

































































Abstract

A cultural resource inventory of 7.744.86 feet of McKinley County Road 15A (Uphill Road)
in Church Rock, New Mexico was carried out for McKinley County in order to acquire legal Right-
Of-Way (ROW). McKinley County is secking a 150 foot-wide ROW which includes 75 feet on both
sides of the existing road centerline. The ficldwork was performed at the request of Brian Wood of
Permits West, agent for McKinley County. The ficldwork was performed by Laurens Hammack and
Mary Errickson of Complete Archacological Service Associates (CASA) on April 7 and 8, 2016. The
project areas arc located on Navajo I'ribal Trust and Allotted Lands within the Church Rock Chapter
of the Eastern Agency. The project was carried out under the provisions of Navajo Nation Cultural
Resource Inventory Permit B16221, issued to CASA.

A total of 44.4475 acres was inventoried for the project in McKinley County, New Mexico.
A 250 foot-wide corridor for a 150 foot-wide ROW (26.6696 ac) was inventoricd along 7,744.86
feet of existing County Road 15A.

Three new sites, NM-Q-29-20{ through NM-()-29-203, and ten 1lsolated Occurrences (10s)
were identified during the project. All sites contain components which are recommended as eligible
for nomination to the NRHP under Criterion D and for protection under ARPA. Nonc of the sites
possess any known qualities meriting protection under AIRFA. The rescarch potential of the 10s is
considered cxhausted through recordation and the 10s are recommended as not cligible for
nomination to the NRHP or for protection under ARPA or AIRFA.

A dctermination of “No Historic Properties Affected™ is recommended with the stipulation
that all future ground-disturbing activities within 50 feet of sites NM-Q-29-201, NM-Q-29-202
{Locus A). and NM-Q-29-203 be monitored by a qualified archaeologist.




INTRODUCTION

A cultural resource inventory of 7,744.86 feet of McKinley County Road 15A (Uphill Road)
in Church Rock, New Mexico was carried out for McKinley County in order to acquire legal Right-
Of-Way (ROW). McKinley County is seeking a 150 foot-wide ROW which includes 75 feet on both
sides of the existing road centerline. The ficldwork was performed at the request of Brian Wood of
Permits West, agent for McKinley County. The ficldwork was performed by laurens Hammack and
Mary Errickson of Complete Archacological Service Associates (CASA) on April 7 and 8. 2016. The
project areas are located on Navajo Tribal Trust and Allotted Lands within the Church Rock Chapter
of the Eastern Agency. The project was carried out under the provisions of Navajo Nation Cultural
Resource Inventory Permit B16221, issued to CASA. The project areas are shown in Figures 1-3.
Legal locational and owncrship information is provided below.

Legal Location: Section 31, T 16N, R 16W, NW 174, NW 1/4, SW [/4 and the S1/2 of NW
174, and the N172 of the NE 1/4
Section 36, T 16N, R 17W_N 172 of SE 1/4
UTM Location; BOL: 718574mkE / 3939048mN  EOL: 720632mE / 3940100mN
Ownership: Section 31: Tribal Trust Section 36: Allotment (384

PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION

The project area lies within the southwest corner of the San Juan Basin, on and around the
Zuni Uplifi, a major structural feature whi  rings the southwest side of the Basin. Specifically, the
project area lies within the Puerco subarea, a zone of broad, gently rolling alluvial plains and valleys
with arecas of dramatic uplifted sedimentary rocks. such as Red Rocks. The Puerco River is a
southwest flowing tributary of the Little Colorado River. It is fed by numerous named and unnamed
washes. Local geography within the vicinity of the project arca includes mesas, v cal red rock
cliffs, ridges, benches. broad valleys. and The Hogback, a rugged northern extension of the Nutna
monocline. Pinyon and juniper are found on upper slopes and ridge tops, while shrubs, especially
sagebrush and grasses dominate the lower slopes and rolling terrain. Soils are poorly developed in
forested. broken, and rocky areas but valleys contain deep alluvium. The principal ro  formations
are the Wingate Sandstone, Dakota Sandstone, Mancos Shale. and Mesa Verde Group. Extensive
information on the environmental setting of the project area can be found in Sullivan (1994).

The CR I5A project arca commences on the cast side of NM 566, approximately 2.75 miles
north of Interstate 40, and ends at the Sections 31 and 32 boundary line. From the BOL. the road
proceeds generally northeastward as it traverses the northern slopes of Red Rocks. The gencral
terrain slopes gently to the north toward the Pucrco River. The road is a graded. well-maintained and
travelled road averaging approximately 23-30 feet in width. CR 15A is crossed and paralleled by
waterlines and powerlines. Several driveways and bar ditches abut the roadway and large culverts are
present at two major washes.

Topsoils are primarily thin-deep acolian sands bearing small gravels. Underlying bands of
colluvial silts and clays are evident in road cuts through ridges and outcropping sandstone is present
on some ridge tops, especially on and ncar Lime Ridge Road. Much of the project areca is covered
with a partially cleared pinyon-juniper woodland, with scrubland vegetation more common along the
main washes. Understory species include sagebrush, greasewood, snakewceed, prickly pear, and various
grasses. Elevation climbs from approximately 6840 feet at the BOL to 7000 feet as the road crosses
Lime Ridge Road, descending to 6920 feet at the EOL.
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PREVIOUS RESEARCH AND CULTURE HISTORY

The previously recorded site record search was conducted on April 6, 2016. One previously
recorded site is located within 100 m of project arcas. No information concerning site NM-G-6-101
was available at NNHPD.

Hundreds of sites have been recorded within the Church Rock-Puerco River Valley arcas.
Numerous sites have been identificd during previous waterline and powerline projects (Copeland
1988: Nabahe 1992.1993) as well as for energy exploration (Griggs and Powell 1976). A synthesis of
the archaeological investigations, culture history, and cthnohistory of the general area can be found
in Copeland (1988). No Paleo-Indian and few Archaic components have been identified, although a
heavy Ana i presence may mask earlier occupations. Anasazi sites range from Bashetmaker HI
through Pucblo 111, with the main occupation during the Pucblo 11 and carly Pueblo 111 periods.
Archaeological evidence for Navajo occupation prior to A.D. 1880 is present. Copeland (1988)
identified several Fort Sumncer-cra sites near Milk Ranch Canyon, approximately 2 miles west of Fort
Wingate. Numer.  carly 20th century Navajo habitations have been recorded on the higher ridges
and mesas north of Red Rocks (Griggs and Powell 1976).

he record search conducted through the Traditional Cultural Property (1'CP) Department
on April 27, 2016 indicated that one TCP is located in the vicinity of the project arca. Txe [i'ahi /
Rock Spire / Nav.  Church (#504) lies 1.0 mile to the south-southwest. The TCP Department has
determined that there will be no adverse effects to the TCP as a result of this undertaking
(Attachment A).

Interviews were conducted with Mr. Johnnic Henry, Jr., Church Rock Chapter President,
Chapter employees Colleen Norton and Titus Jay Nez, and local residents Rebecca Whitman (grazing
permittec), Roberta Begay, Mary Sampson, and Maddic Begay regarding individual TCPs, graves, or
other areas of concern along or in the vicinity of CR 15A. No graves, TCPs, or other areas of
concern were identified by the interviewees.

SURVEY METHODOLOGY

The Class I11 cultural resource inventory occurred on April 7 and 8, 2016. The inventory was
performed by Laurens Hammack and  ry Errickson of CASA. The project area was inventoried by
means of multiple, parallel, zig-zag, pedestrian transecls spaced no more than 15 m apart. A 250
foot-wide corridor was surveyed for a 130 foot-wide ROW encompassing 75 feet to both sides of the
present road centerline.

Sites are detined as cultural manifestations containing ten or more artifacts in a 10 square
meter arca and/or the location of an event or a prchistoric or historic activ . or a building or
structure, whether standing. ruined, or vanished, where the location itselt maintains historic,
archaeological, or traditional cultural value regardless of the value of the existing structure. Only
those materials dating prior to 1966 were recorded, with the exception of significant Navajo
structurcs or features. olated occurrences (10s) are any non-architectural feature or assemblage of
less than 10 artifacts in an arca 10 square meters or less.




CULTURAL RESOURCE FINDINGS

Three new sites, NM-0Q-29-201 through NM-Q-29-203, and ten lsolated Occurrences (10s)
were identified during the project.

SITE DESCRIPTIONS
Sitc Number:

Legal Location:

UTM:

Ownership:

Site Type:

Affiliation:

Site Size:

Setting:

Description:

Significance:

Project Effect:

Recommendations:

NM-Q-29-201

SW. NE. SE. Sec. 36, T 16N. R 17W, NMPM, McKinley County, NM
Zone 12, 718734mE / 393911 1mN (NAD §3)

Allotm.cnt 1384

Artifact Scatter

middle Pueblo 11 - early Pueblo 11, A.D. 1050-1150
42mx30m=1260m2

The site is situated on the end of a north-trending ridge slope overlooking a
tributary of the Puerco River. Vegetation consists of a partially-cleared
pinyon juniper woodland with sagebrush, snakeweed, prickly pear, and
grasses at an clevation of 6850 feet. Soil is aeolian sand.

The site (Figure 4) consists of a light artifact scatter associated with a
slightly ashy. sheet midden. There is no surficial evidence of features other
than a few scattered. unburmed sandstone rocks. No features or artifacts are
exposed in the moderately steep CR I5A roadcut just below the site.
Ceramics include approximaltely 100 sherds of Gallup B/w, Pucrco B/w, and
corrugated gray ware. Flaked lithics are limited to 1 leopard chert secondary
flake, 1 grayish petrified wood secondary flake, and 1 petrified wood
pecking stone. The site may represent a fieldhouse or camp.

The site is over 50 ycars of age and is rccommended as cligible for
nomination 1o the NRHP under criterion d. The site is over 100 years of
age and is of further archacological interest and merits protection under
ARPA. The site has no known qualities meriting consideration under
AlIRFA.

The site is located within the southern ROW and buffer zone of CR 15A.
A dctermination of “No historic properties Affected™ is recommended with

the stipulation that all future ground disturbing activities within 50 feet of
the site be monitored by a qualified archacologist.

-~






Site Number:

Legal Location:

UTM:
Ownership:
Site l'ype:
Affiliation:
Site Size:

Setting:

Description:

Significance:

NM-Q-29-202

SW_SE, NW, Sec. 31, T 16N, R 16W, NMPM, McKinley County, NM
Zone 12, 719558mE / 3939533mN (NAD 83)

Tribal Trust

Multicomponent Habitation

Basketmaker Ili-Pueblo I / Middle-lLate Pucblo 11, A.D. 550-850 / A.D.
10251150

OS mx70m = 6,650 m 2

The site is situated on the crest and eastern slopes of a narrow, prominent,
north-south trending finger ridge. The ridge is flanked on the cast and west
by tributaries of the Puerco River. Aeolian sands and silts cover the ridge,
with outcropping sandstonc and clays apparent in the steep CR 15A
roadcut. A steep outcropping sandstonce and clay ridge lics to the northwest.
Vegetation is a partially cleared pinyon-juniper woodland with sagebrush,
snakeweed, prickly pear, and grasses at an clevation of 7000 feet.

The site (Figure 5) contains two loci of occupation. Locus A, situated on
the south side of CR 135A, consists of an extensive Basketmaker 11| - Pueblo
I habitation. Feature | is a probable slab-lined cyst measuring 1.0 m in
diameter. Feature 2 is a cluster of burned sandstone rocks associated with
ashy soil and artifacts mcasuring 2.5 m in diameter. Feature 3 contains a
lincar, 13 m x 5 m scatter of small sandstone rocks and spalls which
probably represents a jacal roomblock. There is a small gap between
Features 2 and 3, suggesting that they are separate features. Feature 4 is a
probablc hearth consisting of a 0.75 m area of bumncd rocks and ash. Feature
515 a4 m x 2 m room outline composed of sandstone and disturbed by a
tree. A dense midden lies on the southeastern slope below the features. The
midden is very ashy and has been heavily disturbed by blading.

Approximately 500 sherds and 500 flaked lithics are present in Locus A.
Ceramic types are limited (o Lino Gray and La Plata B/w. One Woodruft
Brown bowl sherd is present in the midden. Flaked lithics are comprised of
primary. secondary. and tertiary flakes and shatter of various pebble cherts,
white petrified wood, and small quantities of Jemez and Flagstaff obsidian.
Numerous burned and unburned groundstone fragments are prescnt
throughout the site.

locus B is only evident in the profile of the northem CR 15A roadcut,
approximately 0.5-0.75 m bcelow modern ground surface. Feature 6 is a
cluster of sandstone rubble. Feature 7 is a 7 m in length, linear row of
sandstonc rocks resting in a horizontal and diagonal fashion. It 1s unclear
whether this represents wallfall collapse, a wall line, or a historic feature. A
few Puerco B/w and corrugated sherds are present in the roadeut below and
to either side of this arca and within Locus A, suggesting that Fecatures 6 and
7 may date to the Pucblo Il period. Interviews with local residents indicated
that there had never been a historic residence or other structure in this area.
No features or artifacts arc visible to the north side of Features 6 and 7,
suggesting that CR 15A road construction destroyed almost all of Locus B.

Locus A is over 50 years of age and is recommended as eligible for
nomination to the NRHP under criterion D. Locus A is over 100 years of
age and is of further archaeological interest and merits protection under
ARPA. Locus B is rccommended as not eligible for nomination to the

NRHP due to loss of integrity and research potential. Locus B 1s over 100
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Project Effect:

Recommendations:

Site Number:
Legal l.ocation:
UTM:
Ownership:
Site Type:
Affiliation:
Site Size:
Setting:

Description:

Significance:

Project Effeet:

Rccommendations:

years of age but is not of further archaeological interest and is not
reccommended for protection under ARPA. Loci A and B possess no known
qualitics meriting consideration under AIRFA.

Locus A is located within the southern ROW and buffer zone of CR I35A.
Locus B is located within the northern ROW of CR 15A.

A determination of “No historic propertics Affected™ is recommended with
the stipulation that all future ground disturbing activities within 50 feet of
Locus A be monitored by a qualified archaeologist.

NM-Q-29-203

NW. SW, NE, Scc. 31, T 16N, R 16W, NMPM, McKinley County, NM
Zone 12. 719915mE / 3939733mN (NAD 83)

Tribal Trust

Iabitation

Late Basketmaker 1] - middle Pucblo I, A.D. 700-850

120m x 65 m = 7800 m?2

The site is situated on the crest and slopes of an east-west trending finger
ridge which slopes gently northeastward toward a major tributary of the
Puerco River. The ridge is covered with aeolian sands supporting a partially
cleared pinyon-juniper woodland with sagebrush. snakeweed, prickly pear,
and grasses at an clevation of 6940 feet.

The site (Figure 6) contains a late Basketmaker 111 - Pueblo | habitation.
Feature | i1s an 18 m x 3 m. L-shaped roomblock shown by a one room-wide
outline and scatter of upright and horizontal sandstonce slabs. Feature 2 is a
concentration of sandstone rubble exposed in an crosional channel. The 8
m x 3 m feature may represent a surface structure or wall fall from Feature
1. A slight, 6 m in diameter pitstructure depression and large sheet midden
lic southeast of Feature 1. The midden is ashy and eroding downslope.
Feature 3 is a bumed rubble scatter measuring 7 m x 3 m. This feature may
be a burned surface room with a midden to the southcast. Approximately
300 sherds are present within the site and middens. Ceramic types include
Lino Gray, L.a Plata B/w, and a few White Mound B/w. Flaked lithics (150)
are secondary and tertiary flakes and shatter of gray quartzite, blackish
siltstone, black chert, chaleedony and petrified wood. One petrified wood
hammerstone and onc lcopard chert end scraper are present in the midden.
There are a few corrugated sherds within the site suggesting a short-term re-
usc of the site.

The site is over 50 years of age and is recommended as eligible for
nomination to the NRHP under criterion d. The site is over 100 ycars of
age and is of further archacological interest and mcerits protection under
ARPA. The site has no known qualities meriting consideration under
AIRFA.

The site is located within the southern buffer zone of CR 15A.
A dctermination of “No historic propertics Affected™ is recommended with

the stipulation that all future ground disturbing activities within 50 fect of
the site be monitored by a qualified archaeologist.
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ISOLATED OCCURRENCES

Table 1. Isolated occurrences.

[O# Easting Northing I)cscription’
Zone 12
1 718650 393914:”%(;:5;(; E;uy:‘hcrds on north edge of buffer cone
2 718750 3939119 4 corrugated sherds washing down into northern ROW
3 719018 3039262 1 Red Mcsa BAv bowl in northern ROW
4 719090 3939303 | Lino Gray jar sherd in northern ROW
5 719699 3939695 | Puerco B/w jar sherd in northern ROW
6 720098 3939834 | Gallup B/w and | plain white ware sherd in northern ROW
7 720178 3934879 1 Red Mesa B/w in southern ROW
8 720228 3939985 | Lino Gray jar sherd in northern buffer zone
9 720314 3939966 1 corrugated sherds in southern ROW
10 720586 3910058 | plain gray ware jar sherd in southem buffer zone

EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

None of the 10s are considered significant or cligible for nomination to the NRHP or for
protection under ARPA. None of the 10s exhibit qualities meriting consideration under AIRFA. All
sites contain components which are cligible for nomination to the NRHP and for protection under
ARPA. None of the sites possess any known qualitics which merit protection under AIRFA.
Significance and eligibility recommendations for the three newly recorded sites are summarized in
Table 2.

36 CFR 60.4:  Site is eligible for nomination to the

NRHP because it is over 50 years old

NM-Q-29-202 BMI1I-PI Habitation

Integrity:
Criteria a-d:
Exclusions:
ARPA:

AIRFA:

36 CFR 60.4:

Integrity:
Critena a-d:
t:xclusions:
ARPA:

AlIRFA:

13

Site does rctain integrity.

Site does meet Criterion d.

None.

Site is vver 100 years old and is of
archacological interest.

Site has no known qualities
meriting protection.

Locus A is eligible for nomination to
the NRHP because it is over 50

years old

Locus A docs retain integrity.

Locus A does meet Criterion d.

Nonc.

Locus A is over 100 years old and is of
archacological interest.

Locus A has no known qualities
meriting protection.




PI1 Habitation 36 CFR 60.4: Locus B s ehgible for nomination to
the NRHP because it is over 50
years « |

Integrity: Locus B does not retain integrity.

Criteria a-d:  Locus B does meet any Criterion.

Exclusions: None.

ARPA: Locus B is over 100 years old but is
not of archacological interest.

AIRFA: Locus B has no known qualitics

NM-0-29-203 Basketmaker 11I-Pueblo |
Habitation

36 CFR 60.4:

Integrity:
Criteria a-d:

meriting protection.

Site is eligible for nomination to the
NRHP because it is over 50 years old
Site does retain integrity.

Site does meet Criterion d.

Exclusions: None.
ARPA: Site is over 100 years old and is of
archaeological interest.
AIRFA: Site has no known qualities
meriting protection.
RECOMMENDATIONS

A determination of “no historic  »Operties affected” is recommended for the McKinley
County Road ROW Project, Uphill Road 15A, with the stipulations that all future ground disturbing
activities within 50 feet of sites NM-Q-29-201, NM-Q-29-202 (Locus A), and NM-Q-29-203 be
monitored by a qualified archaeologist.
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