
RESOLUTION OF THE 
RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

RDCJY-75-17 

23rd Navajo Nati on Council --- Third Year , 2017 

AN ACTI ON 

RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT ; SUPPORTING THE NAVAJO 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS INDUSTRY' S REQUEST FOR CONGRESSIONAL 

FUNDING LEVEL INCREASE RELATED TO THE COMPLETION OF THE NAVAJO 
INDIAN I RRIGATION PROJECT AND RELATED OPERATIONS; SUPPORTING 
NAABIK'IYATI ' NIIP NEGOTI ATION SUBCOMMITTEE EFFORT TO SECURE 

INCREASE I N FUNDS ; AND DIRECTIVE 

Section One . Authority 

A. The Resources and Development Cormnittee of the Navajo Nation 
Council is the legislative oversight authority for the Navajo 
Agricultural Products Industry. 2 N.N.C. § 500, 5 N.N.C. § 1604. 

Sectio n Two . Findings 

A. Navajo Agricultural Products Industry is an enterprise of the 
Navajo Nation charged with operating a cormnercial farm on land 
held in trust by the United States for the Navajo Nation under 
federal legislation authorizing the Navajo Indian Irrigation 
Project (NIIP). 5 N.N.C. § 1602; Public Law 87-483 , signed on June 
13, 1962, amended by Public Law 91-416 on September 25, 1970; NIIP 
authorized by Acts of Congress approved April 11, 1956 (70 Stat. 
105); June 13, 1962 (76 Stat. 96); and August 4, 1977 (91 Stat . 
565) . 

B. The Navajo Agricultural Products Industry (NAPI) was 
originally established ... primarily to plan, develop, and promote 
the use of agricultural, water and related resources for the use 
of Navajo Agricultural Products Industry and the Navajo Indian 
Irrigation Project resulting in a profit to Navajo Agricultural 
Products Industry and to prevent waste of valuable r esources . See 
CJY-60-01. 

C. Public Law 87-483 passed by Congress on June 13, 1962 
authorized "the Secretary of the Interior to construct, operate, 
and maintain the Navajo Indian Irrigation Project and the initial 
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stage of the San Juan - Chama project as participating projec ts of 
the Colorado River Storage Proj ect , and for other purposes . " The 
authorization was amended September 25 , 1970 , by Public Law 91 -
416 . To date the construct i on of the San Juan- Chama Project is 
completed while construction of the Navajo Indian Irrigation 
Project is only approximately 70 % complete . 

D. The Bureau of Indian Affairs , Navajo Area Office , and 
Farmington Construction Office have overall responsibility for the 
development of the NIIP , but in 2002 the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
supported a reduction of NIIP funding from $24 million to $12 
million per year under the reasoning that such temporary funding 
reduction was necessi t ated by the costs of the Un i ted States war 
in Afghanistan . 

E . The reduction of f unding from $24 mi l lion to $12 million has 
no t been tempo r ary , b u t h as cont inued in each funding year from 
Federal Fiscal Year 2002 through Federal Fiscal Year 20 1 0 and more 
recently another reduct i on i n 2012 to $3 . 3 million per year in 
Fi s cal Year 2012 to Fiscal Year 2017 due to the imp l ementation of 
the 20 11 Budget Contro l Act . 

F . The lack of funding fo r NIIP has delayed and p r evented the 
development of NAPI Block 9 , which limits NAPI to cultivation of 
only 73 , 000 of the 110 , 630 acres authorized by t he federa l 
legislat i on . 

G. The Navajo Nation authorized NAPI to contract under the Indian 
Self - Determination and Educa t ion As s istance Act , 25 U.S . C . §450 et 
seq . (P . L . 93 - 638 , as amended) to include the remaining 
construction of the NIIP and to otherwise support Navajo 
Agricultural Products Industry ' s efforts to develop Blocks 9 , 10 , 
and 11 of the Navajo Indian Irrigation Project at the sole cost 
and expense of the United States . See NABID- 82 - 15 . 

H. The Bureau of Reclamation transferred responsibility for the 
Operations and Maintenance (O&M) for the NIIP to NAPI and the 
Bureau of Indian Affa ir s (BIA) , through Congressional 
appropriations , has provided significantly less funding than 
necessary to NAPI to f ulfill the O&M obligations . 

I . NAPI has repeatedly submitted annual budget increase requests 
to the BIA to meet the rising costs for managing the O&M for the 
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NIIP; however, the BIA has not changed the budget amount since 
1994 and as a result the O&M funding has fallen short of the amount 
necessary to manage the O&M ; t his has jeopardized the overall 
structura l integrity of the NI I P and cause substantial loss for 
NAPI as demonstrated by the May 3, 2016 Kutz Siphon breach. 

J. The Navajo Agricultural Products Industry Board of Directors 
request the Navajo Nation advocate and lobby the U. S . Congress and 
federal off i cials to approve 1) Congressional appropriations for 
the Navajo Nation to complete construction of the NIIP, 2) 
Congressional appropriations fo r increased funding by Six Million 
Dollars ($6 , 000 , 000) for NAPI t o provide the necessa r y O&M for the 
NIIP, and 3) Congressional appropriations under the Water 
Improvements Acts of the Nation Act, Pub . L. 114 - 322 , for the 
Navajo Nation to complete all deferred maintenance of Blocks 1 to 
7 within the NIIP. NAPI Board of Directors Resolution, BDJN-20-
17 atta ched as Exhibit A . 

K. The Tribal Interior Budget Council is established to 
facilitate tribal government participation in the planning of the 
BIA budget and its mission is to provide an advisory government ­
to-government forum and process for Tribes and Departments to 
develop . budgets that allow for the fulfillment of tribes ' self­
determination , s elf-governa nce , sovereignty, and treaty right s, a s 
well as sufficient levels of funding to address the needs of Tribes 
and their tribal citizens. 

L. The Navajo Nation established the Naabik' iyati' NIIP 
Negotiation Subcommittee to negotiate with the United States to 
develop a Memorand um of Agreement regarding the funding and 
completion of the NIIP, advocate for funding for the operation and 
management of the NIIP, advocate for funding for NIIP under the 
Wate r Infra structure Improvement s for the Na tion Act and lobby in 
the interest of the NIIP. See NABIAP-38-17. 

Section Three. Approving Support of a Request of Congressional 
Funding I ncrea se and a Di rective t o Support the Naabik ' iyati ' NI IP 
Negotiation Subcommittee 

A. The Resources and Development Committee supports the NAPI 
Board of Directors request to advocate and lobby the U.S . Congress 
and federal officials to approve 1) Congre s sional appropriations 
for the Navajo Nation to complete construction of the NIIP, 2) 
Congressional appropriations for increased funding by Six Mi llion 
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Dollars ($6 , 000,000) for NAPI to provide the necessary O&M for the 
NIIP, and 3) Congressional appropriations under the Water 
Improvements Acts of the Nation Act , Pub. L. 114-322, for the 
Navajo Nation to complete all deferred maintenance of Blocks 1 to 
7 within the NIIP. 

B. The Resources and Development Committee support the efforts 
of the Naabik'iyati' NIIP Negotiation Subcommittee in advocating 
for funding for the operation and management of the NI IP, in 
advocating for funding for NIIP under the Water Infrastructure 
Improvements for the Nation Act and in lobby federal officials in 
the interest of the NIIP. 

C. The Resources and Development Committee directs the Navajo 
Agricultural Products Industry management to support the 
Naabik ' iyati' NIIP Negotiation Subcommittee and the Office of the 
Speaker with appropriate information to assist in the effort to 
persuade federal officials participating in the Tribal Interior 
Budget Council on the need for increased funding for the NIIP and 
related operations. 

CERTIFI CATION 

I , hereby certify that the following resolution was duly 
considered by the Resources and Development Committee of the 23rd 
Navajo Nation Council at a duly called meeting at Twin Arrows 
Navajo Casino Resort , Twin Arrows, Navajo Nation (Arizona), at 
which a quorum was present and that same was passed by a vote of 
4 in favor , 0 opposed , 1 abstained on this 24th day of July , 2017. 

Motion: 
Second : 

Alton Joe Shepherd, Chairperson 
Resources and Development Committee 
of the 23rd Navajo Nation Council 

Honorable Leonard Pete 
Honorable Benjamin Bennett 
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