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2. Five Board members shall be elected to four vyear
terms, one at-large from each of the following
agencies: Western, Chinle, Fort Defiance, Shiprock
and Eastern. If vacancies occur in any of the five

elected Board positions, for any reason, the vacancies
shall be filled in the same manner as provided in the
Navajo Election Code for school board members in 11
N.N.C. § 161(E).

3. Six Board members shall be appointed to six year terms
by the President of the Navajo Nation and confirmed by
the zalth, ducation and Human Services Committee of
the Navajo Nation Council. These members will be
appointed 1in order to ensure that a variety of
experience and knowledge is resent on the Board.

4. The six appointed members of the Board shall serve as
the Board from the time of the confirmation of all six
appointed members by the Health, Education and Human
Services Committee until the five elected Board
members are elected in the 2006 Navajo Nation General
Election.

5. If vacancies occur in any of the six appointed Board
positions, for any reason, the President of the Navajo
Nation shall make appointments to fill such vacancies
for t e unexpired remainders of the vacant Board
position term, subject to confirmation by the Health,

ducation and Human Services Committee.

Qualifications of appointed/elected Board members.

1. The six appointed Board members shall meet the
fc lowing qualifications:

a. Two appointed Board members will be individuals
who are recc 1ized for their knowledge of
traditional Navajo cu ture;

b. One appointed Board members will be a school
administrator working on the Navajo Nation;

C. Two appointed Board member will be parents of at
least one child enrclled in a Kindergarten,
elementary, or secondary program on the Navajo
Nation;
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d. One appointed Board member will be a teacher
employed in a Bureau of Indian Affairs Education
funded or state public school operating on the
Navajo Nation.

The five elected Board members shall have at least a
four year academic degree from an accredited college
or university.

Qualifications of ¢ 1 Board members.

All Board members shall meet the following qualifications:

1. All Board members shall be enrolled members of the
Navajo Nation;

2. All Board members sha | be at least 25 years of age;

3. All Board members shall not be delegates to the Navajo
Nation Council, a member of a school board of a school
operating on the Navajo Nation, or an employee of the
Department of Diné Education.

4, All Board members shall not have been convicted of a
felony or of any <crime involving child abuse or
neglect.

Meetings.

1. All meetings of the Board shall be public, and shall
be held at a variety of locations either on or in
immediate proximity to the Navajo Nation so as to make
it possible for the interested Navajo public and
Navajo educators to attend.

2. The Board shall meet on such schedule as is necessary
to carry out i1its responsibilities or at the call of
its presiding officer.

3. An electronic record of the procedures of the Board
shall be kept, and shall be made available to the
public in accord with the Navajo Nation Privacy and
Access to Information Act.

4. During meetings of tt card, an opportunity shall }

made available for the public to speak on any issue
before the Board.
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Board members shall receive payment for discharging their

duties at

rates set by the Health, Education and uman

Services Committee of the Navajo Nation Council.

Powers an

duties.

1. The Board shall have the general power to monitor the
activities of -1 Bureau of Indian Affairs Education

funded

schools and 1local community school ©boards

serving the Navajo Nation, including the authority:

a. To assume control of local community cor ro. :d
schools from the local community school board in
situations wherein:

ii.

The ©Navajo Nation has received written
notice of the intent of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs Education to 1 aissume any of the
prc -ams, or portions of programs, which the
local community school is managing and

operatin under authorization from the
Navajo Nation, pursuant to Public Law 93-638
¢ ublic Law 100-297, as amended; or

1e Nave > ation has sent written notice to
the local community school board that the
Navajo Nation has made a request for
retrocession of the programs, or portions of
programs, which the local community school
is managing and operating under
authorization from the ivajo Nation,
pursuant to ablic Law 93-638 or Public Law
100-297, as amended; or

The Navajo Nation Board of Education has
provided the local community school board
with a written notice of its opportunity for
a due process hearing held pursuant to
regulations adopted by the Health, Education
and Human Services Committee of the Navajo
Nation Council, at which the local community
school board may appear and show cause why
the programs, or portions of programs, which
the local community school 1s managing and
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operating under aut orization from the
Navajo Nation pursuant to Public Law 93-638,
as amended, or Public Law 100-297, as
amended, should not be assumed Dby the
Depar mnent of Diné Education;

b. To report at least quarterly to the Health,
Education and Human Services Committee of the
Navajo Nation Council, and annually to the ivajo

Nation Council.

c. To report to the Heal h, Education and Human
Services Committee of the Navajo Nation Council
any instance where the Board has assumed control
of community controlled schools.

d. To provide guidance for the school accreditation
activities of the Navajo Nation ©North Central
Accreditation Office.

Subject to Navajo Nation law, the Board is authorized
to solicit funds, propose Dbudgets and plans of

operation, create positions, and establish
organization relationships, and employ and supervise
personnel through a chain of command. Provided, that

the Becard is not authorized to represent the Navajo
Nation in consultation with federal, state, and local
officials regarding any proposed changes in federal
education 2agislation or educational programs,
including new schools (including charter schools),
school closures, consolidations, education budget

nitiatives and t e 1like. hese authorities are
delegated specifically to the Health, Education an

man Services Committee of the Nave > Nation Council,
as set forth in 2 N.N.C. § 401 (B) (4) 484{Rr+6)r—=

a. 1e chief administrative officer of the Board
shall 1} the "Navajo ©Nation Superintendent of
Schools," who shall be appointed by the Navajo
Nation Board of Education, subject to

confirmation by the Navajo Nation Council, and
shall be empowered to do all things necessary and
proper to carry out the responsibilities of the
Board.

b. Within budgetary constraints, and consistent with
the Department Plan of Operation, the Board may

Page 6 of 14









CAP-45-18

the Department shall seek to work cooperatively with
schools serving the Navajo Nation.

The Department 1s under the immediate direction of the
Navajo Nation Superintendent of Schools, subject to the
overall direction of the Navajo Nation Board of Education.
In carrying out 1its 1 sponsibilities the Department,
through the Superintendent of Schools, 1is authorized and
directed to:

1. Establish cooperative arrangements with other
divisions an prog: as within {1 e Navajo Nation 1d
with education organizations and entities;

2. Negotiate cooperative arrangements and
intergovernmental agreements with local, state and
federal agencies and governmental bodies, subject
where required, to the approval of the Navajo Nation
Council or designated standing comn ttee.

3. Inquire into the educational situation of Navajo
students in any school or educat »>nal program serving
the Navajo Nation or receiving program funds for the
education of Navajo youth or adults. The authority to
make inquiries granted to the Department in this
Subsection extends to all affected school sites.

4. Determine the impact of educational programs on Navajo
students by inquiring into areas of concern, such as
achievement data, test resul s, budgets, language
proficiency, special educational programs,
supplemer il rograms, ¢ ffing, soc¢ al and economic
variables, curriculum, he th and safety, adequacy and
accessibility of facilities, and other areas of
inquiry relevant to the educational situation of
Navajo students.

5. Comply wit federal and, where appropriate, state
requirer ats regarding confidentiality or records.

6. Report the results of :s inquiries to the Health,
Education and Human Services Committee of the Navajo
Nation Council and to the Navajo ation Board of
Education ("Board") and local community school boards,
school board association, communities and other
entities serving the Navajo Nation affected by the
subject matter of these inquiries.
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I, hereby, veto the foregoing
legislation, pursuant to 2 N.N.C.

§1005 (c) (11), on this
day of 2018 for
reason(s) expressed in the

attached letter to the Speaker

Russell Begaye, President
Navajo Nation

Navajo Nation
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