
DATE: June 6, 2022 

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY SHEET 
Tracking No. Q/00-;;2-;2.. 

TITLE OF RESOLUTION: AN ACTION RELATING TO RESOURCES AND 
DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES, LAW AND 
ORDER AND NAABIK'IYA.TI' COMMITTEES; OPPOSING DECRIMINALIZING 
THE RECREATIONAL USE OF PEYOTE AND URGING ALL STATES TO LIMIT 
THE NON-CRIMINAL USE OF PEYOTE TO RELIGIOUS PURPOSES; AND 
OPPOSING THE INCLUSION OF PEYOTE ON THE CALIFORNIA SENATE BILL 
519 LIST OF SUBSTANCES TO BE DECRIMINALIZED 

PURPOSE: This resolution, if approved, will provide the Navajo Nation's firm position of 
opposing the efforts or any attempt made by states in decriminalizing the recreational use of peyote 
(lophophora williamsii) which contains the natural hallucinogenic drug mescaline, and urging 
states to limit its use to the Native American Church religion, similar to federal law--42 U.S.C. § 
1996a. 

This written summary does not address recommended amendments as may be provided by 
the standing committee. The Office of Legislative Counsel requests each committee member 
to review the proposed resolution in detail. 

OLC No. 22-142-1 
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24th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - Fourth Year, 2022 

INTRODUCED BY 
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TRACKING NO. 0/00-.2.:2. 

AN ACTION 

RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH, EDUCATION AND 

HUMAN SERVICES, LAW AND ORDER AND NAABIK'IYA.TI' COMMITTEES; 

OPPOSING DECRIMINALIZING THE RECREATIONAL USE OF PEYOTE AND 

URGING ALL STATES TO LIMIT THE NON-CRIMINAL USE OF PEYOTE TO 

RELIGIOUS PURPOSES; AND OPPOSING THE INCLUSION OF PEYOTE ON THE 

CALIFORNIA SENATE BILL 519 LIST OF SUBSTANCES TO BE 

DECRIMINALIZED 

WHEREAS, 

A. The Naabik'iyati' Committee is a standing committee of the Navajo Nation Council 

empowered to assist and coordinate all requests for information, appearances and 

testimony relating to proposed county, state and federal legislation impacting the Navajo 

Nation. 2 N.N.C. §§ 700(A), 701(A)(6). 

B. The Resources and Development Committee is a standing committee of the Navajo 

Nation Council empowered to represent the Navajo Nation at local, state, and federal 

levels, in cooperation and coordination with the President of the Navajo Nation and the 

appropriate committee of the Navajo Nation Council on proposed resolutions or actions 

affecting natural resources ... 2 N.N.C. §§ S00(A), 501(B)(5). 

C. The Health, Education and Human Services Committee is a standing committee of the 

Navajo Nation Council empowered to represent the Navajo Nation at local, state and 
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THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIE\V PUBLICATION 

LEGISLATION NO: _0100-22_ SPONSOR: Eugenia Charles-Newton 

TITLE: An Action Relating to Resources and Development. Health, Education and 
Human Services, Law and Order and Naabik'iyati' Committees; Opposing 
Decriminalizing the Recreational Use of Peyote and Urging All States to Limit the 
Non-Criminal Use of Peyote to Religious Purposed; and Opposing the Inclusion of 
Peyote on the California Senate Bill 519 List of Substances to be Decriminalized 

Date posted: .June 06, 2022 at 6:16PM 

Digital comments may be e-mailed to comments@navaio-nsn.gov 

Written comments may be mailed to: 

Executive Director 
Office of Legislative Services 

P.O. Box 3390 
Window Rock, AZ 86515 

(928) 871-7586 

Comments may be made in the form of chapter resolutions, letters, 
position papers, etc. Please include your name, position title, address 
for written comments; a valid e-mail address is required. Anonymous 
comments will not be included in the Legislation packet. 

Please note: This digital copy is being provided for the benefit of the Navajo Nation 
chapters and public use. Any political use is prohibited. All written comments received 
become the property of the Navajo Nation and will be forwarded to the assigned Navajo 
Nation Council standing committee(s) and/or the Navajo Nation Council for review. Any 
tampering with public records are punishable by Navajo Nation law pursuant to 17 
N.N.C. §374 et. seq. 



THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY 

LEGISLATION NO.: 0100-22 

SPONSOR: Honorable Eugenia Charles-Newton 

1st Report 

TITLE: An Action Relating to Resources and Development, Health, Education 
and Human Services, Law and Order and Naabik'iyati' Committees; Opposing 
Decriminalizing the Recreational Use of Peyote and Urging All States to Limit 
the Non-Criminal Use of Peyote to Religious Purposed; and Opposing the 
Inclusion of Peyote on the California Senate Bill 519 List of Substances to be 
Decriminalized 

Posted: June 06, 2022 at 6:16 PM 

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: June 11, 2022 

Digital Comments received: 

Comments Supporting 

Comments Opposing 

Comments/Recommendations 

Legisla v Tracking Secretary 
Office of Legislative Services 

June 14, 2022; 8:46 AM 
Dateffime 
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1) Lance Morris 
2) Leroy H. Lane 
3) Lucy Benally 
4) Steven S. Benally 
5) Ruby Tallsalt 

None 

1) Ian Teller 
2) Dr. David J. Tsosie 



0100-22 

Lance Morris <1ance.morris49ers@gmail.com> 

Wed 6/8/2022 2:38 PM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

To whom it may concern, 

I'm in agreement with this Legislation. 

Regards, 

Lance Morris 
ABNDN Member 
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



0100-22 

Laverne Lane <11ane073@gmail.com> 

Fri 6/10/2022 11 :58 AM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

June 9, 2022 

Honorable 24th Navajo Nation Council: 

My family and I are members of Azee Bee Nahagha of Dine Nation, Inc., (ABNDN) of District One. I strongly support 
Legislation 0100-22 which opposes decriminalizing the recreational use of Peyote. As Indigenous People, our Azee 
(Peyote) is our Medicine that we use in a ceremonial setting for healing, strength, and comfort. Through the approval of 
Legislation 0100-22, ABNDN, promotes the protection and preservation of our Azee to be used in a bona fide ceremony 
by federally enrolled tribal citizens. 

I kindly request the Honorable 24th Navajo Nation Council to support and vote for passage of this Legislation 0100-22. 
Thank you and may the Creator bless us all. 

Sincerely, 

Leroy H Lane, Member ABNDN 
Tonalea Chapter District 1 
PO Box 
Tona lea,,_ AZ 86044 

LLane073@gmail.com 

Sent from Mail for Windows 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



0100-22 

Lucy Benally <srs3bena11ykr@gmail.com> 

Tue 6/14/2022 8:41 AM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

As a member of ABNDN, I support this resolution as is written. No other additional recommendations is needed. Please 
support this resolution in opposing the decriminalization of our entheogen for our generations to come. 

Sent from my iPhone 
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



0100-22 

Steven/Lucy Benally <benally_steven@yahoo.com> 

Tue 6/14/2022 8:41 AM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

My name is Steven S. Benally, former President of Azee Bee Na hag ha of Dine Nation. I am in support of the legislation as 
proposed regarding decriminalization of peyote. This is a Nation wide if not a world wide movement on going for many years, 
if not decades. As a member of ABNDN, I strongly stand with the contents of the American Indian Religious Freedom Act 
amended 1994 where is states that exemptions are only for federally recognized tribal members and only for bani fide 
ceremonial use. We are in this stand not only for today but especially for the up and coming generations of children and 
grandchildren. What we do today will determine what they have when their time comes and in all reality, I would like to say 
that I have done my part in protecting, this wonderful way of life for them. Keeping what is sacred, SACRED has been my 

position during the 9 years of my presidency and this all begins with us in determining a direction that is good for them and 
to uphold the sacred virtues of being a peyote member. If you have any questions or would like additional information, I am 
certainly willing to meet. I am also currently working with the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative a 501 C-3 non profit 
organization that is operating out of Herbronville, TX. In this position, I can also provide additional information. My number 
928 or email: benally_steven@yahoo.com 
I certainly encourage your support of this endeavor and appreciate the effort to be put forth in protecting this way of life. My 
prayer goes out to you as our leaders in these trying times, be blessed. AHO 

Thank You, 
Steven S. Benally 
Tolikan, Am. 
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



Legislation #0100-22 Opposing Decrimilization on Peyote 

Ruby Tallsalt <rutallsalt@yahoo.com> 

Tue 6/14/2022 8:42 AM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

Ya'aat'eeh shi nat'oonii, 
My name is Ruby Tallsalt, I live in Coppermine, AZ. My family and I have been member of NAC of 
North America and now members of Azee Bee Nahagha of Dine' Nation. 
Legislation #0100-22, Opposing Decrimilization on Peyote. Growing up my parents, the late Kee and 
Alice Tsinnijinnie conducted many ceremonies for our relatives, praying with Azee nihima, Peyote to 
help our ailing relatives to get better and live a long productive life. I have seen and witnessed many 
healings with the help of nihima azee. With the help of Azee, our young people are developing 
confidence to continue their education at University levels, trade schools and/or job force. Many times 
we prayed for good life and that has been bestowed upon us. The fireplace and nahalahi has been 
passed onto my brothers. My two brothers are now carrying on that prayer, continuing to help many 
of our people. Relatives that have seeked help and healing from the Peyote are now going out of 
there way to ensure the medicine is being used as it was meant to be. Our way of praying and 
singing in ceremonial settings is now being effected by Senate Bills that are surfacing, which would 
enable any non-native person to use the medicine. The medicine is becoming scarce and hard to 
find. If non-native people start having access to this medicine, we will find ourselves without our 
healing azee. It is our duty to protect, preserve and foster our azee, so that our grandchildren, great 
grandchildren will have azee to turn to when they need the healing. If we let this become available to 
all, we won't have any left for our grandchildren. 
We implore your aproval for this legislation, shi nat'oonii, so that we can continue to use the 
ceremonial ways without having to worry about one day loosing it to non-native people. Your YES 
vote would be greatly appreciated. Axe'hee' and have a beautiful day. 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



June 8, 2022 

To whom it may concern, 

My name is Ian Teller, I am 21 years old and from Tsaile, Arizona. I am a registered member of 

the Azee Bee Nahagha of Dine Nation organization and have been made aware by my local 

leaders of recent legislation that proposes the decriminalizing of peyote. I am writing to offer 

my strong disapproval of this legislation and encourage those with the power to oppose, to do 

so. 

I was born and raised in a traditional Dine home and attending Peyote ceremonies was a very 

sacred religious practice to my family and community. The partaking of this form of medicine is 

sacred to Native people and is used in a very strict and sacred process. To decriminalize the 

usage of peyote would result in several unintended consequences that will destroy our way of 

life. Recreational usage of peyote would result in mass production efforts and attempts to 

commercialize this holy sacrament. This would be catastrophic in that it will disregard 

communities of Native people who for too long have been overlooked. Popularizing the usage 

of peyote outside Native communities is not far off from cultural appropriation and can even be 

comparable to creating costumes of Native people that inaccurately depict sacred items of our 

culture. Peyote is not something for experimental recreational fun, because it itself is living 

sacred belief of Native people. It is our prayers and songs; and equivalent to other religious 

practices of faith, such as Christianity. The government has no business in trying to regulate our 

faiths as Dine people. 

I strongly oppose this legislation and hope it will be reconsidered to honor the religious beliefs 

of Native people and take account the effects these laws would have on Indigenous 

communities. Should you need to contact me, I can be reached by email at 

@gmail.com or by phone at 

Ian Teller 



Untitled 

David J. Tsosie <djt485@yahoo.com> 

Tue 6/14/2022 8:42 AM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

The Native people have been denied certain benefits for the last 160 years or so. It started with the taking of our land, our 
children and our language. More recently that have begun to desecrate our spiritual sites and are taking away what is sacred 
to our people. The aim of the Navajo Nation Council to opposed the decriminalization of peyote and any natural plants with 
mescaline substance is in line with the protection of our spiritual way of life. The Azee Bee Nahagha was renamed to align 
itself with the federally recognized spiritual organizations rather than a church as noted by the Non-Native population. I 
appreciate the support of the Navajo Nation Council. 
Dr. David J. Tsosie 
Past President of the ABNDN 
Sent from my iPhone 
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 




