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August 24, 2017

The General Land Development Department
Attn: Ms. Elerina Yazzie, Program Manager
Project Review Office

PO Box 69

Saint Michaels, Arizona 86511

1: Submitting ROW Package for the V.  tehorse Chapter — Sandoval Camp Project, WO#52595
Dear Ms. Yazzie,

Continental Divide ctric Cooperative, Inc. is requesting right-of-way for the proposed 14.4/24.9 kv
distribution overhead Powerli  for the V itehorse Chapter — Sandoval Camp Poweline Project,
WO#52595. The power line Right-of-way packet consists of the followii  documents being submitted
for review by the Division of Natural Resources, Project Re w Office.
$500.00 Filing Fee, Check #135006
Right of way Application
Archaeological Report
Cultural Resources Compliance Form
Environmental Ri  ort
FONSI
Biological Resources compliance Form
Navajo Fish & Wildlife
. Field Clearance
10. Legals
11. Map (4)
This project traverses over and across avajo Trib. TrustLand. e distance on Navajo Tribal Trust
Lanc  2,349.10 feet in length, 20’ feet in width, and 1.06 acres.

LONOOD DS WNRE

Continental Divide Electric Cooperative Inc. requests that the Navajo Nation waive consideration,
bond, insurance or alternative form of security since only Navajos are being served off of this
Electrical Line.

you have any questions, please contact our office at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

Debbie Olivar
Engineering/ROW
Enclosures

A Touchstone Energy Cooperative
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CONSENT FORM -3
{Waiver of compensa! n for damages)

Consent to Use
Navajo Nation Lands

TOWHC IT MAY CONER

l, . 'a ril L. “rvadoved , hereby grant consent to the
Navajo Natic and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to Permit Continental Divide Electri
ooperative, Inc. PO Box 1087, 200 East High Stre _Grants New Mexico 87020 to use a portion
of my land use area for the following purpose(s): __Right-of-way easement for construction,
operation, & maintenance of 14.4 kv electrical distribut ) power li r the Sandoval Cam
ork order # Whitehorse Chapter

As shown on the map showing the location of the proposed project on the back of this consent
orm.

| hereby waive any rights ! may have to ¢« 1pe ;ation for the diminishment in value of
my land use right as result of the above-referenced project as proposed.

REMARKS:
%{ﬂ/[j__ néb/a / S
ate Land UsefAignature (or Thumbpi t) Census No. Permit No.
WITNESSES
\\
Date Grazing mittee or Land Board N nber District No.

Acknowledgement of Field Agent

I acknowledge that the contents of this consent 'm was read/ or fully explained to the land
user in Navajo or English (check were applicable).

Field Agent Signature
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Abstract

The following report . submitted to the Navajo Nation Historic Preservation Department’s
Cultural Resources Compliance Program for review as part of the Navajo Nation cultural resourccs
clearance process. : report details the results of the cultural resources inventory conducted in
con nction with project entitled “DCRM 2017-02: A Cultural Resource Inventory of the
Proposed Sandoval Camp Powerline Project in Whitehorse Lake Chapter, McKinley County, New
Mexico, for Continental Divide Electric Cooperative, Inc. (Work Order #52595)” The prc :ct was
con cted at the request of Mr. Steve Morales, GIS Analyst OW Agent. The project will involve
the installation of an electric powerline in Whitehorse Lake Chapter, McKinley County, New
Mexico. Construction will consist of heavy machinery and vehicle tr: ic within the right-of-way,
boring of holes for utility poles and anchor placement, backfilling, and stringing of utility as well
as fiber optic cables. The project area is cated on Navajo Tribal Trust Lands within the Eastern
Navajo Agency under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Indian ¢ ‘airs (BIA), Private ands, and
Navajo Allotment #16200. The project areca can be found on the Rincon Marquez, N. Mcx 1961
Photorevised 1989 and Mesita Del Gavilan, N. Mex. 1961 Photorevised 1989- 7.5’ serics USC
quadrangle maps. The prc ct area is in Townships 17N & 18N / Range 06 West Scctions 03, 10,
25, 33, 34, 35, and 36. The total number of acres surveyed in conjunction with this project is
approximately 56.28 (22.78 ha.). Four isolated occurrences (I0s) and twelve in-use sites (IUSs)
were identified during the survey. It is recommended that archae« H»gical clearance be granted for
the construction of the proposed undertaking provided that all stipulations stated in the report are
adherc to during all phases of construction.
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structures significant in Navajo Nation hi Hry, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and
¢t ure” on Navajo lands. The Register and its criteria for eligibility have yct to be established.

The Navajo Natio Policy for the Protection of Jishchaa’ covers all human remains, associated
funerary 1tems, and unassociated funerary items on land under Navajo Nation jurisdiction. It
cmphasizes non-disturbance as the required treatment of these items unless disturbance is
unavoidable. It sets for  procedures for intentional excavation and inadvertent discovery of these
items.

Table 5. Evaluation & Eligibility of Cultural Resources Identified during the CDEC Sandoval Camp Powerline
Project near White Horse Lake Chapter, McKinley County, New |  xico.

Cultural o Description Evaluation
Resource No.
[solated storical artifacts | NRHP [ Not Eligible N
Occurrences d lithic debitage 1. 50-year guideline met
#1-4 2. Lacks integrity
3. Does not meet criteria a-d |
ARPA Is Eligible? No
1. )0-year guideline met? Yes
. 2. Is of archaeological interest? No
| £ RFA Does not merit consideration
NAGPRA | Does not merit consideration B
In-Use Sites 1950s-present NRHP Not Eligil :; ivajo Nation policy precludes B
#1-12 nomination of in-use sites
ARPA Is Eligible?
1. 100-year guideline met? No
2. Is of archacological interest? No ]
AIRFA | Does not merit consideration ]
|  NAGPRA  Does not merit consideration o
Recommendations

Archacological clearance is recommended for the proposed CDEC Sandoval Camp Powerline with
the stipulation that any new discoveries found during construction be reported immediately to the
Navajo Nation Historic Preservation Department in Window Rock, Arizona, and that all
construction activities be restricted to the proposed right-of-way corridors and existing roads.
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SANDOVAL CAMP POWER LINE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Continental Divide Electric Cooperative, Inc. (CDECI) of Grants, New Mexico is proposing to
construct and operate a power line to serve Sandoval Camp in Whitehorse Lake Chapter, New
Mexico. The propose right of way application would require a National Environmental Policy Act
environmental assessment document to support the decision-making process. The proposed
power line would provide electrical service to 10 existing homes, and two livestock water wells.
CDECI would make application for the new power line extension with the Eastern Navajo Agency,
Bureau of Indian Affairs in Crownpoint, New Mexico.

1.0 THE PROPOSED PROJECT AND LOCATION

1.1 Description of the Proposed Action

The power line would be single phase 14.4 kilo volt line, 20 feet width. As shown in Table 1 below,
the propose power distribution line and taps would be located on Individual allotment land, Navajo
Nation tribal trust land and private land. Indian allotment land would total approximately 1,121.56
feet or 0.21 mile, and would encompass 0.51 total acreage. Navajo trust lands would total 2,349.
feet or 0.44 mile, 1.06 total acres. The BIA and the Navajo Nation would administer and manage

(including guy footage and acreage) 3,470.66 total feet, or 0.65 mile, at 1.57 total right of way acres.
S Table 1 below.

Table 1. Total Length, Miles & Acres of Rights of Way Required for the Proposed Sandoval Camp

Power line Proiact

Indian Allotment 1,121.56 20 0.21 0.51
NE/4 S10 T17N R6W

Navajo Tribal Trust 2,349.10 20 0.44 1.06
SW/4 S25 T18N R6W

Subtotals 3,470.66 20 0.65 1.57
Totals (including guy) 3,470.66 20 0.65 1.57
BIA/NN administered

Private: S3 T17N R6W 23,768.62 20 4.50 10.90
S33 34 35 36 TIBN

R6W

Total Project 27,239.28 20 5.15 12.47

In reference to Figure 1 Sandoval Camp Electrical Power Line, CDECI proposes to tap on to the
existing power line at CDECI Pole # 35114 as shown in near the bottom of the map. Line A would
serve the 10 families at Sandoval Camp directly, and two livestock water wells at taps A-1 & A-2 on

Sandoval Camp, New Mexico Power Line Project Environmental Assessment, WO# 52595 Page 3
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The proposed project (BOP) distribution powerline, labeled Line “A”, is located on an Individual
Indian Allotment 16200. which taps off an existing distribution line at Pole 35114. The proposed
distribution Line “A’ terminates (EOP) on Navajo Tribal Trust Lands at Sandoval Camp. The bulk of
the distribution powerline, including Taps “A-1” and “A-2", crosses Private land of the \F/ Lee
Ranch. The proposed project area is located in White Horse Lake Chapter, McKinley County, New
Mexico. Sandoval Camp is at an elevation of 6,684’ above mean sea level (amsl).

1.4 Project Authorization

This project was authorized by the Navajo Nation Code, Title 16 Land, Chapter 11 § 1101, land for
public community purposes. NNC authorizes the Navajo Nation to participate and manage land e
leases on the Navajo Indian Reservation projects in rural Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs is the lead Federal agency, as authorized by the Sny ' Act of
November 20, 1921, 25 USC Chapter 1 § 13, which establishes appropriation for BIA permitting and
leasing activity. The proposed right of way approval would allow CDECI to acquire the power ne
property long term, construct the 1.4 kv electrical power line, and provide electrical service to 10
families, and two livestock wells.

Shown at Appendix B, the White Horse Lake Chapter has passed a resolution approving the
proposed electrical power line.

1.5 Purpose of Environmental Assess1 ‘nt

The environmental asse: 1ent is an instrument required by federal law and regulations to
determine if potential impacts of a federal action are of such significant as to require the
preparation of an environmental impact statement. The proposed federal action is approval of a
electrical right of way. The approval of the right of way would allow the operator to withdraw a
tract of land, on which  further construct and operate a electrical utility infrastructure. This
document addresses potential impacts and mitigation for the approval of the right of way. The
proposed land use of Indian trust land is managed by the Navajo Nation, and administered by
Bureau of Indian Affairs.

2.0 ALTERNATIVES

2.1 Alternate Site Locations

Alternate alignments, of sufficient wi h and length at locations as convenient as the proposed
locations, are not available. Due to the size of grazing permitted areas needed to sustain livestock
herds, right of ways become impossible to acquire with respect to individual Indian allotments and
Navajo tribal trust lands. Open ar¢  in the community are used for family subsistence on livestock
and the traditional family way of life. On adjoining land, individual Indian allotment holders
generally try to retain their grazing allotments i1 ict, and not to become fragmented. Holistic
grazing areas, on trust and allotted land, are needed to sustain livestock herds. Other power line
alignments at the other locations would become difficult to acquire.

Sandoval tamp, New MeXico Power Line Project knvironmental Assessment, WU# 54595 rage 5
Continental Divide Electric Cooperative, Inc., Grants, New Mexico




An alternate site location, on trust ind or allotments, would be subject to the same assessments,
approvals and clearance process as the preferred alternative. Numerous archaeological
occurrences could render the other sites unfeasible for the proposed use. Potential grazing permit
holders may reverse their decisions and reject the alternate location. The approved chapter
proposed resource committee resolutions would become moot.

2.2 No Action Alternative

"the no action alternative is taken, the proposed long term right of way would not be approved.
The proposed electrical power line would not go as planned. Infrastructure for the resider  would
become moot. The propose power line alignments would not be elevated to a higher productive
state.

2.3 Approval of the Pre rted Alternative

The preferred alternative involves approval of the propose right of ways, which would allow for the
construction of the proposed electrical power line extensioi  The propose right of way locations,
generally on Indian trust land, adjacent to existing roads and pipelines would be the best
alterr ives. The propose power lines extensions are direct, designed at the shortest route, which
would have the least amount of environmental impact. A forum for public involvement in the
decision-making process for the project was provided. The Whitehorse Lake Chapter support
resolution is attached as Appendix B. The Resources and Development Committee of the Navajo
Nation Council would review and recommend approval of the project. The Eastern Navajo Agency,
BIA, would provide fin: approval.

3.0 AFFECTED RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS
3.1 Resources Not Considered in etail
3.1.1 Climate

Grants-Milan Municipal Airport is the nearest weather station to the project area. The proposed
power line project is located in a semi-arid climate. The project area experiences four distinct
climatic seasons and has an annual average maximum temperature of 67.2°F and average minimum
temperature of 32.1°F. Summer highs in July reach the 88.0 °F range with lows in the 54.2°F
average. Winter highs are usually in the 46.9°F range with lows at 15.2. Average annual
precipitation is 8.44 inches in the Grants area (WRCC 2017). Due to the small size and scattered
nature of the proposed project areas, climate would have no effect on the proposed scattered power
line project. No mitigation would be required.

3.1.2 Air Quality

Ambient air quality in the project area may be regarded as good. Primary pollutants in the project
area is wind-blown dust from loose topsoil common during times of high wind during the spring
and dust from vehicular traffic along unimproved roads in the vicinity. These pollutants will not be
generated in sufficient concentrations to produce measurable adverse effects to housing or damage
to vegetation. Power line construction activities will not have a significant effect on the ambient air
quality in the project area. No direct mitigation is required.
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3.1.3 Geology and Seismicity

The Sandoval Camp Power Line Project is located on the Cretaceous Menefee Formation of the Mesa
Verde Group. The geologic structure is stable in the Rincon Marquez region. Chaco Mesa is the
prominent land form north of the project area. Chaco Mesa is characterized as a north dipping
cuesta of Cretaceous shale and sedimentary rock, bisected by numerous tributaries that flow south
to Rincon Marquez Wash, and north to the Fejada Wash on the north side. The cuesta is covered with
P-] trees. There are no regional faults or fissures in the area (Wilkes, M. E. Compiler, 2005). The
proposed power line is located on a gradual slope, dipping generally 2 to 3 degrees to the
southwest to Rincon Marquez Wash. Based on the history of the area, geology and seismicity will
not be a factor in this development.

3.1.4 Fisheries
There are no fisheries or fishery habitat occurrences in the propose lease area. No mitigation is

required for any fishery adversity.

3.1.5 Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice

The proposed project is located in the White Horse Lake Chapter, Eastern Navajo Agency. From the
time the Navajo Reservation and Indian Allotment were established in the early 20% century,
Navajo social and political organization were based on the family, extended family, the clan, and
related clans, with informal local leaders or headmen. The chapter system, now a strong element is
social and politic. life, was introduced as a bureaucratic substitute for the headman sy. :m in the
late 1920’s. The chapter, district and agency system that has developed back then, operates
simultaneously as an instrument of the Navajo Nation government and the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(Iverson, P, 2002). 1e 2004 census of the White Horse Lake Chapter sets the population at 1,692
people (NN DCD/LSRI, 2004).

In general, local housing conditions are good to excellent. Employment and living stand ds of the
Diné People in the greater White Horse Lake area may be better than what may be considered
averaged. This is afforded =2cause of the availability of educational « portunities and wage work
available in Crownpoint and Torreon. Dwellings in the surrounc g arez ave been built by their
owners and have two to three bedrooms. Modular homes in the area are a popular source of
improved housing for those who can afford to purchase them.

While unemployment is high roughout the Checkerboard Area, rai 1g livestock has been a
sustainable economy in the past. Currently most residents in the White Horse Lake area are
ranchers and wage earners, working a various government and commercial jobs in nearby towns.
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Indian Health Service, and the Navajo Nation are the major employers in
the region. Federal, and state government services, schools and major retail outlets are available in
Cuba, New Mexico.

Road construction and maintenance are provided by the county, the BIA, and the Navajo Nation
DOT. Community Water Supply at Rincon Marquez is operated by Navajo Tribal Utility Authority
(NTUA). Continental Divide Electric Cooperative, Inc. (CDECI) provides electric. power.
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The retired elderly in the Checkerboard Area still carry on the ranching life style. Individual
allotments are relatively small and not large enough to sustain a viable operating ranch for the
entire family, however. The younger family members wish to be with their elders and have moved
back into the old homesteads; built their new houses on the ranch land, as the area provides a
better quality of life, in contrast to apartment living in nearby towns.

Environmental stice. The Sandoval Camp Power Line Project will be for the beneficial use of the
White Horse Lake Community. As indicated, the majority of the local population is of Native
American decent, representing 98% of the population. The mandate of impacted minorities and
low income populations applies equally among the population, as the proposal will benefit the
population as a whole. The local grazing lease holder and private rancher has agreed to the site
location, has relinquished part of his land use area for the right of way. White Horse Lake Chapter
has approved a supporting resolution, see Appendix B. In the future, the proposed power line will
be reviewed by the BIA for approval of the right of way.

3.1.6 Land Use and Zoning
At an elevation of 6,684 feet amsl, Sandoval Camp is located on Navajo Indian trust lands. The

village of Sandoval Camp, located on trust land, is use r home sites, and one Baptist Church. The
adjacent private land is used for rangeland and livestock production, thence the two livestock wells.

Chaco Mesa at 7,200 feet amsl dominates the northern landsc: e. Chaco Mesa is a north dipping
cuesta of sedimentary rock, bisected by numerous tributaries that flow south to Rincon Marquez
Wash on the south side, and tributaries that flow north to the Fejada Wash on the north side. Land
form in the project area, south of Chaco Mesa, is characterized as high plateau and mesas.

On allotted land south of the \F/ Lee Ranch, the home sites are built by the owners. The proposed
electrical taps will serve two existing livestock watering points on the \F/ Lee Ranch. There are no
comprehensive land use plans for the proposed project area.

The area surrounding Sandoval Camp, the 1d use is primarily rang .nd and livestock watering
points. Rangeland is the basic land use in the project area. For many years the land is used by the
local families for farming, home sites and domestic livestock grazing (sheep, cows and horses).
Earthen catchment basins are located throughout the project area. During the dry season livestock
water is hauled from a nearby windmill by truck to  restock range locations. A cattle guard, metal
gate, roadway fence and access roads have been built for access to the homes, ranches, windmills
and ranch property.

Indian Trust Resources. The power line right of way acreage will be withdrawn for the electrical
power line rights of way. There are no other b: kable assets, such as timber, fossil fuels, fossils, or
valuable minerals on the tracts, surface or subsurface.
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3.1.7 Prime Farmland

Dry farm land is not known in the Whitehorse Lake area. There are no irrigated fields. Agriculture
is not the family life style in the project area. Livestock production and rangeland is the primary
land use in the region.

3.1.8 Recreation
Whitehorse Lake Chapter residents will travel to nearby Cibola National Forest or Santa Fe National
Forest for an afternoon of picnicking and fishing.

Navajo Department of Fish and Wildlife designates the project area as a big game hunting unit.
NDF&W big game species include deer, elk, and pronghorn antelope.

Gathering - approximately every three to five years, vicinity pinyon trees in the Whitehorse Lake
area will yield a bumper crop of pinyon nuts. Native people will gather this crop for individual
consumption. The pinyon nuts would also be sold to local traders for cash.

Horseback riding is another recreational source, as horses and horse stables were observed.
“Chicken Pulls” or rodeos are also a traditional sport and form of outdoor recreation in the region.
Rodeo grounds are located at White Horse Lake.

Outdoor recreation would come in relation to the traditional livestock raising to the pe »le in the
vicinity of W1 :horse Lake. In contrast to their regular jobs, fence building, ranching, fa iing
activities would provide the ultimate form of out )or recreation to the local families. This type of
outdoor recreation (life style) would provide the relaxation, at the same time feeling of
accomplishment, and family member reinforcement.

3.1.9 Traffic

Motorized traffic using the existing roads will not be a factor during construction and operation of
the power line. The proposed power line is located in a predominantly rural setting. Tratfic will
not be a significant factor in this proposed action.

3.1.10 Noise

In acoustics, noise is defined as any undesired sound. The measurement of any sound stimulus is
commonly made with a meter and a frequency analyzer. Meter measurement results are given in
decibels (db). The normal ambient noise level in the vicinity of the proposed site fluctuates
between 1 « (soft whisper) and occasionally 10 db (strong winds). Construction activities will
generate noises which cannot be considered normal for the area. Noise levels in the 90 to 100 db
range may be generated by the operation of heavy construction equipment.

Construction hours of operation will be 8:00 am to 7:00 pm during the day light hours. Noise from
construction activities will not have a significant adverse effect on the local population and
environment.
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3.1.11 Floodplain

According to Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) National Flood Hazard Layer
(Official) maps, the village of Sandoval Camp is not located in a flood prone area, Panel 35031C1050
E. The Sandoval Camp area is excluded from any floodplain designation by the agency (FEMA,
2017). The proposed power line alignment, at 5.15 miles total length, however, would cross over
the tributaries of the Rincon Marquez Arroyo at three places, Panel 35031C1425E. The arroyo is
dry most of the year. The power line alignr 1ts would span the drainages of Rincon Marquez
Arroyo, which are designated as 1% Annual Chance of Flood Hazard (FEMA, 2017). The site
topography generally dip south at approximately 2-3 degrees, which allows for ample drainage.

Generally, the primary discharges of these drainages in the Navajo region occur during the spring
months, during the spring snow thaw, and during occasional intense summer thundershowers in
late summer. As a result, flow is erratic and fluctuates widely both seasonally and annually.
Torrential thunderstorms can produce flood-stage flows within minutes (Cooley, M. E., ]. W.
Harshbarger, . P. Akers, & W. F. Hardt, 1969).

3.1.12 Wetlands and Riparian Habitat

The proposed project and action area would not traverse any wetland or riparian habitat on or
adjacent to the proposed tract. There are no jurisdictional wetlands within the project area. The
Chaco Mesa, NM National Wetlands Map were reviewed. The map indicate locations in the project
area. These livestock impoundn ts are classified as Palustine (PUSAh), unconsolidated
shoreline, temporary flooded, and a dike/impoundment. PUSAh locations are located throughout
the project area. These water impoundments are livestock watering points. The project would
have no effect on the impoundments, as wetlands or riparian habitat occurrences do not exist on
the project site. Existing livestock watering impoundments in the vicinity do not exhil hydric
soils, nor hydrophilic vegetation, nor do they support a wetland hydrology (U.S. ACOE, 1987).
There are no wi' ands or riparian habitat occurrences on or near the proposed project area
alignments. No mitigation measures are recommended for wetland / riparian areas.

3.1.13 Hazardous, Toxic, and Radiological Waste
Other than roaming livestock, there are no previous industrial uses of the area. The propose power

line and adjoining property have never been used as a gas station, motor repair facility, commercial
printing facility, dry cleaner, photo developing laboratory, j1 < yard or landfill, or as a waste
treatment, storage, disposal, processing or recycling facility. The propose project does not contain
any damaged or discarded automotive or industrial batteries, :sticides, paints or other chemicals
(stored or used). No fill dirt has been brought onto the property that originated from a
contaminated site. There is no evidence of leaks and spills of hazardous substance or spills of
petroleum products on the properties.

No Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Subtitle C hazardous waste sites, nor RCRA
Subtitle D, non-hazardous solid waste sites occur on or near the project area. No Toxic Substance
Control Act (TSCA) waste sites occur on or near the existing site. Hence, there will be no residual
hazardous effects on the proposed right of way.
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3.2 Topography and Soils

Existing Conditions
Soils on the tracts are generally from sandstone and shales. The existing Pinyon-Juniper-Sagebrush
community is a positive indicator of deep sandy-loam soils. These soils are generally free of any
cher al adversity. Parent material exists at the C horizon. Parent soils of the C horizon contain
clays, shale and sandstone of the Cretaceous Formation (NNWMB, 2017).

Effects
The propose project construction work or other related activities would not have impact on the
surface topography or soils in the project area. No impacts to the surface and natural ground (soils)
in the vicinity of the propose project.

Mitigation
The new power lines would not have any impact to topogr: hy or soils. No mitigation is required
to the existing ground cover or topography.

3.3 Water Resources a1 Water Quality
Existing Condi ns

Chaco Mesa at 7,200 feet amsl dominates the northern lani  ape. Land form of the Chaco Mesa is
characterized as a high cuesta that dips north, with south protruding plateaus, bisected by
numerous tributaries that flow south to Rincon Marquez Wash on the south side, and tributaries
that flow north to the Fejada Wash on the north side. Sandoval Camp is situated south of Chaco Mesa
on relatively flat land. Outcrops of the Menefe  ormation are of shale 1d sedimentary (sandstone)
rock. Torrential thunderstorms can produce od-stage flows within minutes (Coc y, M. E, ]. W.
Harshbarger, |. P. Akers, & W. F. Hardt, 1969).

The Torreon/Ojo Encino Community Water System, operated by Navajo Tribal Utility Authority
(NTUA), provides Safe Drinking Water to residents of the surrounding communities of Rin 1

larquez, including Sandoval Camp. Sandoval Camp does not have a local water supply. A water
point is located approximat  five miles south of Sandoval Camp. Water storage tanks are located
at various locations at Tinian, Torreon Mission, and Ojo Encino tanks. The existing community
water pipelines are located ir 1e incon Marquez Community.

Effects
The propose project construction work or other related activities would not have impact on any
springs, wells or aquifer recharge areas. No impacts to the surface and natural ground water in the
vicinity of the propose project may be expected.

Mitigation
The new power lines would not have any impact to the existing community water system. No
mitigation is required to the existing community water system.
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3.4 Vegetation and Wildlife Biotic Communities - Desert Grassland
The project area is encompassed by the Desert Grassland Ecosystem in the high plateau country of
northwestern New Mexicc 3rown, D. E,, 1994).

Existing Conditions
The project area is located in the Great Basin Grassland Ecosystem of northwestern New Mexico. At
an average elevation of 6,680 feet amsl, perennial grasses of the grassland biome are represe ed
by the following species: Ring muhly Mulenburgia torreyi, Blue grama Bouteloua gracilis, Galleta
Hilaria jamesii, Indian ricegrass Oryzopsis hymenoides, Bottlebrush squirrel tail Sitanion hystrix,
Needle and thread Stipa comata, Red-three awn Aristida longiseta, and Sand dropseed Sporobolus
cryptandrus. Alkali sacaton Sporabolus airoides can be found in the swales and in the low areas
along arroyos and washes [urner, RM. & Brown, 1994).

Forbs, although widely scattered in the grassland community, are represented as Aster Aster,
Coneflower Ratibita, Indian paint brush Cast 2ja applegatei, Thistles cirsuimmus and Groundsel
Senecio. These forbs will present showy flowers during the spring and wet season.

Shrubs such as Four-wing saltbush Atriplex canescens, Sagebrush Atremisa spp., Winterfat
Ceratoides lanata, Cholla Opuntia spp., Soapweed yucca icca glauca, Rabbit brush Chrysothamus,
and Snake weed Gutierrezia would be scattered throughout the biome. Grazing and human activity
may alter the distribution of snakeweed, rabbit brush, an sagebrush.

Annual plants such as Cheatgrass Bromus tectorum, Russian thistle Salsolia kali, Tansy mustard
Descurainia obtusa, Sunflower Helianthur annus, and Kochia weed Bassia hyssopifolia occur on the
biome (De Witt 1., Robert, 2006).

A distinct fauna of the Great Basin Grassland include the Whitetail antelope ground squirrel
Ammospermophilus leucurus, Great Basin pocket mouse Perognathus parvus, Ord’s kangaroo rat
Dipodomys ordi. V' ite-tail prairie dogs Cynomys gunnisoni occur on the grasslands. Other
mammals include the coyote Canis latrans and black iled jackrabbit Lepus califoricus (Brown, D.
E., 1994).

Several birds are characteristic of the Great Basin Desert Grassland - Sage thrasher Oreoscoptes
montanus, Sage sparrow Amphispisa belli, and Horned lark Eremophila alpestris (Brown, D. E,,
1994).

Due to its long cold winters in the grassland reptiles are not as well represented. Common species
include the Sagebrush lizard Sceloporus gracious, and the Great Basin Spadefoot toad Scaphiopus
intermontanus, and collared lizard Crotaphytus collais. The Northern desert horned lizard
Phrynosoma platyrhinos, Northern whiptails Cnemidophorus tigris tigris, Great Basin gopher snake
Pituophis melanoleucus deserticola and Great Basin rattlesnake Crotalus viridis are a few of the other
common species (Brown, D. E.,, 1994).

Effects
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The proposed electrical power line construction would have minimum effect on the Desert
Grassland Ecosystem. Special conservation plant species are not present in the proposed project
area. Riparian and riverine ecosystems are not present in the project area.

Mitigation
The new power lines would not have any impact to the existing Desert Grassland plant community.
No mitigation is required to the existing plant community.

3.5 Endangered Species Act (ESA) /Navajo Endangered Species List (NESL) Species of
Concern

Existing Conditions
Denali Environmental Services conducted an onsite reconnaissance of the proposed power line

projects on January 27, 2017. Infrastructure development (houses, roads, and livestock water
wells) adjoin the proposed electrical right of way. Families living in the project area have acquired
home site leases. One individual Indian allotment is located at the BOP. Desert Grassland habitat
along the proposed right of way is present. During the field survey no ESA/USFWS listed species,
known or potential species, or critical habitats, were found in the project area. No extraordinary
environmental circumstances were noted during the reconnaissance.

In regard to the Navajo Endangered Species List (NESL), on May 9, 2017 Navajo Department of Fish
and Wildlife Biological Resource Land Clearance Policy and Procedures (RCP) was consulted with the
NHP Biologist. The Project Specific Review (PSR) found the northern art of the project area to be
in an “Area 3”. The “Area 3” Biological Resource Sensitivity designation is an area of low biolo; :al
resource sensitivity. However, the computer generated d-base also indicated Sandoval Camp to be
in a “Raptor Sensitive Area (RSA) in Sections 34, 35, & 36 Townships 18 North and Range 6 West."
Chaco Mesa to the north of Sandoval Camp would be the source of raptor nesting sites, notably the
Golden Eagle. The RSA generally encompasses Chaco Mesa. The Biological Resource Compliance
Form is enclosed at Appendix D.

Effects
The entire tract was inspected r possible ESA and NESL threatened and endangered species.
According to the BRCF the following ! SL species would potentially be impacted: 1) Burrowing
Owl Athene cunicularia, and 2) Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos.

Mitigation
In accordance with the NDF&W-NHP BRCF: the north portion of the CDECI distribution line from
EOP Sta. 176+20.64 Line “A” to EOP Sta. 88+35.45 Tap “A-2” is located in a Raptor Sensitive Area
(RSA). The proposed distribution line in Sections 34, 35, & 36 Township 18 North and Range 6
West sh:  be constructed with a raptor-safe power pole design per Raptor Electrocution
Prevention Regulations (REl ). All guy wires shall be marked with highly visual daytime markers
to prevent collisions with the RSA.

During any future construction planning, the Navajo Nation Raptor Electrocution Prevention
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electrocuti . A single electrical power line would follow the design standards to protect Golden
Eagles, Bald Eagles, Ferruginous Hawks and other raptors.

3.6 Migratory Bird Treaty Act Birds
Existing Conditions

Migratory birds and their habitats are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) (16
USC §703-712) and EO 13186. Onsite field surveys for MBTA species was conducted by Denali
Environmental Services on January 27, 2017. All federal agencies are required to consider
management impacts to protect migratory non-game birds. Executive Order 13186 calls for
increased efforts to more fully implement the MBTA. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
list of Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) was reviewed, specifically as they pertain to the
Colorado Plateau physiographic area. The area indicates there are 27 avian species occurring on
the southern Rocky Mountains and Colorado Plateau. See Table 2.

Most priority bird species occur on the USFWS, Division of  gratory Bird Management “Birds of
Conservation Concern 2008”, (BCC 20t list). The Service designates the Southern Rockies /
Colorado Plateau region as ird Conservation Region (BCR) 16, which the Navajo Indian
Reservation and Eastern Navajo Agency are included.

Effects
Although migratory birds could potentially occur in the area, none were observed during the
environmental site visit. With respect to Table 2, the proposed project construction wor | have no
significant effect on the migratory bird species or their habitat. The proposed action alternative
would result in a short-term and sm: scale loss of vegetation due to construction. No permanent
loss of native vegetation is anticipated at the project area. Eolian deposits of native seed from the
undisturbed vegetation would also help to propagate native plant species.

Once the habitat has re-established, w life and migratory bird species would be expected to
return to the area. To avoid any potential effects to migratory bird species or migratory bird
habitat, construction of the project would take place outside the nesting season. No long-term loss
of vegetation or wildlife habitat is expected. As a resu the proposed replacement ac »n would
have no significant effects on migratory bird species.

Mitigation of Migratory Birds
The proposed power line construction would have no significant effect on the migratory bird
ecies or their habitat. NNDF&W policy mandates that prior to construction e proposed activity
would require a preconstruction survey of potential nesting birds on the tract, should construction
occur during the breeding season. Any bird nests found within the proposed project area will be
reported to the NNDF&W biologist for appropriate mitigation prior to construction activities.






Grasshopper Sparrow
Ammodramus
savannarum

habitats, with patchy bare ground, and
avoid areas with extensive shrub
cover. Feeds and nests on ground.

pated.

No suitable riparian habitat No conflict anticipated. Zero
Yellow-billed Cuckoo present.Inhabits open woods,
Coccyzus americanus orchards, and streamside willow and

alder groves.

thabits pine-oak woodland, No conflict anticipated. Zero

Flammulated Ow] ponderosa pine forest.
Otus flammcolus

Inhabits grassland shrub-steppe Suitable habitat, little Moderate
Burrowing Owl dominated by mixed grasses. Casual conflict anticipated.
Athene cunicularia vagrant to prairie dog colonies,

occupying abandoned holes.

Inhabits woodland forests of pine-oak. | No conflict anticipated. Zero
Lewis’s Woodpecker Nests in oak cavities and pine snags.
Melanerpes lewis Forages and stores acorns and insects.

Inhabits brushy habitats in wet areas; | No suitable habitat. Zero
Willow Flycatcher also in pastures, mountain meadows.
Empidonax traillii

Found in juniper savannah and open Little conflict Low
Gray Vireo JP woodland, with scrub component. anticipated.
Vireo vicinior Inhabits mountains and chaparral-

juniper scrubland.

Juniper Savannah, woodland, pine-oak | A multi ecosystem Low
Pinyon Jay ecosystems associated with high open | inhabitant, little
Gymnprjomus habitats w/ openings, scattered trees | conflict anticipated.
cyanocephalus or shrub components.

Inhabits juniper-pinyon woodland. No conflict anticipated. Zero
Juniper Titmouse
Baeolophus ridgwayi

Inhabits dense moist woodlands and No conflict anticipatea. Zero
Veery streamside thickets. Casual in the
Catharus fuscescens Southwest.

Brushy desert shrub, especially areas Little conflict antici- Low
Bendire’s Thrasher of tall vegetation, cholla cactus, pated.
Toxostoma bendirei creosote bush and yucca.

Inhabits coniferous or mixed forests No conflict anticipated. Zero
Grace's Warbler of southwest mountains, especially
Dendroica graciae yellow pines. Usually forages high in

the trees.

Inhabits mountain meadows and No conflict anticipated. Zero
Brewer’s Sparrow sagebrush flats.
Spizella breweri

Inhabits moderately open grassland Little conflict antici- Low
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' Inhabits upland grassland, generally Little conflict antici- Low
Chestnut-collared Long- | found in dense grass; gregarious in fall | pated.
spur and winter.
Calcarius ornatus
Inhabits high mountains, rocky No suitable habitat on Zero
Black Rosy-Finch summits, alpine cirques and the project area.
Leucosticte atrata snowfields; winters in open country at
lower elevations, spreading onto the
plains.
Inhabits high mountains, rocky No suitable habitat on Zero
Brown-capped Rosy summits, alpine cirques and the project area.
Finch snowfields; winters in open country at
Leucosticte australis lower elevations, spreading onto the
plains.
Woodland Ecosystem. Species No suitable habitat in Zero
Cassin’s Finch inhabits evergreen woodlands. project area.
Carpodacus cassinii

The activity will minimize the possibility of unintentional take of migratory birds. The proposed
construction would involve vegetative disturbance (brush and tree removal). Construction
activities from May 15 to July 31 will not be permitted without a migratory bird nest survey. If any
active nests are located within the proposed project area, projects activities will not be permitted
until written approval by NNDF&W biologist. The operator w monitor any active nests located
from a nest survey.

3.7 Esthetics and Visual Resources
3.8.1 Existing Conditions
Unlike other federal public lands, no regional esthetics or visibility studies have been conducted or

disignated in the project area. However, regional esthetics and visibility in the project area can be
considered to be good.

3.8.2 Effects
ne proposed project is not located on public lands within an area designated under . vy federal

classification. The Native American People consider their lands as sacred, because of the traditional
cultural property, historic tra tion, sensitivity, scenic quality, and distance. The tribe would not
allow degradation to even those lands containing the least amount of valued esthetics and visu
resources, which basically do not exist on tribal lands. After construction, the visual modification
would contain the power line, which level of change may be visible, b1 should not attract attention
long-term. During construction, impact to esthetics and visual resources in the project area will be
moderate and short-term; visual impacts woul be low during operations and maintenance.

3.8.3 Mitigation
No direct mitigation is proposed for esthetics 1 visual resources.

3.8 Cultural Resources

Existing Condition
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Dinetahdoo Cultural Resource Management, LLC of Farmington, New Mexico conducted the project
archeological survey and crafted a field report entitled: A Cultural Resource Inventory of the
Proposed Sandoval Camp Powerline Project in Whitehorse Lake Chapter, McKinley County, New
Mexico for Continental Divide Electric Cooperative, Inc. (W.0. #52595). A Cultural Resource
Compliance Form, NNHPD Number HPD-17-342, has been created for this undertaking, as shown in
Appendix C.

Effects
As part of the archeological inventory, interviews regarding traditional cultural properties (TCPs)
were conducte with chapter officials. No sacred sites or traditional cultural resources were
identified within the proposed site. According to the field inventory “No historic properties
affected”.

Mitigation
The project sponsor acknowledges the following statement with respect to cultural resources
during construction: In the event of the discovery [‘discovery” means any previously unidentified or
incorrectly identified cultural resources; including but not limited to archaeological deposits, human
remains, or locations reportedly associated with Native American religious/traditional beliefs or
practices| all operations in the immediate vicinity will cease « 1 the Navajo Nation Historic
Preservation Department will be notified at (928) 871-7198.

4.0 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS AND C( SIDERATIONS FOR SI'" ©CTION OF THE PREFERRED
ALTERNATIVE

Cumulative effects are effects of the project in consideration with other past, present, or reasonably
foreseeable projects in the local area. There are no past projects that resulted in identifiable long-
term effects having a cumulative relationship with the effects of the proposed project.

In the future, there would be no other pro] sals or other right of way applications planned in the
reasonably foreseeable future in the area. The proposed lease application action will not have
significant impact on the human environment. The approval « the requested use area would have
minimal effect on the resource use patterns in the project area. The grazing permit holders would
relinquish trust land and allotted land to the development. It is the practice of the government to
compensate the traditional land user for the grazing resource loss.

Climate change results from the incremental addition of greenhouse gases a (G 1) emissions from
millions of individual sources, which collectively have a large impact on a global scale. Climate
change is a particularly complex challenge given its global nature and the inherent
interrelationships among its sources, causation, mechanisms of action, and impacts (CEQ, 2 .6).

In regard to cumulative impacts on regional air quality and climate change from greenhouse gas
emissions, the lack of scientific tools designed to predict climate change on regional or local scales
limits the ability to quantify potential future impacts of the proposed project. Analyzing
greenhouse gases emission and the effects of climate change relevant to a proposed action -
particularly how climate change may change an action’s effects of a propose project - is currently
not available. The propose action, construction of a new power line, is not listed among the
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standard of performance for new stationary source in accordance with 40 Code of Federal
Regulation part 60, National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS, CAA, 1990).

5.0 COMPLIANCE 1THENVIRONMENTAL LAWS D REGULATIONS

Clean Air Act, as amended and recodified (42 US.C. 7401 et seq.) Compliance. The proposed
project is not expected to violate any Federal air quality standards and would not degrade the
attainment of air quality objectives of the air shed.

Clean Water Act § 402 Compliance. The Environmental Protection Agency administers Section 402
of the Clean Water Act (formerly the Federal Water Pollution Control Act). Operators are normally
required to obtain all necessary permits and approvals for projects requiring CWA permits prior to
any disturbance activities.

Endangered Species Act of 1973 | 5 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) Compliance. No Federally listed species
or their habitats have been identified in or near the project area. ESA requires all federal
departments and agencies to conserve threatened and endangered species and the habitats on
which they depend, and to consult with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), on all actions
authorized, funded or carried o by the agency to ensure that the action will not likely jeopardize
the continued existence of any threatened and endangered species or adversely modify critical
habitat. Special management ecies (NESL) habitat has been identified as Raptor Sensitive Area.
CDECI will implement measures to avoid impacts to the species during construction.

Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management Compliance. This order directs all Federal
agencies to avoid to the extent possible the adverse effects associated v 1 the modification of
floodplains, and ) avoid support of floodplain development wherever there is a practicable
alternative. Floodplains would have no effect on the proposed project, as shown in Section 3.1.11.

Executive Order 12898 Environmental Justice Compliance. The order direct all Federal agencies
to identify and address disproportionate adverse effects of their programs, polices, and activities on
minority and low-income populations. The proposed action will benefit all sectors of society; no
minority or low income populations would be directly adversely affected from proposed action.
Indirect effects could include positive effects due to overall benefit related to the project site in the
area. The project would increase the quality of life for the residents.

Farmland Protection Policy Act (7 U.S.C. 4201 et seq.) Compliance. There are no effects on
prime farmland or farmland of statewide importance because no prime farmland exists in the
project area.

Migratory Bird Treaty Act, as amended {16 US.C. )3 et seq.)/ EO 13186 Compliance.
Migratory birds and their habitats are protected und: e gratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) (16
USC §703-712) and EO 13186. All federal agencies are required to consider management impacts
to protect migratory non-game birds. Executive Order 13186 calls for increased efforts to more
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fully implement the MBTA. The proposed action wor 1 have no significant effect on the bird
species or their habitat.

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq Compliance. The final EA
and signed FONSI are in full compliance with NEPA.

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.) Compliance.
The Navajo Nation Historic Preservation Department requires NHPA compliance and consultation
with all development projects on the Navajo Nation. NNHPD has determined that NHPA § 106
responsibilities are adhered to, as no historic properties would be affected. See Appendix C.

Recourse Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), Comprehensive Environmental Response
Conservation and Liabilities Act (CERCLA), or Toxic Substance Control Act (TSCA) Compliance.
There are no Recourse Conservation and Recovery Act (RCR/ Ct¢ prehensive Environmental
Response Conservation and Liabilities Act (CERCLA), or Toxic Substance Control Act (TSCA) sites
on the proposed site.

6.0 PUBLICINVOLVEMENT

The Whitehorse Lake Chapter has assed a resolution approving the proposed = wer line
extensions. See Appendix B. In the future, the Eastern Navajo Agency would review and consider
the right of way application, and process the application for passage. The Branch of Environmental
Quality Act Compliance and Review of the Navajo Regional Office, BIA, would make a Finding of No
Significant Impact determination as result of their review.

7.0 COORDINATION AND REVIEW OF THE EA
Dinetahdoo Cultural Resource Management, LLC of Farmington, New Mexico conducted the project

archeological survey and crafted a field report entitled: A Cultural Resource Inventory of the
Proposed Sandoval Camp Powerline Project in ’hitehorse Lake Chapter, McKinley C. nty, New
Mexico for Continental Divide Electric Cooperative, Inc. (W.0. #52595). A Cultural Resource
Compliance Form, NNHPD Number HPD-17-342, has been created for this undertaking, as shown in
Appendix C.

CDECI conducted consultation with the Navajo Department of Fish and Wildlife, Navajo Nation. The
consultation would assure mandated protection of Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) and
Navajo Endangered S :ies List (NESL) threz 1ed and endangered species. The Navajo
Department of Fish and Wildlife website was consulted for the Biological Resources Land Clearance
Policy and Procedures. A NDF&W-NHP concurrence letter and a Biological Resource Compliance
Form, at Appendices D, is created for the project.

8.0 CONCLUSIONS
The preferred alternative is reasonable. No significant adverse impacts to the human environment
have been identified in the development of this environment assessment.
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9.0 LIST OF PREPARERS / CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION
This environmental assessment was prepared by Mr. Leonard Robbins, PES, Denali ivironmental
Services, P. 0. Box 1127, Fort Defiance, Arizona 86504, denalil946@msn.com.

10.0 REFERENCES

Brown, D.E., 1994. Biotic Communities of Southwestern United States and Northwestern Mexico.
University of Utah Press, Salt Lake City, Utah.

Council on Environmental Quality, White House, 2016. Final Guidance for Federal Departments and
Agencies on Consideration of Greenhouse Gas E  ssions and the Effects of Climate Change in
National Environmental Policy Act Reviews. CEQ Memorandum for Heads of Federal
Departments and Agencies, August 1, 2016. Source: Climate Adaption Knowledge Exchange
(CAKE) ww cakex home page activated October 20, 2016.

Cooley, ME, | W. Harshbarger, ].P. Akers, and W.F. Hardt, 1969. Regional Hydrology of the Navajo
and Hopi Indian Reservations, Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah. USGS Paper 521-A, USPO,
Washington D C.

Federal Emergency Management Administratic (FEMA), 2017. National Flood Hazard
Layer (Official), USGS The National Map: Orthoimagery, ESRI, of Sandoval Camp,
Whitehorse Lake Chapter, McKinley County, New Mexico.

Hiel, K. D,, O'Kane S. L. Jr,, Reeves, .M, & Clifford, A., 2013. Flora of the Four Corner Region,
Vascular Plants of the San Juan River Drainage- Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, Missouri
Botanical Garden Press, St. Louis, Missouri, USA.

NAAQS, CAA, 1990. National Ambient Air Quality Stand 1s 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 60,
The Clean Air Act of 1990, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington D.C.

NN DED/LSRI, 2004. Navajo Nation Chapter Images, 2004 Edition. Navajo Nation Division of
Economic Development/ Edited by LSR Innovations. Window Rock, Arizona.

NNHP, 2008. Navajo Nation Department of Fish and Wildlife, Natural Heritage Program Navajo
Nation Endangered Species List, Species Account, Navajo Department of Fish and Wildlife,
Natural Heritage Program, Window Rock, Arizona.

NNHP, 2008. Navajo Nation Department of Fish and Wildlife, Natural Heritage Program Navajo
Nation Raptor Electrocution Prevention Regulations, Navajo Council Resource and
Development Committee Resolution RCS-43-08, Navajo Department of Fish and Wildlife,
Natural Heritage Program, Window Rock, Arizona.

U.S. ACOE, 1987. Wetlands Delineation Manual of 1987, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Washington
DC.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 384. Chaco Mesa, NM National Wetlands Inventory Map, U.S.
Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington D.C.



U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (US F&WS), 2008. Birds of Conservation Concern USFWS, Division of
Migratory Bird Management “Birds of Conservation Concern 2008”, (BCC 2008 list). Division
of Migratory Bird Management, U.S. Department of the Interior, sh and Wildlife Services,
Arlington, Virginia.

U.S. Ger gical Service, 1963-1973. USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangle Maps: Mesita Del Gavilan, NM, and
Rincon Marquez, NM 7.5 Minute Quadrangles, Denver, Colorado.

U.S Natural Resource Conservation Services, Web Soil Survey activated February, 2017.

WRCC, 2017. Grants-M an Municipal Airport Weather Station. Western Regional Climate
Center, 2215 Raggio Parkway, Reno, NV activated June 27, 201

Wilks, M. E., compiler, 2005, New Mexico Geologic Highway Map: New Mexico Geological Society
and New Mexico Bureau of Geology and Mineral Resources, Socorro, New exico.

24dNnAaovdl Lamp, New IMeXICO rowerl LIHIE FrojeCt DIVITOIINEd] ASSESSIICIL, VWUH 024070 Idgt 44
Continental Divide Electric Cooperative, Inc., Grants, New Mexico












12. Indian Trust Assets: The power line rigl of-way acreage will be withdrawn for the

elect al po er line right-of-way. There are no other bankable assets su  as: timber, fossil
fuels, fossils or valuable minerals on the tracts, surface or subsurface (EA Section 3.1.6
Ind” Trust Resources). Based on the EA, there arc 1 Indian Trust Assets within the
proposed project area.

13. Climate Change: In regard to cumulative impacts on climate change from greer >use gas
emissions, t lack of scientific tools designed to predict climate change on regional or local
sce limits the ab ty to quantify potential future impacts of the proposed = )ject.
Analyzing greenhouse gas emissions and the effects of climate change i :vant to a proposed
action, particularly how clir e change may change an action’s effects of the proposed
project is currently not available (EA Section 4.0).

CONCLUSION

The proposed action is the Preferred Alternative. It does not constitute a major federal action,
which normally requires preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS).

I

ed on the foregoing, it has been determined that an EIS is not required for this project an

thus will not be prepared.
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PRESIDENT

VICE PRESTDENT

18 May 2017 17danlo2ay

L.econard Robbins

Denali Environmental Services
Post Office Box 1127

IFort Defiance, Arizona 86504

Dear Mr. Robbins,

The Navajo Nation Department of Fish and Wildlife (NNDEFW) reviewed vour request tor biological
compliance for the proposed Sandoval Camp Distribution Line project located in Whitehorse
Chapter. New Mexico. The purpose of this letter is to inform vou that we are granting the proposed
project a Conditional Approval. The north portion of the distribution line from EOP Sta. 176+20.6.4 Line
‘A" to FOP Sta. 88+35.45 Tap "A\-2" is located in a Raptor Sensitive Area (RSA).  The proposed
distribution line in Sections 4.4, 35. & 36 T18SN Ro6W shall be constructed with a raptor-safe power pole
design per Raptor Electrocution Prevention Regulations (REPR). All guy wires shall be marked with
highly visual daytime markers to prevent collisions within the RSA.

Please contact me at 928-871-70635 if vou have anv questions concerning the review of this project.
> 1) A | )

Sincerely,

Wy
; /}// S
- L . e .
Pamela \. Kyselka, Wildlife Biolagist
Navajo Natural Heritage Program
Department of Fish and Wildlite

CONCURRENCE

Department of Fish and Wildlife

N CONS-100-1"
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