







































































































































































Federal Actions to Address Impacis of Uranium Contamination in the Navajo Nation iy

NRC staff has been evaluating and resolving generic issues at UMTRCA Title [ sites, icluding
generic groundwater and policy issues related to UM” CA Title I sites under DOE management
that would be relevant to the Navajo Nation sites. The NRC . .0 has a concurrence role on any
cooperative agreement, or modification of cooperative agreement, DOE proposes to enter with the
Navajo Nation, other Native American Tribe. or State for these sites, which ol gation will be
fulfilled, as appropriate, after these agreements are submitted to the NRC for review.

3. Goals for Next Five Years

a. Update the groundwater compliance strategy at Shiprock, New Mexico and evaluate
different treatment options for the Tuba City, Arizona site.

i. DOE will update the groundwater model and review the condition of existing
monitoring wells at Tuba City.

ii. DOE will work with the Navajo Nation to revise the groundwater compliance strategy
by proposing new alternatives for Shiprock and Tuba City (2014). This will include
working with the NRC to obtain its concurrence on the revised strategies.

iii. DOE will continue its evaluation of natur: y occurring groundwater constituents, such
as those at Many Devils Wash, which . pear to have been erroneously . ributed to
uranium illing. If such evidence continues > be supported by research results ‘om
DOE and evaluations by other independent agencies, groundwater efforts in the wash
may end, although all parties agree that Many Devils Wash will not be an acceptable
source of drinking water. Any changes to DOE’s groundwater compliance approach
(including changes to treatment actions in the wash) will be documented in an update
to the Groundwater Action 1 n, which requires Navajo Nation and NRC approval.

iv. The NRC will conduct oversight activities at the four UMTRCA Title 1 sites on the
Navajo Nation in accordance with NRC’s responsibilities under the NRC regulations
and the Atomic Energy Act and the Ul [RCA. W en DOE updates the compliance
strategy at the Shiprock and Tuba City sites, NRC will review and concur, as
appropriate, on any revisions DOE contem| 1tes for the groundwater compliance
activities. In addition, NRC has reviewed and provided comments on the DOE
phytoremediation pilot project at the Monument Valley site and if DOE proposes to
revise the Groundwater Compliance Action Plan (GCAP) for the site. the NRC will
review ar  if appropriate, concur on the revised GCAP.

b. DOE will continue to work with IHS and provide technical support as requested.
In addition, DOE will work with IHS to hold joint workshops, as needed, to inform the
p' lic of the effectiveness of the mitigation of risks of radiation from uranium mill tailings.

c¢. DOE will work with the Navajo Nation to create and implement an outreach and
communication plan. This will include activities such as continuing to work with Diné
College, supporting summer interns, and developing an online media page. DOE’s actions
will be integrated with the broader interagency communication effort.

d. DOE will continue to support NNEPA's use of legally ava ible Highway 160 funds to
remediate mill site-related contamination in Tuba City, near the mill site. DOE funded the
Navajo Nation through a cooperative agreement to conduct the remediation of the Highway
160 site, which was completed in 2011. The » C reviewed the completion report and
concurred that the cleanup met the 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 192 cleanup
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Federal Actions to Address Impco-te of Uranium Contamination in the Navajo Nation 2014

b. Provision of RESEP services. IHS will provide services as identified in the HRSA grant’s
Scope of Work to individuals with potentially compensable health conditions.

€.

Collaboration with the Navajo Nation Division of Health Epidemiology Program. IHS and
ATSDR will work with the Navajo Nation’s Division of Health Epidemiology Program
supporting its efforts to:

= [Evaluate various cancer case rates by geographic location of cancer patient’s
residence an  nown radiation exposure sources.

= Evaluate the alth status of descendants of uranium miners/mill workers.

= Evaluate the potential for a longitudinal human health impact study (as requested
by the Navajo Nation to include physical, psychological and social parameters).

CDC-ATSDR funded Navajo Birth Cohort Study.

iii.

iv.

Continue and complete work on the Navajo Birth Cohort study in cooperation with the
University of New Mexico, the Navajo Nation Community Health Representative
Program, and Navajo Area IHS.

Consider the viability of expanding the laboratory component of the study.

Conduct outreach education about study results to participants and Navajo Nation
leaders and others at community gatherings.

Develop a sustainability plan to evaluate the potential for follow up and/or surveillance
of children from the Birth Cohort study beyond the research 1dy period (with
guidance and input from the Navajo Nation).

Health Care Staff Training. Provide continuing education sessions to Navajo Nation
hospital/clinic healthcare and community based ff.

4. Specific Actions for Next Five Years

Specific actions for the next five years within existing resources will include the provision of
community based services by IHS staff as outlined in this plan under Objective 7 (Health
Studies), item 3.a. (Goals for Next Five Years).

For the (
the next five years within existing resources.

)IC-A SDR funded Navajo Bir  Cohort Study. the following actions are planne for

Continue and complete work on the Navajo irth Cohort Study in cooperation with the
University of New Mexico, the Navajo Nation Community Health Representative
Program and Navajo Area IHS.

Continue outreach to potential study participants to achieve recruitment target of 1500
enrolled mothers and their infants.

Consider the viability of expanding the laboratory component of e Birth Cohort Study
to include other analytes such as polycy: ¢ aromatic hydrocarbons.

Disseminate study results to participants and Navajo Nation leaders and others at
community gatherings.

Continue to conduct developmental assessments of infants enrolled in the study at 2. 4, 6,
9 and 12 months.
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Cross Cutting Strategies

Enhanced Coordinated Outreach and Education

Federal Agencies: All Federal Agencies
Navajo Nation Agencies: All Navajo Nation Agencies

1. Background

Based on experience gained during the last five years, in-person outreach and education play a
very important role in informing residents about the potential impacts of exposure to radiation,
radon, radium, uranium, and other heavy metals. The federal and Navajo Nation agencies have
achieved success reaching out to residents by att  ding Chapter meetings and holding periodic
stakeholder workshops. They have found it is most helpful to the Nation when representatives
fro1 agencies coordinate outreach efforts so that a multitude of issues raised by residents can be

addressed by

1e appropriate representative. A coordinated outreach approach is outlined elow.

2. Goals for Next Five Years

a. Create a Community Outreach Netwo consisting of representatives from relevant federal
and Navajo Nation agencies (including but not I ited to: Uf PA, NNEPA. NNAML,
DOE, IHS, ATSDR, NRC. BIA). The Network will meet on a regular basis and support
the following:

111.

iv.

vi.

vii.

viil.

ix.
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Community Outreach Coordinator who will lead the Network and who will be located
on ¢ Navajo Nation.

A physical location that serves as an office and visitors’ center where people can
obtain information about uranium-related issues from all of the agencies involved in
this effort. The office will be staffed by the Community Outreach Coordinator.
Maintain a master outreach calendar that tracks outreach events planned by each
agency.

Develop an easily accessible website with relevant information regarding uranium
issues with links to resources provided by all agencies.

Plan and organize two stakeholder workshops per year. Workshops will be located in
different geographic loc. ons on the Navajo Nation and will cover topics e :vant to
the interest in the area. Workshops will be planned with assistance from local
grassroots organizations.

Conduct a face-to-face community information effort by communicating with Navajo
and Hopi residents in their homes a  in small groups.

Conduct a | ractive media relations effort that educates reporters about uranium-
related issues so they can « seminate that information to local residents through the
news media.

Devi Hp a poster of relevant information regarding uranium mines, health and water
impacts to be placed in health clinic waiting rooms and Chapter houses.

Create a “Radiation 101" workshop that can be provided to Chapters at their request.
Develop a fact sheet that includes information and contacts from various agencies
(e.g., RECA, safe drinking water, homes scans, and abandoned uranium mine areas).
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Workforce Development and Training

Federal Agency: USEPA
Navajo Nation Agency: NNEPA

1. Background

The actual work on the ground at various sites has identified the need for addition: resources and
attention tc Hb training and worl Hrce development for Navajo community members. The various
cleanup actions to date mobilized federal government employees, Navajo Nation employees, and
federal and Navajo Nation contractors. These projects highlight the opportunity to provide
meaningful and safe involvement of Navajo community members as remediation project workers
at future cleanup projects.

2. Current Status of Work

In summer of 2012, the Navajo Nation was the site for a USEPA Superfund Job Trair g Initiative
project and 19 Navajo community members successfully completed the training. Currently, the
NNEPA is partnering with the Northern Arizona University Institute for Tribal Environmental
Professionals on an environmental workforce development and job training program from
USEPA’s Brownfields Program. An initial class of 20 Navajo community members w  begin a
training program in 2014,

3. Goals for Next Five Years

In 2013, USEPA selected Northern Arizona University for an Environment. Workforce
Development and Job Training grant for $215,000. Through its Institute for Tribal Environmental
Professionals, Northern Arizona University plans to train students and place 35 graduates in
environmental jobs, and track graduates for one year. The core training rogram includes 142
hours of instruction in 40- »ur Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency R¢ onse
(HAZWOPER), radiological technician training, construction safety, hazardous aterii  safe
handling. and ori.  1ition to environmental cleanup. A total of three federal certifications will be
offered. ne university is targeting unemployed residents of e Navajo Nation, particularly those
living in communities impacted by uranium mining and cleanup activities. Key partners include
Navajo Nation Department of Workforce Development, NNI A, Navajo Nation Office of
Economic Development-Church Rock and Shiprock Chapters, and Navajo Nation Council
Delegates.
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APPENDIX A:

This statement was provided by the Navajo Nation.

The Navajo people, or the Diné, have an obligation under the Diné Fundamental Law to respect,
preserve and protect Mother Earth as stewards and guardians for the benefit of future generations.
The Fundamental Law is co fied in 1 Navajo Nation Code (N.N.C.) §206.

The undamental Law is comprised of Natural Law, Traditional Law, Customary Law, . d
Common Law. 1 N.N.C. §§201-206. There is a Diné world view and concept of and relationship
between the environment and 1e natural elements of life. The Diné world view is strongly linked
to the use of core ancient Diné principles and values which should guide environmental
reclamation, restoration and related activ es.

The Diné know that all things have within them the capability of both hozhooji (good or goodness)
and hashkeji (bad or badness). and that both must be balanced to achieve beneficial results. This
balance, known by the Navajo word hdzhd, meaning harmony, is disrupted when natural laws are
not observed. In Western science, this is known as a state of equilibrium, in v ich opposing forces
balance each other out and stability is attained and maintaine

The Diné journey narratives spe. of two lero Twins that set about dealing with the Monsters.
Confrontations with certain of these Monsters, such as hunger and poverty, led to accommodations
to allow them to live for the benefit of the People.

Navajo elders have taught that uranium, or /eetsé (literally, “the dirt that is yellow”), is one of
these Monsters - a powerful element that can disrupt s6zho when it is misused or disrespected.
Certain substances in Mother Earth are not to be disturbed from their resting places, and “the
people now know that uranium is one such substance”. 18 N.N.C. §1301.D.

Since feetsé has been disturbed by past mining and processing activities, Navajo natural laws
charge the Diné with seeking ways to return feetso to its natural balance with Mother Earth so that
it does not further harm the sacred elements or the sacred balance of life.

On May 7, 2012, Ben Shelly, President of the Navajo Nation, created a Uranium Task Force to
coordinate activities relating to the economic, | 1 and environmental impacts of past uranium
mining and processing, and to “promote and achieve cleanups and remediation actions that are
most protective of human health and the environment ...”

On Noven er 4, 2013, the Navajo Nation Uranium Task Force unanimously adopted a resolution
supporting the formation of a commission or advisory board which would be resp: sible for
offering advisory op ions on appropriate remediation options at abandoned uranium mine sites
and former uranium mill sites located in Navajo Indian Country. The Task Force recommended
that the commission be  ided by the principles of Diné undamental Law, 1 N.N.C. §§201-206.
The commission also w  give full consideration to e comments and opinions of the citizens of
the Navajo Nation. The resolution has been submitted to the Navajo Nation President and the
Navajo Nation Council for review an possible action.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Preliminary results of these analyses, conducted during th
along the Puerco River in the Nahata Dziil/Sanders region

exceed the USEPA safe drinking water limit for uranium, ir
Operated by the Arizona Windsong Water Company that s
including children and pregnant woman; and

The negative health effects of chronic uranium as heavy n
well known and unacceptable for all residents of the Puer
The uranium contamination of public waters in Nahata Dz
State of Arizona, the USEPA and the Navajo Nation, for at
actions against the AWWC, yet nothing has been done to

community; and

Safe, clean drinking water is available close to the affectec
water system owned and operated by the Navajo Tribal U
Navajo Nation; and

The Arizona Corporation Commission, among other entitie
a new well and supply uncontaminated water to the resid
This is an emergency situation, and the health of the Nah:
been put at risk for too long.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT
The Nahata Dziit Commission Governance and community
surrounding areas along the Puerco River hereby request
Office of Navajo Hopi Indian Relocation (ONHIR) and Apac
Emergency now exists due to the lack of clean water in th
Arizona; and
Nahata Dziil Commission Governance and community resi
surrounding areas along the Puerco River hereby request
Apache County immediately set aside jurisdictional, progr
effective collaborative and responsible action, and solve t
(a) Connecting the Arizona Windsong Water Company pt
system, as a short-term emergency measure to provit
alternative;
(b) Bringing clean drinking water to the community in tar
connected to the NTUA system; and
(c) Identifying cost-sharing funds to drill a new well to pr
Company system as soon as possible; and
Nahata Dziil Commission Governance and community resi
surrounding areas along the Puerco River hereby request
amend the current Five Year Plan for Uranium Remediatic
ongoing monitoring, documentation, and public reporting
ground waters, soils, air-borne dust, vegetation, and anim
in New Mexico and Arizona, so that all affected communii
face and what measures they must take to protect and en
Nahata Dziil Commission Governance and community resi
Navajo Nation prohibition on new uranium mining and pr
furthermore request that the State of Arizona and State o
uranium mining and processing activities in the watershec

NDCG-2015-07-081

aring 2015, show that at least eight (8) wells
contaminated with levels of uranium that
ding in the public water system owned and
es hundreds of Dine and Non-Dine residents,

il and of uranium as radioactive element are
liver valley; and

nd Sanders have long been known by the

it the past decade, and despite enforcement
2 to bring safe drinking water to the

ntaminated public water system, in the
y Authority(NTUA) at Nahata Dziil on the

1as funds avai  le that could be used to drill
s of Nahata Dziil and Sanders; and
Jziil and Sanders community members has

SOLVED THAT

iidents of Nahata Dziil and Sanders and

t the State of Arizona, the Navajo Nation, the
County immediately declare that a State of
sublic water system in Park Estates, Sanders,

its of Nahata Dziil and Sanders and

t the State of Arizona, Navajo Nation and
matic, and other red tape that prevent
yroblem by;

- water system to the adjacent NTUA water
afe water to local residents; or in the

rucks until residents’ homes can be
ie water to the Arizona Windsong Water

its of Nahata Dziil and Sanders and

Navajo Nation and the USEPA immediately
nd Cleanup, to provide for continuous
uranium and radioactivity in surface waters,
along the Puerco and Little Colorado Rivers
may know with certainty what risks they

e public health and well-being; and

its of Nahata Dziil and Sanders supports the
ssing in Navajo Indian Country, and

aw Mexico support a policy prohibiting new
the Colorado River and Rio Grande.

‘
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CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly con
Governance at a duly called special meeting at Nahata Dzi
NAVAJO NATION, Sanders, {Arizona), at which a quorum v
of 03 in favor, 00 opposed and 01 abstained, on this 30" ¢

AL

Darryi T. Ahasteen, Commission President
Nahata Dziit Commission Governance

Motion by: Wayne Lynch
Second by: Margaret Bedonie

NDCG-2015-07-081

ered by Nahata Dziil Commission

‘'ommission Governance Meeting Hall,

present and that same was passed by a vote
of July 2015.
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