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District to understand the cultural beliefs relating to the Navajo children they
are charged with educating.

In addition, the Navajo Nation would encourage the Board of Education and
San Juan County to continue working with the community to find an

alternative resolution to the placement of the new school.
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THE NAVAJO NATION
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY
LEGISLATION NO.: 0045-16

SPONSOR: Honorable Jonathan L. Hale

TITLE: An Action Relating To Health, Education and Human Services Committee
and Naa’bik’ivati’; Opposing the San Juan School District’s Decision to Construct

Bluff Elementary School on an Archaeological Site Containing Remains.

Posted: February 9, 2016 at 3:52pm

S DAY Comment Period Ended: February 14,2016

Digital Comments received: No comments received.
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239 NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL
Naabik'iyati' Committee
Second Year 2016
Mr. Speaker:
The Naabik'iyati' Committee to whom has been assigned:

NAVAIO LEGISLATIVE BILL #0045-16

An Action Relating to Health, Education and Human Services Committee and Naabik’iyati’;
Opposing the San Juan School District’s Decision to Construct Bluff Elementary School on an
Archaeological Site Containing Remains

Sponsored by: Honorable Seth Damon

Has had it under consideration and reports the same with the recommendation that it was
TABLED NO LONGER THAN THIRTY (30) DAYS (AMENDMENT #1 IS STILL UNDER DISCUSSION)

And therefore, remains with the NAABIK’ IYATI’ COMMITTE

Honorable LoRenzo C. Bates, Chairman
Naabik'iydati' Committee

19 FEBRUARY 2016

MAIN MOTION:

Motioned: Honorable Dwight Witherspoon
Seconded: Honorable Davis Filfred

VOTE:

AMENDMENT #1: Replace Exhibit “K” with signed copy of the Dine’ Medicinemen Association, Inc.,
resolution (Amendment still in process when tabling motion passed)

Motioned: Honorable Davis Filfred
Seconded: Honorable Seth Damon

VOTE:
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MOTION TO TABLE: Table for Office of the Speaker and Division of Dine’ Education representative to

review and recommend solution; Table no longer than 30 days

Motioned: Honorable Leonard Tsosie
Seconded: Honorable Seth Damon
VOTE: 12 in favor and 00 opposed (Chairman Bates not voting)
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Dine’ Medcinemen Association, Incorporated
Diné Bi Nahagha’ Yee Da’ Ahoota’

P.O. Box 368 _

Gallup, New Mexico 86503

Resolution of Dine’ Medicinemen Association, Inc.

RESOLUTION OF DINE’ MEDICINEMEN ASSOCIATION, INC. IN SUPPORTING THE
MEMBERS OF ANETH CHAPTER OF THE SAN JUAN SDHOOL DISTRICT DECISION TO
REPLACE THE BLUFF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BUT VEHEMENTLY OPPOSING SAN JUAN
SCHOOL DISTRICT INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN FOR THE NEW SCHOOL ON LANDS
CONTAINING ARCHAELOGICAL SITES AND REMAINS.

WHEREAS:
1. ,Dine_’ Medicinemen Association, Inc.,’s Authority

2. The Dine’ Medicinemen Association oversees the well-being of the Navajo
children as the tribe’s greatest resource through their educational
endeavors and ensure Navajo children develop heaithy lifestyle in their
environment of their dwellings; and

3. The Dine’ Medicinemen Association understands the need for new
infrastructure of Bluff Elementary School as an aging and deteriorating
facility that serves predominately Navajo students; and

4. The San Juan School District recently purchased 12.53 acres of land in Bluff,
Utah, as a new location for the proposed new Bluff Elementary School; and

5. The preliminary findings of an archaeological assessment sanctioned by the
San Juan School Bistrict found significant evidence of archaeological
remains and possibly burial site within the location of the new plan for the
new school: and '

6. The Navajo cultural belief{s) and practices of the Navajo people are strong,
enduring, and meaningful, and a way of life, particularly in regard to un-
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wellness affects and-harm to individuals by disturbing and dlsrespect of
archaeological sites; and

The Dine’ Medicine Medicinemen Association has become aware of long
standing antiquities issues in San Juan County and need not look far to

' recognize the seriousness of this matter (i.e., Federal artifacts investigation,

Recapture ATV protest ride); and

The Dine’ Medicinemen Association are not politicizing their beliefs and
certainly not villainizing the San Juan School District in effort to stand up
for cultural beliefs, practices and well-being of Navajo students.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The Dine’ Medicinemen Association, Inc. hereby supports the San Juan

2.

3.

School District decision to replace the Bluff Elementary School but
vehemently opposing San Juan School District infrastructure plan for the
new school on the land containing an archaeological site and remains.

The Dine" Medicinemen Association is hereby urging the San Juan School "
District to utilize tribal consultation in selecting a more suitable site for the
new Bluff Elementary School.

The Dine” Madicinemen Association, Inc. requests Bluff Elementary School
new develocpment be in compliance with the Navajo Historical Preservation
Policy and Procedures of the Mavajo Nation.

CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify that this foregoing resolution was duly considered by the

Dine’ Medicinemen Association, Inc. at a duly called meeting at which a

quorum was present and that the same was passed with a vote of 17 in
favor, -0- opposed, and 1 abstained this 6 day of December 2015,

Motioned By: Etta Arviso
econded By: Roland 7Bc-:gay
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ennison, President









