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(ii) Scope of Review: (I) Questions of Law—the United
States circuit court shall review de novo any
questions of law under clause (i). (II) Findings of
Fact—the United States circuit court shall review
findings of fact under clause (1) using clearly
erroneous standard.

Judicial Review in criminal actions—any criminal action brought
under section 518 with respect to surface cocal mining or
reclamation operations on Indian reservation lands shall be
brought in: (i) the United States District Court for the District
of Columbia; or (ii) the United States District Court in which
the criminal activity 1s alleged to have occurred. I

An amendment of the SMCRA of 1977, by removing the Jjudicial
review over trioal courts would be in the best interest of the
Navajo Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

A.

The Navajo Nation requests an amendment to Section 710 (Jj) (4) of
the Surface ning Control and Rec¢ amation Act of 1977, Pub. L.
109-432, ena 2d December 20, 2006, to remove the judicial review
provi¢ »n over tribal court decisions.

The Navajo Nation hereby authorizes the Navajo Nation President,
the Navajo Nation Speaker, the Navajo Nation Chief Justice and
their designees, to advocate for the amendment to the Surface
Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977, Section 710 (j) (4).

CERTIFICA" )N

hereby, certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered

by the Naabik’iyati’ Committee of the 23" Navajo Nation Council at a
duly called meeting in Window Rock, ivajo Nation (Arizona), at which
a quorum was present and that the same was passed by a vote of 11 in
Favor, and 00 Opposed, on this 13" day of October 2016.

=

LoRenzo C. Bates, Chairperson
Naabik’iyati’ Committee

Motioned: Honorable Davis Filfred
Second : Honorable Peterson Yazzie

(Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. $§700 (d), Two members from each committee)
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