


































































































THE NAVAJO NATION
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW PUBLICATION

LEGISLATION NO: _0046-21__ SPONSOR: Carl Slater

TITLE: An Action Relating to Health, Education, and Human Services and
Naabik’ivati’ Committees; Rescinding NABIAU-35-20, Entitled, “An Action
Relating to Health, Education, and Human Services and Naabik’iydti’ Committees;
Recommending that All Schools, Public and Private, Serving the Navajo Nation,
Including those Operated by the State of New Mexico Public Education Department,
the States of Arizona and Utah, and All Schools Operated by the Bureau of Indian
Affairs and the Bureau of Indian Education, to Delay Plans and Decisions to Reopen
Schools for the 2020-2021 School Year”

Date posted: _ March 17,2021 at 5:08PM

Digital comments may be e-mailed to comments@navajo-nsn.gov

Written comments may be mailed to:

Executive Director
Office of Legislative Services
P.O. Box 3390
Window Rock, AZ 86515
(928) 871-7586

Comments may be made in the form of chapter resolutions, letters,
position papers, etc. Please include your name, position title, address
for written comments; a valid e-mail address is required. Anonymous
comments will not be included in the Legislation packet.

Please note: This digital copy is being provided for the benefit of the Navajo Nation
chapters and public use. Any political use is prohibited. All written comments received
become the property of the Navajo Nation and will be forwarded to the assigned Navajo
Nation Council standing committee(s) and/or the Navajo Nation Council for review. Any
tampering with public records are punishable by Navajo Nation law pursuant to 17
N.N.C. §374 et. seq.







































Committee Report

THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE NAVAJO
NATION COUNCIL to whom has been assigned;

LEGISLATION NO. 0046-21

AN ACTION RELATING TO HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES AND NAABIK'IYATI’
COMMITTEES; RESCINDING NABIAU-35-20, ENTITLED, “AN ACTION RELATING TO HEALTH,
EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES AND NAABIK/IYATI’ COMMITTEES; RECOMMENDING THAT
ALL SCHOOLS, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE, SERVING THE NAVAJO NATION, INCLUDING THOSE
OPERATED BY THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO PUBLIC EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, THE STATES OF
ARIZONA AND UTAH, ALL SCHOOLS OPERATED BY THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS AND THE
BUREAU OF INDIAN EDUCATION, TO DELAY PLANS AND DECISIONS TO REOPEN SCHOOLS FOR
THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR”

Sponsor: Honorable Carl Roessel Slater
Co-Sponsor: Honorable Edison J. Wauneka
Co-Sponsor: Honorable Pernell Halona

(Eligible for Committee Action March 23, 2021)

Has had under congsideration and report the same with the recommendation that
Legislation 0046-21 pass with one (1) amendment and no directive;

Amendment#1:

1. Page 1, line 19, in heading, insert new language at end, AND
APPROVING NAVAJO NATION SCHOQOL REOPENING PLAN

2. Page 2, line 9, insert as new paragraph D - D. On March 16, 2021,
the Navajo Nation Board of Education passed resolution NNBEMA-696-2021.
Attached as Exhibit B. Among other actions, the Board of Education
approved a Navajo Nation School Reopening Plan. This Reopening Plan
essentially provides guidance on “reopening of schools on the Navajo
Nation in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.”

3. Page 2, in resolved section, line 11, insert A as a section
designation.
4. Page 2, in resolved section, insert as new sections B and C as
follows:

B. Subject to Public Health Orders of the Navajo Nation

Department of Health, the Navajo Nation approves the Navajo Nation
School Reopening Plan as provided through NNBEMA-696-2021.

C. The Navajo Nation Board of Education shall ensure that schools
operating outside the Navajo Nation serving Navajo students who reside
on the Navajo Nation are aware of the Navajo Nation School Reopening
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Plan approved herein. The Navajo Nation Board of Education shall seek
the cooperation of such schools in complying with the Reopening Plan.

and therefore referred the same to the NAABIK’IYATI COMMITTEE OF THE NAVAJO
NATION COUNCIL AS FINAL AUTHORITY

Respectfully Submitted,

Daniel E. Tso, Chélrperson
Health, Education and Human Services Committee

Amendment No. One (1) :

Motion by: Honorable Pernell Halona

Seconded by: Honorable Paul Begay Jr.

Vote: 05 in favor’ 0 opposed; Chairperson Not Voting

Yeas: Pernell Halona, Carl R. Slater, Charlaine Tso, Edison J.
Wauneka, Paul Begay Jr.

Nays: none

Not Voting: Daniel E. Tso

Absent (excused) :

March 24, 2021 - Main Motion

Motion by: Honorable Pernell Halona

Seconded by: Honorable Charlaine Tso

Vote: 5 in favor; 0 Opposed; Chairperson Not Voting

Yeas: Pernell Halona, Carl R. Slater, Charlaine Tso, Edison J.
Wauneka, Paul Begay Jr.

Nays: none

Not Voting: DETso

Absent (excused):
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HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE
Regular Meeting
March 24, 2021

Roll Call
Vote Tally Sheet

THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE NAVAJO
NATION COUNCIL to whom has been assigned;

LEGISLATION NO. 0046-21

AN ACTION RELATING TO HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES AND NAABIK’/IYATI’
COMMITTEES; RESCINDING NABIAU-35-20, ENTITLED, “AN ACTION RELATING TO HEALTH,
EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES AND NAABIK/IYATI’ COMMITTEES; RECOMMENDING THAT
ALL SCHOOLS, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE, SERVING THE NAVAJO NATION, INCLUDING THOSE
OPERATED BY THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO PUBLIC EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, THE STATES OF
ARIZONA AND UTAH, ALL SCHOOLS OPERATED BY THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS AND THE
BUREAU OF INDIAN EDUCATION, TO DELAY PLANS AND DECISIONS TO REOPEN SCHOOLS FOR
THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR”

Sponsor: Honorable Carl Roessel Slater
Co-Sponsor: Honorable Edison J. Wauneka
Co-Sponsor: Honorable Pernell Halona

(Eligible for Committee Action March 23, 2021)

Amendment No. One (1) :

Motion by: Honorable Pernell Halona

Seconded by: Honorable Paul Begay Jr.

Vote: 05 in favor’ 0 opposed; Chairperson Not Voting

Yeas: Pernell Halona, Carl R. Slater, Charlaine Tso, Edison J.
Wauneka, Paul Begay Jr.

Nays: none

Not Voting: Daniel E. Tso

Absent (excused):

March 24, 2021 - Main Motion

Motion by: Honorable Pernell Halona

Seconded by: Honorable Charlaine Tso

Vote: 5 in favor; 0 Opposed; Chairperson Not Voting

Yeas: Pernell Halona, Carl R. Slater, Charlaine Tso, Edison J.
Wauneka, Paul Begay Jr.

Nays: none

Not Voting: DETso

Absent (excused):
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Daniel E. Tso, Chairperson
Health, Education and Human Services Committee

Wiined o ool
Michele M. Codk, Legislative Advisor Pro Tem
Health, Education and Human Services Committee
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2" Report

THE NAVAJO NATION
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY
LEGISLATION NO.: 0046-21

SPONSOR: Honorable Carl R. Slater

TITLE: An Action Relating to Health, Education, and Human Services and
Naabik’ivati’ Committees; Rescinding NABIAU-35-20, Entitled, “An Action
Relating to Health, Education, and Human Services and Naabik’iyati’
Committees; Recommending that All Schools, Public and Private, Serving the
Navajo Nation, Including those Operated by the State of New Mexico Public
Education Department, the States of Arizona and Utah, and All Schools
Operated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Bureau of Indian Education,
to Delay Plans and Decisions to Reopen Schools for the 2020-2021 School Year”

Posted: March 17,2021 at 5:08 PM

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: March 22, 2021

Digital Comments received:

1) Dane Smith

Comments Supporting 2) Carolyn Irvin

Comments Opposing None

Comments/Recommendations None

Aol

Legisﬁative Tracking Secretary
Office of Legislative Services

MahSe, 2021 1-02pM

Date/Time
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Support for Legislation 0046-21 and 0047-21

Dane Smith <gr8tdane505@gmail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 4:38 PM

To.comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Dear Honorable Council Delegates:

I am strongly urging your support for Legislation 0046-21 and 0047-21 to rescind online only instruction. In short, parents and students
need to make the decisions themselves about what's best for their education. Online only instruction has been bad for our students and
had a negative impact on their education.

Schools and districts should be allowed to reopen in a safe and smart manner with all proper precautions taken, while also respecting and
honoring parent/student choice.

It seems misleading by the President to say that rescinding these legislations will lead to schools and classrooms being packed to capacity
with no safety measures in place. It almost seems like scare tactics and misinformation to say that schools will become COVID-19 hotspots
and putting kids and families in danger. Schools should be allowed to reopen in a safe manner with appropriate safety precautions and
oversight in place.

It's not right when casinos on the Nation are allowed to reopen, while schools can't. Where's the logic or wisdom in that decision?

Vaccinations have been rapidly deployed, vaccinations are at high levels, and COVID-19 infections are down. | also understand that schools
have been aggressively pushing to get their school staff (teachers) vaccinated and students over 16+ vaccinated.

Please examine facts, rather than gossip, rumors, and caving in to scare tactics when making this vote. In-person or online/virtual only
instruction for students still remains parent choice. Allow parents the ability to make the decision about what is best for their kids. Don't take
that away. Our kids and students deserve the very best education and online only isn't cutting it. Please vote YES to rescind Legislation
0046-21 and 0047-21. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Dane Smith
Shiprock, NM

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



“Legislation No. 0047-21"

Carolyn Irvin <crirvin@mail.com>

Thu 3/25/2021 4:39 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Ya’a’t'eeh, I’'m writing to have an input on decisions made on possible re-opening of schools for in-person instruction.
In the March 22, 2021 Immediate Release it’s stated that the leadership and staff members “top priority throughout this
COVID-19 pandemic remains the health and safety of all of our people.”

Based on that statement, | would at this time support Legislation No. 0046-21.

First, Yes, it’s understandable that our students are getting behind in classroom instruction but, safety must be the main
concern at this time. Although the numbers are low there are other strands of the COVID that we still do not fully
understand. | support 0046-21 because it allows some time for everyone to get vaccinated. This was a rather deadly
sickness we encountered. Arizona and all states have school immunization requirements and maybe there will be some
changes made to add on COVID-19 vaccine for students.

Second, The schools are following guidelines and are working with everyone. Attending school using virtual learning
methods right now is wonderful. Everyone needs to take time to stress to students that they “have to” attend by
whatever means: virtual, packet, phone, etc. The traditional educational philosophy teaching of our elders need to be
adhered to. Students have to learn that it’s up to them individually — progress is In their hands.

Lastly, Let me add on that Parents and Guardians of students also have to understand it’s their job to help their children
to get an education — not babysit or allow leisure time. Set some guidelines. Yes, students are getting behind but, it’s a
choice many (not all) parents and guardians are making. Remember that our elders say that our children are our asset
we have to take care of them so they will be the best they can be. Educators are doing everything possible to be
available for all students, it’s up to the parents and guardians whether students fall behind or not. Students will do
whatever they are allowed to do. All adult’s must be there to provide and to instill positive choices.

Whomever takes the time to read this, Ahex’hee for taking the time to hear some of my concerns.

Respectfully,
C. Irvin

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.



24" NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL
NAABIK' IYATI' COMMITTEE REPORT
Third Year 2021

The NAABIK'I[YATI' COMMITTEE to whom has been assigned:
NAVAJO LEGISLATIVE BILL #0046-21

An Action Relating to Health, Education, and Human Services and Naabik'iyati’
Committees; Rescinding NABIAU-35-20, Entitled, “An Action Relating to Health,
Education, and Human Services and Naabik'iyati’ Committees; Recommending that All
Schools, Public and Private, Serving the Navajo Nation, Including those Operated by the
State of New Mexico Public Education Department, the States of Arizona and Utah, and
All Schools Operated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Bureau of Indian Education,
to Delay Plans and Decisions to Reopen Schools for the 2020-2021 School Year”

Sponsored by: Honorable Carl R. Slater
Co-Sponsored by: Honorable Pernell Halona
Co-Sponsored by: Honorable Edison J. Wauneka

Has had it under consideration and reports the same that the legislation WAS TABLED.

Respectfully Submitted,

on, Chairman
NAABIK'[YATT COMMITTEE

25 March 2021

TABLING MOTION

Motion to Table Legislation 0046-21 until the Naabik'iyati’ Committee meeting before the Navajo
Nation Council Summer Session on July 15, 2021 to provide more time for each student over the
age of 16 years to get vaccinated; to obtain more supporting documents from local school boards
that will work with Ms. Patricia Gonnie.

Motioned by: Honorable Charlaine Tso

Seconded by: Honorable Eugenia Charles-Newton

Vote: 14 in Favor, 08 Opposed (Chairman Damon Not Voting)
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MAIN MOTION

Motioned by: Honorable Pernell Halona
Seconded by: Honorable Edison J. Wauneka
Vote: VOTE PENDING

TABLING MOTION (15T Attempt)

Motion to Table Legislation 0046-21 for 90 days, to obtain supporting documents and
supporting resolutions from school boards and local chapters, including statements from the
parents of students.

Motioned by: Honorable Vince R. James

Seconded by: Honorable Charlaine Tso

Vote: 17 in Favor, 12 Opposed (Chairman Damon Not Voting)
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NAVAJO NATION

917 3/25/2021
Naa'bik'iyat' Committee Regular Meeting 08:29:31 PM
Amd# to Amd# Table Legislation 0046-21 until PASSED

MOT Tso, C July 15, 2021

SEC Charles-Newton

Yeas : 14 Nays : 8 Excused : 0 Not Voting : 1
Yea: 14
Begay, E Crotty Smith Tso, O
Begay, K Daniels Tso, C Walker, T
Brown Freeland, M Tso, E Yazzie
Charles-Newton James, V
Nay : 8
Begay, P Nez, R Stewart, W Wauneka, E
Halona, P Slater, C Tso, D Yellowhair
Excused: 0
Not Voting : 1
Henio, J

Presiding Speaker: Damon



NAVAJO NATION

916 312512021
Naa'bik'iyati' Committee Regular Meeting 07:00:16 PM
Amd# to Amd# Table Legislation 0046-21 for FAILED
MOT James, V - 80 Days
SEC Tso, C
Yeas : 10 Nays : 12 Excused : 0 Not Voting : 2
Yea: 10
Brown James, V Tso, E Walker, T
Crotty Smith Tso, O Yazzie
Freeland, M Tso, C
Nay: 12
Begay, E Charles-Newton Nez, R Tso, D
Begay, K Daniels Slater, C Wauneks, E
Begay, P Halona, P Stewart, W Yellowhair
Excused: 0
Not Voting : 2
Henio, J Damon

Presiding Speaker: Damon
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