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THE NAVAJO NATION 

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY 

LEGISLATION NO.:  0221-20 

SPONSOR:  Honorable Seth Damon 

TITLE: An Action Relating To Naabik’íyáti' Committee; Amending The Plan Of Operation 

For The Office Of Miss Navajo Nation 

Posted:  September 9, 2020 at 4:25PM 

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: September 14, 2020 

Digital Comments received:  

Comments Supporting 1) Mae-Gilene Begay, Miss Navajo Nation 1974-1975

Comments Opposing None 

Inconclusive Comments None 

______________________________ 

  Legislative Tracking Secretary 

    Office of Legislative Services  

____________________________ 

Date/Time 

12/18/20  4:33 PM



leg. 0221-20 

 

Mae-Gilene Begay  

Wed 12/16, 7:37 PM 

Respectfully urging the Navajo Nation Council to fully support the aforementioned legislation to validate 

the Plan of Operation for the Office of Miss Navajo Nation. Ahehee! 

  

Respectfully, 

Mae-Gilene Begay, Miss Navajo Nation 1974-75 

 













Committee Report 

THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE NAVAJO 
NATION COUNCIL to whom has been referred; 

LEGISLATION NO. 0221-20 

AN ACTION RELATING TO NAABIK'IYATI COMMITTEE; AMENDING THE PLAN OF OPERATION 
FOR THE OFFICE OF MISS NAVAJO NATION 

Sponsor: Honorable Seth Damon 

(NOTE: On December 17, 2 020, Naabik'iyati' Committee referred legislation #0221-
20 to HEHSC for further discussion with all entities including the Office of 
the Speaker. Motion by Otto Tso, Council Delegate and Second by Eugenia Charles­
Newton , Council Delegate with a vote of 22 in favor, O opposed. In addition, 
a directive was made to have the Office of Miss Navajo Nation work 
collaboratively with the former Miss Navajo's and the Miss Navajo Council, Inc. 
for possible recommendations to legislation #0221-20. Motion by Eugenia 
Charles-Newton, Council Delegate and Second by Jimmy Yellowhair, Council 
Delegate with a vote of 23 in favor, 0 opposed) 

The Health, Education and Human Services Committee held a public forum on 
January 18, 2021 to receive recommendations and input. The Committee held two 
work session to discuss this legislation on February 10, 2021 and February 17, 
2021. At the February 17, 2021 work session, the Committee instructed Office 
of Legislative Counsel to draft recommendations to the Legislation . Committee 
held a special meeting on May 4, 2021 to receive the recommendations completed 
by Office of Legislative Counsel. Recommendations were accepted for Legislation 
0221-20 and further referred the legislation to the NAABIK'IYATI' COMMITTEE OF 
THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Danie~4CJ:rrPeP:r 
Health, Education and Human Services Committee 
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24th Navajo Nation Council 

MEMORANDUM 

To Hon. Seth Damon, Chairman 
Naabik'fyati ' Committee 
Navajo Nation Council 

Members, Naabik'fyati ' Committee 
Navajo Nation Council 

From ~~,1t( 
Hon. Daniel E. Tso, Chairman 
Health, Education and Human Services Committee 

Date May 21 , 2021 

Re Report of the Health, Education and Human Services Committee on 
Amendments proposed to Plan of Operation for Office of Miss Navajo Nation 
(0221-20) 

The Health, Education and Human Services Committee (HEHSC) of the Navajo Nation Council 
provides its report on the above proposed resolution originally presented to Naabik' fyati ' 
Committee. Recommendations of HEHSC are based on presentations of former Miss Navajo 
Nation title holders, as well as those provided by the Office of Miss Navajo Nation. The report of 
HEHSC is provided as amendments to proposed legislation 0221-21. The amendments proposed 
by HEHSC are as follows: 

1. On page 3, at section II, Purpose , lines 21 through 24 should be amended as follows: 

The purpose of the Office of Miss Navajo Nation is to assist Miss Navajo Nation with the 
scheduling of her itinerary, providing support services, Chaperoning Miss Navajo Nation 
during travel, managing the administrative matters of the office, and coordinating educational 
activities that include the history, tradition, and culture of the Navajo people. The purpose of 
the Office of the Miss Navajo Nation is to plan and coordinate the annual Miss Navajo Nation 
Pageant. 

2. On page 4, delete proposed new language on lines 18 - 22 as follows: 
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24th Navajo Nation Council 

a. The one ( 1) year term may be extended for one ( 1) additional year in the event of 
exigent circumstances, including, but not limited to natural disasters, approved public 
emergency by the Emergency Management Commissions. The one (1) year extension 
must be approved by the Navajo Nation President. 

3. On page 5, under section IV(A), Responsibility and Authority of the Program Supervisor, 
beginning at line 28, add by inserting new language as follows-

8. Be knowledgeable in the Dine language and culture. 
9. Work with, or seek the assistance of, the Legislative and Judicial branches, Navajo 

organizations, entities and tribal enterprises in executing the intent, purposes and 
responsibilities of the Office. 

4. On page 5, under section IV(B), Responsibility and Authority of Miss Navajo Nation, starting 
at line 29, add by inserting new language as follows -

1. Teach and exemplify the essence and characteristics of First Woman, White Shell 
Woman and Changing Woman, and to display leadership as the Nation's Goodwill 
Arn bassador. 

2. Represent Dine womanhood, fulfill the role of "grandmother, mother, aunt, and 
sister" to the Navajo people, and speak as a leader, teacher, counselor, advisor, and 
friend. Miss Navajo Nation shall represent the importance of Navajo women with 
respect and honor. 

3. Consistent with the requirements of Dine Fundamental Law in the preservation of 
language and culture, encourage every Navajo to assist in the preservation of Dine 
language and culture. 

Other provisions under section IV(B) shall be redesignated. 

5. On page 6, delete and remove the entire proposed new language on lines 11 - 19 as follows: 

1.,_ Relinquish the Title, and Crown, including all benefits, gifts, royalties, and honors 
derived from the position for any of the follo'Ning reasons: 

!1. If voluntarily submits a '.vritten notification to the Office of Miss Navajo 
Nation's Program Supervisor to end the title reign as Miss Navajo Nation prior 
to the end of reign year; and, 
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24th Navajo Nation Council 
b. If Miss Navajo Nation seeks another royalty title during her reign as Miss 

Navajo Nation; and, 
c. If Miss Navajo Nation is in violation of the Navajo EJcecutive Personnel 

Policies and Procedures, and/or any applicable laws of the Navajo Nation. 

6. On pages 6 and 7, replace proposed amendments at new section V(A) as follows: 

V ¥I. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR MISS NAVAJO NATION CANDIDATES ARB 
AS FOLLO\l/8: 

A +. The Candidate must be: A candidate shall submit an application and must be: 

1 a.An enrolled member of the Navajo Nation, as shown by a Certificate of Indian 
Blood or Navajo Nation voter registration document(s); who speaks fluent 
Navajo and English, and lmovliedgeable in Navajo history, culture, and values 
and tradition; and. 

2. Female at birth, as indicated in birth certificate; 
1. Able to demonstrate fluency in speaking Navajo and English; 
4. Knowledgeable in Navajo history, culture, values, and tradition; 
~ b. 18-25 years of age, single, never married, and never had children~~ 
6 c. A high school graduate or hold a GED certificate with a valid driver's license.~ 
7. Licensed to operate a motor vehicle; 
~ Of good moral character, and have not been involved at any time in any act of 

moral turpitude. 

7. Delete the entirety of proposed VI-B, on pages 7 and 8, and insert new language as follows : 

!L2 Upon successful completion of her reign, Miss }favajo Nation will receive an educational 
scholarship of$7,500.00 if an undergraduate, or $15,000.00 ifa Graduate. The benefit shall 
be administered accordingly: 

1. This educational scholarship shall be paid directly to the educational institution; and, 
2. The former Miss Navajo Nation must submit proof of registration to the selected 

educational institution; or submit a 'Nritten notice four (4) months in advance to Program 
Supervisor to reserve the educational scholarship for a period of one year, if she elects 
to enroll until the following fall academic semester; and, 

}. The scholarship fund shall remain available vlithin the Office of Miss Navajo Nation's 
program budget, and reserve for a period of one year after the conclusion the former 
Miss Navajo Nation's reign; and, 

~ If there is no proof of registration, or written notice submitted to Program Supervisor 
the benefit will be deemed relinquished. This benefit is contingent upon the individual 
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24th Navajo Nation Council 
v.'ho vras Miss Navajo contiooing her education at the begin.'l:ing of the llffict academic 
semester or the quarter follo'•Wlg the conclusion of her reign; and, 

B. Miss Navajo Nation, upon successful completion of her reign, shall receive $7,500 
which may be used for post high school education expenses. 

8. On page 8, insert at line 27 the following new section: 

VII. RELINQUISHMENT OF TITLE AND CROWN 

A. Miss Navajo Nation shall relinquish her title and crown, including all benefits, gifts, 
royalties, and honors derived from the position, for any of the following reasons: 

1. If voluntarily submits a written notification to the Office of Miss Navajo Nation's 
Program Supervisor to end the title reign as Miss Navajo Nation prior to the end of 
reign year; 

2. If Miss Navajo Nation seeks another royalty title during her reign as Miss Navajo 
Nation; 

3. If Miss Navajo Nation is in violation of the Navajo Executive Personnel Policies 
and Procedures, and/or any applicable laws of the Navajo Nation; or, 

4. Any occurrence for which a candidate for Miss Navajo Nation can be disqualified 
under this Plan of Operation. 

B. In the event that Miss Navajo Nation relinquishes her title, or is unable to complete her 
term, the first runner-up to Miss Navajo Nation, if she is qualified, shall assume the 
role and responsibility as Miss Navajo Nation for the remaining term. 

Redesignate the remaining section(s). 

Thank you for providing opportunity to the Health, Education and Human Services Committee on 
the proposed amendments to the Plan of Operation for Miss Navajo Nation. 

xc Members, HEHSC 
Dana Bobroff, CLC 
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