
RDCAU-17-23 

RESOLUTION OF THE 
RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

of the 25th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - First Year 2023 

AN ACTION 

RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE; CONFIRMING THE 
NAVAJO NATION PRESIDENT'S APPOINTMENT OF MR. LORENZO C. BATES TO 
THE NAVAJO NATION WATER RIGHTS COMMISSION AS THE NORTHERN AGENCY 
COMMISSIONER 

BE IT ENACTED: 

SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY 

A. The Resources and Development Committee is established as a 
standing committee of the Navajo Nation Council. 2 N.N.C. § 
500 (A) . 

B. The Resources and Development Committee has legislative 
authority to grant final confirmation of appointments to the 
Navajo Nation Water Rights Commission. 2 N.N.C. § 501 (B) 
(9); GSCAP-07-04, attached as Exhibit 1. 

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS 

A. The President of the Navajo Nation is authorized to appoint 
one (1) member from the Northern ("Shiprock") Agency to the 
Navajo Nation Water Rights Commission ("NNWRC"). Exhibit 1 
(GSCAP-07-04, Exhibit A, Article 5 (C)). 

B. The President of the Navajo Nation has appointed Mr. LoRenzo 
C. Bates as the Northern Agency Commissioner of the NNWRC. 
Exhibit 2. 

C. Mr. Bates is an enrolled member of the Navajo Nation serving 
on the 20th, 21st , 22nd, and 23 rd Navajo Nation Councils. Mr. 
Bates was also the elected Speaker of the Navajo Nation 
Council from 2014 to 2019. Exhibit 3. 

D. Mr. Bates fulfills the requirements for appointment as the 
Northern Agency Commissioner of the NNWRC. Exhibit 1 (GSCAP-
07-04, Exhibit A, Article 4A and Article SC). 

E. The NNWRC Plan of Operation, attached as Exhibit 1, states; 
"Commission members representing the Navajo public shall 
serve a term of four (4) years and maybe be reappointed. The 
first appointments having been confirmed on November 19, 
2022; terms thereafter will expire on November 19 of the 
appropriate year." 
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F. It is in the best interest of the Navajo Nation that Mr. 
LoRenzo C. Bates be appointed and confirmed as the Northern 
Agency Commissioner for the Navajo Nation Water Rights 
Commission. 

SECTION THREE. APPOINTMENT 

A. The Resources and Development Committee of the Navajo Nation 
Council hereby confirms the Navajo Nation President's 
appointment of Mr. LoRenzo C. Bates to the Navajo Nation Water 
Rights Commission. 

B. Mr. Bates's appointment will begin upon confirmation by the 
Resources and Development Committee and end on November 19, 
2026, fulfilling the remainder of a three-year term as 
provided for in the NNWRC Plan of Operation. 

SECTION FOUR. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Action by the Resources and Development Committee shall take 
effect pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 189 (A). 

CERTIFICATION 

I, hereby, certify that the following resolution was duly 
considered by the Resources and Development Committee of the 25th 

Navajo Nation Council at a duly called meeting at St. Michaels, 
(Navajo Nation) Arizona, at which quorum was present and that same 
was passed by a vote of 3 in favor, 0 opposed, on this 4th day of 
August 2023. 

Motion: 
Second: 

hairperson 
Resources and Development Committee 
Of the 25th Navajo Nation Council 

Honorable Otto Tso 
Honorable Danny Simpson 
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RESOLUTION OF TIIE 
GOVERNMENT SERVICES CO~TTEE 

j 

20th .NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - Second Year, 2004 

AN ACTION 

EXHIBIT 

:1 
GSCAP-07..04 

RELATING TO THE NAVAJO NATION WATER RIGHTS COMMISSION; 
AMENDING THE PLAN OF OPERATION FOR THE NAVAJO NATION 
WATER RIGHTS COMMISSION 

BE IT ENACTED: 

The Navajo Nation hereby amends the Plan of Operation for the Navajo 
Nation Water Rights Commission, attached hereto as Exhibit "A". 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered by the 
Government Services Committee of the Navajo Nation Council at a duly called 
meeting in LeChee, Navajo Nation (Arizona), at which a quorum was present and 
that same was passed by a vote of 4 in favor and O opposed, this 14th day of April 
.2004. 

Motion: Leonard Teller 
Second: Orlanda S. Hodge 

l bt::k.::: 
Roy Laughte , Vice Chairperson 
Government Services Committee 

- .. 



AMENDMENIS 

Navajo Nation Water Rigflts Commission 

Plan of Operation 

EXH I BIT"A" 

The Navajo Nation Courx:il by Resolution CAP-39-02 established the Nawjo Nation Wm RigblsC.ommi<;sim (herein 

i:efemrllD as "Commis,5ion") in 1be F.xeaJtive Brandi of the Navajo Naticn go~ 

Artide2 Purpcx;e 

The~ ofthe~oos to mst.irethat the Wcl!errigimofthe Navajo Nation are ~pm;trd, efrectivcly 

ccadinabl, and D enhance lbecvmmunicmoo between all attities aig;:igedin ~rigbrseffa1s on tebalf ofthe 

Nav.Jjo Nation. 

Article3. Definitions 

A "ApajnajMembers" rmmsthe five (5) m.-mms oflhe~on who tcµtsetit: the Navajoaj,lic and 

are aroointed pursuant to Article S of this Plan of()mtion. 

B:C. ''Wa!r:t Righ!s'' ire.an lbe cbelopmem. 6lingani~on or sertlmientof claims inany jurisdiction and 

shall include the acquisition andd::velcpmlt of wet water. 

Arode4. l\1anber.itlip,Qu:lJific.ltiomandTennofOffire 

A 1beCorniru$ionshaJl consist of seven(7)rrembas. No le» than five (S)ofthetmnbets shall beemollcd 

m:mrers of the Navajo Tribe. l\vo of the~ sball setVe on the Comrnisial by viitlJe of the 
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EXH I B IT"A" 

pEtialtreyoccupyin theNavajogovemrreat;ooe(l)oftbe~srnll beoo;upied bytheAtmrf 

Gmnlor~ofthe Navajo Nation and one (I) of the p:sitionsSJall be occupied.by theDiredcrcrthe 

suro:,arofth:: ~ofWa11::r ~oftbeDivmiofNalural~oftbe Navajo 

govemrrent Su:b.pEtionsshall mM:full ~andai.ibootyasairel'IW"ofthe~on 

B. 1re rermining ~(5) plSilion5 shall be filled in~ with the ~l!Ur:ltpOCC$ JIOVidedin Article 5 

in fui. Plan ofO[:eration, and they shall be~ of the Navajo public reprerenting eadi of the five (5) BIA 

~agencifSon theNav.tjc>Natioo. 

C. Coolmi$ionrnemres~tbe Navajopublicshallservea tmnoffum-(4)~andnnybere-

8tJIX>inted. Toe fustlpX}intmenls baying been ronfimrooo Novmn:r 19, 2002; tmns lhgeafiqwiileg,lre 

on~ 19ofthe~ \eru". 

D. 

9-J; Inadertoensurecontinuity,atthefustmeetingoftbeC~iontbefive(S)~appoilled 

~toArticle4 sballclraw lotsfirtreir initial 1mm. twotaimsball be fi:ra~ (l) )edfpaioo, two tmns 

shallbeforatwo(2)yem-tennp::riod,andonetmnsbaJlbeforathree(3)year~ Attheconclusionof 

1bese initial tams all~ shall be a four year~ 

e£ No clectfdotlicial fiomany govemm:nt (sble, county, federal. cit' ortriblI) srall be eligible fix~ 

AJ1ideS. Appointments and Coofirmations 

A Th!Spealc:roflb! Nawjo Naticn Courril shall appoint two (2) rreml:cs; the PnsidatoftheNawjo Nation 

shall ar,-point two (2) m:mbcs; and the Oi.ief Justiceof the Navajo Natim shall agoint one (1) memh:r. 

a 1oo~ ~ ~c.omminreoftheNavajo NalionO>tmmill cmfirmtbe five(S) 

arxtjrm:rlCemmi:sioomercl:esEtprcs..atmgtheNa;:ajop!:Mi>llowmgareaxmieedatioab;'the 

~ Cemmittee oftheNavajoNalioa Council. 
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EXHIBIT"A" 

c As SOC1J aspmcticableder!l:ie~ &frmsPlan ~ the 1eree:sam Chies oftl!eNwajeNatim 

~meeteaaer,rletsietmh:reassigalhe.fiYC(5)Blt' .. ~fU'9ei smieeg~ir~ 

efmal,Jeg~asflUYicWiHSYB&etie&Aa'eEwe. SoohletdmwisgbyfleBmaehQieishaRbe 

em:IueeiOBCeeva;c myems~ TheSpealg.roftbeNavajoNationCourxilis~toappoint 

ooeQ)memrerfiom the Eac;1emAgenc;yandmeffimembernom the Fat~ Ager,;:y; the President of . 

the Navajo Natioo isassignerltoamoirtcre(l)rmnberfian tbeShipockAgencyandoneQ)rremberfiom 

theOtinie~ and theOliefJusticeoftheNavajo Nationisrmgnedro apoointomQ}tm:nbermxn the 

Wes11!mAgency. Such re:onnemtiuis n:ey beofindividuals with experien;es in. butmt limited to the iields 

ofengiJ1CC1it,g. ccorpmics.h}m>logv, natumlresoorcrs law or~ in thecaoocilyas aooblicofficial. 

D. Amtblicannouncementoflheexpirationoftherermof an Am;HnredCqmmi.mnershall bemadesixty(6>) 

clavspriqto November 19. 

Artide6. 

A To:Rc;ource;CommiUceoftbcNavajoNatic:nCooncilmay~aCanmissoo.membcr~ 

puaiantto Article4S.oolyai&:r l)p-oviiingtbatCommissi<n:rwilha mittmnoticeoftre groundir 

rerroval.2)p:ovidingan~firarespoose,mi3)appowl.oftwo-lhir<koflhefullmootcrsbi>, 1m 

removal ofaCommissioo.m:mbcrsball befirgoodcamem:has, luoot limited~ neglect of duty, 

mi9:ooductcrinabilityto«kbatgethe diiesof1be~ RcrovaloflheA11mr:yGerml<r 

S1~andDirectr<l'ruxessocoflbe Depimu:ntofWmResoorcesmmlheCommissioo.shalloc:cur 

oolywb:n theseindividua!sarererroved fianlheirttSpedive pcstioo;inamannerc:a1SStt1twith2N.N.C § 

1962(B)pet1ainmgtolheA1Jrm:<jG:!l:talmritbeNavajoPtt=erx:einEmploym:ntAl:t, lSN.N.C. §001 et 

seq.pettainingtotbeOireda:ofthel)qmtlmll:ofWaterResc:uces. 

B. \VhenaCamnissionrmnberresignsaooestttCOCI)lEtelbetmnof office&anyreasan, lhewc:antpa;iticn 

sm11 be filled in 1he S1n1emam:rprowi:d inArticle4 5 fur~pa;itions representing the Navajo p.lblic, 

powi:rl.1bath 8A)Oiutncit bythcrek:vm Brm::h Chief is rmde within 00 days of notice of the~. Y: 

tlaaeism!ff0mmEHt:"':ithin~60~1lE~Cemmilleeefthe~eNa!&lCeaeeil!ir.tllmake 

lhe~tortemJaareat!he1e1mefthe~poo4ion. TheJX)SitioosresavoofirtheAJ1.r:icw/ 
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C. 

D. 

E. 

EXH I B IT"A" 

Geaeral mrlthe Directa'ofthe O:µlrln:ent ofWarer Resoorces of the Division ofNatural .Rerouttes shall be 

filled on an interim 'oo.5is byactingpetSOrU1el tmti1 pennanentlyfilled. 

ResiQJlal]Ol)Sshall bein ~gtotheOJairpe[sgloftheComrnis5ionmrltheOlairpecyonoflhe~ 

Cormrlttee of the Navajo Natioo Council. 

The awointmentshall be rorthe balance ofthemnoftbeoosition vacated. 

If there is no appointment \lllithin said(,() days of theyagmcy, the Re;ourcec; Committee of the Navajo Nation 

Council shall make the appointment 

A The ~shall relectfromam:ingthe five (5)~ by majorityvote, a Cbairpe%sxl. and 

Vice-Olairpersoo. Neither the Attonx:yGeneralnorthe Directorofthe Dqmtr:rmofWater ~ shall 

serve in tbese capiicities. 

G.B. Coosensusshall be required to cany all official actim5 of the Coaunission, with the exception of the election of 

officas fA.ll'SW1'll: to Sub-section A above. 

Article 8. Authorities 

A The Commission shall have the following enumerated.authorities: 

1. To assess, ~veand implerrentthe NavajoNatioo's wale.rights claims to~ the~ 

ar.d ¢oritizalioo of soch clcim; ar.d devise an overall strategy fur the Nation's pursuit of such claims. 
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EX HI B IT"A" 

2 ToadviseandreporttotbePresid:ntoftbeNavajoNatioo,andResouit:esCommiaeeoftbeNavajo 

Nation Council, on the smtu5 and pogress of w.1terright5 claims, consistentwithSul>-SectionA 1 

above. 

3. TosetVe~the~pointofcontJctfurtbeNavajoNationonallm:dia,publicrelationsandpublic 

edi icatim efioos regardingwarerrigbls and shall cocxdina1e all p.iblic stare,, eots m these is.slc5. 

4. Toestablish1hepo~andpria:itiesfurthe~of1heNavajoNationWaterRigbtsOaim 

Fund 

5. To3P1XOvethe tx4,oetand expenditure of the Navajo Nation Warer Right-; Claim Fm 

6. To develop andrecommeoo to 1he Rt:SOOI'Cl'SCOlrnnittee andBudgetandFmanceCommitteesofthe 

Navajo Nation Council, the expenditure plan fur the Navajo Nation Wm RigbtsC!aimFund 

specifyingthepnx-edures rorreqtr!Stingtbe t.re of mooey:from lhe Furrl. 

7. To establish andsupeivise negotiating rearm fa-any arrlall Nav.ijo Nation waterrigbts negotiatim 

e£furts to ensureC005Sency of positions and to ma.'<imi2e su::cess ~wi!b. the Navajo Nati.on 

w.llft'Slra!egy. 

8. To enbarx:ecomzmmicaticn between the~ Navajo Natioodivi.sioo.5, O!pl[IIIali.s,~ 

~and~a::,oencies, theNav.ijop.,blicon \vaterrights mies by:prcxhx=ingpedodic 

~etle[s, fostering lhe.immxliateuseofwetwarer amoth:ractioo to preserve a-enhance Navajo 

Naticn Wat::rRighls Oaims. 

9. To cooductpublic treetingsbeariag; to seekarrlreceive ~ from the Navajo p.iblic oo waterrigbls 

mies. 

10. To n:corrm:::rrlresolutioos er legislation to tbe &:soottes Committee or other Standing Committees of 

the Navajo Nation Coorcl to enhance the Navajo NaticnJXl'iitioo on water rights clairn5. 
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E X H I B I T "A" 

11. Toacqxsuchruiesandregulations including, m!eting}XOCeduresas it deems~ mxlproperfor 

the orderly and efficient conduct of meeting; and business. 

12 To ~e pet1inentc:ontracl5, employment. and persoonel, inclu:ling the hiring of specialistslexpetts 

and Olb!rpersoooeI provided for in ire Warer Rigbls Clakns Fuoos. 

B. The Comrnis9on shall have all necessary and pi:qierauthorities to implement and cany outthepuqn;es set 

f011h in Article 2 above. 

Article9. Ml'Pfino- Notice, and Quorum ReimlJurnementofE.'l)eflS€5 

A Official Meetings 

1. Regularrneetings. TheCommission sballmeetat le:i.5tcn:e a rronth. Regulartre!tiru?s shall be ll!ld 

thesecondThutsdavof evervmonth. C'ornmi$ionmembets need.not be i:cysic:illyp:eseritatthe 

regular meetings forp.lllXJS§ of establishing aCjl.IOOJil1 butffiID! saall atteDdandoortjciJ.xl1e regHlar" 

meetings eiectrooically relephonically fa goodcru.r;e ifnot physica1Iy~ 

2. Special ~gs. Special rrmingsmay be called byth!Cbailperson of the ~on 

Commission members need not be physically present at the special.meetings forptltX)SfS of 

estlblishing aguonm butm1saall attendandm:tjciootespl'3ialmeeting5 e1ectronieally 

telephonicallv if not Ifiysically present 

3. Quarterly Public Meetings. The Commis.sionsball corxluct at le3Stonce ina quarterameetingv.bere 

the Navajo general public may {Xt)viderecorrnn:ndatio on the Navajo watet-rights mies. Such 

twlic meetings shall rotate aimng the five agencies on a quarterly l:a5is. 

4. Emagency Meetings. The C~on mayccnducterragency meetings on orofftr.e Navajo 

N:ition witha.Jt Erior twenty-fuur(24) hourootice. 

B. Notice ofMeetings 
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EXH I B IT"A" 

l. Unless a meeting date and time is established atlbe ajg;Cbrnrnmon rreeting.Nnclic:e of meeting; 

struingtbe date and time, p1ace andagendashall bepope:dy aclli$edto each Commis.sionmember. 

2 Notice is deemed waivedbythe Commission membeis attaxfing1hemeetingin vmich the next 

meeting date and time is established. 

~ To call an ~meeting, the Oiairposonrm;t~ whether an eue.geucy exists. Fut1ber, 

tbememresoftbeCommis5ion~attm:ling1hemeetingwill c.bcurmltthe exisl:en:e of such 

~ initsmeetingminulesand resolutions. 

4. Notices of qµarterlypublic meetinQS shall be provided 1hroordl public media(e.!Z. radio and'cr 

~)atlea.51:twoweckstriorto tbecprterlypmlicmeeting. 

,C:,:.D. \.AJ!lllUl.:,:,,IUll r-· ,-._-:......:-- Actioos. All~actions of the Commission shall belakenbywrittenresolutiooduly 

E. 

certified by the presiding officer. Suduesoluti011S shall be oosed llp'.)n cmsensus of the Commission~ 

as povid::d in Article 7 Q3 aoove. 

Nation Council andoalyC'emrnmoaer.s appointedpuamto Article F sballbe eotrp![lSaled $200.00 forEBCh 

dayofofficia! eemma;immeeting5, 1M1enphysica!ly_pEeSe!1tatSld£hmeetmg. 

~.E. Mnutes arulResolutions. Access to minutes of meetings andresohllioas of the Commis.5ion, and.all other 

recotds oftbe Comrnissionshall. be govaned by the Navajo NaticnPriwcy Act, 2 N.N.C Seetioo..§§ 81, etseq. 

ArticlelO.- Reimbursement and Stipends 
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A 

B. 

C 

EXH I B IT"A" 

The Commission members shall be rcimrursedadllal andrearonable expenses at the rate approved for 

merrres oftbe Navajo Nation Couml \\lhen phwically ortelephonicallypresent at all meetings. as definedin 

Article 9 and occasions a,:; defined in Article 10(0. 

AppointedCommissioo.member.;sballbecompemaredupto$250.00fureechee.•efofficialCommi.s.5ion 

meetmQs as specified in Article 9 when physically a-telephonicallypresent at such meetings. 

Am,inted COIDitGOO members may be compematedup to $250.00 wbenphysicallycresentatnegotiations, 

courthearing.5, public meetings, and other such occasions amqyed by the Cornrni$ioo or~ furtbe 

execution of the Commission's rurposeas specified in Article 2 

The Navajo De1mnmofWa1erResomt:es shallprovideadministtative suwcrttotheCornmission mrtil &.!Ch timeac; 

the Commission hires a Commission staff: 

Attached to this Plan ofOperatiooas ''Bdnbit l" is an agmizaliooal chart that depids oow1be Cor:nmis&on is integrated 

into the Navajo Nationgovemme.ntalS1ruCl:llre. 

Artide¼2. 13. Amendments to the Plan of Operation 

ThisPlanofOperatim(includingtheOrganmmonal amt) mrybe amerr:bifiom m to tirre bylbeGovemment 

ServicesCommitteeoflbeNavajoNationCouncilupcntherecomrmldationoftbeResourcesComrnitteeoftbeNavajo 

N.itionand the Navajo Nation Warer Rights Comrnmon 
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The Navajo Nation DR.Buu NYGRENPnEs10Erur 
Yideeskq~di Nitsahakees RICHELLE MONTOYA VICE PRESIDENT 

LoRenzo C. Bates 
P.O. Box 
Fruitland, NM 87416 

May 3, 2023 

Re: Appointment to the Navajo Water Rights Commission 

Dear Mr. Bates, 

EXHIBIT 

2.. 

I am pleased to appoint you to the Navajo Water Right Commission representing the Northern 
Agency. I am confident you have the background, experience and education to represent the 
interests of this Administration on this Commission. This appointment is subject to confirmation 
by the Resources and Development Committee of the Navajo Nation Council. 

I appreciate your desire to serve the Navajo Nation and the Navajo People. If there are any 
questions, please contact Patrick Sandoval, Chief of Staff at (928) 871-7244. 

• AhthJ' t(Jli 
D:ZuN#iren,P,L!: § 

.ill 

THE NAVAJO NATION 

Post Office Box 7440 • Window Rock, Arizona 86515 • Phone: (928) 871-7000 • Fax: (928) 871-4025 
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May 1, 2023 

President Buu Nygren 

LoRenzo Chee Bates 
P.O.Box 

Fruitland, New Mexico 87416 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT & VICE-PRESIDENT 
P. 0. Box 7440 
Window Rock, AZ 86515 

RE: APPOINTMENT TO THE WATER COMMISSION 

Honorable President; 

EXHIBIT 

3 

I am very honored to submit this letter to notify you of my interest to serve on the Water 
Commission. If selected, I will certainly carry out my duties to its fullest, and will certainly represent 
your administration with high honor and respect. 

I've enclosed my resume, and upon reviewing, you will find that my background experience and 
knowledge will certainly help your administration with the water issues that the Navajo Nation is 
facing at this time. 

Thank you. 

/W~th~~~ 
~\'-?} . 

LoRenzo C. Bates 



LoRenzo Chee Bates 

OBJECTIVE: To be appointed to Navajo Nation Water Commission 

EXPERIENCE & WORK HISTORY: 

2019-2023 Retirement 

• Ranching and farming activities 
• Advisor to Navajo Nation "enterprise", state and federal officials only when called upon 

2015-2019 23RD Navajo Nation Council Delegate 

• Navajo Nation Council Speaker 
• Head of the Legislative Branch, Legislative Branch Programs and presided over the 

Naabi'kiyati' Committee and Council Sessions 
• Carried out administrative duties of the Office of the Speaker 
• Representing T'iistoh Sikaad, Nenahnezad, Upper Fruitland, Tse' Daa' Kaan, Newcomb, 

San Juan Chapters 

2011-2015 22N° Navajo Nation Council Delegate 

• Representing T'iistoh Sikaad, Nenahnezad, Upper Fruitland, Tse' Daa' Kaan, Newcomb, 
San Juan Chapters 

• Navajo Nation Council Speaker-April 1, 2014 to January 13, 2015 

• Head of the Legislative Branch, Legislative Branch Programs and presided over the 
Naabi'kiyati' Committee and Council Sessions 

• Carried out administrative duties of the Office of the Speaker 
• Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee 
• Chairman of the Navajo Nation Retirement Committee 
• Chairman of the Navajo Nation Council Gaming Task Force - New Mexico Gaming 

Compact 
• Member of the Navajo Times Shareholder Committee 
• Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee's Navajo Nation Indirect Cost Sub-

committee 
• Member of the Navajo Nation Investment Committee 
• Chairman of the Sacred Sites Committee as Speaker 
• Chairman of the Energy Task Force as Speaker 
• Sponsor of various legislations 

2007-2011 21st Navajo Nation Council Delegate 

• Representing Upper Fruitland Chapter, Navajo Nation (New Mexico) 
• Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee 
• Sponsor of various legislations 
• Chairman of the Navajo Nation Retirement Committee 
• Member of the Navajo Nation Investment Committee 

1 



LoRenzo Chee Bates 

• Member Navajo Nation State Task Force (New Mexico) 
• Member 2011 Transition Task Force 
• Navajo Oil and Gas Shareholder Representative for Budget and Finance Committee 
• Navajo Engineering and Construction Authority Board of Director 
• Member of the New Mexico Reapportionment Task Force 

2003-2007 Navajo Nation Council Delegate 

• Representing Upper Fruitland Chapter, Navajo Nation (New Mexico) 
• Member of Ethics and Rules Committee 
• Chairman of Ethics and Rules Committee 
• Sponsor of various legislations 
• Member Navajo Nation Council Reorganization Task Force 
• Navajo Oil and Gas Representative for Ethics and Rules Committee 

2001-2003 Agricultural Consultant Services, Self-Employment 

• Agricultural Consultant work with the Country of Mexico 

1996-2001 General Manager, Navajo Agricultural Products Industry (NAPI}. Farmington. NM 

• Responsible for $26-32 million annual revenue 
• Reduced operating cost of S2.4 million for 1998-1999 
• Developed market accessibility for NAPI products nationally and internationally 
• Successfully embarked on federal Legislation appropriation of s25.5M for continued 

development of NIIP Project 
• Total increase of s3.2 million for Operation and Maintenance for Fiscal Years 1997, 1998 

and 1999 
• Developed and have maintained positive dialogue with New Mexico State Legislatures, 

Federal, Congressional and the Navajo Nation Council 
• Pursued Potato Processing Facilities at NAPI 
• Negotiation of Growing and Factory Ventures for future Potato Processing Facilities 
• Successfully lobbied the New Mexico State Legislature to allow Indian Tribes accessibility 

to the New Mexico State Finance Authority Bond Financing 
• Successfully completed Navajo Nation Council approval of Navajo Agricultural Products 

Industry Plan of Operation 
• Obtained approval for continued development of Blocks 8, 9, 10 and 11 with initial 

development Block 8 (13,000 acres). Increasing total acres to 110603 to be developed 
• Development of NAPI Truck Stop Facilities, which opened October 7, 1999 
• Reduced electricity by 50% through the use ofWAPA power 
• Introduction of Section 17 Federal Charter for NAPI 
• Recognition in National Published Industry magazine: Vegetable Grower as Vegetable 

Grower of the Year 
• Developed 5-year, 10 year and 15 year added value facilities in conjunction with future NIIP 

development and global marketing strategies 

2 



LoRenzo Chee Bates 

1992-1996 Farm Operations Director for NAPI. Farmington, New Mexico 

• Directly responsible for all farming and productions on 45,000/50,ooo acres, 23 
departments, including all related purchases and capital acquisitions, within the confines 
of a limited capital budget and maintaining an annual budget of approximately $23M 

• Insured that all farming operations are completed correctly and timely to achieve the best 
possible crop yield and quality and therefore profitability 

• Developed agronomy crop management plans for each crop 
• Developed 5-year, 10 year and 15-year cropping plans in conjunction with future Block 

Development and global marketing strategies 
• Focused on increasing knowledge of personnel by providing workshops, safety seminars, 

etc. for approximately 400 employees 
• Established cost saving programs in excess of $1,000,000 
• Introduced new technology to increase efficiency for maximum production 

1986-1992 Livestock Director, NAPI. Farmington, New Mexico 

• Developed feeding program to utilize by-products (potatoes, onions, pumpkins, squash, 
etc.) to achieve lower competitive costs of gain, thereby attracting additional customers 
and allowing a benefit from both sale of ration and increased customer clientele 

• Developed program for employees to increase their knowledge of the industry by sending 
them to training programs, seminars and packing plants, thereby, enhanced employee's 
morale and also able to attain a low employee turn-over 

• In cooperation with the United States Forestry Service, the Navajo Nation Tribal Resource 
Department and NAPI were able to retain grazing privileges on the Peaks Ranch in 
Flagstaff, Arizona by providing cattle and also able to return a profit NAPI. This venture 
also established a partnership with the Navajo Nation by owning at least 50% of cattle 
thus, minimizing the risk to NAPI 

• Increased marketing and purchasing of cattle nationally and internationally. Enhancing 
NAPI as recognizable and competitive source to the industry. 

• Recognized in two (2) nationally published magazines: C.A.L.F. Cattle Feeder News 
concerning America's Livestock Good News Health, Norden Laboratories 

• Established solid clientele in Cattle Purchasing field in the following states and country: 
The Navajo Nation, New Mexico, Utah, Arizona, Colorado, Texas, Oklahoma, California, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, and the Country of Mexico 

• Established solid clientele in the Cattle Marketing Field, Monfort of Colorado, Greeley, 
CO, Iowa Beef Processors, Amarillo, TX, Excel Corporation, Wichita, KS, Karler Packing, 
Albuquerque, NM, Sunland Beef, Phoenix, AZ and International Market of Mexico 

1982-1986 Feed yard Foreman. NAPI. Farmington, NM 

• Supervision of Feed Crew, Pen Riders, processing crew, maintaining accurate records of all 
cattle movement, i.e. in/out, pen changes. 

• Developed health programs to minimize death loss in cooperation with producers-based 
availability of acreage by working in conjunction with Regional Farm Managers 
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LoRenzo Chee Bates 

1976-1982 Cattle Manager, NAPI. Farmington, NM 

• Responsible for cow/calf operation (500 head) 
• Breeding, health programs, marketing of calves' selection and purchasing of replacement 

heifers and bulls, maintaining records, planning and established Cow Camp Feed yard in 
preparation for expansion of livestock program 

• Developed the Health-Processing-Receiving Program of Cow Camp feed yard 
• Established program for animals received from Joint-Use Area livestock 
• Supervised 5-10 employees 

1975-1976 Cattle Foreman, NAPI. Farmington, NM 

• Supervised the training of CETA personnel employed by NAPI in preparation for 
integrated livestock program 

EDUCATION: . 

Associates of Science Degree, Dixie College, St. George, Utah 
Bachelor of Science Degree, Utah State University, Logan, Utah 
High School Diploma, Navajo Methodist Mission School, Farmington, NM 

AFFILIATIONS/REFERENCES: 

New Mexico Cattle Growers Association 
Texas Cattle Feeders Association-Director 
National Cattlemen's Association-Director 
Federal Lands Committee Member 
Resolutions Committee Member 
Dine' College New Campus Board of Directors-Member 
San Juan Dine River Water Users-Board Member, Vice-President 
Huerfano Cattlemen's Association-Secretary/Treasurer 
Colorado River Water Users Association, Director 
Upper Fruitland Community Land Use Planning Committee, President 
Upper Fruitland Chapter Representative for Governmental Reform 
Who's Who in Agriculture 
Visionary Entrepreneurs of Agriculture Recipient 
Navajo Nation Oil & Gas Shareholder, Representative for Ethics and Rules Committee (2003-2007) 
Navajo Nation Oil & Gas Shareholder, Representative for Budget and Finance Committee (2007-
2014) 
Navajo Times Shareholder Committee (2011-2014) 
Navajo Nation Rodeo Cowboys Association (NNRCA) 
United States Team Roping Championships (USTRC) 
Dixie College Rodeo Team 
Upper Fruitland Fairgrounds Committee Member (Revitalized Upper Fruitland Annual Rodeo) 
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RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
25th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 

FIRST YEAR 2023 

ROLL CALL 
VOTE TALLY SHEET 
{CONSENT AGENDA) 

LEGISLATION #0161-23: AN ACTION RELATING TO RESOURCES AND 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE; CONFIRMING THE NAVAJO NATION 
PRESIDENT'S APPOINTMENT OF MR. LORENZO C. BATES TO THE 
NAVAJO NATION WATER RIGHTS COMMISSION AS THE NORTHERN 
AGENCY COMMISSIONER. Sponsor: Honorable Rickie Nez Co-Sponsor: 
Honorable Brenda Jesus 

Date: August 04, 2023 - Special Meeting (St. Michaels, Arizona) 
Location: Navajo Nation Land Department- 2B Taylor Road, Building #8966 - St. Michaels, 

Arizona. 

Consent Agenda Motion: 

M: Otto Tso S: Danny Simpson 
In Favor: Rickie Nez; Danny Simpson; Otto Tso 
Opposition: None 
Excused: Shawna Ann Claw 
Not Voting: Brenda Jesus, Chairperson 

onorable Brend Jes , Chairperson 
Resources and Deve opment Committee 

RodneyL.T, Legislative Advisor 
Office of Legislative Services 
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