THE NAVAJO NATION

JONATHAN NEZ | PRESIDENT MYRON LIZER | VICE PRESIDENT

March 20, 2020

Hon. Seth Damon

Office of the Speaker
Post Office Box 3390
Window Rock, AZ 86515

RE: CMA-06-20, Approving Supplemental Funding From the Unreserved, Undesignated Fund
Balance in the Amount of Four Million Dollars (84,000,000) for Emergency Funds to the Navajo
Department of Health, COVID-19 Emergency Funds, Business Unit New

Dear Speaker Damon,

Pursuant to the authority vested in the Navajo Nation President, I am signing CMA-06-20 into
law.

I appreciate the action of the Navajo Nation Council to support the appropriation of emergency
funds to the Navajo Department of Health, the lead entity in our fight against COVID-19, to
address the pandemic that has hit the Navajo Nation. In the coming days our Nation will experience
more confirmed cases of COVID-19 and we are working hard to slow down the spread of this
virus among our People.

Well before we declared a Public Health State of Emergency on March 11, our Navajo Nation
COVID-19 Preparedness Team has been working around the clock to monitor, plan, and prepare
for the spread of COVID-19, issuing information to the public on how to prevent the spread of the
disease, and working with federal and state partners to ensure our Navajo People have the supplies
they need for themselves and their livestock. We also thank the Navajo enterprises that have
stepped us to provide funding, resources, and assistance to protecting our communities.

With this funding approved by the Council, we will work to ensure that our frontline personnel
have the resources to help the people most in need such as the elderly and high-risk residents.
Working together, we can get through this trying time and we will ultimately overcome just as our
ancestors did.

Thank you Speaker Damon and the 24th Navajo Nation Council.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Nez, President Myron Lizer, Vice President
THE NAVAJO NATION THE NAVAJO NATION

POST OFFICE BOX 7440 | WINDOW ROCK, AZ 86515 | PHONE: (928) 871-7000 | FAX: (928) 871- 4025




CMA-06-20

RESOLUTION OF THE
NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL
24"™ NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - SECOND YEAR, 2020

AN ACTION
RELATING TO AN EMERGENCY; APPROVING SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING FROM
THE UNRESERVED, UNDESIGNATED FUND BALANCE IN THE AMOUNT OF FOUR
MILLION DOLLARS ($4,000,000) FOR EMERGENCY FUNDS TO THE NAVAJO
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, COVID-19 EMERGENCY FUNDS, BUSINESS UNIT
NEW

BE IT ENACTED:
SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY

A. The Navajo Nation Council is the governing body of the Navajo
Nation. 2 N.N.C. § 102(A).

B. Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. §164 (A) (l6e) “[m]atters constituting an
emergency shall be limited to the cessation of law
enforcement services, and disaster relief services, fire
protection services or other direct services required as an
entitlement under Navajo Nation or Federal 1law, or which
directly threaten the sovereignty of the Navajo Nation. Such
an emergency matter must arise due to the pressing public
need for such resolution(s) and must be a matter requiring
final action by the Council.”

C. The Navajo Nation Council has the authority to approve
supplemental appropriations. 12 N.N.C. § 820(L). Pursuant to
12 N.N.C. § 820 (L), “[t]lhe Navajo Nation Council may adopt
and approve supplemental appropriations to the Annual
Comprehensive Budget during the fiscal year. Supplemental
appropriations of General Funds within the current fiscal
year are permitted, if and when additional sources of
revenues above and beyond the 1initial or current revenue
projections are projected and which are also in excess of the
reserve amount set forth at § 820(J).”

D. The Title 12 Finance Act Supplemental Appropriation
requirements include:

1. All requests for annual operating funds and supplemental
funds shall be submitted to the Office of Management and
Budget for budget impact analysis. 12 N.N.C. § 820(M).

2. When the Controller identifies additional sources of
revenues above and beyond the initial or current revenue
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projections, supplemental appropriations may be approved
by the Navajo Nation Council. 12 N.N.C. § 820(L).

3. Supplemental Appropriations made from non-recurring
revenues shall only be made for non-recurring operations
or purposes, as set forth at § 820(F). The Controller of
the Navajo Nation shall be responsible for designation
recurring and non-recurring revenues. 12 N.N.C. § 820 (L).

4. The Nation shall budget all recurring operating expenses,
including capital maintenance, from recurring revenues.
Long term debt shall not be used to finance recurring
operating expenses. 12 N.N.C. §820(E).

o

. The Navajo Nation Code provides, Y“[t]lhe Nation shall
restrict non-recurring revenues to budget non-recurring
expenditures. In addition, non-recurring revenues will b
budgeted only after an examination by the Controller t
determine whether or not the revenues are subsidizing an
imbalance between recurring revenues and expenditures,
and expenditures may be authorized only if a long-term
(three-five vyear) forecast shows that the operating
deficit will not <continue. Otherwise, non-recurring
revenues will be added to the Unreserved, Undesignated
Fund balance. This provision may be amended or waived by
a two-thirds vote of the full Navajo Nation Council.” 12
N.N.C. § 820(F).

)

O

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS

-]

[4}]

In light of +the Navajo N n‘s Emergency Declaration
regarding the outbreak of he COVID-19 virus this
supplemental funding request 1is made for the purpose of
emergency financial stability to address all aspects of
providing emergency services including, preparedness,
mitigation, response, and recovery. The aim of the funding is
to reduce the harmful health effects of the pandemic virus.

{xi s
+

The Navajo Department of Health has requested a supplemental
appropriation for COVID-19 Emergency Funds, Business Unit
New. The total amount requested 1is Four Million Dollars
($4,000,000). The budget documents are attached as Exhibit A.

Due to the emergency nature of the unding request, the
budget impact analysis required by 12 .N.C. B820(M) can be
provided by the 0Office of Management and Budget when this
matter is heard by Council either in person or
telephonically.

f
N
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D. Due to the emergency nature of the funding request the
Controller can satisfy the requirements provided in 12 N.N.C
this n ther 1in

§ B820(L) when this matter is heard by Council ei
C

SECTION THREE. APPROVING SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING FROM THE

UNRESERVED, UNDESIGNATED FUND BALANCE 1IN THE AMOUNT OF FOUR
MILLION DOLLARS ($4,000,000) FOR EMERGENCY FUNDS TO THE NAVAJO
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, COVID-19 EMERGENCY FUNDS, BUSINESS UNIT

NEW

A. This supplemental appropriation of $4,000,000 shall be from
that amount of funds that exceeds the minimum fund balance of
the Unreserved, Undesignated Fund Balance as determined by
the Office of the Controller and as indicated the documents
in Exhibit A.

B. The Navajo Nation hereby approves supplemental funding from
the Unreserved, Undesignated Fund Balance in the amount of
$4,000,000 for emergency funds as indicated in the documents
in Exhibit A.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly
considered by the 24" Navajo Nation Council at a duly called
meeting in Window Rock, Navajo Nation (Arizona), at which a
quorum was present and that the same was passed by a vote of 22
- @ ) ; - o ot . A

in Favor, and 00 Opposed, on this 20" day of March 2020.

—
— —"'_____—/ _ =l _‘_H""-u-.___‘______---:’

florrofable SeER-—Damon, Speaker
24" Navajo Nation Council

2.20.20z0
DATE

Motion: Honorable Raymond Smith, Jr.
Second: Honorable Pernell Halona

Speaker Seth Damon not voting




ACTION BY THE NAVAJO NATION PRESIDENT:

T I hereby, sign into law the
foregoing legislation, pursuant to
2 N.N.C. § 1005 (C)(10), on this

<

_Z.O_ 1~H da Y of M prCh ’

R,
2020.

& hereby, veto the foregoing

I

legislation, pursuant to 2 N.N.C.
§ 1005 (C)(11l), on this
(\.J -

to the Speaker.

Navajo Nation

L

I, hereby, exercise line-item veto
pursuant to the 2010 Certified
Initiative, over the supplemental
appropriations approved herein by
the Navajo Nation Council; on this

day O1 ’

Jonathan Nez, President

Navajo Nation
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24th Navajo Nation Council 205
Special Session
Date: Friday, March 20, 2020

(" onserd r LegislahmQ0LZ-20, DDLY-20, 006S-20, 00LD-20 + 0Db(-20
Mation: Hm RDJ-| el Sﬂ\tﬂ'\rj \/V-
Second: Honr Pcr;j\otl Halma.

Delegates Yea Nay |Excused
Elmer Begay
Kee Allen Begay, Jr.
Paul Begay, Jr.
Nathaniel Brown
Eugenia Charles-Newton
Herman Daniels
Seth Damon
Amber Kanazbah Crotty
Mark Freeland
Pernell Halona
Jamie Henio
Vince James
Rickie Nez
Carl Slater
Raymond Smith, Jr.
Wilson Stewart, Jr.
Charlaine Tso
Daniel Tso
Eugene Tso
Otto Tso
Thomas Walker, Ir.
Edison Wauneka
Edmund Yazzie
Jimmy Yellowhair
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CERTIFICATION:
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Fronrabke SethrBamon

24th Navajo Nation Council Speaker




