






















































































THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY 

LEGISLATION NO.: 0049-22 

SPONSOR: Honorable Wilson C. Stewart, Jr. 

1st Report 

TITLE: An Act Relating to the Resources and Development, Budget and 
Finance, and Naabik'iyati' Committees, and to the Navaio Nation Council; 
Approving $500,000 from the Sihasin Fund for the Assessment, Removal, and 
Cleanup of Old Residential Units in the Community of Navaio, New Mexico; 
Approving the Related Expenditure Plan in a Accordance with 12 N.N.C. § 
2505{A) 

Posted: March 09, 2022 at 5:48 PM 

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: March 14, 2022 

Digital Comments received: 

Comments Supporting 

Comments Opposing 

Comments/Recommendations 

egisla~ creta 
Office of Legislative Services 

March 15, 2022; 8:25 AM 
Date/Time 

Page 1 of 1 

1) Glenda Davis 
2) Prestene Garnenez 
3) Justin Morgan 
4) Nahnbah Ciccarello 
5) Genevieve Jackson 
6) Pauline J. Garnenez 
7) Francine Tom 
8) Natanya Y. Garnenez 

None 

None 



Comment to clean up old houses in Navajo, NM 

glenda animalrezq.org <glenda@animalrezq.org > 

Sat 3/ 12/2022 6:28 AM 

To:comments <comments@ navaj o-nsn.gov>; 

Importance: High 

LEGISLATION NO: _0049-22_ SPONSOR: Wilson C. Stewart, Jr. 

TITLE : An Act Relating to the Resources and Development, Budget and Finance, and Naabik'fyati' Committees, 
and to the Navajo Nation Council; Approving $500,000 from the Sfhasin Fund for the Assessment, Removal, 
and Cleanup of Old Residential Units in the Community of Navajo, New Mexico; Approving the Related 
Expenditure Plan in a Accordance with 12 N.N.C. § 2505(A) 

The community of Navajo, NM has pulled together a team of leaders to address issues. The leadership of the 
chapter, various corporations and the concerned community members continue to improve the quality of life 
for their residents. These individuals take pride in their community and want that pride to be instilled in the 
children, youth, adults and elders. This community wants to clean up the 53 old, unsafe housing structures 
that riddle their community. Fifty-three structures, is an eye sore for a community that is trying to build an 
economic base and become a self-sufficient community. 

Our organization works in this community. The leadership of the Navajo Community has a sincere approach 

and a never-ending desire to improve their community. We, Animal Rez-Q Inc, urge the 24th Navajo Nation 
Council to support legislation #0049-22. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Glenda Davis, RVT, MBA 
President, Animal Rez-Q Inc (www.AnimalRezQ.org) 
PO Box 387 

Window_Rock, _AZ 86515 

"Healthy_Animals,. Healthy Families, Healthy_ Communities" 
Glenda S Davis, RVT, MBA 

Founder I President 
Animal Rez-Q, Inc. (www.An imalRezQ.org) 

PO Box 387 

Window Rock, AZ 86515 

{928} 

"Like us on FaceBook/AnimalRezQ" 



Legislation 0049-22 

Prestene Garnenez < pgarnenez@navajotownsite.org > 

Mon 3/ 14/2022 10:10 AM 

To:comments <comments@ navajo-nsn.gov>; 

To whom it may concern: 

Please accept this letter of support for Legislation 0049-22 for $500,000 for the removal of blighted units (Phase I) in Navajo, New 
Mexico (Red Lake #18 Chapter) . This legislation and funding are very much needed in our community. 

I've lived in this community for most of my life and I remember when the mill was still in operation and our little town was a great little 
place to live. We had a recreation center, swimming pool , laundromat, small medical clinic, dental clinic, and library here. The homes 
were nice, our streets were maintained , and small parks here and there offered some family gathering spaces for people. 
Unfortunately, the local mill closed and with it, the community seemed to take a downward spiral as well. Streets wore down and filled 
with potholes, the recreation center was closed , abandoned and eventually burned down, and many of the houses that housed the 
employees of the sawmill began to deteriorate. Today there are many houses that are burned, boarded up, and filled with graffiti. It 
gives this overall impression of sadness, a place where crime happens a lot, and just an all-round sense of despair. I've researched 
that our environment has a great impact on our mental and emotional senses. Now imagine our children who see this 
deterioration everyday as they walk to school where we tell them to learn , do better, lead healthy lives yet when , as a community we do 
not do even that for them. Or how we talk about honoring our elders; how it is honoring our elders when we ask them to live in fear next 
to one of these blighted units where vandals or transients come to "party" or do other illegal activities? It's not right. 

Before I became Executive Director of NTCDC, I often wondered why these blighted homes were not cleaned up or renovated. Having 
worked here for a year now, I see how complicated the issues of fixing or tearing down these homes are. I've worked the past year with 
my Council Delegate Wilson Stewart, Jr. , to understand the relationship and why we are looking to the Navajo Nation to help fix these 
issues. I've put together a paper, conducted some research into costs, and have some plans for the future to make these locations 
prosperous once again. The point I am trying to make is that we're not just asking to tear down these homes, but rather it is a first step 
in turning our community around with more housing options, community and economic development, and plans to help our community 
grow. I think we're ready. 

I hope you will support this legislation and help our community become prosperous, vibrant, and healthy once again . 

Sincerely, 

Prestene Garnenez, Executive Director 
Navajo Townsite Community Development Corporation 
P.O. Box 876 
Navajo, New Mexico 87328 
E: 12garnenez@nava jotownsite.org 
T:(505)777-2245 
F: (505)777-2268 
WARN ING: External emai l. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on lin ks. 



Please remove blighted houses in Navajo New Mexico 

Justin Morgan <justinkeemorgan@icloud.com > 

Mon 3/14/2022 10:11 AM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

Good afternoon, 

My name is Justin Morgan and I am a former resident of Navajo New Mexico. I have driven through there recently and I have 
seen many houses that are damaged. I'm asking to support legislation that removes these blighted houses. They pose a 
threat to overall safety. No one does the maintenance so often times they are burned, vandalized and pilfered. 

Thank you for your time, 

Justin Morgan 

Sent from my iPhone 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



Legislation No: 0049-22; Sponsor: Honorable Delegate Wilson C. 
Stew a rt, Jr. 

Mon 3/ 14/2022 5:39 PM 

To:comments <comments@navaj o-nsn.gov>; 

Good Afternoon, 

I am in support of Legislation No #0049-22, for the cleanup of old residential units in my community of Navajo, NM. 

These run down, torn, dilapidated units continue to be a depressing sight for sore eyes of our beautiful, precious 
community. My siblings and I are very proud that our paternal side of our family is the Red Lake Community. We grew 
up here and one-by-one we have all moved our families back to enjoy the benefits our community has to offer. We want 
our community to continue to thrive and be welcoming for generations to come. It's sad that it was once booming with 
the old sawmill was still operating, but it can be so again, but we first need to get rid of the old stuff that has no use. 

We don't want these abandoned structures to be inviting places to do things that are not good for our community. 

I hope that funds are approved and allocated for needed cleanup. We try our best, like during Earth Day to clean up the 
roadside and community and around our homes, please help us in making a major difference in getting rid of these gross 
unwanted trash and rundown buildings. 

Thank you. 

Nafin/3afi Ciccare [[o, Tax Compliance Officer 

P.O. Box ------ ----- - ------ --
St. Michaels, AZ 86511 -- -- ------- ------- -------- ---- ------
Email : ncbug49@yahoo.com 



0049-22 

Jackson Yahoo <gledezbah4reeder@yahoo.com> 

Tue 3/15/2022 8:23 AM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

Please remove the ugly deserted buildings in Navajo, NM. They lend themselves to rapes, bootlegging and murders within 
the community. We must protect the Youth and elderly. Even the ordinary citizens need protection from this mayhem that 
occurs here. Also fix the roads! They are big enough to fall into and seriously injure people and cars. Thank you. Genevieve 
Jackson 

Sent from my iPad 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



Support for Legislation 0049-22 

Prestene Garnenez <pgarnenez@gmail.com> 

Tue 3/15/2022 8:23 AM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

SENDING ON BEHALF OF: 

Name: Pauline J. Garnenez, f2jgarnenez@gmail.com 

P.O. Box 

______ _____ Navajo, New Mexico_87328 

Position/Title: Lifelong Red Lake #18 Chapter Community Member and Resident 

I, Pauline J. Garnenez, am in favor of LEGISLATION NO: 0049-22 sponsored by Honorable Council Delegate Wilson Stewart (Red Lake #18, 
Fort Defiance, Sawmi ll, and Crystal), and request the support of the Resources and Development, Budget and Finance, and Naabik'fyati' 
Committees to approve LEGISLATION NO. 0049-22. 

As a lifelong resident and an active community member of Red Lake #18 Chapter, I have witnessed the formation of the former NFPI under 
the administration of Tribal Chairman Paul Jones and Scott Preston during the 1950s. The creation of jobs by the mill allowed our town to 
thrive with new housing development by Navajo Townsite Community Development which was created in partnership with NFPI. Through 
the years, our community enjoyed a brand new recreation center, a grocery store, laundromat, arcade, chi ldren's libra ry, gas station; and a 
new elementary and new high school for our residents and children. Lifelong friendships were made among my generation and among our 
children. It was a wholesome and live ly community. However, the times have changed and the mill closed down. As a result, lifelong 
residents like myself, witnessed a gradual decline in the appearance of our town and living conditions of the housing at its worst. Driving 
through the town of Navajo is not a pretty sight with so many damaged, burnt-out, and dilapidated houses which displays a negative sense 
of feeling to anyone living in our community or travelers passing through. 

Right now, under the leadership of the 24th Navajo Nation Council and the direction of the current NTCDC management, our community 
has a rare opportunity to make a positive change. We need our current leaders to provide continued financial support the way the Jones­
Preston Administration supported the goal to start the NFPI back in the 1950s. We need RDC, BFC and NABI to approve this legislation of 
$500,000.00 from the Sihasin Funds for the Assessment, Removal, and Cleanup of Old Residential Units in the Community of Navajo, New 
Mexico and to approve the related Expenditure Plan in Accordance with 12 N.N.C. § 2505(A). As an elder, I look forward to seeing these 
changes take effect soon whi le I'm stil l alive and see our community return to a healthy and safe environment. We need a community that 
we can all be proud of. Thank you. 
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



0049-22 

Francine Tom <tom.francine@yahoo.com > 

Tue 3/ 15/ 2022 8:23 AM 

To:comments <comments@ navajo-nsn.gov>; 

I do support this resolution for NTCDC. We need a clean and safe community here in Navajo, NM . 

Sent from Mail for Windows 

WARNING: Extern al email . Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on lin ks. 



Comments to LEGISLATION NO: 0049-22 

Natanya Garnenez <nygarnenez@gmail.com> 

Tue 3/15/2022 8:23 AM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

Name: Natanya Y. Garnenez,.QY.garnenez@gmail.com 
P.O. Box 

Navajo, New Mexico 87328 

Position/Title: Red Lake #18 Chapter Community Member and Resident 

Yah ah teeh, 

My name is Natanya Y. Garnenez and I'm a current resident of Red Lake #18 Chapter. I would like to share my comments and show my 
support that I am in favor of LEGISLATION NO: 0049-22 sponsored by Honorable Counci l Delegate Wilson Stewart. I respectful ly request 
the Resources and Development, Budget and Finance, and Naabik'iyati ' Committees to approve LEGI SLATION NO. 0049-22. 

Right now, our Navajo community has a chance to make a positive change to our community. Approving this legislation is only the start of 
something better. Like any other project, we need people to do the work and funding to help. The funding that will be provided by the 

24th Navajo Nation Council wil l do much, we are only asking for support and an opportunity. Please carefully consider supporting and 
approving LEGISLATION NO: 0049-22. Thank you, Leaders. 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY 

LEGISLATION NO.: 0049-22 

SPONSOR: Honorable Wilson C. Stewart, Jr. 

2nd Report 

TITLE: An Act Relating to the Resources and Development, Budget and 
Finance, and Naabik'iyati' Committees, and to the Navajo Nation Council; 
Approving $500,000 from the Sihasin Fund for the Assessment, Removal, and 
Cleanup of Old Residential Units in the Community of Navajo, New Mexico; 
Approving the Related Expenditure Plan in a Accordance with 12 N.N.C. § 
2505(A) 

Posted: March 09, 2022 at 5:48 PM 

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: March 14, 2022 

Digital Comments received: 

Comments Supporting 

Comments Opposing 

Comments/Recommendations 

egisla~ ecreta 
Office of Legislative Services 

March 15, 2022; 12:25 PM 
Date/Time 

Page 1 of 1 

1) Jonathan Hale, NTCDC 

None 

None 



Comment for Legislation # 0049-22 

jonzcomet <jonzcomet@yahoo.com > 

Tue 3/15/2022 12:12 PM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

Ya'ah'teeh shi ke', I am in support of Legislation 0049-22 to remove and remediate the 
blight of old homes from the era of Navajo Forest Products Industry thriving years. The 
homes were of NFPI employees that changed hands via management agreement with the 
Navajo Nation to NTCDC. With this responsibility the homes are owned by the Navajo 
Nation and managed by NTCDC. 

Since then, the homes have aged and in some instances were abandoned by previous 
tenants. As the organization tried to process the blighted homes over the years the cost 
has accelerated leaving the initiative unattainable by the business organizations. To 
address the growing community and its need to improve its surroundings and prosper the 
legislation was initiated to address the cleanup of the homes and move forward to a healthy 
community for its generations to come. 

I recommend full support to ensure healthy communities for the residents and leadership 
of Navajo, New Mexico. Ahxe'hee. 

Sincerely: 
Jonathan Hale, Board President 
Navajo Townsite Community Development Corporation. 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
24th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 

FOURTH YEAR 2022 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mr. Speaker, 

The RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE to whom has been assigned: 

LEGISLATION #0049-22: AN ACT RELATING TO THE RESOURCES AND 
DEVELOPMENT, BUDGET AND FINANCE, AND NAABIK'IYATI' 
COMMITTEES, AND TO THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; APPROVING 
$500,000 FROM THE SiHASIN FUND FOR THE ASSESSMENT, REMOVAL, 
AND CLEANUP OF OLD RESIDENTIAL UNITS IN THE COMMUNITY OF 
NAVAJO, NEW MEXICO; APPROVING THE RELATED EXPENDITURE 
PLAN IN A ACCORDANCE WITH 12 N.N.C. § 2505(A). Sponsor: Honorable 
Wilson C. Stewart, Jr. 

Has had it under consideration and reports a DO PASS with no amendments. 

And thereafter the legislation was referred to the Budget and Finance Committee. 

Date: 
Location: 

Main Motion: 

Respectfully submitted, 

~ 
Rickie Nez, Chairperson 
Resources and Development Committee of 
the 24th Navajo Nation Council 

March 16, 2022-Regular Meeting (Teleconference) 
Resources and Development Committee also called in via teleconference 
from their location within the boundary of the Navajo Nation. 

M: Thomas Walker, Jr. S: Mark A. Freeland V: 5-0-1 (CNV) 
In Favor: Thomas Walker, Jr.; Kee Allen Begay, Jr.; Herman M. Daniels; Mark A. Freeland; 
Wilson C. Stewart, Jr. 
Opposition: None 
Excuse: None 
Not Voting: Rickie Nez, Chairperson 

Page 1 of3 



(NOTE: VOTE TALLY attached hereto) 
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Date: 

RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
24th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 

FOURTH YEAR 2022 

ROLL CALL 
VOTE TALLY SHEET 

LEGISLATION #0049-22: AN ACT RELATING TO THE RESOURCES AND 
DEVELOPMENT, BUDGET AND FINANCE, AND NAABIK'IYATI' 
COMMITTEES, AND TO THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; APPROVING 
$500,000 FROM THE SIHASIN FUND FOR THE ASSESSMENT, REMOVAL, 
AND CLEANUP OF OLD RESIDENTIAL UNITS IN THE COMMUNITY OF 
NAVAJO, NEW MEXICO; APPROVING THE RELATED EXPENDITURE 
PLAN IN A ACCORDANCE WITH 12 N.N.C. § 2505(A). Sponsor: Honorable 
Wilson C. Stewart, Jr. 

March 16, 2022-Regular Meeting (Teleconference) 
Location: Resources and Development Committee also called in via teleconference 

from their location within the boundary of the Navajo Nation. 

Main Motion: 

M: Thomas Walker, Jr. S: Mark A. Freeland V: 5-0-1 (CNV) 
In Favor: Thomas Walker, Jr.; Kee Allen Begay, Jr.; Herman M. Daniels; Mark A. Freeland; 
Wilson C. Stewart, Jr. 
Opposition: None 
Excuse: None 
Not Voting: Rickie Nez, Chairperson 

Honorable Rickie, Chairperson 
Resources and Development Committee 

Rodne~ e, Legislative Advisor 
Office of Legislative Services 

Page 3 of3 



THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY 

LEGISLATION NO.: 0049-22 

SPONSOR: Honorable Wilson C. Stewart, Jr. 

3rd Report 

TITLE: An Act Relating to the Resources and Development, Budget and 
Finance, and Naabik'iyati' Committees, and to the Navaio Nation Council; 
Approving $500,000 from the Sihasin Fund for the Assessment, Removal, and 
Cleanup of Old Residential Units in the Community of Navaio, New Mexico; 
Approving the Related Expenditure Plan in a Accordance with 12 N.N.C. § 
2505(A} 

Posted: March 09, 2022 at 5:48 PM 

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: March 14, 2022 

Digital Comments received: 

Comments Supporting 

Comments Opposing 

Comments/Recommendations 

egisla~ta 
Office of Legislative Services 

March 21, 2022; 10:47 AM 
Date/fime 

Page 1 of 1 

1) Shirley McCabe 
2) Joan Todecheenie 

None 

None 



0049-22 

Shirley McCabe <shirl.mccabe@outlook.com> 

Wed 3/16/2022 3:49 PM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

Greetings, 

I support this legislation and commend the Navajo community leaders to initiate a legislation to help clean up the old 
dilapidated homes in the subdivision. This is only one subdivision; there are other subdivisions that are in dire need of 
cleanup such as the Fort Defiance subdivisions (Blackrock Acres, Rio Puerco A, B & C and FD Residential A). I tried to 
assist the chapter in the clean up but the group ran into roadblocks, mostly funding to do the demolition and cleanup. 
We need to look at the entire old abandoned subdivisions (mostly master leases that were leased to Fort Defiance 
Housing Corporation) throughout the reservation. Sandstone Housing was to take over these abandoned subdivisions 
but they have chose to not take over some like Blackrock Acres. Navajo Nation needs to take action on the issues and 
concerns of these abandoned subdivision, such as: 

1. Master leases are still in FDHC. The lessee FDHC is no longer around. 
2. Homes that need to be demolish may have asbestos and lead-based paint. 
3. Current homeowners of these lots are in their senior years, passed or abandoned the lots and they need legal 

help in transferring or selling their leasehold interest. 
4. The assignments are unacceptable to some lenders to do financing for people wanting to buy these homes. 
5. The selling of these leasehold interest are a challenge. 
6. BIA are not in favor of NLD issuing homesite leases for buyers to finance the purchase. Lenders refer to do 

lending on homesite leases, mainly HUD Section 184 loans. 
7. This is causing confusion and equal housing opportunities for these homebuyers are not afforded, frustrated and 

becomes a roadblock. 
What are some of the solutions/recommendations? 

1. Transfer the master lease to a housing provider or terminate the lease. 
2. Issue homesite leases to all of the subdivision lot owners. 
3. Clean up the old abandoned dilapidated homes and terminate all ownership (title, lease, and/or assignment) so 

people that are needing homes can built on them. 
4. Provide funding for those that want to clean up their subdivision, such as Fort Defiance. 

My thoughts and recommendation. 

Shirley McCabe 
A concern citizen for Subdivision lot owners 

Sent from Mail for Windows 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



Comments for legislation 0049-22 

Joann Tody <jtody85@gmail.com > 

Mon 3/21/2022 8:57 AM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

1 attachments (943 KB) 

1. Summary Sihasin Project Remove Blight Quick Reference Doc Dec2021 (1).pdf; 

There are 53 units currently uninhabited, condemned, boarded, and/or burned units 
scattered throughout the community of Navajo. These units are part of the original 118 
units which were built by the former Navajo Forest Products Industries (NFPI) for 
employee housing. Under a Management Agreement, the Navajo Townsite Community 
Development Corporation (NTCDC) now manages these units for the Navajo Nation. 
NTCDC is requesting to use ARPA funds to assess 85% of the units (15% have been 
assessed already) to determine if units need to be abated for asbestos or lead and 
demolished or just directly demolished. The removal of these units will be in phases: 
FIRST phase (the funds requested in this application) includes removal of all burned units 
(11 units) and units along Cypress. Phase TWO and Phase THREE will target other units 
at a later date (but referenced here just for fuller understanding of the overall project). 

I serve as a Board Member for NTCDC committee and support our Executive Director, 
Prestene Garnenez and Honorable Council Delegate, Wilson C. Stewart Jr.'s sponsorship 
to this resolution 0049-22. 

Joan Todecheenie 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



Sihasin Funding 

Purpose: Assess, remove, abate, and/or demolish blighted, condemned, burned units 

Amount Requested: $500,000 

Background: There are 53 units are currently uninhabited, condemned, boarded, and/or burned units 
scattered throughout the community of Navajo.  These units are part of the original 118 units which 
were built by the former Navajo Forest Products Industries (NFPI) for employee housing. Under a 
Management Agreement, the Navajo Townsite Community Development Corporation (NTCDC) now 
manages these units for the Navajo Nation. NTCDC is requesting to use ARPA funds to assess 85% of the 
units (15% have been assessed already) to determine if units need to be abated for asbestos or lead and 
demolished or just directly demolished. The removal of these units will be in phases.  This first phase 
(the funds requested in this application) includes removal of all burned units (11 units—noted in black 
within green boundary) and units along Cypress (highlighted in orange).  Phase 2 and Phase 3 will target 
other units at a later date (but referenced here just for fuller understanding of the overall project).   

Location: Phase I (removal of burned units and Cypress Place units) 

 

 

Units to be abated 
and/or demolished 

are noted in black or 
orange. 

 

 



Budget Breakdown: 

Burned Units (11 total) $90,000.00  
1.) 6 without Asbestos Containing Material (ACM); demolition only 
2.) 5 with ACM; requires abatement   
    
Boarded/Vacant Units on Cypress Place  $ 410,000.00  
1.) Boarded Units that will require sampling for asbestos/lead 
2.) Boarded Units that will require abatement/demolition 
   
Total $500,000.00  

 

Photos: 

 

 




