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24" Navajo Nation Council Expired Legislation

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 164(A)(1). "The last day for consideration of resolutions shall be December

31" of the year immediately preceding the swearing in of the new Council”,
legislation need to be closed out as soon as possible and labeled as “Expired™:
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3 Report

THE NAVAJO NATION
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY
LEGISLATION NO.: 0234-20

SPONSOR: Honorable Elmer P. Begay

TITLE: An Action Relating To An Emergency For The Navajo Nation; Waiving 11 N.N.C.
88 3(B), (C) And 6(A); Postponing The 2020 Navajo Nation Chapter Elections For One Year
And Extending The Current Terms Of Office For Such Time; And Rescinding CIJN-49-20
And CJY-60-20

Posted: September 28, 2020 at 11:06 AM

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: Not Subject to Five Day Hold

Digital Comments received:

Comments Supporting None
Comments Opposing 1) Crownpoint Chapter
Inconclusive Comments None

Legislatig Vracking Secretary

Office of Legislative Services

10/21/20 11:25 AM
Date/Time
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JONATHAN NEZ
President

Post Office Box 336
Crownpoint, New Mexico 87313

NAVAJO NATION
CROWNPOINT CHAPTER

MYRON LIZER
Vice President

CHAPTER ADMINISTRATION

Aaron Edsitty, Community Services Coordinator
Email: aedsitty(@navajochapters.org

Felicia John, Accounts Maintenance Specialist

G — =

PHONE (505) 786-21302131 ST panD ag BT

FAX (505) 786-2136 = = X s

WEBSITE: www.crownpoint.nndes.org ‘& qi?

Email: crownpoint@navajochapters.org 7] 'Tl“_“\

Email: fjohn(@navajochapters.org

RITA CAPITAN
PRESIDENT

HERBERT ENRICO
LAND BOARD MEMBER

MARK FREELAND
COUNCIL DELEGATE

HELEN MURPHY
SECRETARY/TREASURER

LEONARD PERRY
VICE PRESIDENT

RESOLUTION CPC: 21-10-007

SUPPORT AND APPROVE TO CONTINUE THE NAVAJO NATION ELECTIONS 2020
TO BE HELD AS PLANNED ON NOVEMBER 03, 2020.
WHEREAS:

L

2

The Crownpoint Chapter Certified as a local governmental unit of the Navajo Nation
authorized by 2 N.T.C. Section 4001 and 4028 (a) to review and promote matters that
affect the local community and to make appropriate recommendations to the Navajo
Nation, Federal, State, County, and local agencies for consideration and /approval; and
The Crownpoint Chapter is a recognized and certified chapter authorized under Navajo
Nation Code Title 26 Local Governance Act of 1998 and also authorized to address
matters of local concern with Navajo Law custom and tradition; and

The Navajo Nation Election 2020 was set for November 3, 2020, without a Primary
Election due to the Covid19 Pandemic for the safety of the Navajo voters; and

The Crownpoint Chapter feels like there are resources and funds which have been
allocated to the present election date of November 03, 2020 and postponing it, would
only add more confusion and animosity towards our Navajo Nation Government; and
The Crownpoint Chapter is also concerned that postponing the election would
potentially negatively impact future election participation.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT;

L

We support the Navajo Nation Elections to take place on November 03, 2020.
C-E-R-T-I-F-I-C-A-T-1-O-N

WE, HEREBY CERTIFY, THAT THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION was duly
considered by Crownpoint (Navajo Chapter) New Mexico, State of New Mexico-
McKinley County at duly called Regular Chapter Meeting at which a quorum was
present and that the same was passed by a vote of _6 in favor,_ 0 Opposed, 1 _abstained
on the 13* day of October 2020.

Motion by: Willie Freeland Seconded: Herbert Fnrico

F 4
Rita Capitan, President 9> \/Lconard Perry, Vice- Pre51dent

/

l—lélen Murphy, Secretary/Treasurer Mark Freeland, Council Delegate






Tsidi To'ii

RESOLUTION OF TSIDI-TO’ll CHAPTER
WESTERN NAVAJO AGENCY

Resolution No: TT-10-006-2020

SUPPORTING LEGISLATION 0234-20, AN ACT RELATING TO AN EMERGENCY FOR THE NAVAJO
NATION; WAIVING 11 N.N.C. SUBSECTION 3(B), (C), AND 6 (A); POSTPONING THE 2020 NAVAJO
NATION CHAPTER ELECTIONS FOR ONE YEAR AND EXTENDING THE CURRENT TERM OF OFFICE FOR

WHEREAS:

SUCH TIME; AND RESCINDING CIN-49-20 AND CIY-06-20.

Pursuant to 26 N.N.C., Section 3 (A), the Tsidi To'ii Chapter is a duly recognized chapter of the Navajo Nation
Government, as listed at 11 N.N.C., Part 1, Section 10, and

The Tsidi To’ii Chapter is a certified chapter government of the Navajo Nation in accordance with the Navajo
Nation Local Governance Act, 26 N.N.C., Section 1 (B); thereby, vested with the authority to protect and
promote the general health, safety, and welfare of the Chapter membership; and

As a Certified Chapter, Title 26, Chapter 1. Subchapter 1. Section 1.B.2, was established for Purposes of
chapters, such as Tsidi To’ii Chapter to make decisions over local matters. This authority, improves
community decision making, allows communities to excel and flourish, and enables local leadership to
implement the goals and objectives of the community; and

In March 2020, the OPVP closed all government offices due to the fast spreading virus, COVID-19. During the
shutdown many Navajo lives were affected by the virus in many ways, some lost their jobs, some caught the
virus and recovered, but are having other health problems due to the virus, and some died from the virus;

and

Due to the virus, the community of Birdsprings lost several community members and some recovered from
it, but have been financially impacted, because they got sick, they were not able to work for those times and

are now financially struggling; and

The Office of the President and Vice-President vetoed the first legislation the 24™ NN Council passed to
cancel the primary chapter elections citing the council violated the voting rights of the Navajo people, but
not seeking guidance from communities across the Navajo Nation and hard won cases that guaranteed
voting rights of the Navajo people across three (3) states and within the US Supreme Courts; and
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7. The local leadership is concerned for families in Birdsprings that may be compromised immune deficient
might be exposed to viruses during times candidates are campaigning for office and at the election office;
and

8. The leadership toke an oath and in Title 26, the officials are charged with acting during a state of emergency,
pandemic, and to maintain the health and well-being of their community members; and

9. Postponing the Chapter elections for one year and extending the terms of current officials of the same are
aligned with the goals, objectives, and directives of the Executive and Legislative Branches of the Navajo
Nation Government.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT

1. The Tsidi To'ii Chapter Hereby Respectfully Supports Legislation 0234-20, an Act Relating to an Emergency for
the Navajo Nation; Waiving 11 N.N.C. Subsection 3(B), (C), and 6 (A); Postponing the 2020 Navajo Nation
Chapter Elections for One Year and Extending the Current Term of Office for Such Time; and Rescinding CIN-49-
20 and CIY-06-20.

2. The Leadership is requesting the postponement of the Chapter elections citing the authority through Title 26,
the Chapter Officials are Charged to Act During a State of Emergency, Pandemic, and to Maintain the Health and
Well-Being of Their Community Members.

CERTIFICATION
We, hereby, certify that the foregoing resolution was considered at a duly called Regular Chapter meeting at Tsidi To'ii
Chapter, Navajo Nation, where a quorum was present and that same was passed by a vote of 3 in favor, 0 opposed, and
0 abstained, this 20" day of October 2020.
Motion By Bessie McCabe Second By Betty S. Begay

Afﬁ 8. fLege

Betty S. Begﬁy, Chapter Secreta/ry/T feasurer

Bessie McCabe, Chapter Vice-President Steven Wagoner, Grazing Officer

Thomas Walker, Jr., Council Delegate



BOESO-31-20

RESOLUTION OF THE
NAVAJO BOARD OF ELECTION SUPERVISORS

Strongly Opposing the Navajo Nation Council Legislation No. 0234-20 An Action
Relating to an Emergency for the Navajo Nation; Waiving 11 N.N.C. §§ 3 C) and 6(A);
Postponing the 2020 Navajo Nation Chapter Elections for One Year and Extending the Current

Terms of Office for Such Time; and Rescinding BOESMY-024-20, attached as Exhibit A.

WHEREAS:

1. Pursuantto 2 N.N.C. § 871(A), the Navajo Board of Election Supervisors was created by the
Navajo Nation Council as “an independent entity.” Consistent with this status, the Board is
responsible only to the Navajo Nation Council, with the authority to enforce provisions of the
Navajo Election Code and to make rules and regulations furthering the intent and purposes of the
Election Code.

2. OnJuly 2, 2020, the Navajo Nation President vetoed Navajo Nation Council resolution CJN-
49-20, entitled “4n Action Relating to Naabik’iydti’ and Navajo Nation Council; Cancelling the
Primary Election for the 2020 Chapter Election; Setting One Chapter Election Date Sor
November 3, 2020; Waiving 11 N.N.C. § 3(C) and 41.”

3. OnlJuly 22, 2020, the Navajo Nation Council overrode the President veto by resolution CJY-
60-20, entitled “An Action Relating to Naabik’{ydti’ and Navajo Nation Council; Overriding the
Navajo Nation President’s Veto of the Navajo Nation Council Resolution CIN-49-20, thus
allowing for a General Chapter Election to occur on November 3 2020.

4.  On September 18, 2020, Legislation No. 0234-20 An Action Relating to an Emergency  for
the Navajo Nation; Waiving 11 N.N.C. §§ 3(B), (C) and 6(A); Postponing the 2020 Navajo
Nation Chapter Elections for One Year and Extending the Current Terms of Office for Such
Time; Rescinding CJIN-49-20 and CJY-60-20, was filed.

5. Pursuant CJY-60-20, the Navajo Election Administration opened candidacy filing August
July 28, 2020 with a closing date of August 10, 2020. Last day to file grievances for elections was
September 10, 2020. Ballot design was due to the printing company on September 3, 2020.

6. The Navajo Board of Election Supervisors hereby opposes Legislation No. 0234-20, due to
too much time has passed since the CJY-60-20 was approved. Early voting and Absentee voting
began on October 5, 2020 incurring a substantial amount of expenses. Candidates have begun
their campaign operations, and a considerable amount of resources and effort has been expended
in preparation and arrangement of the 2020 Chapter Election with neighboring States of New
Mexico, Arizona and Utah.

7. The Navajo Board of Election Supervisors recognizes and respects that Voting is a
fundamental right of all Navajo Nation citizens. The entire process of voting will be conducted in
accordance with COVID-19 Public Health Orders 009-20 and 021-20, issued by the Navajo Nation
Department of Health. The Navajo Board of Election Supervisors understands that COVID-19 is
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an extremely serious health concern. It is crucial at this time to protect the health of all residents,
including election staff, chapter poll workers and candidates. See Exhibits B.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

1. The Navajo Board of Election Supervisors strongly opposes the Navajo Nation Council
Legislation No. 0234-20 An Action Relating to an Emergency for the Navajo Nation; Waiving
11 N.N.C. §§ 3(B), (C) and 6(A); Postponing the 2020 Navajo Nation Chapter Elections for One
Year and Extending the Current Terms of Office for Such Time, rescinding BOESMY-024-20.
See Exhibit A.

2. Pursuant to the Navajo Election Code, and Navajo Nation Council Resolution CJY-60-20,
the Navajo Board of Election Supervisors states that the General Election of the 2020 Chapter
Election be conducted on November 3, 2020.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the Navajo Board of
Election Supervisors at a duly called regular meeting at Window Rock, Navajo Nation (Arizona)
at which a quorum was present and that the same was passed by a vote of 7 in favor, 0 opposed,
and 0 abstaining this 8th day of October, 2020.

elvin Harrison, Chairperson
Navajo Board of Election Supervisors

Motion: Raymond Maxx
Second: Hurley Benally
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