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Fort Wingate served as the headguarters for Navajo Indian
Scouts from 1873-1890. Of the more than 100 Navajos who
served 1in the United States military during this time, 2
Navajo women, Mexicana Chiguita and Muchucha became tl
first females to serve in a combat role as women in the
United States Army. Id.

At Wingate Vocational High School in May 1942, the first
Navajo Code Talkers were recruited and sworn into the
United States Marine Corp. Martin Link, History of Fort
Wingate, Gallup Journey, October 2017, at 36, attached as
Exh: it B.

In 1926, the Charles H. Burke Vocational School was
established and subsequently became the Wingate Vocational
School and finally the Wingate High School, the then
primary high school serving Navajo youth. In 1965, Wingate
High School moved to its present location and the old site
served as the Wingate Elementary School. Id. at 34.

The education prcvided to Navajo students of Wingate High
School and Wingate Elementary School became the foundation
for gainful employment for many Navajo citizens. Fort
Wingate provided employment to Navajo people from workers
who constructed the fort in the 1800’s, to those who worked
and presently work at the schools and offices. Id. at 34-
36.

The legal description of the area proposed to be considered
for the 0ld Fort Wingate National Monument is entirely, and
exclusively under the Jjurisdiction of the Department of
Interior Bureau of Indian Affairs and falls within Tract
37. The Legal description of the area 1is as follows:
Township 14N, Rarge 16W, and portions of sections 3, 4, 9
and 10. Positioned at the southeast point of this parcel of
land 1s a benchmark installed in 1999 by the Cadastral
Survey of the Bureau of Land Management to define the
boundary between land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau
of Indian Affairs and Cibola National Forest; the Dboundary
is located at the Northwest Quarter (NW %) of Section 10,
Township 14N, Range 16W in McKinley County, New Mexico. The
proposed boundary for the 0ld Fort Wingate National
Monument begins at the 1999 benchmark and is as follows:
the southern boundary extends from the 1998 benchmark and
follows the fence-line west for 5,000 feet until it abuts
the right-of-way for State Highway 400; the western
boundary follows State Highway 400 Right-of-way for
approximately 4,400 feet north until it reaches a capped
well; the northern boundary follows a line striking due
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east for 4,800 feet until it 1intersects the established
boundary of the Cibola National Forest; and the eastern
boundary follows the fence-line from the point of
intersection 4,500 feet south to the above-defined
benchmark. The entire proposed boundary for the Fort
Wingate National Monument is approximately 495 acres. See
0ld Fort Wingate Task Force Proposed Boundary Letter and
Maps attached as Exh: it C.

Several buildings located at the 0ld Fort Wingate are
projected to be demolished thereby, erasing tangible
remains of Navajo history. Id. at 36.

Various Navajo Nation Chapters, the Eastern Navajo Agency
Council and McKinley County, New Mexico, support the
transfer of approximately 500 acres from the Bureau of
Indian Affairs to the National Park Service with the
express purpose of being used as a National Monument
devoted to the history of Fort Wingate and its military,
social, economic and cultural history of the region with a
focus on the Navajo people. See ©Navajo Nation Chapter
Resolutions, Eastern Navajo Agency Council Resolution, and
McKinley County, New Mexico Resolution attached as Exhibit
D, Exhibit E and Exhibit F, respectively.

It 1is in the Dbest interest of the Nave o Nation to
respectfully request the President of the United States,
the United States Congress, and the Department of Interior

ireau of Indian Affairs to designat the ( d Fort Wingate
as a national monument.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

A.

The Nave > Nation hereby respectft ly requests the
President of the United States, the United States Congress,
and the Department of Interior ureau c Indian Affairs to
designe =2 the Old Fort Wingate, as described above, as a
national monument to preserve the military, education, and
cultural history of the Navajo people associat 1 with the
area.

The Navajo ation hereby authorizes the President of the
Navajo Nation, the Speaker of the Navajo Nation Council,
and their designees to advocate for the ( 1 Fort Wingate to
be designated as a national monument.
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CERTIFICATION
I, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly
considered by t e Naabik’iyati’ Committee of the 23rd Navajo
Nation Council at a duly ca. 3:d meeting 1 Window Rock, Navaijo

Nation (Arizona), at which a quorum was present and 1at the
same was passed by a vote of 4 in Favor and 00 Opposed, on this

22nd day of February, 2018.
el =)k

LoRenzo C. Bates, Chairperson
Naabik’iyati’ Committee

Motion: Honorable Davis Filfred
Second: Honorable Raymond Smith, Jr.

Chairperson Bates not voting
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