CD-52-19

RESOLUTION OF THE
NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL
24" NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL -- First Year, 2019

AN ACTION RELATING TO NAABIK’IYATI’ AND NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL;
OVERRIDING THE NAVAJO NATION PRESIDENT’S VETO OF NAVAJO NATION
COUNCIL RESOLUTION CO-37-19

BE IT ENACTED:

SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY

A.

All resolutions enacting new law or amending existing laws are
subject to veto by the President of the Navajo Nation pursuant
to 2 N.N.C. § 1005(C) (10) and (11) and override by the Navajo
Nation Council. 2 N.N.C. § 164 (A) (17).

A vetoed resoclution must first be submitted to Naabik’iyati’
Committee before consideration by the Navajo Nation Council.

2 N.N.C. § 164 (A) (17).

Legislation vetoed by the President of the Navajo Nation is
subject to override "by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the
membership of the Navajo Nation Council." 2 N.N.C. § 1005 (C)
{319 «

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS

A.

The Navajo Nation approved an amendment to increase the Navajo
Tribal Utility Authority’s debt 1limit from five hundred
million dollars ($500,000,000) to one billion five hundred
million dollars ($1,500,000,000) in Council Resolution CO-37-
19, attached as Exhibit A.

The Navajo Nation President vetced C0O-37-19 on November 11,
2019 and provided a memorandum, attached as Exhibit B, to
support his decision to veto Council Resolution
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SECTION THREE. OVERRIDE

The Navajo Nation Council hereby overrides the Navajo Nation
President’s veto of Resolution C0O-37-19.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered
by the 24th Navajo Nation Council at a duly called meeting in Window
Rock, Navajo Nation (Arizona), at which a quorum was present and
that the same was passed by a vote of 17 in Favor, and 06 Opposed,
on this 19th day of December 2019.

—

Ho e Seth bd
24t Navajo

/2/27//9

DATE

Speaker
Jation Council

Motion: Honorable Vince James
Second: Honorable Eugenia Charles-Newton

Speaker Seth Damon not voting
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EXHIBIT

A

RESOLUTION OF THE
NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL
24" NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL -- First Year, 2019

AN ACT
RELATING TO LAW AND ORDER, RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT, BUDGET AND
FINANCE, AND NAABIK'IYATI® COMMITTEES AND THE NAVAJO NATION
COUNCIL, APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO 21 N.N.C. §7 (b) (12) INCREASING
THE NAVAJO TRIBAL UTILITY AUTHORITY’'S DEBT LIMIT
BE IT ENACTED:

SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY

finance matte of the Nation,. S N.N.C

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS




SECTION THREE. AMENDMENTS TO 21 N.N.C. § 7 (b)

SECTION FOUR. APPROVAL
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one billion five hundred million dollars ($1,500,000,000).
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CERTIFICATION
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EXHIBIT

B

tabbies*

THE NAVAJO NATION —
JONATHAN NEZ | PRESIDENT MYRON LIZER | VICE PRESIDEN "5,," : “,..'?5
Faawnn

November 11, 2019

Hon. Scth Damon

Oflice of the Speaker
Post OfTice Box 3390
Window Rock., AZ 86515

RE: CO-37-19. Approving Amendments to 21 NN § 7(h)(12) Increasing the Navajo lribal
Utility Authority's Debt Limit

Dear Speaker Damon.
Pursuant to the authonity vested in the Navajo Nation President. | am vetoing CO-37-19

Ihis resolution suffers from the lack of information, A request as large as this should come with
proper justification. sufficient background information to explain the need. and reference to
authority to approve the request. The atmosphere created by Navajo Nation enterprises in recent
weeks brings national attention to the Nation, we must take care in acting on a request from any
enterprise. The legislative and Executive Branches should come together to review our
enterprise’s financials and require that our enterprise’s be transparent to the sole owner.
Additionally. the Navajo Nation's Controller gathered information pertinent 10 the enterprise’s
debt limit but was not allowed to present that information. The lack of proper information and the
unanswered questions from the Oftice of the Controller lead me to veto CO- 37-19.

We are the guardians of the public treasury and as ¢lected ollicials we must ensure our decisions
are based on valid information. The option of raising the debt limit in increments and after
sufficient information is given may be considered in this situation should it return o Navajo
leadership: but at this time | am vetoing CO-37-19.

Sincerely,

STty

Jonathan Nez. President
THE NAVAIJO NATION
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Amd# to Amd#

MOT James, V

SEC Charles-Newton

Yea :

Yea : 17

Begay, E
Begay, K
Brown
Charles-Newton
Crotty

Nay : 6

Begay, P
Daniels

Excused : 0

Not Voting : 0

17

NAVAJO NATION
SPECIAL SESSION

Legislation No. 0362-19

Overriding the NN President's
Veto of NNC Resol. C0-37-19

Nay: 6

Freeland, M
Henio, J
James, V
Nez, R

Halona, P
Smith

Presiding Speaker: Damon

Excused : 0

Slater, C
Stewart, W
Tso

Tso, C

Tso, D

12/19/2019
03:12:42 PM

PASSED

Not Voting : 0

Walker, T
Wauneka, E
Yazzie
Yellowhair

Tso, E
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