





















































Proposed name change

Deidra Williams <deidrawms@yahoo.com>
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Torcomments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Cceditor@navajotimes.com <editor@navajotimes.com>;

1 attachment

Name change - PLW.docx;

I am writing in reference to the proposed name change by the Navajo Nation Council. I have considered the
vatious perspectives and arguments about this issuc and many concerns emerge about changing the name from Navajo
Nation to the Diné Nation. Please consider my stance on keeping the name as is based on the current definition,
historical context, and cultural considerations.

According to the Navajo Dictionary, the current definition of Din¢ is often limited to the reference of the men or
male gender. For example, Dié ayos naalnish (A hard working man) or Doo lado’ Diné nineezdah (I'he man is tall). This
current definition does not fully capture the cultural context and its intended meaning. During Hajznes (the emergence),
we were identified as Nahokaa’ Diné’é and not merely Diné. Nabokaa’ Diné’¢ is considered any breathing being on this
carth. Also during Hajines, it 1s said that the Navajo started to plan corn and they would tend to their cornfield each
day. Navajo can also mean hard worker.

Many vears ago, my parents Paul and Lorena Williams of Steamboat took a landmark case to the United States
Supreme Court (Williams vs. Lee). This landmark case set a prece :nt for Navajo and Native American sovereignty.
The following has been documented about this case, “The Williams v. Lee (1959) United States Supreme Court case
signified the legal resurgence of Native America in Federal Indian Law and in particular, the renaissance ¢  the Indian
sovereignty doctrine, inherent tribal sovereignty...” (Ball, 2010). I am sharing this ecause my parents experienced
hardship during this time and relied on traditional or cultural beliefs. My Nali man, a well-known medicine man,
performed Hoghooji during this time. He would always encourage my parents that everything would be fine. He would
say the opposition might have monetary resources, but we (as a people) would always have our powerful prayers.

ring the ceremony, he would pray using the words Nahokaa’ Diné’é nijglt (we are). My parents eventually prevaile
and won the case with su  prayers and support.

I share these stories because it’s important to consider the historical and linguistic context of how we self-
identified and how our elders/medicine people referred to us. If the current NN counc  wants to spend money and
resources on this issue then this is a prc lem. I strongly believe such resources and funding can be allocated to other
pressing issues in our communities (i.e., a referendum election on regionalization, education, etc.).

Respecttully,

Paul Williams Jr. & family
Steamboat, AZ












February 13", 2017
From: Joe Kwok Sing Wong, #5#H [F /%
To: Executive Director, Office of Legislative Service, P.O. Box 3390, Window Rock, AZ. 86515

NEW NAME FOR THE NAVAJO NATION
By: Joe Kwok Sing Wong. February 13" 2017

I am Joe Kwok Sing Wong ¥ tH [E 5. | speak English # 3, Mandarin [E#5, Cantonese & % 55 and Hoi-san &
ti&% and studied Russian {3 in 1968 at NAU b IEF S AR M 32 A%, In 1980, | studied the Hopi Language in
Dr. Malotki‘s class at NAU | discovered | knew the meaning of individual syllable of many of the Hopi words,
because they are similar to Chinese words. Later, | discovered | knew the meaning of the individual syllable of
many of the English words. In 1983 | wrote my book A Discovery Of The Ancient Common Language And A
New Method Of Teaching English T3t 5 58 2 ¥ I BF VLIS and copy-righted it in The Library Of
Congress. You can find my book in the Cline Library at NAU, and the Language Department of NAU.

The Navajo Nation wanted to replace the old name “Navajo Nation” to “Dine’ Nation”. | think it is a very good
idea, because the name Navajo was the Spanish people gave to the indians who stole their horses. Na
means that one 7§, Va means horse as Ma in Chinese, % Jo in Spanish, letter 1 is pronounced as letter h, so
it is Ho. Ho in Chinese and English is hold ffii , which means steal. You want to change it to “Dine’ Nation”. |
don’t know how you pronounce Dine’. in 1974, | knew a White man who married a Navajo woman, so he
knew some Navajo words. He told me that the Navajo people call themselves Dinan. So, Dine’ is Dinan. In the
Ancient Common Language t{C3LiE 58 itis “The Noun” in English. In Mandarin it is “ The #] Noun BE” (in
musical note is fa). You know the meaning The ¥]. Noun £ means able to do, can do. | want to use letter M as

Mandarin, C as Cantonese and H as Hoi-san language.

| want to make a suggestion. You should change the name to “Hozonne Nation”. In the 1980s | bought a
Navajo language book from NAU. it was blue color cover and has a small silver color Navajo man at bottom of
the cover. | found the word Hozonne 473 WE in the book, which means very nice and very good. The White
man who married a Navajo woman had also told me Hozonne means very nice very good. in my Ancient
Common Language i /43LiE 5 58, Ho (H)&F means very much and a lot. Zon(H) 3 means very nice and very
good. If you see a painting it is very good to you, you say “Zone”. If you sing a song that is very good you say
“Zone”. The English word singing a Song, “Song” ¥ means very good and very nice in my Ancient Common
Language. Ne(H)# means here is. Same as English word “near”. Ne(H) & means here is , Ar(H) f means are.
Hozonne I 3% We three words are also in Chinese and have the same meanings as in Navajo and as in
Chinese. Ho(H)%f Zon(H)3 Ne(H)¥E three words have inflection up and down and sounded very good and
better than “Dine’ Nation” . “Hozonne Nation” means A Very Nice Nation. A Very Good Nation. “Dine’ Nation”
Di(M)f] means this, Ne’ (M)#E means The Able to do, can do. Dine’ Nation means Able To Do Nation, Can do
Nation. The word Nation has not been translated yet. You have to translate it in to Navajo language. In
Chinese Hoi-san Language {3 LL15% “Nation” and “Country” is Gog [E. In Chinese “Dine’ Nation” is “The (M) [t]
Noun(M) fiE Gog(H)E": “Hozonne Nation” is “Ho (H) 4 Zon(H)3¥ Ne(H) A Gog(H)E “. These are my
suggestions and thank you for your consideration and times.

Very truly, Joe Kwok Sing Wong. 35 H [H &




PERSONAL HISTORY OF JOE KWOK SING WONG. 2016 12 01
HHEREME, PEMWLSURE B AZ I, SRS EZ RSB CEE.

Mr. Joe Kwok Sing Wong 2717 N. Ellen Street, Flagstaff AZ 86004-3620, U.S.A. Please send me Email in English or Chinese : wongjoeksnmusa
@yahoo.com . Cell phone: 575 418 1024.SSAN: Height: 5'4", Weight: 150 Ibs. Health: good health, left eye is a lazy eye. Born: April, 1940 in Taishan
County ( Hoy San), Guang Dong Province China. Citizenship: Naturalized citizen of the United States on July 10, 1967 Marital status: single. Sex: male
.Language Skills: I speak English, Mandarin, Cantonese and Taishanese, | had studied Russian in 1968 and studied American Hopi Indian language in
1980, at Northern Arizona University. Thc professor was Dr.Ekkehart Malotki. I discovered the Ancient Common Language when I was studying Hopi
language. X & i 4 0. H 5, B8 K EF M 4 15T read and write both English and Chinese. £ € %5 52 S+ 3. Educations: I received my Chinese
Education from Hong Kong Tak Ming Middie School. #5818} # % | attended the Seventhday Adventist Church in Kowloon Hong Kong from 1958 to
1960. I shook hands with Dr. Harry Miller. I graduated from Northern Arizona University b 95 #1| £ # 44 3 X% in May 1971 with degree B.S. in Business
Administration and majoring in accounting. I had taken electronic courses: AC and DC, Transistor circuits, Digital Computer Theory. I am electronically
inclined and I know theory of radio. I had built two sets of radio in Hong Kong in the 1950s

Specialties: 1. My U.S. Civil Service rating was GS5 97.0 in 1971, included five points for military service. I had taken a U.S. Civil service examination for
accountant/ auditor GS 5, in the city hall of Glendale California in 1972. My score was 85.0. five points veterans preference included. I served the U.S. Army
(Mar.62- Mar. 64) with the rank of Sp/4.and security Clearance: "Secret”.

2. When | was in the U.S. Army in 1962 and 1963, I wrote The Song Of A Free Man and Praise The Rivers And Mountains Of China. These two essays
inspired the cease-fire between Jin Mon and the Mainland China. . B 11 A 2 ORI oh B U 27, {8 & FIA0 K BE S 1E 488 South Vietnam President Ngo Dinh
Diem % B % went to Taiwan. He saw Taiwan and Mainland China were peacefully co-existing. He personally brought my essays, The Song Of A Free Man
and Praise The Rivers And Mountains Of China, back to South Vietnam F§#8. He wanted South Vietnam to be peacefully co-exists with the Communists.
Unfortunately, the U.S. Government wanted big war. Both he and his brother Ngo Dinh Nhu5: 22 were assassinated on November 2™ 1963  aring the
Vietnam War, my essays The Song Of A Free Man H B A 2 #kand Praised The Rivers And Mountains Of China™ B 1 5] were used in school text books
in South Vietnam for memorial of President Ngo Dinh Diem. My Praise The Rivers And Mountains Of China 4 [H{f 114l was made into government
document of China, and is on display with my photo in the Great Hall Of People in China. A & A 425,
3. In the 1960s and 1970s the CIA was interested in me to work for President Nixon in his White House, because of my language Skills. Unfortunately FBI
agent Larry Yokoyama was a spy MiF#i1L, he played my double finger-printed as me went inside Nixon’s White House and planted the bug. He was
arrested by CIA agent Silva Goddrigd and put him in jail. He said: “I am Agent Larry, Little Joe Wong did it.” The guard released him and the guard was fired.
CNN in program The Last Day Of Nixon showed FBI Agent Larry Yokoyama got out of jail. He was wearing a dark color plastic frame eye glasses and said:
“ I am Agent Larry, Little Joe Wong did it.” In 1972, I was only a bartender of the Kumquat Tree Restaurant in Sierra Vista Arizona. FBI Agent Larry
Yokoyama was stationing in Fort Huachuca Arizona and he was a spy and the FBI did not know about it until 2001, when the FBI was trying to arrest FBI
Agent Larry Yokoyama in California. He escaped but the FBI found Agent Larry Yokoyama’s record keeping book which he kept record of what he did and
where he collected the money. The FBI has proof that FBI Agent Larry Yokoyama was a spy. CIA Agent Silva Goddrigd said: “People from Taiwan helped
FBI Agent Larry Yokoyama went back to Hawaii by boat under-cover of darkness.” In 2005, the FBI in California arrested FBI Agent Larry Yokoyama in
California. He was carrying five driver’s Licenses in my identity. California, Arizona, Colorado, Illinois and Washington D C, and a real U S Pass Port in my
identity. But all were in his photos. Agent Larry was still playing my double. He told the FBI : *“ I am Arizona Joe Wong.” ( my CIA code-name.). I had given
my photo to the FBI , so the FBI knew Agent Larry Yokoyama was playing my double. The FBI discovered FBI Agent Larry Yokoyama was playing my
double and using my identity, went to China through Canada and sold U S Government secrets to China, Taiwan and Hong Kong for more than forty-one
years. FBI Agent Larry Yokoyama insisted that | was the spy. The FBI asked him: “ Joe Wong is only a Chinese cook and was working in a Chinese kitchen.
Where did Joe Wong get all those U S Government secrets?” Agent Larry Yokoyama said: “ He goes to the library and got it from the library.” The FBI
poured water into Agent Larry Yokoyama’s nose and killed him. His wife, two sons, two wives of the two sons , three grandsons, one granddaughter and his
brother Michael Yokoyama K% ## L1 were all disappeared. 1 found a Michael Yokoyama in Japan through the Internet. He is living in Japan but 1 cannot
prove he is the brother of FBI Agent Larry Yokoyama or not. In 1972, FBI Agent Larry Yokoyama stole my U S Army Dog Tags and my U S Army
DD256A Honorable Discharge paper and gave it to President Nixon and told him that they were found in the White House and proved that I was working in
the White . President Nixon came out on television and showing my U S Army Dog Tags and U S Army DD256A Honorable Discharge Paper and said that
they were found in the White House and proved that I was a spy working inside the White House. President Nixon was asked * Where is Little Joe Wong
now?” President Nixon said: “ He went back to China now.” CIA Agent Silva Goddrigd said: * People from Taiwan gave Agent Larry Yokoyama a
counterfeit copy of my U S Pass Port and Agent Larry Yokoyama used it to go to China.” This proved that Taiwan People were involved in the Watergate
scandal to harm President Nixon. Therc was another FBI Agent Patsy Lopez harmed President Nixon. In the 1950s Patsy Lopez’s father was in South Korea
and Patsy Lopez was with his father when she was seven or eight years old. Taiwan People sent her to Hong Kong to learn to speak Mandarin. After her father
and her came back to the United States. She graduated from Socorro High School in New Mew Mexico, and then joined the FBI. In 1972 she went in and out
of the Nixon White House because she had a brother-in-law was working inside the White House since Nixon was President. In the 1970s she received a large
sum of money from a man from Taiwan. Her father built thirty unites of apartments across from New Mexico Technical College. She might have told
President Nixon untrue stories. In 2004, when she was walking out of a Chinese Restaurant in San Bernardino California. someone walked close to her and
shot her head three times. She died. CIA officer Larry Wu Tai Chin 8 F] 4 4 {2 was a Chinese spy for more than thirty years. The FBI did not know about it
until 1985 when a Chinese Chief of Security Office Yu Qian Cheng deflected to the U S Government in 1985. He told the FBI that Larry Wu Tai Chin ]
F| 4K £ ( 08-12-1922 to 02-21-1986.)was a spy for more than thirty years. The FBI arrested Larry Wu Tai Chin and sent him to court. He was trialed in
1986 and was waiting for a verdict. Larry Wu Tai Chin committed suicide by putting a plastic bag around his neck. When he was not caught by the FBI from
1972 to 1985. he told the FBI that I ( Joe Kwok Sing Wong) # 1 [B/B was a Chinese spy but the F B I did not believe him. So, | was harmed by FBI Agent
Larry Yokoyama BRF|#&1L, FBI Agent Patsy Lopez #[G4#thand CIA Officer Larry Wu Tai Chin )& A &. Fortunately the FBI said that I was a
Chinese cook working in a Chinese kitchen, cannot be a spy because there is no U S Government secrets in a Chinese kitchen. In June 1989, someone played
my double went to China. Chinese People gave him a welcome party. I was cooking for Mr .Gin Jue A% in his Vagabond Restaurant in Socorro New
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NAVAJO NATION DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

ETHEL B. BRANCH RODGE| K T. BEGAY
ATTORNEY GENERAL DEPUTY A1 TORNEY GENERAL

MEMORANDUM

To: Honorable Kee Allen Begay, Jr.

Council Delegate
Navajo Nation Coungi

From: @Q//

%31 Spr  an, Assistant Attorney General
igation and Employment 'nit
Nav: ) Nation Department of Justice

Date: April 14,2017

Subject: Effect of Name Change to Diné Nation on Federal Statutes and Treaties

I am responding to yc ' request for a written statement on the Department of Justice’s
views on the legal effect of changing the official name of the Nation to the Diné Nation.

A change to the name of the Nation will not affect binding legal obligations of the United
States government to the Nation recognized in the Treaty of 1850 and Treaty of 1868. The
Nation remains the government who entered into 1e treaties regardless of the official name it
uses. In fact, the two treaties refer to the “Navajo Tribe of Indians,” and therefore the current
official name, Navajo Nation, is: ‘eady different than the one referenced in the treaties.

Further, a change in name will in no way end or otherwise negatively affect federal
obligations under any statute. Sever: tribal nations around the United States have changed their
names, and the United States has recognized such name changes through its official list of
federally-recognized tribes, including the Tohono O’Odham Nation and Ohkay Owingeh. In the
2016 list, the BIA simply indicates the former name in parenthesis after the new name the tribal
nation wishes to be called. See 2016 List (Attached as Exhibit A). The same tribal rights and
federal responsibilities set out in statutes remain despite any official name change.

Also, there is no effect on the federally-registered trademarks the Nation currently owns
which use the word “Navajo.” Those trademarks will remain the property of the Nation or its
specific ent  rise or corporation, and any official name change will not affect them. Further, if
the Nation does change its n e, it could also seek to register trademarks for products and
services that use the words “Diné” or “Diné Nation.”

P.O. Box 2010 ® Window Rock, Navajo Nation (AZ) 86515 @ (928)871-6492/6347/6210 ® FAX No. (928)871-6177




Memorandum to: Honorable Kee Allen Begay, Jr.

RE: Effect of Name Chai e to Diné Nation on Federal Statutes and Treaties
April 14, 2017

Page 2 of 2

In summary, there shor 1 be no federal law concerns in changing the name. Please let
me know if you have any further questions.

Xc:  Members of the 23™ Navajo  ition Council

Ethel Bra
Attorney ral
Office of the Attorney General

Rc erick Begay
Deputy Attorni  General
Office of the Attorney General

Karis Bega
Counsel
Office of the President and Vice-President

Levon Henry
Chief Legislative ( 1nsel
Office « Legislative Counsel




























RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
23rd NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL

SECOND YEAR 2016

COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Speaker,

The RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE to whom has been
assigned:

Legislation # 0395-16: An Action Relating to Law and
Order, Naabik’Iyati Committees and the Navajo Nation
Council; Amending 2 N.N.C. §501 and Adding Section 2
N.N.C. §503. Sponsor: Honorable Jonathan L. Hale;
Co-Sponsor: Norman Begay

Has had it under consideration and reports a DO PASS with no
amendments

And thereafter referred the matter to Health, Education, and
Human Services Committee.

Respectfully submitted,

Benjamin Bennett, Vice-Chairperson
Resources and Development Committee
of the 23rd Navajo Nation Council

Adopted: <i{3414u¢u4éb zg%#a;kipq Not Adopted:

Date: December 27,
Motion: Honorable DaVlS Fllfred
Second: Honorable Jonathan Perry

Vote: 3-0-1 (CNV)
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