
CJA-02-23 

RESOLUTION OF THE 
NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 

25th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - FIRST YEAR, 2023 

AN ACTION 
RELATING TO AN EMERGENCY AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; SELECTING 
AND CONFIRMING THE SPEAKER OF THE 25TH NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 

BE IT ENACTED: 

SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY 

A. The Navajo Nation Council is the governing body of the Navajo 
Nation and shall consist of 24 delegates. 2 N.N.C. § 102(A). 

B. The Navajo Nation Council shall select and confirm a Speaker 
of the Navajo Nation Council as the first order of business at 
the Council session scheduled for the fourth Monday in January 
of any odd numbered year. 2 N.N.C. § 282(C). 

C. The Navajo Nation Council has the authority to promulgate 
rules, regulations and procedures for the conduct of its 
meetings and that of its committees. 2 N.N.C. § 102(E). 

D. Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 164 (A) (16) "Matters constituting an 
emergency shall be limited to the cessation of law enforcement 
services, and disaster relief services, fire protection 
services or other direct services required as an entitlement 
under the Navajo Nation or Federal law, or which directly 
threaten the sovereignty of the Navajo Nation. Such an 
emergency matter must arise due to the pressing public need 
for such resolution(s) and must be a matter requiring final 
action by the Council." 

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS 

A. There is established the Office of the Speaker of the Navajo 
Nation Council. 2 N.N.C. § 281(A). 

B. The Speaker of the Navajo Nation Council shall be a member of 
the Navajo Nation Council in good standing. 2 N.N.C. § 281(B}. 

C. The Speaker of the Navajo Nation Council shall serve at the 
pleasure of the Navajo Nation Council and shall serve for a 
term of two (2) years. 2 N.N.C. § 282(A) (B). 

D. This legislation is put forth as an emergency legislation 
pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 164(A) (16) as the 25th Navajo Nation 
Council has a statutory mandate to select and confirm its 
Speaker as the first order of business at the 25th Navajo 
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Nation Council's Winter Session statutorily scheduled to start 
on January 23, 2023. 

E. Dangerous and potentially life-threatening winter travel 
conditions, unreliable internet access, and staff illnesses 
interfered with the ability to satisfy the five-day posting 
requirement of 2 N.N.C. § 164(A) (7), prior to the start of the 
Council's Winter Session. 

F. If the 25th Navajo Nation Council does not select and confirm 
their Speaker on the fourth Monday in January (January 23, 
2023) , the Council will not be able to take any action to 
ensure that adequate funding and emergency services are 
available to support Navajo communities through the projected 
upcoming winter storms and dangerous conditions. 

G. In light of the above, there is indeed a "pressing public need" 
for this emergency legislation. 

SECTION THREE. ADOPTION OF RULES FOR SELECTION OF SPEAKER 

A. Pursuant to Navajo Nation Council Resolution CJA-03-11 
attached herein as Exhibit A, each Council shall be authorized 
to select a Speaker pursuant to its own process and procedures 
or to utilize the process and procedures set forth in Section 
3 of CJA-03-11. 

B. For the purposes of selecting its Speaker, the 25 th Navajo 
Nation Council hereby adopts the Rules in the Selection of the 
Speaker set forth in attached Exhibit B. 

SECTION FOUR. SELECTION AND CONFIRMATION 

A. The Navajo Nation Council hereby selects the Honorable 
Crystalyne Curley as Speaker of the 25th Navajo Nation Council. 

B. The Navajo Nation Council, pursuant to its authority under 
Navajo Nation law, hereby confirms the Honorable Crystalyne 
Curley to serve as Speaker of the 25th Navajo Nation Council 
for a two year term with all powers and duties delegated by 
Navajo Nation law. 

SECTION FIVE. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Action and the selection of the Speaker of the 25 th Navajo 
Nation Council shall be effective pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 22l(C). 
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CERTIFICATION 

I, hereby, certify that the foregoing resolution was duly 
considered by the 25 th Navajo Nation Council at a duly called 
meeting in Window Rock, Navajo Nation (Arizona), at which a quorum 
was present and that the same was passed by a vote of 23 in Favor, 
and 00 Opposed, on this 23 rd day of January 2023. 

--~--===;:;:::::~--
~~~-=--

Honorable Otto Tso, Speaker Pro Tern 
25 th Navajo Nation Council 

0//z_-'3,feo-Z--~ 
1 f>ATE 

Motion: Honorable Shaandiin Parrish 
Second: Honorable Casey Allen Johnson 

Speaker Pro Tern Otto Tso not voting 
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11.l:SO~nxoN OF ~RE 
NAVAJO NATXON CO'UNCXL 

CJA-03-11 

22nd NAVAJO NA'l'XON COUN'C:II, - F:b::st Yoa::: 2011 . 

1\N AC'l':tON 

~-nm; ':O -rm: NAVAJO NAUOU cotmc:n., ru:ac:r:m,:rnc; CJA-1.-93 JUlD 
c.12\-02-99, ~so:r.~:XONB .NmJU:ss:rnc;: 'l'HE P~OCESS 1\ND· PltOCEOtmE FOR• 
!mE S'EL!!C'l'XON J\ND CONFl:JU.m!r:XON OE" 'l'UE SPE.Al<ER 01!' 'l'm: NAVAuO NJ\'l':CON 
COCNCXL '1'0 SJ!:LEC'l' X'l'S SI'EAJU:R Alm J\IJOP'r 11. l'P.OCESS .J\Nt> l'ltOCEDl7RE: 
ACCOIU>INGLY 

EZ %!t' JmAc:no: 

Sacti.cn :i.. F:!.nc:li.nga nnd. Pu:poac 

• 1. 'l'he . nwnber of delegates to the Nevejo Nation council wzis 
:educed ~rom 88 to 24 members by vote of Din6 voters. 

2, l'ur:sucnt to Ncvajo Nction l.cw, the Ncvajo Nation Council is 
authorized to oolect n speaker !-rem cmong itc membership. The 
:selection of the speaker is an internal process of tho Navajo 
Nction Council, · 

3.. In January 1993, the Navajo Nation Council adopted· rules in 
the selection of Speaker of the ·Navajo Nation council, CJA-O1-93. 
These rules wore emended in special Session ot the Navajo Nation 
coun~il in 199~. CJ~-02-99 (Document No. 2026). 

4. In accordance ~1th Din6 tradition, tho rulos in tho selection 
of the Spea"cr must be .inclusive and allow broader participation 

''- by all delegates to the Navajo Nation Council. 'l'ho procesa 
involved in the selection of a Din6 leader is done ~n a democratic 
manner, with utmost participation by every delegate of tho Navajo 
Nation Counci.l, 

S, In order that the requirements of 2 N,N,C, 5 282 (C) be met 
and that the eelcction and confirmation of tho :speaker of the 
Nava,o Nation council be the f.irzst: order of bu:s:l.m::2'2' nt ,the 
council ecaaicn ochcdulcd for the fourth Monday in January of 2011 
and thi:, :iel.ect'-on be done in c manner conc1:stont with Navajo 
tr8dit1on end tho intent of the 22nd Ncvajo Nation Council, 

.. 
-

,. 
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so0t:.i0n 2, Roec:1.ncling c~-1-93 and C.,.A-02-9P 

Tho Navajo Nation Council rcaoinds CJA-1-93 and CJA-02-99. 

Section!!, Ru1os :Ln tho Sol.oction of the, Speaker 

For tho 22nd Navajo Nation Council, the Navajo Nation Council 
hereby adopts the ~ollcwing rules: 

1, Ench council. of tho Navajo Nation ehall be outhori:od 
to oolect a Speaker pursuant to ito cwn pr~cesa. 

2. The Speaker shall be selected a:r tho :tiret order or 
bua~no:sa ot the Winter Session of the Navajo Nlltion 
Council, January 2011. The Spoake:c aha.ll be· :selected 
and confi:mcd by the Navajo Nation Council ae the 
first itom o~ busineas at tho council oosoion scheduled 
fer the ~ourth Mondny in J&mucry ot any odd numbers 
yocr, 2 N.N,C, § 282 (C). 

3. need the powers and duties of the speaker, as written 
in 2 N,N,c. Section 285 into the record. 

4. Any delegate may nominate another delegate to serve aa 
Speaker with no oocond required. lf the current Speaker 
1~ nominated and accepts the nomination, ho/eho ehall 
point a Speaker pro tern pursuant to 2 N N.C, 285(b)(3). 

5, The number of nof!linations ohall be unlimited, eKcept 
upon raotion, oocond end majority vote on. closing tho 
nomination procosE, 

6, Ench nominee shall ncecpt or reje~t a nomination upon 
being nominated. · 

7. Each norainee, in order of his or her draw, shali be 
allowed to rncke a 15-minuite statement on his or her 
platform for Speakor, 

8. Each nominee, in the ardor o~ hie or her dra~, ~haLl be 
allowed to make a i5-m1nute st~te~cnt on hio or her 
pla~form for Specker, 

9. Questions shall not be allowed, 
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10. Upon prosentations by nominees, e~ch member of the 
~avaia ~&t~an Ccuncl~ p~eacnt ~\\e.~L c::o.at one ~at~ ta~ 4 

candidate by aecrot ballot. The Navajo Nation Electiorr 
Administration shall ~asiat in the balloting. 

11. In the event thore are tnore than two nominees, there 
.shall bo a .run-off election between tho two c:zndidate-s 
receiving the moat votes. At which time, the tinnl two 
candidiit.oa ,d.l."l. tie all0'1Dd S tni.m:xto trtntlmlt)Tlt. bet0x1: 
final vote, with no questions or comments. 'L'hie run­
off oloction procedure ehall not apply :Ln the event 
candidates and is hereby declared the winner. 

12. In the event of o tic vote, selection .shell bo by 
random lot. 

13. The Counci1 shall by resolution confirm ite new Speaker 

X hereby certi.fy that the :forcooi.no rcaoluti.on was. duly 
considered by the Navajo Nation Council at a dul:y called meeting 
in Window Rock, Navajo Nation (Arizona) ot which a quorum wao 
preaant end that the ~amc wa~ passed by a vote of 21 in favor and 
2 opposed, thie 24th dny ot January 2011. 

Motion: Charle~ Damon, tI 
second: Jonathnn Hale 

Jonk ~~Spoakor 
Navajo Nation Council 

OJ .-t). 'f- II 
Date 

' 



EXHIBIT 

1_.B~ 
For the 25th Navajo Nation Council, the Navajo Nation Council hereby adopts 
rules: 

1. Each Council of the Navajo Nation shall be authorized to select a Speaker pursuant to its 
own process. 

2. The Speaker shall be selected as the first order of business at the Winter Session of the 
Navajo Nation Council, January 2023. The Speaker shall be selected and confirmed by 
the Navajo Nation Council as the first item of business at the council session scheduled 
for the fourth Monday in January of any odd numbers year, 2 N.N.C. § 282(C). 

3. Read the powers and duties of the speaker, as written in 2 N.N.C. Section 285 into the' 
record. 

4. Any delegate may nominate another delegate to serve as Speaker with no second 
required. If the current Speaker is nominated and accepts the nomination, he/she shall 
appoint a Speaker Pro-Tern pursuant to 2 N.N.C 285(b)(3). 

5. The number of nominations shall be unlimited, except upon motion, second and majority 
vote on closing the nomination process. 

6. Each nominee shall accept or reject a nomination upon being nominated. 

7. Each nominee, in order of his or her draw, shall be allowed to make· a 15-minuite. 
statement on his or her platform for Speaker. Questions shall not be allowed. 

8. Upon presentations by nominees, each member of the Navajo Nation Council present 
shall cast one vote for a candidate by secret ballot. The Navajo Nation Election 
Administration shall assist in the balloting. 

9. In the event there are more than two nominees, there shall be a run-off election between 
the two candidates receiving the most votes. At which time, the final two candidates will 
be allowed 5-minute statement before final vote, with no questions or comments. 

10. This run-off election procedure shall not apply in the event one of the top two candidates 
withdraws. The non-withdrawing candidate shall be declared Speaker. 

11. In the event of a tie vote, this process shall be continued until one candidate receives the 
majority vote. 

12. The Council shall by resolution confirms its new Speaker. 



NAVAJO NATION 
16 

Amd#toAmd# 

MOT Parrish, S 

Navajo Nation Council Winter Session 

Legislation 0002-23: Selecting 

and Confirming the Speaker of 

the 25th Navajo Nation Council SEC Johnson, C 

Yeas: 23 Nays: O Excused: 0 

Yea: 23 

Arviso, S Crotty, A Johnson, C 

Aseret, L Curley, C Nez, A 

Begay, H Damon, S Nez, R 

Begay, N Daniels, H Notah, N 

Charles-Newton, E James, V Parrish, S 

Claw, S Jesus, B Simonson, G 

Nay: 0 

Excused: 0 

Not Voting : 0 

Presiding Speaker: Tso, 0 

Not Voting : O 

Simpson, D 

Slater, C 
Tolth, G 
Yanito, C 
Yazzie, C 

1/23/2023 

05:00:25 PM 

PASSED 


