NABIJY-54-17

RESOLUTION OF THE
NAABIK’ IYATI’' COMMITTEE OF THE
NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL
23rd NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL -- THIRD YEAR, 2017

AN ACTION

RELATING TO THE LAW AND ORDER AND NAABIK’IYATI’ COMMITTEES; SUPPORTING
AND RECOMMENDING THE PASSAGE OF SENATE BILL 772, 115%F UNITED STATES
CONGRESS — 1t SESSION

WHEREAS :

A.

The Law and Order Committee (LOC) of the Navajo Nation Council, has
legislative oversight over the Navajo Nation courts, administrative
legal tribunals, criminal defense, legal defense of the indigent,
juvenile justice, corrections, law enforcement and emergency
management, pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 600(C).

. As such LOC is empowered with all prudent powers necessary and

proper to represent the Navajo Nation at local, state, and federal
levels 1in coordination with the President of the Navajo Nation,
appropriate committee of the Navajo Nation Council and the Chief
Justice in advocating for legislation, funding or actions relating
to the justice systems, administrative legal tribunals and public
safety activities. See 2 N.N.C. §§ 601(A) and 601 (B) (13).

. The Navajo Nation established the Naabik’iyati’ Committee as a

Navajo Nation Council standing committee and as such empowered
Naabik’iyati’ Committee to assist and coordinate all requests for
information, appearances and testimony relating to proposed county,
state and federal legislation impacting the Navajo Nation. 2 N.N.C.
§§ 164 (A) (9), 701(A) (4), 701(A)(6) (2015); CO-45-12.

Statements of policy are written statements submitted to federal,
state or local governments by a Navajo Nation official stating the
official position of the Navajo Nation on proposed legislation or
other action by that government. 2 N.N.C. § 100 (W).

. The Navajo Nation has a government-to-government relationship with

the United States of America, Treaty of 1868, Aug. 12, 1868, 15
Stat. 667.

. On March 29, 2017, the AMBER Alert in Indian Country Act of 2017 (S.

772) - sponsored by Senator John McCain - was introduced to the
115" United States Congress - 1°5% Session to be enacted by the
Senate and House of Representatives; S. 772 is attached as Exhibit
A, .

. S. 772 is a bill to amend the Exploitation of Children Today Act of

2003 (also known as the “Protect Act”) to make Indian tribes
eligible for AMBER Alert grants. The grant program for support of
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AMBER Alert communications plans requires the Attorney General to
carry out a program and provide grants to States and Indian Tribes
for the development or enhancement of programs and activities for
support of AMBER Alert Communications plans, pursuant to 42 U.S.C.
5791c(a). (Emphasis added).

H. S. 772 is amending the Protect Act, 42 U.S.C. § 5791lc, under the
sections: (a) program required to include Indian tribes; (c) federal
share to include a waiver of federal share if the Attorney General
determines that an Indian tribe does not have sufficient funds
available to comply with the Federal share requirement; and (e)
administration to include a definition of Indian tribe.

I. The activities funded by grants under the program may include:

1. The development and implementation of education and training
programs, and associated materials, relating to AMBER Alert
communications plans;

2. The development and implementation of law enforcement programs;
and associated equipment, relating to AMBER Alert communications
plans;

3. The development and implementation of new technologies to improve
AMBER Alert communications;

4. The integration of State or regional AMBER Alert communication
plans with an Indian tribe; and

5. Such other activities as the Attorney General considers
appropriate for supporting the AMBER Alert communications
program.

See 42 U.S.C. § 5791(b) (1)-(5) (2003); attached as Exhibit B.

J. It is within the best interest of the Navajo Nation to support the
passage of S. 772, to amend the Protect Act to make Indian tribes
eligible for AMBER Alert grants.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

A. The Navajo Nation hereby supports and recommends the passage of S.
772, to amend the Protect Act to make Indian tribes eligible for
AMBER Alert grants; attached as Exhibit A.

B. The Navajo Nation hereby authorizes the Navajo Nation President, the
Navajo Nation Speaker, the Navajo Nation Chief Justice and their
designees, to advocate for the passage of S. 772, to amend the
Protect Act to make Indian tribes eligible for AMBER Alert grants.
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CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing = resolution was duly
considered by the Naabik’iyati Committee of the 23 Navajo Nation
Council at a duly called meeting in Window Rock, Navajo Nation
(Arizona), at which a gquorum was present and that the same was passed
by a vote of 11 in favor and 00 oppose, this 6™ day of July 2017.

CoxlpeyB—

Honorable LoRenzo C. Bates, Chairperson
Naabik’iyati Committee

Motion: Honorable lLee Jack, Sr.

Second: Honorable Jonathan Perry

Chairperson not voting

(Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. §700 (D), Two members from each committee)
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.' 23rd Navajo Nation Council
Naabik'iyati’ Committee

Date: July 6, 2017
Legislation No._ O\99 -\ 1

Motion: | ., el Sy
Second: J ovie Hoanm pt\rv‘\;{

ALL DELEGATES: BY COMMITTEE:

Yea | Nay | TOTAL |

BATES, LoReéenzo C.
BEGAY, Kee Alien Jr.
BEGAY, Norman M.
BEGAY, Steven
BEGAYE, Nelson
BENNETT, Benjamin L.
BROWN, Nathaniel

CHEE, Tom T.
DAMON, Seth

JACK, Lee Sr.

SLIM, Tuchoney Jr.
WITHERSPOON, Dwight
TSOSIE, Leonard

CHEE, Tom T.
CROTTY, Amber K. BEGAY, Norman M.
DAMON, Seth BEGAY, Steven

DANIELS, Herman
FILFRED, Davis

HALE, Jonathan L.
JACK, Lee Sr.

PERRY, Jonathan
PETE, Leonard H,
PHELPS, Walter
SHEPHERD, Alton Joe
SLIM, Tuchoney Jr.
SMITH, Raymond Jr.
TSO, Otto

TSOSIE, Leonard
WITHERSPOON, Dwight
YAZZIE, Edmund

BEGAYE, Nelson
BROWN, Nathaniel
CROTTY, Amber K.
HALE, Jonathan L.

BEGAY, Kee Allen Jr.
DANIELS, Herman
SMITH, Raymond Ir.
TSO, Otto
YAZZIE, Edmund

BENNETT, Benjamin L.
FILFRED, Davis
PERRY, Jonathan
PETE, Leonard H.
PHELPS, Walter
SHEPHERD, Alton Joe

BATES, LoRenzo C.
GRAND TOTAL l (Votes only in a tie)

CERTIEIGATH

Honorabte LoRenzo C. Bat
Speaker












	Exhibit A
	Exhibit B

