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The Nation has established whelly owned businesses that
explore for, develop and manage certain c¢f 1its energy
resources. To optimize the Nation’s use, management and
conservation of its energy rescurces, the Nation may choose
to utilize a combination of its wheclly owned entities and
outside energy companies to take advantage of the Dbest
technologies and capabilities to achieve che optimal
balance of cost and results; and

The 1980 Energy Policy helped build capacity of the Nation
to realize mary successes in the form of more favorable

contracts and greater ownership of certain energy
resources. It 1s acknowledged that the Nation can make
mprovements in the areas of governance, ownership,
management, communizy involvement, health impacts,

conservation and environmental protection of the Nation’s
energy resources; and

The Navajo goverrmenrt should ensure that the local impacted
commnunities are educated or relevant energy development and
related issues. Prior energy development and related
projects occurred with little or no consultation or

results; and

Energy forms a cornerstone of the Navajo ecoromy by
providing 7jobs Zfor our people, electricity £or cur homes

and business, and revenues for our local and central
goverrment. Develcping ernergy resources will expand
government revenues, create new industries and precmote
sustainable jobs for the Diné. This ecornomic pase provides
opporzunities for Navajos to pursue technical and

managerial careers in many energy-related products, service
and supporting industries. The ability for Navajos to build
stable careers while remaining close to their families wilil
builld the strength of wr families and communities that
have been fragmented by the need of our people to find work
in metropolltan centers. A growing Navajo economy draws
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educated and experienced tribal members back to the Natiorn,
and provide the economic growth to  support Navajo
entrepreneurs and business owners; and

The Navajo People have made invaluable contributions to the
strength of the United States and its economy by permitting
and assisting 1in the cxtraction of wuranium over several
decades. Numercus uranium mines across the Nation were not
properly reclaimed leading to widespread contamination and
illress of our people and livestock; and

The United States is the trustee of the resources of the
Navajo Nation. In thls role the United 5States government
has a duty to protect the Nation’s energy resources and to
assist the Nation to manage such resources for the benefit
of tre Diné. The United States government 1s to engage 1in
government-to-government dialogue and understanding and to
respect  Navajo Nation’s decision in the wusers of 1ts
rescurces. Historically, the United States government has
sought Lo centro. the Nation’s resoudrces to benefitc
external interes.s in the uses of 1ts natural resources or
refraired from assisting the Nation 1n the protection of
its interests; and

The Nation’s depletable fossil fuels are abundant; however,
some foss:l fuels are currently out of favor with federal
and state regulatory and environmental policies. A balanced
portfolic of fossil fuel and cleaner renewable energy
resources wil! provide the Nation with greater economic and
financial stability; and

The Nation has the great potential of solar and wind energy

resources. The development of these cleaner renewable
resources can provide our communities with cleaner energy
and generate substantial economic value if sold to

surrounding communities and metropolitan regions; and
Many of the Nation’s residents, businesses and institutions

are located 1in growth centers while many others are
dispersed 1in remote regions and Jlack access to electric
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power. Greater access to electric power will provide a
greater opportunity and access to modern convenliences for
the Navajo residences; ard

Tne Nation i1s situated to provide pipeline and electrical
transmission service provides access to more direct routes
between energy sources and energy customers. The Nation’s
non-renewable energy resources require <cransportation and

transmission to energy markets. Pipeline and transmission
infrastructure can have a substantial impact on the
environment communities and the viewscape. Establishing

energy corridors are encouraged to enable the Naticn to
increase its revenues while minimizing the impact on the
Nation; and

Future development of cleaner renewable energy for export
to metropolitan regions can generate substantial rents and
business profircs. These protfits may Dbe utilized to
subsidize the cost of utilities for the Nation’s residents,
institutions ancd businesses; and

By developing and executing a comprenensive ererqgy
strategy, the Nation can establish energy independence and
puild its economy for future generations. Diverse revenue
streams from a balanced portfolio of energy extraction,
generation and transmission will provide the Dinée with
econcmic stability, career opportunities and business

opportunities.

Approvai and implementation of energy policies and
agreements affect all parts of the Navajo Nation and It is
important that the =Zxecutive Branch and Legislative Branch
noth be involved in the negotiation and approval of energy
agreements.

2. The Navajc Nation hereby rescinds CAP-34-80, the 1980

Tnergy Polic

3. The Navajo Nation hereby approves the Navajo Nation

Energy Policy of 2013, attached hereto as Exhibit A.
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NAVAJO NATION DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

ETHEL B. BRANCH CHERIE ESPINOSA
ATTORNEY GENERAL ACTING DFPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL

MEMORANDUM

TO: Mariana Kahn, Attorney
Navajo Nation Legislative Counsel

- .

FROM: -~ @™~ -
April Quinn, Attorney
Natural Resources Unit, Department of Justice

DATE: December 13, 2018

SUBJECT: Energy Resources and Strategic Development Planning Office (“Energy Office™)
Plan of Operation; Edits to Division of Natural Resources Master Plan; Draft
Resolution

The Department of Justice  (QJ) has reviewed the above-referenced documents, I have
made edits to the Energy Oftice’s Plan of Operation and the draft resolution and have discussed
those edits with the Division of Natural Resources (DNR). My edits are enclosed with this
memorandum for your reference. 1 made no edits to the Division of Natural Resources Master
Plan. The only cdits that are being made to that particular document are the redlined ediis
provided o you by DNR. With the incorporation of my edits, DOJ deems all of the referenced
documents legally sutficient.

o)

P.O. Box 2010 ! Window Rock, Navajo Nation (AZ) 86515 | (928)871-6492/6347 | FAX No. {928)871-6177
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£ ,m =:§ THE NAV AJO NATION RUSSELL BEGAYE

JONATHAN NEZ

Executive Director

Office of Legislative Services

PO Box 3390

Window Rock, AZ 86515

Via email: comments@navajo=nsn.gov

Dear Honorable Deiegates,

The Navajo Nation Division of Natural Resources (DNR) thanks you for considering Legislation # 0422-18,
Approving the Plan of Operation for the Energy Resources and Strategic Planning Office. DNR provides
the fc wing information to provide information and address some of the comments and guestions that
have arisen as this legislation has been developed.

Vision & ssion

The vision of the Energy Office for the Navajo Nation is to be the central driver of comprehensive
strategy and planning of all energy development and operation on Navajo Nation lands for the
sustainable | iefit of the Nation and its people while ensuring the development is consistent with
Navajo values.

To enable that vision, the mission is to provide a comprehensive energy interface for the Navajo Nation
Council and its committees, the Office of the President — Vice-President, other Navajo Nation decision

makers, and to provide an efficient and effective initial interface for developers to facilitate sustainable
energy development in a manner that maximizes the sustainable benefit for the Nation and its people.

The Energy Office includes all energy resources as well as energy efficiency. While the various divisions,
departments and enterprises cover their respective pieces of thatene scope, the Energy Office is
focused on bringing all the areas together for a single comprehensive view at a strategic level for lo.

term planning.
Resources & Work Plan

The Energy Office w  start with minimum staff then grow as the work evolves and expands. The initial
phase of work includes establishing the Office along with necessary processes, data gathering to create
a central repository, re nding to energy proposals/requests and launching renewable energy

welopment processes. These are the building blocks that position the Energy Office to start the
second phase of work in strategic planning at the Nation level.

Phase 1 — Establish the office and foundational processes
e Create office and hire staff
e Create central repository of Navajo Nation energy resource information, identify gaps and
outline plans to fill them.
e Inventory all energy related projects
e Respond to new energy proposals/requests
e Solidify and launch renewable ene ' development process(es) and renewable energy zones






with questions: Bidtah N. Becker, bidtahnbecker@navajo-nsn.gov; Michelle Henry:
michellehenry@navajo-nsn.gov; or Rebecca Kaufmann at rkauffman@navajo-nsn.gov.

Sincerely,

: 7?/ A s
i eede,
Bidtah N. Becker, Director

Attachment
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RCS# 1188 12/27/2018
Naa'bik'iyati Committee 11:05:27 PM
Amd# to Amd# Legi: ition 0422-18: Amending PASSED
MOT Tso CO-50-13; A] roving Amendments
SEC Jack to the Plan of Operation...
Yea: 8 Nay : 1 Excused : 0 Not Voting : 15
Yea: 8
Begay, K Filfred Kieyoon 1 Tso
BeGaye, N Jack Smith Yellowhair
Nay : 1
znnett
Excused : 0
Not Voting : 15
Bates Crotty Perry Slim
Begay, NM Dam Pete Tsosie
Brown Danic Phe s Yazzie
Chee Hale Shepherd
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