LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY SHEET
Tracking No. Qup2\3

DATE: December 8, 2015

TITLE OF RESOLUTION: PROPOSED STANDING COMMITTEE RESOLUTION;
AN ACTION RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT, THE
NAABIK’IYATI’ COMMITTEE AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL;
REAFFIRMING CM-9-50 WHICH ESTABLISHED A CONTROL ZONE OF 750 FEET
ON EITHER SIDE OF A ROADWAY; DIRECTING THE RESOURCES AND
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE TO DIRECT DIVISIONS WITHIN ITS OVERSIGHT
INCLUDING THE NAVAJO DIVISION OF NATURAL RESOURCES, THE NAVAJO
DIVISION OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND THE NAVAJO DIVISION OF
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TO SUBMIT PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE
RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR HOMESITE LEASES, BUSINESS SITE LEASES,
RIGHTS-OF-WAY AND OTHER LAND USE AUTHORIZATIONS THAT COMPLY
WITH NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL RESOLUTION CM-9-50; AND, DIRECTING THE
RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE TO DIRECT THE NAVAJO
DIVISION OF TRANSPORTATION TO REPORT ANNUALLY TO THE RESOURCES
AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE THE NAVAJO NATION DIVISION OF
NATURAL RESOURCES’, THE DIVISION OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT’S AND
THE DIVISION OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT’S COMPLIANCE OR NON-
COMPLIANCE WITH CM-9-50

PURPOSE: The purpose of this proposed resolution is reaffirm Navajo Nation Council
Resolution CM-9-50; to direct the Resources and Development Committee to direct the divisions
and departments under its oversight to comply with CM-9-50; and to direct the Navajo Nation
Division of Transportation to report annually the compliance with CM-9-50.

This written summary does not address recommended amendments as may be provided by the standing
committees. The Office of Legislative Counsel requests each Council Delegate to review each proposed
resolution in detail.
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RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT, THE NAABIK’IYATI’
COMMITTEE AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; REAFFIRMING CM-9-50
WHICH ESTABLISHED A CONTROL ZONE OF 750 FEET ON EITHER SIDE OF A
ROADWAY; DIRECTING THE RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
TO DIRECT DIVISIONS WITHIN ITS OVERSIGHT INCLUDING THE NAVAJO
DIVISION OF NATURAL RESOURCES, THE NAVAJO DIVISION OF ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT AND THE NAVAJO DIVISION OF COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT TO SUBMIT PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES AND
REGULATIONS FOR HOMESITE LEASES, BUSINESS SITE LEASES, RIGHTS-OF-
WAY AND OTHER LAND USE AUTHORIZATIONS THAT COMPLY WITH
NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL RESOLUTION CM-9-50; AND, DIRECTING THE
RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE TO DIRECT THE NAVAJO
DIVISION OF TRANSPORTATION TO REPORT ANNUALLY TO THE
RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE THE NAVAJO NATION
DIVISION OF NATURAL RESOURCES’, THE DIVISION OF ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT’S AND THE DIVISION OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT’S
COMPLIANCE OR NON-COMPLIANCE WITH CM-9-50

BE IT ENACTED:

Section One. Findings
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. In 1989 the Navajo Nation Council through Resolution CD-68-89 established

a three branch government with the Navajo Nation Council as the legislative
body of the Navajo Nation government. Prior to the enactment of CD-68-89
the Advisory Committee was one of the committees Navajo Nation Council.
When the Navajo Nation Council passed Resolution CD-68-89, it stated that
references to the Advisory Committee would refer to the Government

Services Committee.

. By Initiative of the Navajo People, the Navajo Nation Council was reduced in

number of delegates from 88 to 24. The reduction of the number of delegates
initiated the change in the number of the Navajo Nation Council’s standing
committees from twelve to five and provided for the committee’s authorities.

See, CAP-10-11 and CO-45-12.

. The Government Services Committee, the Resources Committee and the

Transportation and Community Development Committees ceased to exist and
their functions were divided among the newly established five standing
committees. One of the five standing committees is the Resources and

Development Committee. 2 N.N.C. § 500.

. The Navajo Nation Council has delegated to the Resources and Development

Committee oversight authority over land, rights-of-way and surface
disturbances, roads, economic and community development, commerce, and

housing. 2 N.N.C. § 500(C).

. In 1950 the Navajo Nation Council passed Resolution CM-9-50, attached as

Exhibit “A.” (Exhibit “A” contains the signed version of CM-9-50 and a
“PERMANENT FILE-NAVAJO TRIBE ARCHIVE COPY” which is easier
typed in larger print.) In the Whereas section of Resolution CM-9-50, it states
that “the Navajo Tribe deems it advisable to control all business enterprises,
structures, installations, and any other developments for a distance of seven
hundred fifty (750) feet on both sides of the right-of-way of all constructed

and maintained roads on tribal lands[.]”
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F. Navajo Nation Council Resolution CM-9-50 stated “that controlled zones of

seven hundred fifty (750) feet on both sides of the rights-of-way of any
constructed, maintained, or proposed new roads are hereby established. The
Advisory Committee of the Navajo Tribal Council shall have full authority,
acting for the Navajo Tribal Council, to make and regulate any installations
and specify conditions which must be met to receive a permit or lease in said
zones, subject to the approval of the General Superintendent of the Navajo
Agency. This authority shall not be construed to regulate the control of
engineering structures required in the construction of roads, water
development, soil and moisture conservation structures, or any other land
improvements to be made by the government for the benefit of the Navajo
Tribe of Indians, nor shall this authority be construed to restrict the use of
land within such zones for grazing and farming by individuals Navajo Indians

who may have recognized use rights of tribal lands within such zones.”

. The Resources and Development Committee has oversight authority over the

Navajo Division of Natural Resources, the Navajo Division of Economic
Development, the Navajo Division of Community Development and the

Navajo Division of Transportation. 2 N.N.C. § 501(C).

. A proposed resolution that requires final action by the Navajo Nation Council

shall be assigned to the Naabik’{yati’ Committee before it is heard by the
Navajo Nation Council. 2 N.N.C. § 164 (A)9).

The Navajo Nation Council believes it is in the best interest of the Navajo
Nation to reaffirm Navajo Nation Council Resolution CM-9-50 and to direct
the Resources and Development Committee to direct the divisions and

departments under its oversight to develop procedures to ensure compliance

with CM-9-50.

Section Two. Reaffirming Navajo Nation Council Resolution CM-9-50
The Navajo Nation Council hereby reaffirms CM-9-50, attached hereto as Exhibit
(CA'”
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Section Three. Directing the Resources and Development Committee

A. Directing the Resources and Development Committee to direct the Navajo

Division of Natural Resources, the Navajo Division of Economic Development

and the Navajo Division of Community Development to submit proposed

amendments to the rules and regulations for homesite leases, business site leases,

rights-of-way and other land use authorizations demonstrating compliance with

Navajo Nation Council Resolution CM-9-50.

B. Directing the Resources and Development Committee to direct the Navajo

Division of Transportation to report annually, during the second week of May, to

the Resources and Development Committee the Navajo Nation Division of

Natural Resources’, the Navajo Nation Division of Economic Development’s and

the Navajo Nation Division of Community Development’s compliance or non-

compliance with CM-9-50.
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