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CJA-3-16 ’
RESOLUTION OF THE
NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL ‘
239 NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL -—- Second Year, 2016

AN ACT

RELATING TO LAW AND ORDER, HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND HUMAN
SERVICES, AND NAABIK’ IYATI’ COMMITTEES AND THE NAVAJO NATION
COUNCIL; ESTABLISHING THE NAVAJO NATION VETERANS . MINISTRATION
AND NAVAJO NATION VETERANS ADVISORY COUNCIL AND AMENDING 2
N.N.C. § 1703 AND 1704

BE IT ENACTED:

Section One. Findings
A. The Law and Order Committee of the Navajo Nation Council,
pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 601(B)(14), reviews and makes

recommendations to the Navajo Nation Council on proposed
amendments to and enactments in the Navajo Nation Code.

B. The Health, Education and Human Services Committee of the
Navajo Nation Council, pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 401(B)(6),
has the power to review and recommend resolutions relating
to veterans and veteran se¢ vices. '

C. The Naabik’iyati’ Committee of the Navajo Nation Council,
pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 164(A)(9), reviews proposed
legislation which reguires final action by the Navajo
Nation Council.

D. The purpose of this legislation is to establish a veterans’
administration under the Office of the President and Vice
President, which effectively and efficiently provides

outreach, services and benefits to veterans.

E. The legislation also establishes a Navajo Nation Veterans
Advisory Counci to recognize veterans and ensure veteran
participation in policy and data ¢ s;tem development.
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Q. The Department of Navajo Veterans Affairs must be a
separate Adn 1istration within the Executive branch to seek
recognition £r« the United States Department of Veterans
Affairs.

R. Navajo veterans face tremendous <challenges accessing

veterans’ benefits and services for health care, housing,
education, and employment, often times traveling hundreds
of miles round ¢trip from Navajo communities to federal
Veterans Administration health care facilities or service
offices.

S. The Office of the President and Vice-President, in
col aboration with the Department of Veterans Affairs,
Division of Health and the Agency Veteran’s Organizations,
conducted eight public hearings on the estak ishment of the
veterans’ administration at various locations including
Fort Defiance, Chinle, To’naness’'dizi, Crownpoint,
Tohajiilee, Nenahnezad, Tolani Lake and Shiprock and
received numerous comments on the proposal for a veterans’
administration.

T. It is in the best interest of Navajo Nation Veterans that
an executive level administration be established to ensure
quality services are provided to those Veterans and may
partner with other veterans organizations.

! Section Two. Establishing the Navajo Veterans Administration

The Navajo Nation hereby establishes the Navajo Veterans
Administration within the Navajo Nation Code, Title 2, Sections
1031 et seqg., as follows:

TITLE 2. NAVAJO NATION GOVERNMENT
CHAPTER 5. EXECUTIVE BRANCH

SUBCHAPTER 1. Generally
¥ % ko
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§ 1703. Perscnnel and organization
B. Organization.

| 1. The Division of Human Resources shall be comprised of
programs and administrative components as may be
deemed necessary subject to legislative review and
approval of the department’s and/or program’s plans of
operation.

2. The Division of Human Resources shall consist of the
following departments and offices:

a. Department of Personnel Management
b. Navajo Department of Workforce Development
c. Navajo Department of Retirement Services

é—bepartment—of Veterans—-Affairs-

e~d. Office of Broadcast Services

f£-e. Office of Navajo Labor Relations

g-f. Office of Navajo Women and Families

h—g. Navajo Office of Vital Records

i++h. Navajo Occupational Safety and Health
Administration

3~i. Department of Child Support Enforcement

¥~j. Staff Development and Training Program

+-k. Navajo Nation Band

§ 1704. Responsibility and Authority

A. The Division of Human Resources provides centralized and
decentralized human resources program services to the Navajo
Nation government. The Division management is accountable to

the President of the Navajo Nation for performance of its
functional responsibilities in an effective and efficient

manner. All mana¢ nent Personnel within the Division shall have
sufficient authority established by their plans of operation to
perform their job responsibilities not inconsistent with the
Master Plan or Navajo law.
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CERTIFICATION
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I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly
considered by the Navajo Nat »n Council at a duly called meeting
in Window Rock, Navajo Nation (Arizona) at which a quorum was
present and that the same was passed by a vote of 20 in favor

and 0 opposed, this 26th day of January 2016.

LoRenzo Bates, Speaker
Navajo Nation Council

Motion: Honorable Jonathan Perry
Second: Honorable Davis Filfred

ACTION BY THE NAVAJO NATION PRESIDENT:

1. I hereby sign into law the foregoing
legislation, pursuant to 2 .N.C.
on this Z § day

v RusselT\Begaéé, Président

Navajo Nation

2. I hereby veto he foregoing
legislation, pursuant to 2 N.N.C.
§1005 (C) (1 ), this day of

2016 for the reason(s)
expressed in the attached letter to
the Speake

Russell Begaye, President
Navajo Nation
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RCS# 359

Amd# to Amd#
MOT Perry
SEC Filfred

Yea: 20

Yea: 20
Begay, K Brown
Begay, M Damon
Begay, NM Daniels
BeGaye, N Filfred
Bennett Hale
Nay: 0
Not Voting : 4
Yazzie Chee

NAVAJO NA DN

1/26/2016
Winter Session 03:55:58 PM
Legislation No. 0006-16 PASSED

Establishing the NN Veterans
Administration and NN Veterans

Advisory Council
Nay: 0 Not Voting : 4
Jack Slim
Perry Smith
} Tso
Ips Tsosie
pherd Witherspoon

Crotty Bates
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