LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY SHEET
Tracking No. o

DATE: January 23, 2022

TITLE OF RESOLUTION: AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH EDUCATION AND
HUMAN SERVICES, LAW AND ORDER, AND NAABIK’IYATI’ COMMITTEES AND THE
NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; AMENDING 2 N.N.C. § 1033 TO ESTABLISH A PROGRAM
MANAGER TO ADMINISTER THE VETERANS HOUSING PROGRAM

PURPOSE: This resolution, if approved, will amend the Navajo Veteran Housing Program
outlined at 2 N.N.C. § 1033. This legislation creates a housing program manager to administer the
Navajo Veteran Housing Program.

This written summary does not address recommended amendments as may be provided by
the standing committee. The Office of Legislative Counsel requests each committee member
to review the proposed resolution in detail.
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AN ACT

RELATING TO HEALTH EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES, LAW AND
ORDER, AND NAABIK’iYATI’ COMMITTEES AND THE NAVAJO NATION

COUNCIL; AMENDING 2 N.N.C. § 1033 TO ESTABLISH A PROGRAM
MANAGER TO ADMINISTER THE VETERANS HOUSING PROGRAM

BE IT ENACTED:
SECTION ONE. AUTHORITIES
A.

The Health, Education and Human Services Committee is a standing committee of the
Navajo Nation Council and has the power to review and recommend resolutions relating
to veterans and veteran services. 2 N.N.C. §§ 400(A), 401(B)(6).

The Law and Order Committee is a standing committee of the Navajo Nation Council
and has the power to review and make recommendations to the Navajo Nation Council
on proposed amendments to and enactments in the Navajo Nation Code. 2 N.N.C. §§
600(A), 601(B) (14)

The Naabik’iyati” Committee is a standing committee of the Navajo Nation Council and
has the power to review proposed legislation which requires final action by the Navajo
Nation Council. 2 N.N.C. §§ 700(A), 164(A)(9).

The Navajo Nation Council is the governing body of the Navajo Nation. 2 N.N.C. §
102(A).
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Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 1036, amendments made to the Navajo Nation Veterans Act
require a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Navajo Nation Council upon the recommendation

from the Navajo Nation Veterans Advisory Council.

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS

A.

The Navajo Veterans Housing Program was established by Resolution No. CJY-55-18,
under the administration of the Navajo Nation Veterans Administration. 2 N.N.C. § 1033,
as amended by CJY-55-18.

Resolution No. CJY-55-18 further established that the Veterans Housing Program
Policies and Procedures shall be approved by the Health Education and Human Services
Committee upon recommendation of the Navajo Nation Veterans Advisory Council. 2
N.N.C. § 1033 (C), as amended by Resolution No. CJY-55-18.

Diné veterans have expressed the urgent need to expeditiously construct veteran homes
and are concerned with the lack of progress made while the Veterans Housing Program
is under the day-to-day administration of the Veterans Administration Executive Director
who also oversees the entire Navajo Nation Veterans Administration.

The establishment of a Program Manager for the Veterans Housing Program will allow
the Program to fully focus on building and renovating homes for Diné veterans and
resolving related veterans housing issues.

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 1036, amendments made to the Navajo Nation Veterans Act
require a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Navajo Nation Council upon the recommendation
from the Navajo Nation Veterans Advisory Council.

[t is in the best interest of Diné veterans and the Navajo Nation Veterans Administration
to establish a Program Manager to administer the Navajo Nation Veterans Housing

Program.

SECTION THREE. AMENDING 2 N.N.C. § 1033 TO ESTABLISH A PROGRAM
MANAGER TO ADMINISNTER THE NAVAJO NATION VETERANS HOUSING
PROGRAM

The Navajo Nation hereby amends the Navajo Housing Program as set forth below.
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Title 2. Navajo Nation Government
Chapter 5. Executive Branch
Subchapter 1. Generally

Article 3. Navajo Nation Veterans Administration

§ 1033, Navajo Nation Veterans Housing Program

A.

*hkk

There-is-hereby-established-a Navajo Nation Veterans Housing Program is established
within the Navajo Nation Veterans Administration.
The Navajo Nation Veterans Housing Program shall be administered by the Navajo

Nation Veterans Administration-Housing Program Manager.

Duties and Responsibilities of administering the Navajo Nation Veterans Housing

Program shall is

Heusing—Program be established in Ppolicies and Pprocedures—The—Veterans

as approved and

amended by the Health, Education and Human Services Committee, upon the

recommendation of the Navajo Nation Veterans Advisory Council.

SECTION FOUR. DIRECTIVES

A.

The Navajo Nation Veterans Administration shall present a revised Navajo Nation
Veterans Administration Plan of Operation, including Organizational Chart, and revised
Navajo Nation Veterans Housing Policies that reflect the amendments made herein to the
Health Education and Human Services Committee within thirty (30) days of enactment
of this legislation.

The Navajo Nation Veterans Administration shall work with the Department of

Personnel Management to develop and post a job announcement on the Department of

Page 3 21-431-1




[V, T S OS S S

S O X 1N

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Personnel website for the Navajo Nation Veterans Housing Program Manager position

within forty-five (45) days of enactment of this legislation.

SECTION FIVE. EFFECTIVE DATE

This legislation and the Navajo Nation Code amendments enacted herein shall become

effective pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 221(B).

SECTION SIX. CODIFICATION
The provisions of this legislation which amend or adopt new sections of the Navajo Nation
Code shall be codified by the Office of Legislative Counsel. The Office of Legislative Counsel

shall incorporate such amended provisions in the next codification of the Navajo Nation Code.

SECTION SEVEN. SAVINGS CLAUSE

Should any provisions of this legislation be determined invalid by the Navajo Nation Supreme
Court, or the District Courts of the Navajo Nation, without appeal to the Navajo Nation
Supreme Court, those portions of this legislation which are not determined invalid shall remain

the law of the Navajo Nation.
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MEMORANDUM

TO : Kee Allen Begay, Jr., Sponsor
24"™ Navajo Nation Council

e SV

Chad Abeyta, Attorney
Office of Legislative Counsel

DATE : January 23, 2022

RE AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH EDUCATION AND HUMAN
SERVICES, LAW AND ORDER, AND NAABIK iYATD
COMMITTEES AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; AMENDING
2 N.N.C. § 1033 TO ESTABLISH A PROGRAM MANAGER TO
ADMINISTER THE VETERANS HOUSING PROGRAM

As requested, | have prepared the above-referenced proposed resolution and associated legislative
summary sheet pursuant to your request for legislative drafting. The resolution as drafted is legally
sufficient. Regarding substance, as with any legislation, it can be subject to review by the courts
in the event of proper challenge. Please ensure that this particular resolution request is precisely
what you want.

If you are satisfied with the proposed resolution, please sign it as "sponsor" and submit it to the
Office of Legislative Services where it will be given a tracking number and sent to the Office of
the Speaker for assignment. If the proposed resolution is unacceptable to you, please contact me
at the Office of Legislative Counsel and advise me of the changes you would like made to the
proposed resolution. Ahéhee’.
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Digital comments may be e-mailed to comments@navajo-nsn.gov

Written comments may be mailed to:

Executive Director
Office of Legislative Services
P.O. Box 3390
Window Rock, AZ 86515
(928) 871-7586

Comments may be made in the form of chapter resolutions, letters,
position papers, etc. Please include your name, position title, address
for written comments; a valid e-mail address is required. Anonymous
comments will not be included in the Legislation packet.

Please note: This digital copy is being provided for the benefit of the Navajo Nation
chapters and public use. Any political use is prohibited. All written comments received
become the property of the Navajo Nation and will be forwarded to the assigned Navajo
Nation Council standing committee(s) and/or the Navajo Nation Council for review. Any
tampering with public records are punishable by Navajo Nation law pursuant to 17
N.N.C. 8374 et. seq.
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