N IJA-05-18

RESOLUTION OF THE

NAABIK'IYATI' STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE

23RD NAVAJO NA7T DN COUNC: - Fourth Year, 2018
AN ACTION
RELATING TO T 30UR(CT 3 AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE AND

NAABIK’ IYATI’ COMMITTEE OPPOSING H.R. 4532 TITLED "“SHASH JAA
NATIONAL MONUMENT AND INDIAN CREEK NATIONAL MONUMENT ACT”

WHEREAS :

A.

The Navajo Nation established the Resources and Development
Committee (“™RDC”) as a Navajo Nation Council standing
committee and as such empowered RDC with oversight of land,
environmental protection and cultural resources and
authority to review and recommen resolutions to the
Naabik’iyati’ Committee and Navajo Nation Council to
accomplish or impact the Committee purpose. See 2 N.N.C.
§§ 164 (A) (9), 500 (Cc), 501 (B)(4) (a) (2015); See also CO-
45-12.

The Navajo Nation established the Naabik’ ;ati’ Committee
as a Navajo Nation Council standing committee and as such
empowered Naabik’iyati’ Committee to coordinate with all
committees, Chapters, branches and entities concerned with
all Navajo appearances and testimony before Congressional
committees, and departments of the United States
government. See 2 N.N.C. §§ 54 (A) (9), 700 (A), 701 (A)(8)
(2015); See also CO-45-12.

The Navajo Nation has a government-to-government
relationship w: 1 the United States of America, reaty of
1868, Aug. 12, 1868, 15 Stat. 667.

In Proc. nation 9558 of Decer er 28, 2016, President Barack
Obama exercised his authority under section 320301 of Title
54, United States Code (the Antiquities Act), and
established the Bear Ears National Monument located in the
state of Utah. The Proclamation reserved approximately 1.35
million acres of federal land to be protected and managed

by the Department ¢ the Interior’s Bureau of Land
Management and Department of Agriculture’s United St¢ =s
Forest Service. The Proclamation also acknowledged the

centuries of habitation of the area by indigenous peoples,
the protection it provided to Navajo people during the Long
Walk to Fort Sumner, and the profound sacredness of the
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land encompassing the Bears Ears National Monument to the
Navajo Nation and other surrounding Native American tribes.
In addition to the historical and cultural importance of
the area, the Proclamation also established the Bears Ears
National Monument for the protection of including but not
limited to, various vegetation, geology, topography and
ecology found within. The Proclamation also established the

Bears Ear Commission, comprised of tribal leaders, to
provide guidance and recommendation in the development and
implementation of the Monument’s management plans. See

Proclamation No. 9558, 82 Fed. Reg. 3, 1139 (Jan. 5, 2017)
attached hereto as Exhibi A.

In Proclamation 9681 of ecember 4, 2017, President Donald
Trump unlawfully attempted to revoke the Bears Ears
National Monument established in Proclamation 9558 and
attempted to create two new smaller monumer s at Indian
Creek and Shash Jaa that combined equal only 15 percent of
the origine 1.35 million-acre landbase of the ears Ears
National Monument. See Proclamation No. 9681, 82 Fed. Reg.
235, 58081 (Dec. 8, 2017) attached hereto as Exhibit B.

On December 4, 2017, H.R. 4532 titled “Shash Jaa National
Monument and Indian Creek National Monument Act” was
introduced to the House of Represer atives. H.R. 4532 seeks
to vold and nullify Presidential Proclamation 9558 Dby
President Barack Obama. See H.R. 4532, 115% Cong. (2017)
attached hereto as Exhibit C.

The Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition 1s comprised of
various Indian tribes including the Navajo Nation,
represented by the Honorable Davis Filfred, The Hopi Tribe,
The Ute Indian Tribe, U = Mountain Ute Tribe and the Zuni
Tribe.

The Navajo Nation recognizes that the area known as Bears
Fars National Monument is of great significance to other
Indian tribes such as the Hopi, Zuni, and Ute.

The Navajo Nation has historical, cultural, and economic
connections to the area known as the Bears Ears National
Monument that predate Utah statehood in 1896. Association
with the Bears Ears area by the Navajo people is evidenced
by oral histories, ruins, and the continued utilization of
the resources located within the vicinity of Bears Ears.
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Navajo Nation opposes H.R. 4532 for the following

reasons:

See

The Act will codify the unlawful actions set forth in
Presidential Proclamation 9681 and thereby reduce the
landbase of the Bears Ears National Monument by more

ran 1,121,000 acres as established by President
Barack Obama 1in Presidential Proclamation 9558 to
approximately 142,337 acres >r the “Shash Jaa
National Monument” and approximately 86,447 acres for
the “Indian Creek National Mont :nt”;

The reduction of the Bears Ears National Monument will
leave countless cultural, natural, and sacred objects
unprotected;

The Act will create a management council composed of
both proponents and opponents of the Bears Ears
National Monument thereby creating potential imbalance
and gridlock to any successful coordination of
management of the national monument;

The Act will eliminate meaningful government-to-
government relations between tribes and the federal
government facilitated by the Bears Ears Commission by
imposing the State of Utah as a significant barrier
between the two;

The Act will impose a division between affected tribes
as evidenced in the imbalance of tribal representation
on management boards and the use of one indigenous
language over the others in the naming of the natiocnal
monument ;

The Act 1ncludes a land exchange prov sion that has
the potential to affect tribal reservation lands and
only allows for tribal consultation as an avenue for
objection to land exchanges between the federal
government and the State of Utah.

The Shash J&a National Monument and Indian Creek

National Monument Act: Hearing on H.R. 4532 Before the U.S.
House of Representatives Comm. on Nature Resources, 115tk

Cong.

(2018) (Testimony of the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal

Coalition) attached hereto as Exhibit D.
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

A. The Navajo Nation hereby opposes H.R. 4532 titled “Shash
Jéda National Monument and Indian Creek National Monument
Act” because H.R. 4532 seeks to congressionally nulli vy
Presidential Proclamation 9558 and reduce the lan »ase of
the Bears Ears National Monument.

B. The Navajo Nation hereby authorizes the President of the
Navajo Nation, and the Navajo Nation Washington Office, and
their designees, to advocate the Navajo ition’s opposition
to H.R. 4532 titled “Shash J&a National Monument and Indian

Creek National Monument Act” and to advocate for
acknowledgment of the lawful ¢ signation of the fu L 1.35
million acre-monument established in Presidential

Proclamation 9558, as well as swift imy =zmentation of the
collaborative management approach described therein.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby <certify that the foregoing resolution was duly
considered by the Naabik’iyati’ Committee of the 23¥@ Navajo
Nation Council at a du ; called meeting in Window Rock, Navajo
Nation (Arizona), at which a quorum was present 1d that the
same was assed by a vote of 12 in Favor and 00 Opposed, on this
18th day ot January, 2018.

s B N "/’/ R . & —
_aygesis

LoRenzo C. Bates, Chairperson
Naabik’iyati’ Committee

Motion: Honorable Leonard H. Pete
Second: Honorable Jonathan Perry

Chairperson Bates not voting
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