drains via unnamed ephemeral washes north to De-na-zin Wash. De-na-zin Wash
flows southwest into the Chaco River. Ephemeral flows in these drainages are limited to
snow melt and rainfall

The groundwater zones present beneath the project area include the Mesa Verde Aquifer,
Dakota-Glen Canyon Aquifer System, and Coconino-De Chelly Aquifer. The Mesa Verde
Aquifer is the shallowest and the Coconino-De Chelly Aquifer is the deepest of the aquifers
underlying the project area. The Mesa Verde Aquifer is high in chloride concentrations.
The Dakota-Glen Canyon Aquifer System is highly mineralized and has a substantial
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amount of dissolved halite. most fikely Tom an unplugged or poorly plugged oil test hole
(Robson 1995). The Coconino-se Cheily Aguifer contains a lot of dissolved minerals,
more concentrated in some regions tham in others. It also contains dissolved halite, much
like that of Dakota-Glen Canyorn. but iess concentrated. (Allen 2011).

The plant survey report indicated no wetlands or riparian zones in the Proposed Action area
(Appendix 4).

3.15.1 No Action Aitermaftive
3.15.1.1 Direct and Indirect £ffects

Under the No Action Alternative. the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to water resources would occur.

3.15.2 Proposed Action
3.15.2.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

1. A direct effect is the increased sediment loading to the adjacent surface
drainages through runoif of disturbed soils.

2. Natural drainage vatterns may de slightly disrupted by construction of the
Proposed Action.

3. Although no hazardous substances as defined by the Comprehensive
Environmenrai Response, Compensation, and Liability Act will be used,
and no Resources Conservation and Recovery Act-defined hazardous
wastes wiil be genmerated during construction or operation, construction
equipmert couid experience a spill of on-board fluids and/or materials that
could potentiaily get into the surface or groundwater system.

3.15.2.2 Mitigation

1. BMPs in Section 2.2 wiil be mplemented to prevent erosion and off-site
migration ot soiis and other materials, and to reduce impacts to watershed
and hydroiogy.

2. Any spilled contaminants wiil be cleaned up as soon as possible to prevent
run-off of contammnants nto surface hydrology or infiltration into
groundwarer.

3. The Proposed Action wiil be reclaimed as outlined in Section 2.3. Re-
seeding wiii reduce sediment ioading by stabilizing the soil. Successful
reclamation is expectea to take two to three years.
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3.16 Wildlife

Wildlife occurring in the area is typical of open sagebrush flats of the Great Basin desert.
This includes passerines such as sage sparrows (Amphipsiza belli) as well as jackrabbits
(Lepus spp.), and sagebrush lizards (Sceloporus graciosus). A complete inventory of
observed species is included in Appendix 3.

3.16.1 No Action Alternative
3.16.1.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

Under the No Action Alternative, the project would not be approved or
constructed and no direct or indirect impacts to wildlife would occur.

3.16.2 Proposed Action
3.16.2.1 Direct and Indirect Effects

1. The wildlife that uses the site may die or be displaced during construction.
Removal of or damage to vegetation during construction of the Proposed
Action may reduce wildlife forage and cover in the area.

2. The new power line and associated structures may be attractive as a perch
sites for some avian species.

3.16.2.2 Mitigation

1. Reclamation of the Proposed Action, as outlined in Section 2.3, will
reduce the long-term impacts to wildlife that use the area. Reseeding
disturbed areas will replace vegetation removed during construction. In
some instances, there may be a benefit from successful reclamation due to
an increase in vegetative cover and wildlife forage.  Successful
reclamation is expected to take two to three years.

2. Vehicles will be restricted to existing roads and the proposed power line
route to reduce impacts to ground dwelling wildlife at the project site.

3. The power line will be constructed according to raptor-safe power pole

design standards for new power line construction within Raptor Sensitive
Areas (RSA) (NNDFW NNHP 2008).
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3.17 Cumulative Effects
3.17.1 No Action Altermative

Under the No Action Alternative, this sroject would not be approved or constructed
so this project would not contribute to the cumulative disturbance in the area.

3.17.2 Proposed Action

The Proposed Action wiil affect 7.494 acres on Navajo Allotment and Tribal Trust
Lands. Reasonably foreseeable future development may include additional power
lines and communications structures instailed in the vicinity of the Proposed Action

due to additional residences without eiectricity. These installations would add to the
cumulative disturbance in the area.

4. Consultation/Coordination

This section identifies the interdisciviinary feam that participated in the development of this
document.

Table 4.1: Interdiscipiinary Project Team

Member = Organization Onsite Date of
. ELRa T Inspection | Inspection
Liz Berdugo Consultant/ Author | Permuits “Mest, Inc. no n/a
Mike Deutsch Project Coordinator | Permmits *Vest, Inc. yes May 2012
Charles Black Wildlife Bioiogist | Permits West, Inc. yes 9/23/13
Geoff Carpenter | Wildlife Biclogist | Permits West, Inc. yes 12/17/12
Marian J. Rohman, | Botanists Permits West, Inc. yes 2/19/13,
Trudi Webster 6/17-18/13
Mary Errikson Archaeologist Commpiete Archeological | yes 5/10-14/13

- Services Associates, Inc.

L)
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5. Contact Information

Permits West, Inc. Sonya Binion

37 Verano Loop Jemez Mountains Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Santa Fe, NM 87508 #71 Hwy. 126

505-466-8120 Cuba, NM 87013

Fax: 505-466-9682 575-289-3241

Fax: 575-289-0103
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NAVAJO NATION
Department of Fish & Wildlife
Navajo Narural Herirage Program
P.O. Box 1480
Window Rock, AZ 86515

NNHP

! Nawsjo Notural Heritage Progrom

FiSH & WILBITFE

Phone: 928.871.6472 » Fax: 928.871.7603 = http://nuhp.nndfw.org

Ben Shelly. Presideat Rex Lee Jim, Vice-President
19 June 2012 File#12PERM-23
Brian Wood
Permits West, Inc.

37 Verano Loop

Santa Fe, NM 87308

NAVAJO ENDANGERED SPECIES LIST (NESL) INFORMATION FOR:

PROJECT: JEMEZ MOUNTAINS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE,INC. GLEASON BRIDGE POWER LINE
LOCATED IN LEGAL DESCRIPTION T23N, R13W, SECTIONS 20, 28, 29 & 33
UTM COORDINATES 747288E, 4011424N; 746894E, 4010984N; 7495518E, 4008026N
SAN JUAN COUNTY,NM

Mr. Wood:

The following information on species of concern' is provided in response to your 18 May 2012 request
concerning the subject project, which consists of Jemez Mountains Electric Cooperative, Inc., Gleason
Bridge power line project located in legal description T23N, RI3W, Sections 20, 28, 2% & 33, UTM
Coordinates 747288E, 4011424N; 746894E, 4010984N; 7495518E, 4008026N, San Juan County, NM.

Each 7.5-minurte quadrangle containing project boundaries is addressed separately below. For potentially
occurring species these species lists are quadrangle-specific rather than project-specific. Potential for
species has been derermined primarily on quadrangle-wide coarse habitat characteristics and species range
informatior. Your projecr biologist should determine habitat suitability at the project site(s).

A total of nine (09) species both known and/or potential are included in this response. They are:
1. Antilocapra americana (Pronghorn); NESL Group 3.

2. Agquila chrysaetos (Golden Eagle); NESL Group 3; MBTA.

3. Buteo regalis (Ferruginous Hawk); NESL Group 3; MBTA.

4. Charadrius montanus (Mountain Plover); NESL Group 4. ESA proposed Threatened. MBTA.

11Species of concern” include protected. candidate, and other rare or otherwise sensitive species, including certain
native species and species of economic or cultural significanee. For each species, the following tribal and federal statuses are
indicated: Navajo Endangered Species List (NESL), federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), Migratory Bird Treaty Act
(MBTA), and Eagle Protection Act (EPA). No legal protection is afforded species with enly ESA candidate or NESL group 4
status; please be aware of these species during surveys and inform the NFWD of observations. Documentation that these species
are more Rumerous of widespread than currently known, and addressing these species in project planning 2nd management is
important for conservation and may contribute 1o ensuring they will not be uplisted in the future. Species without ESA or NESL
legal protection (e.g.. NESL group 4 species) are only included in responses on a regular basis and may not be included in this
response. Please refer to the NESL for a list of group 4 species; contact me if you need a copy-
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Empidonax traillii extimus (Seurhwester Willaw Flycarcher); NESL Group 2. ESA Endangered; MBTA.
Mustela nigripes (Black-footer: Ferrer): NESL Groun 2: £SA Endangered.

Vulpes macrotis (Kit Fox); NESL Group 4.

Asclepias sanjuanensis (San Juan Miikweed): NEST Group 4.

Sclerocactus mesae-verdae (Mesa Verde Cactus): NESL Group 2; ESA Threatened.

© ™ N DL

HUNTER WASH, NM 7.5-MINUTE QUADRANGI F
Project Location:  Jemez Mounrains Electric Cooperarive, Inc., Gleason Bridge Power Line
Species of concern knavwn to cecnran or near the project site(s) include:
1. Buteo regalis

**All or parts of this proec currenuy 1 ireas protected by the Raptor Electrocution
Prevention Regulations: zonswr wvitn th —oologist or EA Reviewer for more information
and recommendations. Be surz vajo Nation's “Raptor Electrocution Prevention

Regulations™ available ar: norow: innp. navaronshanawildlife. org/does_reps. htm**

Species of concern with norenrial tooccuron the 7. 3-minute quadrangle(s) containing the project
boundaries include thefollowing:

Antilocapra americana.

Agquila chrysaetos

Charadrius montanus

Empidonax traillii eximms.

Mustela nigripes

Vaulpes macrotis

Asclepias sanjuanensis
Sclerocactus mesae-verdae

0NV Uk e

ARFA3: LOW SENSITIVITY WILTLIFE RESOURCES

TANNER LAKE, NM 7.5-MINUTEQUADRANGEE
Project Location:  Jemez Mountains Elecrric Cooperarive, Inc., Gleason Bridge Power Line
Species of concern knewmrta occur amor near the project site(s) include:
1. Buteoregalis

**All or parts of this srolest cumrenniy are <virimz areas protected by the Raptor Electrocution
Prevention Regulations: conswrwizh the WINTESV zoologist or EA Reviewer for moreinformation
and recommendations. cammne O avala Nation's “Raptor Electrocution Prevention
Regulations™ available 2z nezm nnammavaronsoanowildlife.org/docs_reps.hrm®*

Species of concern with porenriai rooccuran the 7. 5-minute quadrangle(s) containing the project
boundaries include the foflowing:

1. Antilocapra americana.

Agquila chrysaetos

Charadrius montanus

Empidonax traillii extimus

Mustela nigripes

Vulpes macrotis
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7. Asclepias sanjuanensis

ARFEA 3  TLOW SENSITIVITY WILDLIFE RESOURCES

Potential for the black-footed ferret should be evaluated if prairie-dog towns of sufficient size (per NFWD
guidelines) occur in the project area.

Potential for Puccinellia parishii should be evaluated if wetland conditions exists that contain white atkaline
crusts.

Biological surveys need to be conducted during the appropriate season to ensure they are complete and
accurate please refer to NN Species Accounts.” Further questions pertaining to surveys should be referred
to Species Account. Surveyors on the Navajo Nation must be permitted by the Director, NFWD. Contact
Jeff Cole at (928) 871-7068 for permitting procedures. Questions pertaining to surveys should be directed
to the NFWD Zoologist (Chad Smith) for animals at 871-7070 and Botanist (Andrea Hazelton) for plants
at (928)523-3221. Questionsregarding biological evaluations shonld be directed to Pamela Kyselka (Acting
Environmental Reviewer) at 871-7065.

Any settling or evaporation pits that could hold contaminants should be lined and covered. Covering pits,
with a net or other material, will deter watetfowl and other migratory bird use. Lining pits will protect
ground water quality.

Potential impacts to wetlands should also be evaluated. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service's National
Wetlands Inventory (NWTI) maps should be examined to determine whether areas classified as wetlands
are locared close enough to the project site(s) to be impacted. In cases where the maps are inconclusive (e.g,,
due to their small scale), field surveys must be completed. For field surveys, wetlands identification and
delineation methodology contained in the "Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual® (Technical
Report Y-87-1) should be used. When wetlands are present, potential impacts must be addressed in an
environmental assessment and the Army Corps of Engineers, Phoenix office, must be contacted. NWImaps
are available for examination at the NFWD's Natural Heritage Program (NHP) office, or may be purchased
through the U.S. Geological Survey (order forms are available throngh the NHP). The NHP has complete
coverage of the Navajo Nation, excluding Utah, ar 1:100,000 scale; and coverage at 1:24,000 scale in the
southwestern portion of the Navajo Nation.

The information in this report was identified by the NFWD's biologists and computerized database, and
is based on data available at the time of this response. If project planning takes more than two (02) years
from the date of this response, verification of the information provided herein is strongly recommended. It
should not be regarded as the final statement on the occurrence of any species, nor should it substitute for
on-site surveys. Also, because the NFWD's information is continually updated, any given information
response is only wholly appropriate for its respective request.

For alist of sensitive species on the Navajo Nation in addition tothe specieslisted on the Navajo Endangered
Species List (NESL) please refer to our website at www.nndfw.org.

An invoice for this information is attached.

“ Available free of charge on our website at http://nnhp.navajofishandwildlife.org/
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If you have any questions [ may ne reachec ar (928) 371-0472,

Natural Heritage Program
Department of Fish and Wildlite

! -
G1bfia M. Tom, Director
Department of Fish & Wildlife
Division of Natural Resources

xc: file/chrono

Appendix 2-4



THREATENED, ENDANGERED, AND SPECIAL STATUS
WILDLIFE SPECIES REPORT
FOR JEMEZ MOUNTAINS ELECTRICAL COOPERATIVE INC.’S PROPOSED
GLEASON BRIDGE POWER LINE PROJECT
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

1.0 Introduction

Threatened, endangered, and special status wildlife species surveys were conducted at the
proposed Gleason Bridge Power Line project. The project area is located along US Highway
371, approximately 1.2 miles east of Gleason Bridge, San Juan County, New Mexico. The
project area is located in Sections 20, 28, 29 and 33, T. 23 N., R. 13 W. The project is on Navajo
Nation Allotment and Tribal Trust Lands.

2.0 Methods

Prior to the survey, a data request to the Navajo Natural Heritage Program was made for Navajo
Nation endangered species known to occur, or with the potential to occur on the 7.5-minute
Hunter Wash and Tanner Lake Quadrangles. The request reply was issued on June 19, 2012.

On September 23, 2013, Wildlife Biologist Charles Black conducted pedestrian surveys of the
project area to inspect for the potential presence of threatened, endangered, or special status
species. Weather during surveys was clear and breezy with daytime highs near 65° F. The area
of survey consisted of the power line route and a 25-foot buffer on either side of the power line
route. Habitat and existing conditions were evaluated. A half-mile radius around the project
area was surveyed for raptor nests. An additional one-mile line-of-site survey was conducted
from the project area for raptor nests. The surveyor used 10 X 40 binoculars and a 15X-60X
spotting scope.

3.0 Description of Existing Habitat

The proposed power line is 15,863.54 feet in length and runs northwestward from an existing
power pole, crossing Highway 371 just east of the residences to be served. The total proposed
disturbance is 7.494 acres.

Topography in the project area is variable. The southern two-thirds of the line is in gently rolling
terrain that slopes gradually southward. At this point, the proposed power line down descends a
steep mesa side/cliff line, and drops approximately 120 feet. The route continues northward on
through gradual terrain, which slopes westward towards De-Na-Zin wash. Elevation along the
route ranges from 5760 feet to 6080 feet in elevation.

The mesa/cliff line traversed by the proposed power line is characterized by tall, steep shale
formations that form structures known as “hoodoos”. These structures provide suitable features
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for medium to large raptor nesting. Ferruginous hawks (Bufeo regalis) in particular, are known
to nest on these structures in northwestern New Mexico.

Vegetation throughout the project area is domimaied by arid grassland with small shrubs.
Grassland areas on top of the mesa_ south of the ciiff line show signs of moderate over grazing,
but are generally healthy. Grassiand areas north of the cliff line are heavily over-grazed, and
moderate erosion is present aiong the ailuvium. which drains northward off the mesa edge.
There are no perennial streams ot wetiands in the project area.

Wildlife occurring in the area :s iyoical of arid grasslands of the Great Basin desert. This
includes passerines such as homed larks {Eremopnila alpestris), brewer’s sparrows (Spizella
brewerii)), as well as jackrabbits (Lepus spp.), xangaroo rats (Dipodomys spp.) and whiptail
lizards (Cnemidophorus spp.).

4.0 Threatened, Endangered. and Sneciai Status Wildlife Species

According to the June 19, 2012 correspondence Tom the Navajo Natural Heritage Program, the
following species have the potenriai to occur on the land covered by the Hunter Wash and
Tanner Lake, 7.5-minute quadrangies.

Species Stataus | Habitat Habitat
Suitability in the
Project Area
. NESL Group 3 | Grassiands. Dbrushlands, bunch- | See discussion below
Pronghorn (Antilocapra : | - o £
Americana) | grass and sagebrush areas of open
, Dlains anq aeserts
Golden eagle (Aquila | NESL Group 3. | A wide variety of open habitats; | See discussion below
chrysaetos) MBTA, EFA ' typicaily nests in steep cliffs > 30
| m. in height
Ferruginous hawk | NESL Group 3. | Open grassiands and deserts; | See discussion below
(Buteo regalis) MBTA ! typicaily nests atop  rocky
| pinnacies. smail buttes, and cliffs
Mountain plover | NESL Group 4. | Open grassiands with a high | NP
(Charadrius montanus) | MBTA ! percemmage of oare ground in
. completely flat terrain
Southwestern ~ willow | NESL Group 2. | Cottonwood-willow habitats | NP
flycatcher (Empidonax | MBTA, ESA - | within peremmmal riparian areas
traillii extimus) E
Black-footed ferret | NESL Group 2. | Grassiand or shrubby habitats | NP
(Mustela nigripes) ESA-E where large. densely populated
prairie dog towns are present
Kit fox (Vulpes | NESL Group 4 | Lowland deserts and open habitats | See discussion below
macrotis)
Status
E Endangered T Threatened C Candidate SC Species of Concern NESL Navajo Endangered Species List
EPA (federal) Endangered Species Act MBTA Migratory Bird Treaty Act EPA Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act

Habitat Suitability in the Project Area

K Known, documented observation withimrproject area.

S Habitat suitable and species suspected to occur within the project area.

NS Habitat suitable but species is not suspecred to occur within the project area.

NP Habitat not present and species unlikely to occur within the projecr area.
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5.0 Results

No federally- or Navajo-listed threatened, endangered, or special status species were observed
during the 9/23/13 wildlife survey.

Pronghorn

The project area is suitable habitat for pronghorn antelope, although they are generally
considered to be very uncommon in the area (Mikesic, D. G., personal communication, March
2008). Pronghorns may occasionally pass through the project area. Given the relatively small
scale of the proposed disturbance, this species should not be adversely impacted by the proposed
project.

Golden eagle

The project area is suitable foraging habitat for golden eagles. Some potential eagle nest sites
are present along the mesa side/cliff line crossed by the proposed power line. These structures
are fairly small and not generally sturdy enough for eagle nesting. These areas were carefully
inspected during surveys, and no evidence of any raptor nesting was observed within a half-mile
radius of the proposed line. The mesa edge/cliff line gets taller and steeper as it goes eastward.
Given the relatively small scale of the proposed disturbance, this species should not be adversely
impacted by the proposed project.

Ferruginous hawk

Ferruginous hawks are known to nest in “hoodoo” formations in northwest New Mexico. Based
on information provided in the June 19, 2012 Navajo Natural Heritage Program request reply,
Charles Black consulted with Navajo Nation Zoologist, Chad Smith, on September 18, 2013.

During this consultation, it was revealed that a Ferruginous hawk was found in 2004 by former
Navajo Nation Zoologist David Mikesic approximately 550 meters east of the proposed Gleason
Bridge power line (September 18, 2013). Under guidelines provided in The Navajo Nation
Ferruginous Hawk Management Plan, no permanent structure can be constructed within a one-
kilometer buffer of an active Ferruginous hawk nest.

Because this was a historic nest, and not known to have been active since 2004, the area of this
nest was examined for recent activity to determine if it was active during the breeding season of

2013. The area was carefully searched and photographed on September 23, 2013. No evidence
of any recent activity was found.

On October 24, 2013, additional consultation with Navajo Nation Zoologist, Chad Smith,
occurred. At this time is was determined that the historic nest in question was no longer active,
and no longer required a hawk nesting buffer.

Ferruginous hawks may nest in the area in future years. As long as the proposed power line is

constructed outside of the hawk’s nesting season, and if raptor safe methods are used, this
species should not be adversely impacted by the proposed project.
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Kit fox

Kit foxes may occasionally occur in the project area. although no tracks, scat, or burrows were
observed in the project area. Given the relatively small scale of the proposed disturbance, this
species should not be adversely imnacted by the provosed project.

Migratory Birds

Migratory birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Birds protected under the
Act include all common songbirds. waterfowi, shorebirds, hawks, owls, eagles, ravens, crows,
native doves and pigeons, swiits. martms, swailows and others, including their body parts
(feathers, plumes etc.), nests, and eggs. The Act protects migratory birds from a “take”. Take is
defined as “to pursue, hunt, shoot. wound. Xiil. ‘rap. capture, or collect, or any attempt to carry
out these activities”. A “take” does not inciude habirat destruction or alteration, as long as there
is not a direct taking of birds, nests. eggs, or parts thereof.

Six bird species observed during the wiidlife surveys are protected under the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act (see the species list in Section 6.0 below). Because there will be minimal ground
disturbance in association with the nroposed power line construction, and given the sparsely
vegetated nature of the project area. no take of nesting birds is anticipated from the project.

6.0 Species Observed During the Survey

Avian species observed:

American kestrel (Falco sparverius}
Mourning dove (Zenaida macroura)
Homed lark (Eremophila alpesiris)

Say’s phoebe (Sayornis saya)

Common raven (Corvus corax)

Western meadowlark (Sturnella negiecra)

Mammalian species observed:

Desert cottontail (Sylvilagus audubonii)

Black-tailed jackrabbit (Lepus californicus)

Coyote (Canis latrans)

7.0 Recommendations

It is recommended that all proposed construction be conducted outside of the Ferruginous hawk
nesting season, March 1-July 31. 't is aiso recommended that raptor safe guidelines be followed
during project construction.

8.0 References

Mikesic, D. G. and J. R. Nystedt. 2001. Species sccounts for Buteo regalis.
Updated 15 February 2005. Mavajo Matural Heritage Program. Window Rock, AZ.
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THREATENED, ENDANGERED, AND SPECIAL STATUS
WILDLIFE SPECIES REPORT
FOR JEMEZ MOUNTAINS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC,
GLEASON BRIDGE POWER LINE PROJECT,
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

1.0 Introduction

Threatened, endangered, and special status wildlife species surveys were conducted at the
proposed JMEC Gleason Bridge Power Line (Sections 20, 28, 29, and 33, T. 23 N., R. 13
W.), San Juan County, NM. The project site is located on Navajo Allotment and Tribal
Trust Lands.

2.0 Methods

Prior to the survey, a data request was made to the Navajo Natural Heritage Program
(NNHP) for Navajo Nation endangered species known to occur, or with the potential to
occur, on the 7.5-Minute Hunter Wash and Tanner Lake, NM Quadrangles. The request
reply was received on June 19, 2013.

On December 17, 2012, Wildlife Biologist, Geoff Carpenter, conducted a pedestrian
survey of the project area to inspect for the potential presence of threatened, endangered,
or special status species. Weather during the survey was cold and breezy with high
temperatures in the mid 30°s F. The surveyed area consisted of the proposed power line
and a 50-foot buffer on either side of the proposed route. Habitat and existing conditions
were evaluated. A half-mile radius around the project area was surveyed for raptor nests.
An additional one-mile line-of-sight survey was conducted from the project area for
raptor nests. The surveyor used 8 X 50 binoculars.

3.0 Description of Existing Habitat

The project scope includes the proposed 15,863.54-foot IMEC Gleason Bridge Power
Line area. The power line will tie into existing power pole #060507 on Navajo Indian
Allotment (NIA) #800 at its southeastern terminus and will feed several residences on
NIA #539 at its northwestern end. The proposed power line is at approximately 5,850
feet in elevation.

Topography in the area consists of slight rolling hills, braided by drainages, with an
escarpment near the terminus of the line, near the boundary of Sections 20 and 29.

Vegetation throughout the project area is dominated by sparse grasses and forbs and
shows evidence of disturbance and degradation.

Wildlife occurring in the area is typical of open sagebrush flats of the Great Basin desert.

This includes passerines such as sage sparrows (dmphipsiza belli), as well as jackrabbits
(Lepus spp.), and sagebrush lizards (Sceloporus graciosus.).
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4.0 Threatened. Endangered. and Speciai Status Wildlife Species

The following table lists Navajo Nation Endangered Species that are known, or have the
potential, to occur in the Gleason Bridge area.

For the species listed below. the foilowing ribai and federal statuses are indicated: the
Navajo Endangered Species List (INESL}. the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act {MBTA), and the Eagie Protection Act (EPA).

Species Statas Habitat Habitat Suitability in
the Project Area
Golden eagle (dquila | NESL Group 3. | & wide variety of open See discussion below
chrysaetos) MBTA. ZFA | habitars: typically nests in
, steep cliffs > 30 m. high
Ferruginous hawk NESL Groun 3. ! Open grassiands and See discussion below
(Buteo regalis) MBTA . deserts: typicaily nests atop
! rocky pinmacies, small
[ buttes; and cliffs
Mountain plover NESL Groun 4. | Cperm grassiands with a high | NP
(Charadrius MBTA. ZSA-SC | percentage o1 bare ground in
montanus) flat terrain.
Southwestern willow NESL Groupn 2. | Cottonwood-willow habitats | NP
flycatcher (Empidonax | MBTA. ZSA-= within perermmal riparian
traillii extimus) areas
Pronghom NESL Group 3 Open grassiands See discussion below
(Antilocapra
americana)
Black-footed ferret NESL Group 2. | (rassiand or shrubby NP
(Mustela nigripes) ESA-E habitars witere large,
‘ densety populated prairie
' dog towns are present
Kit fox (Vulpes NESL Sroup 4 Oper. arid lowland habitats | See discussion below
macrotis)
Status

E Endangered T Threatened  C Candidate MESL Navajo Endangered Species List ~ SC Species of
Concern

Habitat Suitability in the Projeer Area

K Known, documented observation in project area.

S Habitat suitable and species suspected o oceur in the project area.

NS Habitat suitable but species is not suspected to occur in the project area.

NP Habitat not present and species uniikely 1o occur in the project area.

Section 5.0 gives information regarding the species that have the potential to occur in or
near the project area.

5.0 Results

No threatened, endangered. or special status wiidlife species were observed in or adjacent
to the project area during the Decemmer i 7. 2012 wildlife survey.
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Federal and State Sensitive Bat Species

No bats were observed during wildlife surveys at the proposed site. There is no open
water at or near the site. Given the relatively small scale of the proposed disturbance, no
bat species listed as state or federally sensitive should be adversely impacted by the
proposed project.

Golden eagle

The project area is suitable foraging habitat for golden eagles. No suitable eagle nest
structures are present in the vicinity of the project area. Eagles may occasionally pass
through the project area. Given the relatively small scale of the proposed disturbance,
this species should not be adversely impacted by the proposed project.

Ferruginous hawk

Ferruginous hawks are known to nest in “hoodoo” formations in badland formations and
on power lines in San Juan County. No suitable nest structures for this raptor are located
in the vicinity of the project area. All power lines within a one-mile radius of the site
were surveyed for breeding raptors. Survey results were negative. Ferruginous hawks
also are known to occur in migration and winter in the project area. = Hawks may
occasionally pass through the project area. Given the relatively small scale of the
proposed disturbance, this species should not be adversely impacted by the proposed
project.

Pronghorn

Some of the project area may be suitable foraging habitat for pronghorn. No fences in
the direct area would preclude pronghorn, but the habitat is incredibly disturbed.
Seasonal water sources may be available within a few miles of the project site. Given the
relatively small scale of the proposed disturbance, and the low likelihood of pronghorn
using or migrating through this area, this species should not be adversely impacted by the
proposed project.

Kit Fox

Kit foxes may occasionally occur in the project area. However, no tracks, scat, or
burrows were observed in the project area during pedestrian surveys. Given the relatively
small scale of the proposed disturbance area, this species will not be adversely affected
by the proposed project.

Migratory Birds

Migratory birds are protected under the MBTA. Birds protected under the Act include all
common songbirds, waterfowl, shorebirds, hawks, owls, eagles, ravens, crows, native
doves and pigeons, swifts, martins, swallows and others, including their body parts
(feathers, plumes etc.), nests, and eggs. The Act protects migratory birds from a “take”.
Take is defined as “to pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or any
attempt to carry out these activities”. A “take” does not include habitat destruction or
alteration, as long as there is not a direct taking of birds, nests, eggs, or parts thereof.
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Three bird species observed during the wiidlife surveys are protected under the MBTA
(see the species list in Section 6.0 below). f measures outlined in the Recommendations
section of this report are followed. there wiil be no take of migratory birds.

6.0 Species Observed Durimg the Survey

Avian species observed:

Horned lark (Eremophila alpestris)
Common raven(Corvus corax}
Red-Tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis)

Mammalian species observed (from tracks, scat and other sign):
Horse (Equus caballus)

Bovine (Bos taurus)

Domestic Dog (Canis familiaris)

Coyote (Canis latrans)

Kangaroo rat (Dipodomys spp.)

7.0 Recommendations

It is recommended that any removai of vegetation associated with the proposed action be
conducted outside of the breeding season of migratory birds (April 1-August 15).

It is recommended that construction and overation of the proposed power line be
conducted with minimal adverse imnact to wiidlife. Suggested mitigation includes:

1) Promptly cleaning up any spiiled contanminants.
2) Use of effective reciamation methods.
8.0 References
Detsoi, Sonja. ‘“Navajo Endangered Species List Information For: JMEC, Inc. Gleason
Bridge Power Line Located in Iegal Descriotion T23N, R13W, Sections 20, 28, 29

& 33 UTM Coordinates 747288E. 4011424N; 746894E, 4010984N; 7495518E,
4008026N San Juan Counry, MM”. "¥indow Rock, AZ. 19 June 2012.
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JEMEZ MTS. ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

PROPOSED GLEASON BRIDGE POWER LINE PROJECT

N/2 Section 33, SW/4 Section 28, E/2 and NW/4 Section 29,
and W/2 Section 20, T. 23 N, R. 13 W,

San Juan County, New Mexico

PLANT SURVEY REPORT

Prepared for Permits West, Inc., Santa Fe, New Mexico
By Marian J. Rohman  July 17, 2013

This report discusses the potential for disturbance to the plant species of concern identified by the
Navajo Natural Heritage Program (NNHP) as having the potential to occur on the Hunter Wash, NM
and Tanner Lake, NM, 7.5-minute quadrangles, which contain the boundaries of the project area
(Detso0i 2012). Mesa Verde cactus (Sclerocactus mesae-verdae) is listed for the Hunter Wash, NM,
quadrangle and San Juan milkkweed (A4sclepias sanjuanensis) is listed for both quadrangles.
Subsequent discussions with Andrea Hazelton, NNHP Botanist, determined that Mesa Verde cactus
is listed only for the Menefee Formation in the Hunter Wash, NM, quadrangle, which does not occur
in the project area (Hazelton 2013a). Wetland conditions also need to be evaluated for the potential
for Parish's alkali grass (Puccinellia parishii) (Detsoi 2012). Both San Juan milkweed and Parish’s
alkali grass are classified on the Navajo Endangered Species List (NESL) as Group 4, indicating that
the NNHP does not currently have sufficient information to support the species being listed as
endangered, but has reason to consider them (NNHP 2008). In addition, the potential for disturbance
to species listed by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for San Juan County, NM,
(NMESFO 2013) will be discussed.

San Juan milkweed is a prostrate to ascending herbaceous perennial, 4-8 cm tall. The leaves are 2-4
cm Jong, oblong to lanceolate with white tomentulose leaf margins. The inflorescence is a terminal
umbel with 4-15 brownish-purple flowers (Heil and Herring 1999b). It is found mostly in sandy or
sandy loam soils in pifion-juniper woodlands and Great Basin grassland communities occurring from
5000 — 6200 feet in elevation. On Navajo lands, it flowers from late April through early May (Roth
2001a). Personal observations have placed this species as high as 6420 feet. It is usually found in
very open vegetation, usually on or near sand dunes and in association with sandhill muhly
(Muhlenbergia pungens) and sand wild-buckwheat (Eriogonum leptocladon) (personal observation).

Parish’s alkali grass is a short-lived winter or spring annual whose annual growth habit is easily
distinguished from its perennial relatives. It grows in alkaline springs, seeps, and seasonally wet
areas, from elevations of 5000 to 7200 ft. The species requires continuously damp soils during its late
winter to spring growing period (McDonald 1999¢). On Navajo lands, it flowers from late April to
early June (Roth 2001b). Personal observations have placed this species as low as 4510 ft.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed project consists of the construction of a power line measuring 15,570.31 feet with a
short spur extending an additionai 293.23 feet near the end of the line, for a total of 15,863.54 feet.
The proposed lines will be within a 20-foot-wide corridor. The total land use for the proposed
project is 7.494 acres. It is located in the N/2 of Section 33, the SW/4 of Section 28, the E/2 and
NW/4 of Section 29, and the W/2 of Sectionn 20 n T. 23 N., R. 13 W. in San Juan County, NM, 35.5
to 37.5 miles south of Farmingtor. The provosed power line begins at an existing power pole in the
NE/4 of Section 33 on Navajo Nation Tribal Aflotment 800. It heads northwest and crosses into the
NW/4 of Section 33 in Allotment 802. it contimues northeast and north within Navajo Tribal Trust
land, and crosses Highway 371 to end ar residenices i the NW/4 of Section 20, in Allotment 539.

The landscape at the beginning of the project area is a gently rolling grassland situated on a mesa top
crossed by occasional, low, semi-stahilized sand dunes. Near the end of the line, the proposed power
line drops off the north edge of the mesa througn ciay badlands cut by several small and medium
drainages, then continues through additionai roiling grassland. The dominant plants in the grassland
are Indian ricegrass (Achnatherum hymenoides), galleta (Pleuraphis jamesii), alkali sacaton
(Sporobolus airoides), blue grama {Bouteioua gracilis), and broom snakeweed (Gutierrezia
sarothrae) with scattered Greene’s rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus greenei) and four-wing saltbush
(Atriplex canescens). The dunal areas inciude sandhiil muhly (Muhlenbergia pungens), Greene’s
rabbitbrush, and sand wild-buckwieat ( Zriogonum levtocladon). The badlands areas include matted
saltbush (4triplex corrugata), shadscaie(Atriplex confertifolia), and alkali sacaton. Russian-thistle
(Salsola tragus) is present, and sometimes dominant, in all communities.

The project area crosses alternating areas of the Doak-Sheppard-Shiprock association, rolling (DS)
and the Huerfano-Muff-Uffens comniex. gently siopmg {HU) soil units on the mesa top. These units
consist of alluvium derived from sandstone or shaie, possibly over residuum weathered from shale.
The soil texture ranges predomimantiy from fine sandy ioam and loamy fine sand to sandy clay loam
and clay loam. When the line droos over the nortin edge of the mesa it crosses into the Badland soil
unit. The escarpment consists of shaie bedrock, but the lower plain is overlain with sandy clay loam
(NRCS 2013). The underlying bearocik is the Kirtland Fruitland Formation NMBMGR 2003). The
elevation in the project area is approximareiy 5802 to 5085 feet. Disturbances in the project area
include the existing power line; paved. dirt, and two-track roads; nearby structures; and grazing by
horses.

METHCODOLOGY

The project area was initially surveyed on February 19, 2013, by botanist, Marian Rohman.
Subsequently, the proposed line was shifted to the west. On June 17 and 18, 2013, botanists Marian
Rohman and Trudi Webster surveyed the new iine and intensively surveyed areas of potential San
Juan milkweed habitat. The survey of the proposed power line was accomplished by walking a
zigzag transect along each side of the centeriine, covering the 20-foot width of the corridor and a
buffer zone of 200 feet on each side. 4 50-foot diameter area around each pole location, plus the
buffer zone, was also surveyed. The areas of potentiai San Juan milkweed habitat were surveyed by
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walking parallel transects at 15-foot intervals perpendicular to the proposed line through the corridor
and buffer. The emphasis of the corridor surveys was to inspect for the identified species of concern;
however, all plants were identified in order to provide a more complete description of the
environment. A complete list of the plants observed is included at the end of this report.

SURVEY RESULTS

Species of Interest to the NNHP and USFWS: This report discusses the potential for disturbance to
the plant species of concern identified by the NNHP as having the potential to occur on the Hunter
Wash, NM, and Tanner Lake, NM, 7.5-minute quadrangles, which contain the boundaries of the
project area (Detsoi 2012). Mesa Verde cactus (Sclerocactus mesae-verdae) is listed as having the
potential to occur in the Hunter Wash, NM, quadrangle and San Juan milkweed (4sclepias
sanjuanensis) is listed as having potential in both quadrangles (Detsoi 2012). Any wetland conditions
also need to be evaluated for the potential for Parish’s alkali grass (Detsoi 2012). There are seven
species of plants listed by the USFWS for San Juan County, NM, where the project occurs
(NMESFO 2013). An eighth species, Zuni fleabane (Erigeron rhizomatus), is listed by the USFWS
as a Species of Concern, but is not listed as being found in San Juan County. However, the New
Mexico Rare Plant Technical Council (INMRPTC), does list this species as occurring in San Juan
County (NMRPTC 1999). Details of status, habitat, and the potential to occur in the project area for
all of these species are listed in the following table.

SPECIES HABITAT POTENTIAL TO OCCUR
STATUS IN THE PROJECT AREA
Aliciella formosa Salt desert scrub communities in | NP: there is no Nacimiento
Beautiful gilia soils of the Nacimiento Formation. | Formation in the project area.
Elev. 5000-6400 ft. Blooms April
USFWS Species of and May (Heil and Herring 1999;
Concern Roth 2008).
NESL Group 4
Asclepias sanjuanensis Sandy loam soils in open pifion- | K: Populations of San Juan
San Juan milkweed juniper woodlands and Great Basin | milkweed are present in four
grassland communities.  Usually | areas.
NESL Group 4 found in very open vegetation on or
near sand dunes, often in association
with sandhill muhly and sand wild-
buckwheat. Elev. 5000-6420 fi.
Blooms from late April thru early
May (Heil and Herring 1999b; Roth
2001a; personal observation).
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Astragalus humillimus
Mancos milkvetch

USFWS Endangered
NESL Group 2

Cracks or eroded depressions on
sandstone rimrock ledges and mesa
tops n Point Lookout sandstone.
Elev. 5000-6000 fi. Zlooms late
Aprii "o =carty May ‘McDonald
1699a; Roth 2001a).

NP: there are no sandstone
rimrock ledges or mesa tops
and no Point Lookout
sandstone in the project area.

Erigeron bistiensis
Bisti fleabane

USFWS Species of
Concern

Ridge tops and siopes of white- to
tan-coiored sand derived from the
Ojo Alamo Sandstone Formation
and Nacimiento Formation in desert
shrub-grassiand. 3looms May to
June (NatureServe 2009). Elev.
6340 f. {Tonme 1998).

NP: there is no Ojo Alamo
Sandstone or Nacimiento
Formation in the project area.
The project area is well below
the known elevation of the
species.

Erigeron rhizomatus
Zuni fleabane

USFWS Threatened
NESL Group 2

Nearly barren detritai ciay hillsides
witht soiis derived from shales of the
Chinle or Baca Formations; most
often on north- or east-facing slopes
in open viffon-jumner woodlands.
Elev. 7300-8000 ft. Z2looms May
and June {McDonaid 1999b; Roth
2001b).

NP: there are no barren clay
hillsides and no Chinle or Baca
Formations in the project area.
The project area is well below
the elevation range of the
species.

Pediocactus knowltonii
Knowlton cactus

USFWS Endangered

On roiling, graveily hills n a pifion-
juniner-sagebrusi community. The
species 1s known only from the type
locality near the Los Pifios River.
Elev. 6200-6300 &. Zlooms April
and May {McDonaid and Ferguson
1990,

P

NP: there aré no rolling
gravelly hills or pifion-juniper-
sagebrush community in the
project area. The project area
is below the known elevation
range of the species.

Puccinellia parishii Alkaline sprmgs, seeps, and | NP: there are no alkaline,
Parish's alkali grass seasonaily wet areas that occur at | seasonally wet areas in the
the heads of drainages or on gentle | project area.
USFWS Species of siopes. Zlev. 35000-7200 ft. on
Concern Navajo lands. Blooms May to June
NESL Group 4 (McDonaid 1999¢; Roth2001c).
Sclerocactus cloverae ssp. | In desert scrub and scattered juniper | NP: there is no Nacimiento
brackii commumniries on sandy clay hills of | Formation in the project area.
Brack hardwall cactus the Nacimiernto Formartion at 5000-

USFWS Species of
Concern
NESL Group 4

6000 ft. The community is typically
dominated by shadscaie. Blooms in
May {Roth 2005: Ferguson 1998).
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Sclerocactus mesae-verdae | In sparsely vegetated clay-rich soils | NP: there are no soils from the

Mesa Verde cactus derived from the Fruitland and Fruitland and Mancos Shale
Mancos Shale Formations, Formations. The project area

USFWS Threatened frequently on the tops of hills or is well above the known
NESL Group 2 benches and along slopes. Soil elevation range of the species.

surfaces can have a cover of gravel
or cobbles ranging from 0% to
100%. Commonly associated with
mat saltbush and Gardner’s
saltbush. Elev. 4900 to 5500 ft.
Blooms late April to May.
(McDonald 1999d, Hazelton

2012).

Status  USFWS — United States Fish and Wildlife Service (NMESFO 2013)
Endangered - Any species which is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range.
Threatened - Any species which is likely to become an endangered species within the foreseeable future
throughout all or a significant portion of its range.
Species of Concern - Taxa for which further biological research and field study are needed to resolve their
conservation status OR are considered sensitive, rare, or declining on lists kept by Natural ~ Heritage
Programs, State wildlife agencies, Federal agencies, or professional/academic scientific societies.
NESL — Navajo Endangered Species List NNHP 2008)
Group 2 — Endangered: A species or subspecies whose prospects of survival or recruitment are in jeopardy.
Group 4 — a species or subspecies where there is not currently sufficient information to support its being listed as
endangered, but there is reason to consider it
Potential to Occur K — Known, documented observation within project area.

S — Habitat suitable and species suspected to occur within the project area.
NS — Habitat suitable but species is not suspected to occur within the project area.
NP — Habitat not present and species unlikely to occur within the project area

There are four areas of San Juan milkweed in the project area. All are on low, semi-stabilized sand
dunes on the mesa top.

Area 1 is located between Poles 10 and 11. Eleven plants were observed 99-210 feet
southwest of the centerline. The closest plants to the poles are 214 feet from Pole 10 and 155
feet from Pole 11.

Area 2 is located approximately 300 feet northwest of Area 1 between Poles 11 and 12. It
consists of 96 observed plants ranging from 210 feet southwest to 75 feet northeast of the
centerline. There are no plants in the corridor, though several are nearby. Additional plants
were observed outside of the buffer to the southwest. The closest plants to the poles are 174
feet from Pole 11, and 80 feet from Pole 12.

Area 3 is located approximately 540 feet northwest of Area 2, in the area of Pole 14. It
consists of ten plants that are 50-200 feet northeast of the centerline. The closest plants to
the pole are 130 feet.

Area 4 is located approximately 4,030 feet northwest of Area 3, near the edge ofthe mesa. It
is between Poles 26 and 27 and consists of four plants 2 — 15 feet southwest of the centerline.
Two of the plants are in the corridor. The closest plants to the poles are 78 feet from Pole
27, and 153 feet from Pole 26.
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Area 4 of San Juan Milkweed in the Project Area

Noxious weeds: The Bureau of Indian Affairs lists three species of noxious weeds as potential
invaders and fourteen species as new invaders on the Navajo Reservation (OSM 1999). One of these
species, halogeton (Halogeton glomeratus), was observed in the project area. Halogeton is a Priority
B species, indicating that it is a new noxious weed known to have invaded isolated locales on the
reservation. Emphasis is placed on immediate control, prevention of seed spread, and eradication.
Education, awareness, identification, control, and monitoring are the priorities. There are four
concentrations of this noxious weed: at N36.187424 W108.227390 near the beginning of the line; at
N36.205853 W108.248672 near the edge of the mesa; at N36.208712 W108.249681 at the base of
the mesa; and at N36.210018 W108.249961 below the mesa.

DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Four areas of San Juan milkweed were found in the project area. San Juan milkweed is in Group 4 on
the Navajo Endangered Species List, indicating that the NNHP does not currently have sufficient
information to support the species being listed as endangered, but has reason to consider it (NNHP
2008).

The proposed project consists of placing power poles and stringing line between them. The only
actual ground disturbance will be at the poles. The 20-foot-wide corridor will be used for travel and
pulling the lines.
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Area 1 is located between Poles 10 and 11. Fleven plants were observed 99 — 210 feet
southwest of the centerime. The ciosest that the plants occur to the poles is 214 feet from
Pole 10 and 155 feet from Poie 11. It is recommended that no action be taken. The plants
should be far enough away fronr the disturbance that no damage should occur to the
population.

Area 2 is located approximateiy 300 feet northwest of Area 1 between Poles 11 and 12. It
consists of 96 observed piams rangmg Tomr 210 feet southwest of the corridor to 75 feet
northeast of the centerline. There are no piants in the corridor, though several are nearby.
Additional plants were observed outside the buffer to the southwest. The closest that the
plants occur to the poies is 174 feex irom Zole 11 and 80 feet from Pole 12. It is
recommended that the corridor be fenced on both sides, from Pole 12 southeast for 250
feet through the popuiation. being sure that fence placement is done from within the
corridor. It is also recommended that a monifor should be present during any ground-
disturbing activities im this area. This wiil protect the plants on both sides of the corridor
from accidental disturbance. No piants wiil be lost.

Area 3 is located approximately 540 fest northwest of Area 2 in the area of Pole 14. It
consists of ten plants thar are 50 — 200 feet northeast of the centerline. The closest that a
plant occurs to the pole is 130 feer. it is recommended that no action be taken. The
plants should be far enough from: corridor tratfic and pole placement to avoid disturbance.
No plants will be lost.

Area 4 is located approximareiy 4.030 feet northwest of Area 3 near the edge of the mesa. It
is between Poles 26 and 27, and consists of four plants 2—15 feet southwest of the centerline.
Two of the plants are in the corridor. ~he ciosest that the plants occur to the poles is 78 feet
from Pole 27 and 153 feet from Poie 26. It is recommended that no action be taken. Two
plants may be lost.

To summarize, the only recommended actions are that fencing be placed on both sides of the corridor,
from Pole 12 to the southeast for 250 feet, and that a monitor be present during ground-disturbing
activities to protect San Juan miikweed in Area 2. Andrea Hazelton, Botanist with the NNHP, has
been consulted and agrees with these recommmendations (Hazelton 2013b).

No other plant species of concern ro the NNEP or the USFWS will be impacted by the proposed
project.

g TS
0 am [ Feriman

Signature of Author: Marian ;. Tohman s July 17, 2013

Appendix 4-8



REFERENCES

Allred, Kelly, 2007. A Working Index of New Mexico Vascular Plant Names. Range Science
Herbariim at New Mexico State University. Las Cruces, New Mexico.
http://web.nmsu.edu/~kallred/herbweb/Working %2 0Index-title. htm

Detsoi, Sonja. 2012. Navajo Endangered Species List (NESL) Information for: Jemez Mountains
Electric Cooperative Inc. Gleason Bridge Power Line. Located in Legal Description T23N, R13W,
Sections 20, 28, 29 & 33. UTM Coordinates 747288E, 4011424N; 746894E, 4010983N; 7495518E,
4008026N, San Juan County, NM. Wildlife Technician, Navajo Natural Heritage Program. Letter of
19 June to Brian Wood, Permits West, Inc., Santa Fe, NM.

Ferguson, David J. 1998. Last updated 2006. Taxon report for Sclerocactus cloverae var. brackii
(Brack hardwall cactus). in New Mexico Rare Plant Technical Council. 1999. New Mexico Rare
Plants. Albuquerque, NM: New Mexico Rare Plants Home Page. http:/nmrareplants.unm. edu (Latest
update: 30 March 2012).

Hazelton, Andrea F. 2012. Species account for Sclerocactus mesae-verdae. Navajo Natural
Heritage Program. nnhp.nndfw.org/Plants/scmeve.pdf

Hazelton, AndreaF. 2013a. Re: question concerning NESL letter for JIMEC Gleason Bridge project.
Email received February 20.

Hazelton, Andrea F. 2013b. Re: Consultation request: Jemez Mts. Electric Coop. Gleason Bridge
Power Line. Email received July 17.

Heil, Ken and Joey Herring. 1999a. Taxon report for Aliciella formosa (Beautiful gilia). in: New
Mexico Rare Plant Technical Council. 1999. New Mexico Rare Plants. Albuquerque, NM: New
Mexico Rare Plants Home Page. http://nmrareplants.unm.edu (Latest update: 30 March 2012).

Ivey, Robert DeWitt. 2008. Flowering Plants of New Mexico, fifth edition. R. D. & V. Ivey,
Publishers, Albuquerque, NM.

McDonald, Charlie. 1999a. Taxon report for Astragalus humillimus (Mancos milkvetch). in New
Mexico Rare Plant Technical Council. 1999. New Mexico Rare Plants. Albuquerque, NM: New
Mexico Rare Plants Home Page. http://nmrareplants.unm.edu (Latest update: 30 March 2012).

McDonald, Charlie. 1999b, updated 2006. Taxon report for Erigeron rhizomatus (Zuni fleabane). in
New Mexico Rare Plant Technical Council. 1999. New Mexico Rare Plants. Albuquerque, NM:
New Mexico Rare Plants Home Page. http://nmrareplants.unm.edu (Latest update: 30 March 2012).

McDonald, Charlie. 1999c. Taxon report for Puccinellia parishii (Parish's alkali grass). in New

Mexico Rare Plant Technical Council. 1999. New Mexico Rare Plants. Albuquerque, NM: New
Mexico Rare Plants Home Page. http://nmrareplants.unm.edu (Latest update: 30 March 2012).

Appendix 4-9



McDonald, Charlie. 1999d. Taxon revort 1or Scierocactus mesae-verdae (Mesa Verde cactus). in
New Mexico Rare Plant Techmicai Councii. 2999. New Mexico Rare Plants. Albuquerque, NM:
New Mexico Rare Plants Home Page. attp://nmrareviants.unm.edu (Latest update: 30 March 2012).

McDonald, Charlie and David J. Zerguson. 1999, lastundated 2008. Taxonreport for Pediocactus
knowltonii (Knowlton cactus). in New Mexico Rare Plant Technical Council. 1999. New Mexico
Rare Plants. Albuquerque, NM: New Mexico Rare Planis Home Page. http://nmrareplants.unm.edu
(Latest update: 30 March 2012).

Natural Resources Conservation Services. United States Department of Agriculture ( NRCS).-2013.
Web Soil Survey. http://websoiisurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/ WebSoilSurvey.aspx. Accessed July 10.

NatureServe. 2009. NatureServe Expiorer: An Oniine Encyclopedia of Life [web application].
Version 7.1. NatureServe, Arlington, ¥irgima. Avaiiable http://www.natureserve.org/explorer.
(Data last updated October 2012).

Navajo Natural Heritage Program. Navajo Nation Separtment of Fish and Wildlife (NNHP). 2008.
Navajo Endangered Species Zist.  Resources Committee Resolution No. RCS-41-08.
http://nmhp.nndfw.org/nnhp nesinaf

New Mexico Bureau of Geology ana Minerai Resources (NMBGMR). 2003. Geologic Map of New
Mexico. 1:500,000. New Mexico Bureau ot Geoiogy and Mineral Resources.

New Mexico Ecological Services Fieid Office (NMESFO). 2013. Listed and Sensitive Species in
San Juan County. US Fish and “Widlife Zervice, Southwest Region 2 website.
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/NewMexico/SBC _view.cfm?spenty=San%20Juan. Accessed July
10.

New Mexico Rare Plant Tecimicai Councii (NMRPTC). 1999, New Mexico Rare Plants.
Albuquerque, NM: New Mexico Rare Plants Home Page. http:/nmrareplants.unm.edu (Latest

update: 30 March 2012).

Office of Surface Mining, U.S. Department of the interior (OSM). 1999. A4 Guide to Noxious
Weeds of the Navajo Reservation. U.3. Devariment of the Interior.

Roth, Daniela. 200la. Species account or 4stragalus humillimus. Navajo Natural Heritage
Program. http://mmhp.navajofishandwiidlife.org/Plants/ashu.pdf. (revised 15 May 2008)

Roth, Daniela. 2001b. Species account for Erigeron riizomatus. Navajo Natural Heritage Program.
http://nnhp.navajofishandwildlife.org/Plants/errindt (revised 15 May 2008)

Roth, Daniela. 2001c. Species account for Puccineiiia parishii. Navajo Natural Heritage Program.
nnhp.nndfw.org (revised 15 May 2008)

Appendix 4-10



Roth, Daniela. 2005. Species account for Sclerocactus cloveriae ssp. brackii. Navajo Natural
Heritage Program. nnhp.nndfw.org. (revised 15 May 2008)

Tonne, Phil. 1998, updated 2007. Report for Erigeron bistiensis, in New Mexico Rare Plant
Technical Council. 1999. New Mexico Rare Plants. Albuquerque, NM: New Mexico Rare Plants
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PLANTS OF THE PROPOSED GLEASON BRIDGE POWER LINE PROJECT

Scientific and common names according to Allred, 2007
Identifications based on Ivey 2008 and Weber and Wittman 2012.

Shrubs
Artemisia bigelovii
Artemisia filifolia
Atriplex canescens
Atriplex confertifolia
Atriplex corrugata
Atriplex gardneri var. cuneata
Chrysothamnus greenei
Ephedra cutleri
Ephedra torreyana var. torreyana
Ericameria nauseosa var. unknown
Ericameria nauseosa var. bigelovii
Eriogonum leptocladon
Eriogonum leptophyllum
Gutierrezia sarothrae
Isocoma tenuisecta
Krascheninnikovia lanata
Lycium pallidum
Sarcobatus vermiculatus
Suaeda nigra
Yucca sp.

Cacti
Cylindropuntia whipplei
Opuntia polyacantha

Bigelow’s sagebrush
Sand sage

Four-wing saltbush
Shadscale

Matted saltbush
Valley saltbush
Greene’s rabbitbrush
Cutler’s ephedra
Torrey’s ephedra
Rubber rabbitbrush
Bigelow’s rabbitbrush
Sand wild-buckwheat
Slender-leaf wild-buckwheat
Broom snakeweed
Burroweed

Winterfat

Pale wolfberry
Greasewood

Shrubby seepweed
Narrow-leaf yucca

Whipple’s cholla
Starvation prickly-pear

Sclerocactus parviflorus ssp. intermedius Small-flower fish-hook cactus
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Grasses

Achnatherum hymenoides
Aristida purpurea var. longisera
Aristida purpurea var. purpurea
Bouteloua gracilis

Bromus tectorum

Elymus elymoides
Muhlenbergia pungens
Pleuraphis jamesii

Sporobolus airoides

Sporobolus contractus
Sporobolus cryptandrus

Forbs

Abronia fragrans

Aliciella haydenii
Ambrosia sp.
Androstephium brevifolium
Asclepias sanjuanensis
Astragalus sp.

Astragalus fucatus
Atriplex prob. saccaria
Chaetopappa ericoides
Chamaesyce fendleri
Chenopodium album
Chenopodium leptophyllum

"ndian ricegrass
Red thresawn
2urple threeawn
Blue grama
_heatgrass
Sottiebrush squirreltail
Zandhiil muhly
Galleta

~lkali sacaton
Spike aropseed
Sand dropseed

Eragrant sand-verbena
San Juan gilia
Ragweed

2ink fonmel-lily

San Juan milkweed
Milkvetch

“op1 miikvetch
Orache

Sand aster

“endler’s spurge
Lambs quarter
Narrowieaf goosefoot

Cryptantha crassisepala var. crassisepala Thick-sepal cat’s-eye

Dalea sp.

Descurainia pinnata
Dieteria canescens
Eriogonum divaricatum
Grindelia squarrosa
Halogeton glomeratus
Kochia scoparia
Lupinus pusillus
Lygodesmia grandifiora
Melilotus sp.

Mentzelia albicaulis
Mentzelia multiflora

Penstemon angustifolius var. caudatus

Phacelia crenulata
Plantago patagonica

Prairieciover
“Vestern tansy-mustard
Sand daisy
Divergemnt wild-buckwheat
Curty-cup gumweede
Halogeton
Mexican fire-weed
Rusty upine
2ush pink
Sweet-ciover
“Whitestem blazingstar
~donis blazingstar
MNarrow-ieaf beardtongue
Notchea scorpion-weed
“Wooly niantain

Platyschkuhria integrifolia var. cbiongifoiia 3asin-daisy

Pomaria jamesii

AT

Je2
=]

i

~ames’ 10g-potato
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Rumex hymenosepalus Canaigre

Salsola tragus Russian-thistle
Sphaeralcea parvifolia Small-leaf globemallow
Stanleya pinnata var. pinnata Prince’s-plume
Stephanomeria exigua Twiggy wire-lettuce
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CuLTURAL RESOURCES COMPLIANCE Form
THE NAVAJO NATION
HISTORIC PRESERVATION DEPARTMENT
PO BOX 4950
WINDOW ROCK, ARIZONA 86515

ROUTE COPIES TO: nnHep No. HPD-13-396 - REVISED
Bl casa OTHER PROJECT NO-: _CASA 13-23

PROJECT TITLE: Cuitural Resource Inventory, Jemez Mountains Electrical Cooperative, Inc.’s Gleason Bridge 1 Phase Powerline, White
Rock Chapter, San Juan County, New Mexico

LEAD AGENCY: BIA/NR

SPONSOR: Brian Woods, Permits West, 37 Verano Loop, Santa Fe, Né:

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The proposed-undertaking will involve the cdn
Rock Chapter community. 5,744.52-t of powerline will be on Tribal Trus
Land. A 150-ft wide ROW corridor was surveyed for the 20-ft wide ROW:
surface disturbance. The area of effect is 7.494-acres. Ground d!siurbcnce wn_
equipment.

4:ft of powerline to serve homes in White
Jlotted Land; 4,529.15-ft on PLO 2198
OW required for guy wire anchors, and
e,,_ln‘tens!ye;'dnfd' ‘extensive with the use of heavy

LAND STATUS: Navajo Tribal Trust, Allotment, PLO 2198
CHAPTER: White Rock
LOCATION: T.23N, R.13W - Sec.: 20, 28, 29 & 33; Tanner Lake & Hunfe

¢ adrcngles, San-Juan County, New Mexico NMPM

PROJECT ARCHAEOLOGIST: Mary Errickson
NAVAJO ANTIQUITIES-PERMIT NO.: B13251

DATE INSPECTED: 05/10/13 —~ 05/14/13
DATE OF REPORT: 05/17/13
TOTAL ACREAGE INSPECTED: 54.729 - ac.

METHOD OF INVESTIGATION: Class Ill pedestrian inventory with transects spaced 15 m apart.

LIST OF CULTURAL RESOURCES-FOUND: None
LIST OF ELIGIBLE PROPERTIES: None
LIST OF NON-ELIGIBLE PROPERTIES: None
LIST OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES: None

EFFECT/CONDITIONS OF COMPLIANCE: No.historic-properiiés affected.

In the event of a discovery ["discovery” means any previously unidentified or incorrectly idenfified cultural resources including but not
limited to archaeological deposits, human remains, or locations reportedly associated with Native American religious/traditional beliefs
or practices], all operations in the immediate vicinity of the dlscovery must cease, and the Navajo Nation Historic Preservation
Department must be notified ot (928} 871-7147. .

FORM PREPARED BY: Tamara Billie

FINALIZED: September 16, 2013 - Revised ’

Notification to

Proceed Recommended: Yes M No p, /'(I /13
Conditions: Yes No M vajo Nation { Date

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

\
*
Navaijo Region Approval: Yes > No M A 23/"
H

BlA-Regional Director Dc

e 920003
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NNDFW Review No. 12PERM-23

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES COMPLIANCE FORM
NAVAJO NATION DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
P.0. BOX 1480, WINDOW ROCK, ARIZONA 86515-1480

It is the Department’s opinion the project described below, with applicable conditions, is in compliance with Tribal
and Federal laws protecting biological resources including the Navajo Endangered Species and Environmental Policy
Codes, U.S. Endangered Species, Migratory Bird Treaty, Eagle Protection and National Environmental Policy Acts.
This form does not preclude or replace consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service if a Federally-listed
species is affected.
PROJECT NAME & NO.: Gleason Bridge Power Line Extension
DESCRIPTION: IMEC proposes to construct, operate, and maintain a 14.4kV single-phase power line 15,863.54 ft.
in length within a 20-ft. wide right-of-way. Total disturbance for the proposed project would be 7.494 acres.
LOCATION: 35 miles S of Farmington, Sections 20, 28, 29, & 33, T23N, R13W, San Juan County, New Mexico
REPRESENTATIVE: Kitty Wood, Permits West, Inc.
ACTION AGENCY: Jemez Mountains Electric Cooperative, Inc. (JMEC)
B.R. REPORT TITLE / DATE / PREPARER: Gleason Bridge Power Line, Appx. 3 & 4/27 NOV 2013/Permits West,
Inc.
SIGNIFICANT BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES FOUND: Area 3. The project is within an RSA. ASSA is present in 4
locations.
POTENTIAL IMPACTS

NESL SPECIES POTENTIALLY IMPACTED: [1] Buteo regalis (Ferruginous Hawk), G3, MBTA; [2]
Asclepias sanjuanensis (San Juan Milkweed), G4.

FEDERALLY-LISTED SPECIES AFFECTED: NA

OTHER SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS TO BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES: NA
AVOIDANCE / MITIGATION MEASURES: [1] The NN:DF W does not concur with the migratory bird breeding
season in Section 7.0, Appx. 3. The NNDFW recommends ;that power line construction avoids the migratory bird
breeding season of 01 MAR-15 AUG for both ground and b;.urrow-nesting birds. Before ROW approval, the NNDFW
recommends that Permits West amends the EA with a breeding season of 01 MAR-15 AUG.
CONDITIONS OF COMPLIANCE*: [1] The proposed péwer line is located within a Raptor Sensitive Area (RSA).
The power line shall be constructed with a raptor-safe power pole design per Raptor Electrocution Prevention
Regulations (REPR). All guy wires shall be marked with highly visual daytime markers to prevent collisions within the
RSA; [2] Power line construction activity shall avoid the Migratory Bird breeding season of 01 MAR -15 AUG or
surveys shall precede construction activity; [3] Mitigation measures in Section 3.11.2.2 shall be followed during

construction and maintenance of the power line.

FORM PREPARED BY / DATE: Pamela A. Kyselka/29 JAN 2014

C:old_pc2010\My Documents\NNHP\BRCF_2014\12PERM-23.doc

Page 1 of 2
NNDFW -B.R.C.F.: FORM REVISED 12 NOV 2009
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PRESIDENT
BEN SHELLY
VICE PRESIDENT
REX LEE JIM

NAVAJO FISH AND WILDLIFE P.O. BOX 1480 WINDOW ROCK, AZ 86515

29 January 2014 12PERM-23

Kitty Wood

Permits West, Inc.

37 Verano Loop

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87508

Dear Mrs. Wood,

The Navajo Nation Department of Fish and Wildlife (NNDFW) reviewed the Environmental
Assessment for Jemez Mountain Electric Cooperative, Inc’s proposed Gleason Bridge power
line project located approximately 35 miles south of Farmington, New Mexico. The purpose of
this letter is to inform you that we are granting the proposed project a Conditional Approval.
The project is approved with the following conditions:

[1] The proposed power line is located within a Raptor Sensitive Area (RSA). The power line
shall be constructed with a raptor-safe power pole design per Raptor Electrocution Prevention
Regulations (REPR). All guy wires shall be marked with highly visual daytime markers to
prevent collisions within the RSA.

[2] Power line construction activity shall avoid the Migratory Bird breeding season of 01 MAR -
15 AUG or surveys shall precede construction activity.

[3] Mitigation measures in Section 3.11.2.2 shall be followed during construction and
maintenance of the power line.

Please contact me at 928-871-7065 with any questions that you have concerning the review of
this project.

Sincerely,

W~

Pamela A. Kyselka, Wildlife Biologist
Navajo Natural Heritage Program
Department of Fish and Wildlife

CONCURRENCE

A l/ b oz/ 29/ 1y

Gloria Tom, Director Date
Department of Fish and Wildlife

xe: CONS-100-14
BIA
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Document No. 002927 Date Issued: 10/21/2014

EXECUTIVE OFFICIAL REVIEW

Title of Document: _JemezMtns.GleasonBridge powerline ext. Contact Name: DRAPER, HOWARD
Program/Division: DIVISION OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Email: howarddraper@frontiernet.net Phone Number: 928 871-6447
[ | Business Site Lease Sufficient Insufficient
1. Division: Date: ] L]
2. Office of the Controller: Date: ] ]
(only if Procurement Clearance is not issued within 30 days of the initiation of the E.O. review)
3. Office of the Attorney General: Date: ] ]

|:| Business and Industrial Development Financing, Veteran Loans, (i.e. Loan, Loan Guarantee and
Investment) or Delegation of Approving and/or Management Authority of Leasing transactions

1. Division: Date:

[] []

2. Office of the Attorney General: Date: D []
[ ] Fund Management Plan, Expenditure Plans, Carry Over Requests, Budget Modifications

1. Office of Management and Budget: Date: ] []

2. Office of the Controller: Date: ] []

3. Office of the Attorney General: Date: D |:|
[ ] Navajo Housing Authority Request for Release of Funds

1. NNEPA: Date: l:l I:l

2. Office of the Attorney General: Date: ] ]
[ ] Lease Purchase Agreements

1. Office of the Controller: Date: ] ]

(recommendation only)

2. Office of the Attorney General: Date: ] ]
[ ] Grant Applications

1. Office of Management and Budget: Date: ] ] ’

2. Office of the Controller: Date: ] ]

3. Office of the Attorney General: Date: ] ]

Five Management Plan of the Local Governance Act, Delegation of an Approving Authority from a Standing
[ ] Committee, Local Ordinances (Local Government Units), or Plans of Operatloﬁlmvrsmn Policies Requiring
Committee Approval

1. Division: Date: ] L]

2. Office of the Attorney General: Date: ] []
[ ] Relinquishment of Navajo Membership

1. Land Department: Date: |:| ]

2. Elections: Date: ] ]

3. Office of the Attorney General: Date: ] L]

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 164 and Executive Order Number 07-2013



[ ] Land Withdrawal or Relinquishment for Commercial Purposes

1. Division:

2. Office of the Attorney General:

[ ] Land Withdrawals for Non-Commercial Purposes, General Land Leases and Resource Leases

[]
]
1. NLD Date: ] []
2. F&W Date: ] []
3. HPD Date: [] []
4. Minerals Date: |:| |:|
5. NNEPA Date: [] []
6. DNR Date: ] []
7. DOJ Date: ] []
[ ] Rights of Way
1. NLD Date: ] []
2. F&W Date: ] L]
3. HPD Date: [] ]
4. Minerals Date: [] ]
5. NNEPA Date: [] []
6. Office of the Attorney General: Date: [] []
7. OPVP Date: ] []
[ ] oOil and Gas Prospecting Permits, Drilling and Exploration Permits, Mining Permit, Mining Lease
1. Minerals Date: ] L]
2. OPVP Date: ] L]
3. NLD Date: L] L]
[ ] Assignment of Mineral Lease
1. Minerals Date: ] L]
2. DNR Date: ] L]
3. DOJ ,\ Date: ] []

Sufficient Insufficient
Date:

L]

Date:

X ROW (where there has been no delegatjon 6f authority to the Navajo Land Department to grant the Nation's

consent to a ROW)

Date: O, /\/ u//‘/ &

1. N A []
2. FaWSee Liv-F ailzliy Date: 11[ 281 )| ]
3. HPD Date: / C/,/(/ l:l
4. “Nﬂ;;’;;jis Date: [2-(5-2¢0/5 X [
5. Date: J2-f3-28(Y []
6. DNR Kbt 0. (][ vate: f2]1b/10]4 ‘/1%/ ]
7. poJ —{&) 00 Date: i%%é % 5 ]
8. OPVP (I’////‘V////ﬂ/ Date: __ /| /@:‘/ ]
[] OTHER:
1. Date: [] ]
2. Date: [] []
3. Date: [] []
4. Date: [] []
5 Date: [] ]

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 164 and Executive Order Number 07-2013
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poc#_002927

DATE OF REQUEST 10/29/2014 DIV ISION Natural Resources (DNR)

CONTACT NAME: Howard P. Draper or Vera Shurley = DEPARTMENT: Navajo Land Dept (NLD)
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THE NAVAJO NATION

‘-
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P,
T

BEN SHELLY PRESIDENT
REX LEE JIM VICE PRESIDENT

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/ADMINISTRATION
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
PO BOX 339 WINDOW ROCK ARIZONA 86515 Office: 928/871-7188 Fax: 928/871-7996

Website: www.navajonationepa.org

MEM ORA ND UM

TO: Howatd Draper, Program & Project Specialist
Project Review Office
Navajo Land Department
Division of Natural Resources

FROM: W

Rita Whitehorse-Larsen, Seniot Environmental Specialist
Office of Executive Director/ Administration

Office of Environmental Review

NNEPA

DATE: December 3,2014
SUBJECT: 164 EOR 002927 Jemez Mountains Gleason Bridge Powerline Extension

The Jemez Mountain Electric Cooperative, Inc., PO Box 10, Cuba, New Mexico, 87013, submitted a
right-of-way (ROW) application to construct, operate and maintain the Gleason Bridge powerline
extension within Huerfano and White Rock Chapter vicinities, San Juan County, New Mexico. The
proposed ROW is 5,744.52 feet long, 20 feet wide, consisting of 2.698 actes, more or less, in SW/4
of Section 28, T23N, R13W, NMPM, San Juan County, New Mexico.

The Navajo Nation Environmental Protection Agency (NNEPA) reviewed! and recommends
conditional approval for the proposed action.

1. Navajo Nation Clean Water Act:
a. Section 401- A Section 401 certification is required if any drainage with discernable
ordinary high water mark will be crossed/disturbed as recommended by Patrick
Antonio, Principal Hydrologist, NNEPA Water Quality Program on previous
proposed projects.

1 Permits West, Inc. Environmental Assessment for Jemez Mountains Electric Cooperative Inc.. Gleason Bridge
Power Line Project. March 2014.

164 EOR 002927 Jemez Mountains Gleason Bridge powerline

Page 1 of3
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b. Section 402 — Land surface disturbance in excess of 1.0 acre will require compliance
with the federal General Construction Permit requirements for storm water
discharges. The project will disturb 2.698 acres of surface land imncluding guy
easements. Jemez Mountains Electric Cooperative, Inc. is subject to apply for
NPDES with both USEPA Region 06 and Region 09. Google stormwater
construction for Region 06. As for Region 09, you will find information at
http://www.epa.gov/region9 /water/npdes/permits.html. You can also contact
NNEPA Water Quality staff at 928/871-7690 for more information.

¢. Section 404 — Boring under the drainage will requite a Section 404 as recommended
by Patrick Antonio, Principal Hydrologist, NNEPA Water Quality Program.
Contact the US Army Corps of Engineers.

2. Navajo Nation Safe Drinking Water Act:

a. Ensure there are no existing drinking watetlines and/or domestic waste watetlines
located within the premises of the proposed site to avoid significant impacts to
Huerfano, White Rock and surrounding communities’ safe drinking water resources
before trenching and/or digging.

3. Navajo Nation Air Pollution Prevention and Control Act:

a. Apply water to control dust to lessen air impacts to community members and public

located in or near the proposed action.
4. Navajo Nation Pesticide Act:

a. Jemez Mountains Electric Cooperative, Inc. is required to monitor and prevent
invasive and noxious weeds either by manual or chemical control.

b. Before applying any chemicals, contact the NNEPA Pesticide Program at 928/871-
7815/7810/7892 to ensure the product is in compliance and approptately applied by
a certified and licensed applicator.

¢. Pesticide staff will also may need to be onsite to monitor duting pesticide/herbicide
application.

5. Navajo Nation Solid Waste Act:

a. Solid waste generated from the construction and operation activities will be collected
and transported by contractor to a designated trash bins to minimize significant
impacts to human and wildlife resources.

b. If a sub-contractor will be hired to transport waste, ensure the contractors are
certified and licensed with the N avajo Nation Business Regulatory Office.

¢. The contractor must submit a copy of the landfill receipt/ticket to guarantee the
construction waste has been properly disposed.

d. Do not allow public to take construction and opeation waste. Cumulatitively
NNEPA recetves complaints and reports on illegal trash dumpings on rural areas
and in the waters of the US and Navajo Nation.

e. Allillegal waste currently on the proposed site is the responsibility of the land user.

6. Navajo Nation Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and

Liability Act (NNCERCLA)
a. No Hazardous waste will be generated, stored and transported for the proposed
action.

7. Navajo Nation Storage Tank Act:
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a. Amended and approved by the Navajo Nation Council, CJA-09-12, February 2012,
the aboveground tanks are included to be regulated.
b. No underground or aboveground greater than 100 gallons is expected to be at the

proposed site.
8. Others:

a. Avoid unnecessary ground distutbance and removal of vegetation within and
adjacent to the ROW corridors.

If thete are any questions you may contact Rita Whitehorse-Larsen at 928/871-7188. Thank you.

Cc Sonya Binion, Jemez Mountains Electric Cooperative, Inc., PO Box 10, Cuba, New Mexico, 87013
NNEPA Water Quality; PWSSP; Air Quality, OPP; Pesticides; Radon; RCRP; Storage Tank
Program; Superfund; Administration chrono file
Contact Person: Susan Binion, Jeme Mountains Electric Cooperative Inc., 575-280- 3241
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THE :
NAVAJO THE DIVISION OF NATURAL RESOURCES

NATION Land, Water, Power, and Quality of Life
Ben Shelly Rex Lee Jim
President Vice-President

December 16, 2014

MEMORANDUM

TO: AIL CONCERNED
o lons B
FROM: _ A4
Shariene Jeff,
Division Drector

SUBJECT: Delegation of Authority

Be advised that Mr. Robert O. Allan, Principal Attorney, Division of Natural Resources, is
hereby given the authority to oversee activities of the Division of Natural Resources on
December ¥, 204, starting at 8:00 am. through 5:00 pm.

Mr. Allan is responsible for reviewing all documents and for directing and signing off on
routine duties except for those that may need my personal attention.

Your cooperation with Mr. Allan is appreciated.

ACKNOWLEDGED:

M. Mm Principal Attorney

Division of Natural Resources



MINERALS DEPARTMENT

Post Office Box 1910

Window Rock, Arizona 86515

Phone: (928) 871-6587 « Fax: (928) 871-7095

Ben Shelly

Rex Lee Jim
President

Vice-President

December 15, 2014

MEMORANDUM

TO : ALL CONCERNED

FROM M
Akhtar Zaman, Director

Minerals Department

SUBJECT : DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY

Mr. Steven L. Prince, Principal Petroleum Engineer, is hereby delegated to act in
the capacity of the Director of the Minerals Department beginning at 8:00 A.M. on
Monday, December 15, 2014 and ending at 5:00 P.M. on Friday, December 19, 2014.

Your cooperation with Mr. Prince will be appreciated.
ACRNOWLEDGMENT
Ssor S Pome

/ Steven L. Prince

Minerals Department

K JS/mej
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Honorable LoRenzo Bates
Speaker
23" Navajo Nation Council

Office of Legislative Counsel
Telephone: (928) 871-7166
Fax # (928) 871-7576

MEMORANDUM

TO: Honorable Jonathan Perry
Navajo Nation Council

1 '
FROM: %

Erika Friedlander, Staff Attorney
Office of Legislative Counsel

THRU: MM/I; %/W

Mariana Kahn, Senior Attorney
Office of Legislative Counsel

DATE: May 7, 2015

SUBJECT: AN ACTION RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT;
APPROVING THE GRANT OF RIGHT-OF-WAY TO JEMEZ MOUNTAIN
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. TO CONSTRUCT, OPERATE AND
MAINTAIN THE GLEASON BRIDGE 14.4kV ELECTRICAL
DISTRIBUTION POWERLINE EXTENSION PROJECT TO SERVICE
NAVAJO FAMILIES IN HUERFANO ON NAVAJO NATION TRUST
LANDS IN WHITE ROCK CHAPTER VICINITY (SAN JUAN COUNTY,
NEW MEXICO)

Pursuant to your request, attached is the above-referenced proposed resolution and
associated legislative summary sheet. Based on existing law and review of the documents
submitted, the resolution as drafted is legally sufficient. However, as with all legislation, it is
subject to review by the courts in the event of a challenge.

Please review the proposed resolution to ensure it is drafted to your satisfaction. If this
proposed resolution is acceptable to you, please sign it where it indicates “Prime Sponsor”, and
submit it to the Office of Legislative Services for the assignment of a tracking number and
referral to the Speaker.

If the proposed resolution is unacceptable to you, or if you have further questions, please
contact me at the Office of Legislative Counsel and advise me of changes you would like made
to the proposed resolution. You may contact me at (928) 871-7166. Thank you.

OLC No. 15-345-1

Office of Legislative Counsel / The Legislative Branch / Post Office Box 3390 / Window Rock, Arizona / 86515



OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER
NAVAJO NATION LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

HONORABLE LORENZO C. BATES
SPEAKER, 23%*° NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL

May 7, 2015

MEMORANDUM

TO : Honorable Members
Resources and Development Committee

FROM : @%@

Hon. LoRenzo C. Bates, Speaker
23" Navajo Nation Council

SUBJECT : ASSIGNMENT OF LEGISLATION

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C § 164 (A)(4), this memorandum serves to inform and advise you that I assign the
following legislation to the Resources and Development Committee;

Legislation No. 0166-15

RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT; APPROVING THE GRANT OF
RIGHT-OF-WAY TO JEMEZ MOUNTAIN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. TO
CONSTRUCT, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN THE GLEASON BRIDGE 14.4KV
ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTION POWERLINE EXTENSION PROJECT TO SERVICE
NAVAJO FAMILIES IN HUERFANO ON NAVAJO NATION TRUST LANDS IN
WHITE ROCK CHAPTER VICINITY (SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO).

As the Committee assigned to consider the legislation, Legislation No. 0166-15 must be placed on the
Resources and Development Committee’s agenda at the next regular meeting for final consideration.

ATTACHMENT:Legislation No. 0166-15

XC: Hon. Ben Shelly, President
The Navajo Nation
Harrison Tsosie, Attorney General
Robert Willie, Controller
Dominic Beyal, Executive Director, OMB
Honorable Jonathan Perry, Council Delegate (Prime Sponsor)

Post Office Box 3390 / Window Rock, Arizona 86515/ T: (928) 871-7160 F: (928) 871-7255



THE NAVAJO NATION
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW PUBLICATION

LEGISLATION NO: _0166-15 SPONSOR: Jonathan Perry

TITLE: An Action Relating To Resources and Development; Approving the Grant of
Right-of-Way to Jemez Mountain Electric Cooperative, Inc., to Construct, Operate and
Maintain the Gleason Bridge 14.4kV Single Phase Electrical Distribution Powerline
Extension Project To Service the Navajo Families in Huerfano on Navajo Nation Trust
Lands in White Rock Chapter Vicinity (San Juan County, New Mexico)

Date posted: May 8, 2015 at 10:49am

Digital comments may be e-mailed to comments@navajo-nsn.gov

Written comments may be mailed to:

Executive Director
Office of Legislative Services
P.O. Box 3390
Window Rock, AZ 86515
(928) 871-7590

Comments may be made in the form of chapter resolutions, letters, position
papers, etc. Please include your name, position title, address for written
comments; a valid e-mail address is required. Anonymous comments will not
be included in the Legislation packet.

Please note: This digital copy is being provided for the benefit of the Navajo Nation chapters
and public use. Any political use is prohibited. All written comments received become the
property of the Navajo Nation and will be forwarded to the assigned Navajo Nation Council
standing committee(s) and/or the Navajo Nation Council for review. Any tampering with public
records are punishable by Navajo Nation law pursuant to 17 N.N.C. §374 et. seq.



1% Report

THE NAVAJO NATION
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY

LEGISLATION NO.: 0166-15

SPONSOR: Honorable Jonathan Perry

TITLE: An Action Relating To Resources And Development; Approving The

Grant Of Right-Of-Way To Jemez Mountain Electric Cooperative, Inc., To

Construct, Operate And Maintain The Gleason Bridge 14.4kv Single Phase

Electrical Distribution Powerline Extension Project To Service The Navajo Families

In Huerfano On Navajo Nation Trust Lands In White Rock Chapter Vicinity (San

Juan County, New Mexico)

Posted: May 8. 2015 at 10:49 am

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: May 13, 2015

Digital Comments received:

Comments Supporting 1. Ramona Begay; Council
1 President, White Rock Chapter.
Comments Opposing None
Inclusive Comments None

[

A

Executive Director
Office of Legislative Services

51‘«&0@“» g’ 7¢ 12

Date/Time
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Legislation No. 0166-15 - comments Page 1 of 1

Legislation No. 0166-15

R Begay <begay413@yahoo.com>

Wed 5/13/2015 7:14 AM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Greetings,

I am respectfully requesting to the Resource Development Committee to approve the Legislation No. 0166-
15 which relates to the granting of the Right-of-way to Jemez Mountain Electric Cooperative, Inc. to
contruct, operate and maintain the "Gleason Bridge" 14.4kV Single Phase Electrical Distribution Powerline
Extension Project to service the Navajo families which includes Verna Peshlakai and her families on the
Navajo Nation Trust Lands in Huerfano Chapter vicinity (San Juan County, New Mexico).

Verna Peshlakai and her family are lifetime residence of the Navajo Nation and ate registered voters of
White Rock Chapter. She also has extended families residing surrounding her and her family's

home whom will receive the benefit for the electrical services from this main project. In approving

this project to go forth with the right-of-way and the construction, it will bring the families the much
needed services for their living environment which includes, not limited to, storing of medication, storing
of healthy perishable food, having much easier access for lighting and overall the standazd of living
condition for the families.

Your generous thoughts and considerations will be greatly appreciated.

Thank you,
Ramona Begay

<> I>I><>
Ramona Begay

Council President
White Rock Chapter

begav413@yvahoo.com
> OO >LO>OLCOLOLOIOLOL>
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