NABIAU-44-19

RESOLUTION OF THE
NAABIK’ IYATI’ STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE
24t NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL -- First Year, 2019

AN ACTION

RELATING TO HEALTH EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE AND
NAABIK’ IYATI’ COMMITTEE; ESTABLISHING THE NAVAJO NATION’S POSITION
FOR THE NATION’S ARIZONA STATE LEGISLATORS TO RE-INTRODUCE "“AN ACT
REQUIRING THE ARIZONA HEALTH CARE COST CONTAINMENT SYSTEM
ADMINISTRATION TO SEEK FEDERAL AUTHORIZATION TO REIMBURSE INDIAN
AND TRIBAL HEALTH PROVIDERS”

WHEREAS :

A.

The Navajo Nation established the Naabik’iyati’ Committee as
a Navajo Nation Council standing committee and as such
empowered the Naabik’iyati’ Committee to coordinate all
requests for information, appearances and testimony relating
to proposed county, state and federal legislation impacting
the Navajo Nation. See 2 N.N.C. §§ 700 (A), 701 (A)(6). See
also C0O-45-12.

The Navajo Nation established the Health Education and Human
Services Committee (“HEHSC”) as a Navajo Nation Council
standing committee and as such empowered HEHSC to review and
recommend resolutions relating to health within the Navajo
Nation. 2 N.N.C. §§ 164 (A) (9), 400 et seqg. See also CO-45-12.

The Navajo Nation has a government-to-government relationship
with the State of Arizona.

During the First Regular Session of 2019, Arizona State Senator
Heather Carter introduced Senate Bill 1355 to the 54t
Legislature. The Senate Bill 1355 was not acted upon by the
Arizona legislature. See Arizona SB 1355 attached hereto as
Exhibit A.

Arizona Senate Bill 1355 would have required the Arizona Health
Care Cost Containment System (“AHCCCS”) administration to seek
federal authorization to reimburse the Indian Health Services
and tribal facilities to cover the cost of eligible adult
dental services. Id. See also Exhibit B.

The Fort Defiance Indian Hospital Board Inc., Board of
Directors supported the passage of SB 1355 and respectfully
requested the Navajo Nation to support the passage of Arizona
SB 1355. See Exhibit B.
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

A. The Navajo Nation hereby ESTABLISHES THE NAVAJO NATION'’S
POSITION FOR THE NATION’S ARIZONA STATE LEGISLATORS TO RE-
INTRODUCE “AN ACT REQUIRING THE ARIZONA HEALTH CARE COST
CONTAINMENT SYSTEM ADMINISTRATION TO SEEK FEDERAL
AUTHORIZATION TO REIMBURSE INDIAN AND TRIBAL HEALTH PROVIDERS”
attached hereto as Exhibit A.

B. The Navajo Nation hereby authorizes the Speaker of the Navajo
Nation Council, President of the Navajo Nation, and their
designees, to advocate the Navajo Nation’s position for the
Navajo Nation’s Arizona State Legislators to re-introduce "“AN
ACT REQUIRING THE ARIZONA HEALTH CARE COST CONTAINMENT SYSTEM
ADMINISTRATION TO SEEK FEDERAL AUTHORIZATION TO REIMBURSE
INDIAN AND TRIBAL HEALTH PROVIDERS”.

CERTIFICATION

I, hereby, certify that the foregoing resolution was duly
considered by the Naabik’iyati’ Committee of the 24th Navajo Nation
Council at a duly called meeting in Window Rock, Navajo Nation
(Arizona), at which a quorum was present and that the same was
passed by a vote of 16 in Favor, and 00 Opposed, on this 8" day

of August 2019.
‘.lllln!!!!ggrr
Naabik’ iys

Motion: Honorable Edison J. Wauneka
Second: Honorable Jimmy Yellowhair

Damon, Chairman
Committee

Chairman Seth Damon not voting
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EXHIBIT

Senate Engrossed

State of Arizona

Senate

Fifty-fourth Legislature
First Regular Session
2019

SENATE BILL 1355

AN ACT
REQUIRING THE ARIZONA HEALTH CARE COST CONTAINMENT SYSTEM ADMINISTRATION

TO SEEK FEDERAL AUTHORIZATION TO REIMBURSE INDIAN AND TRIBAL HEALTH
PROVIDERS.

(TEXT OF BILL BEGINS ON NEXT PAGE)
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5.B. 1355

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. AHCCCS; federal authorization; adult dental

services

The Arizona health care cost containment system administration shall
seek federal authorization to reimburse the Indian health services and
tribal facilities to cover the cost of adult dental services that are
eligible for a federal medical assistance percentage of one hundred
percent and that are in excess of the limits prescribed in sections
36-2907 and 36-2939, Arizona Revised Statutes., and that are received
through these entities.
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RESOLUTION OF THE FORT DEFIANCE INDIAN
HOSPITAL BOARD, INC.(FDIHB) BOARD OF DIRECTORS

RESPECTFULLY REQUESTING THE NAVAJO NATION SUPPORT THE PASSAGE OF SENATE

BILL 1355 (S.B. 1355) WITHIN THE STATE OF ARIZONA FIFTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE

WHEREAS:

I

iJ

9.

The Fort Defiance Indian Hospital Board, Inc. (FDIHB and Corporation will be used
interchangeably), was approved and certified by the Navajo Nation Business Regulatory
Department. Division of Economic Development. on July 31, 1995; and

FDIHB assumed operation and management of the Fort Detiance Indian Hospital, now called the
Tséhootsooi Medical Center. Nahata'Dziil health center, and related health programs on March
28. 2010, pursuant to a self-determination contract authorized by the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act, P.L. 93-638, as amended: and

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 1 of the FDIHB Bylaws, the FDIHB Board of Directors (Board)
is empowered to conduct, manage. and control the affairs and business of the Corporation: and

Pursuant to Article X, Section 2 the CEO carries out the decisions and instructions of. and
administering the policies of, the Board in the day-to-day affairs of the Corporation . . . the CEO
shall manage the FDIHB facilities on behalf of the Board: and the CEO is empowered to act in
arcas where no policy has yet been established and immediate action is required.

Arizona State Senator Heather Carter sponsored S.B. 1355 titled: “An Act Requiring the Arizona
Health Care Cost Containment System Administration to seck Federal Authorization to
Reimburse Indian and Tribal Health Providers.™ Attached hereto as Exhibit A.

S.B. 1355 was first read on Fehruary 4. 2019 and has passed the Arizona State Senate on
February 28. 2019 and was transmitted to the House of Representatives (House) on February 28,
2019.

SB 1355 was first read at the House on March 5. 2019. The Housc then referred S.B. 1355 to the
Health and Human Services Committee and the Rules Committee. SB 1355 second reading was
on March 6. 2019. Bill Status Inquiry, is attached as Exhibit B.

S.B. 1355 purpose is to require the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS)
to seek federal authorization to reimburse the Indian Health Services (IHS) and tribal facilities to
cover the cost of adult dental services. Fact Sheet tor S.B. 1355 autached hereto as Exhibit C,

The Federal Medical Assistance Percentages (FMAP) are published annually by the U.S.
Secretary of llealth and Human Services (U.S. Secretary of HHS) and used to determine the




10.

11

amount of federal matching funds for state expenditurcs for assistance payments for certain
soctal scrvices and state medical insurance expenditures. The U.S. Secretary of HHS additionally
prescribes an FMAP specifically for THS and tribal facilitics. The U.S. Social Security Act
specifies that services provided to Mcdicaid-eligihle patients at THS and tribal facilities can be
reimbursed at 100 percent of the FMAP (42 U.S.C. § 1905). See Exhibit C.

S.B. 1355 would require AHCCCS to seek fedcral authornzation to reimburse THS and tribal
tacilities for adult dental services at 100 percent of the cost through FMAP (42 U.S.C. § 1905).
whereas currently tribal facilities are currcntly not receiving any reimbursement for adult denal
services.

The Board finds it is in the best interest of the FDIHB to respectfully request the Navajo Nation
to support the passage of Senate Bill 1355 within the State of Arizona Fifty-Fourth Legislature.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

passage of Senate Bill 1355 in the State of Arizona Fifty-Fourth Legislature. The FDIHB Board of

The FDIHB Board of Directors hereby respectfully request the Navajo Nation to support the

Directors hereby authonzes the Board to advocate the Navajo Nation to support the passage of Senate
Bill 1355 within the State of Arizona Fifty-Fourth Legislature.

CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered by the FDIHB Board of

Directors at a duly called meeting held in Fort Defiance, Arizona, at which a quorum was present and
that same was passcd by a vote of _7_in tavor. 0 opposed and 0 abstained. this 2oM day of March.

2019.

73,

Oscencio Tom, Chairperson
FDIHB Board of Directors

MOTION:  Sonny Clark

SECOND:__ Juania Martinez
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Senate Engrossed

State of Arizona

Senate

Fifty-fourth Legislature
First Regular Session
2019

SENATE BILL 1355

AN ACIT
REQUIRING THE ARIZONA HEALTH CARE COST CONTAINMENT SYSTEM ADMINISTRATION

TO SEEK FEDERAL AUTHORIZATION TGO REIMBURSE INDIAN AND TRIBAL HEALTH
PROVIDERS.

(TEXT OF BILL BEGINS ON NEXT PAGE)



—

OO WL O~ DL WM -

S.B. 1355

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. AHCCCS: federal authorization: adult dental

services

The Arizona health care cost containment system administration shall
seek federal authorization to reimburse the Indian health services and
tribal facilities to cover the cost of adult dental services that are
eligible for a federal medical assistance percentage of one hundred
percent and that are in excess of the 1limits prescribed in sections
36-2907 and 36-2939, Arizona Revyised Statutes, and that are received
through these entities.
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Assigned to HHS FOR COMMITTEE

Exhibit “C”

ARIZONA STATE SENATE

Fifty-Fourth Legislature, First Regular Session
FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1355

AHCCCS: dental services; native Americans

Purpose

Requires the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) to seek federal
authorization to reimburse the Indian health services (IHS) and tribal facilities to cover the cost of
adult dental services.

Background

AHCCCS. Arnizona's Medicaid Program. contracts with health professionals to provide
medically-neccssary health and medical services to cligible members. Currently. AHCCCS
contractors are required to provide: 1) inpatient hospital services: 2) outpatient health services:
3) laboratory and X-ray services: 4) prescription medications: 5) medical supplies. durable medical
equipment, insulin pumps and prosthetic devices: 6) treatment of medical conditions of the eye;
7) early and periodic heath screcning and diagnostic services: 8) family planning services:
9) podiatry services: 10) nonexperimental transplants: 11) up to $1.000 annually for emergency
dental care and extractions per adult member: 12) ambulance and nonambulance transportation:
13) hospice care: and 14) orthotics (A.R.S. § 36-2907).

AHCCCS offers long-term carc services for persons who are elderly or disabled through
the Arizona Long-term Care System (AL TCS). The ALTCS program provides acute care services.
behavioral health services, institutional services. home and community-based services and case
management services. ALTCS program contractors are required to provide dental services in an
annual amount up to $1.000 per ALTCS-eligible member (A.R.S. § 36-2939).

lhe Federal Medical Assistance Percentages (FMAPs) are published annually hy the U.S.
Sccretary of Health and Human Services (U.S. Sccretary of HHS) and used to determine the
amount of federal matching funds for state expenditures for assistance payments for certain social
scrvices and state medical insurance expenditures. The U.S. Secretary of HHS additionally
prescribes an FMAP specifically for THS and tribal facilities. The U.S. Social Security Act
specifies that services provided to Medicaid-eligible patients at IHS and tribal facilities can be
reimbursed at 100 percent of the FMAP (42 11.S.C_§ 1905).

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this
legislation.

Provisions

1. Requires AHCCCS 1o seek federal authorization to reimburse the IHS and tribal facilitics to
cover the cost of adult dental services that are:
a) cligible for 100 percent FMAP;



FACT SHEET
S.B. 1355
Page 2

b) in excess of the limits on covered services: and

¢) received through the THS and tribal facilities.
2 Becomes effective on the general effective date.
Prepared by Senate Research

February 18,2019
CRS/AB/kja
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261 8/8/2019
Naa'bik'iyati Committee Meeting 02:40:57 PM
Amd# to Amd# Legislation 0114-19: Supporting PASSED
MOT Wauneka, E Arizona Senate Bill 1355 Titled
SEC Yellowhair "An Act Requiring the Arizona

Health Care Cost Containment...

Yea: 16 Nay : 0 Excused : 4 Not Voting : 2
Yea: 16
Begay, E Daniels Smith Tso, O
Begay, P Halona, P Tso, C Walker, T
Brown Henio, J Tso, D Wauneka, E
Charles-Newton Nez, R Tso, E Yellowhair
Nay: 0

Excused : 4

Freeland, M Begay, K Stewart, W James, V
Not Voting : 2
Yazzie Crotty

Presiding Chair: Damon



