
SUMMARY OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION 
TrackingNo. QIO'--/.- 2 ;z. 

Date: June 16, 2022 

Re: AN ACT RELATING TO THE RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT, 

HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND HUMAN SERVICES, BUDGET AND 

FINANCE, AND NAABIK'IYATI' COMMITTEES, AND TO THE NAVAJO 

NATION COUNCIL; ALLOCATING $25,000,000 FROM THE SIHASIN 

FUND TO THE TUBA CITY REGIONAL HEALTH CARE CORPORATION 

FOR ITS LONG-TERM CARE, CANCER, AND REHABILITATION 

FACILITY; APPROVING THE RELATED EXPENDITURE PLAN 

PURSUANT TO 12 N.N.C. §2501 - §2508 

Purpose of this Legislation: 

to approve $25,000,000 from the Sihasin Fund to the Tuba City Regional Health 

Care Center for the planning, design, and construction of its proposed Long-Term 

Care, Cancer, and Rehabilitation Facility; and approving the related Expenditure 

Plan for the Project. 
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24th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - Fourth Year, 2022 Thence 

AN ACT 

Naabik'iyati' C mmittee 
A. r Thence 

..__ ~; ~vajo Natio Council 

RELATING TO THE RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH, 

EDUCATION, AND HUMAN SERVICES, BUDGET AND FINANCE, 

AND NAABIK'IYATI' COMMITTEES, AND TO THE NAVAJO NATION 

COUNCIL; ALLOCATING $25,000,000 FROM THE SIHASIN FUND TO THE 

TUBA CITY REGIONAL HEALTH CARE CORPORATION FOR ITS LONG-

TERM CARE, CANCER, AND REHABILITATION FACILITY; APPROVING 

THE RELATED EXPENDITURE PLAN PURSUANT TO 12 N.N~C._§2501 - §2508 

19 BE IT ENACTED: 

20 

21 SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY 

22 A. The Resources and Development Committee is a standing committee of the Navajo Nation 

23 Council with oversight authority over all 110 Navajo Nation Chapters, as well as community 

24 development. 2 N.N.C. §S00(C) and 26 N.N.C. §102. 

25 B. The Health, Education, and Human Services Committee is a standing committee of the 

26 Navajo Nation Council with oversight authority over matter involving health, social services, 

27 and veterans. 2 N.N.C. §400(C)(l); §400(C)(2). 

28 C. The Budget and Finance Committee is a standing committee of the Navajo Nation Council 

29 with the responsibility to "review and recommend to the Navajo Nation Council· the 

30 budgeting, appropriation, investment and management of all funds." 2 N.N.C. §301(B)(2). 
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THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW PUBLICATION 

LEGISLATION NO: 0104-22 SPONSOR: Otto Tso - -

TITLE: An Act Relating to the Resources and Development, Health, Education, and 
Human Services, Budget and Finance, and Naabik'iyati' Committees, and to the 
Navaio Nation Council; Allocating $25,000,000 from the Sihasin Fund to the Tuba 
City Regional Health Care Corporation for its Long-Term Care, Cancer, and 
Rehabilitation Facility; Approving the Related Expenditure Plan Pursuant to 12 
N.N.C. § 2501 - § 2508 

Date posted: June 22, 2022 at 7:11PM 

Digital comments may be e-mailed to comments@,navaio-nsn.gov 

Written comments may be mailed to: 

Executive Director 
Office of Legislative Services 

P.O. Box 3390 
Window Rock, AZ 86515 

(928) 871-7586 

Comments may be made in the form of chapter resolutions, letters, 
position papers, etc. Please include your name, position title, address 
for written comments; a valid e-mail address is required. Anonymous 
comments will not be included in the Legislation packet. 

Please note: This digital copy is being provided for the benefit of the Navajo Nation 
chapters and public use. Any political use is prohibited. All written comments received 
become the property of the Navajo Nation and will be forwarded to the assigned Navajo 
Nation Council standing committee(s) and/or the Navajo Nation Council for review. Any 
tampering with public records are punishable by Navajo Nation law pursuant to 17 
N.N.C. §374 et. seq. 



THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY 

LEGISLATION NO.: 0104-22 

SPONSOR: Honorable Otto Tso 

1st Report 

TITLE: An Act Relating to the Resources and Development, Health, Education, 
and Human Services, Budget and Finance, and Naabik'iyati' Committees, and 
to the Navajo Nation Council; Allocating $25,000,000 from the Sihasin Fund to 
the Tuba City Regional Health Care Corporation for its Long-Term Care, 
Cancer, and Rehabilitation Facility; Approving the Related Expenditure Plan 
Pursuant to 12 N.N.C. § 2501 - § 2508 

Posted: June 22, 2022 at 7:11 PM 

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: June 27, 2022 

Digital Comments received: 

1) Franklin Fowler, TCRHCC BoD 
Comments Supporting 2) Justice Beard 

3) Lynette Bonar, CEO TCRHCC 

Comments Opposing None 

Comments/Recommendations None 

egd~reta 
Office of Legislative Services 

June 28, 2022; 9:07 AM 
Date/rime 
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Supporting TCRHCC TO RECEIVE FUNDING FOR LONG-TERM CARE, 
CANCER & REHABILITATION FACILITY. 

Franklin Fowler <franklinkfowler2020@gmail.com> 

Thu 6/23/2022 6:50 AM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

TCRHCC has been working for the past years to improve health care for Navajo, Southern Pauite & Hopi communities. Elderly health care is 
of most top priority for our health care system. The Navajo nation really needs a place close to home to send our aging people to receive 
health care services. They really need comfort and stress free care in the later stage of their lives. 
A Cancer Care facility is really needed on Navajo Nation. TCRHCC has been working on complete cancer Care for our people. If we get the 
facility, it will greatly improved cancer Care for our people. Presently we are sending our patients to outside healthcare facilities to receive 
services. 
We really need support from our LEADERS to bring these services to our people. This is probably the best chance in the near future to fund 
and help our people. 
We are looking for champions to support health care system. Thank you for your support. 

Mr Franklin Fowler, Kaibeto representative to TCRHCC BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



0104-22 

Justice M. Beard <Justice.Beard@outlook.com> 

Thu 6/23/2022 12:26 PM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

The community of Tuba City is respectfully requesting for your support to this legislation. The services and programs will 

benefit the greater communities and Tuba City. 

Sent from my iPhone 
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



TUBA CITY REGIONAL HEALTH CARE CORPORATION 
167 North Main Street, P.O. Box 600 

Tuba City, Arizona 86045-0600 
www.tchealth.org 

June 27, 2022 

VIA EMAIL to comments@navajo-nsn.gov 

Executive Director 
Office of Legislative Services 
P. 0. Box 3390 
Window Rock, AZ 86515 

Re: Comments on Legislation No. 0104-22: An Act Relating to the Resources and 
Development, Health, Education, and Human Services, Budget and Finance, 
and Naabik'iyati' Committees, and to the Navajo Nation Council; Allocating 
$25,000,000 from the Sihasin Fund to the Tuba City Regional Health Care 
Corporation for its Long-Term Care, Cancer, and Rehabilitation Facility; 
Approving the Related Expenditure Plan Pursuant to 12 N.N.C. § 2501- § 2508 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

The Tuba City Regional Health Care Corporation ("TCRHCC") appreciates this 
opportunity to provide its comments on Legislation No. 0104-22: An Act Relating to the Resources 
and Development, Health, Education, and Human Services, Budget and Finance, and Naabik'iyati' 
Committees, and to the Navajo Nation Council; Allocating $25,000,000 from the Sihasin Fund to 
the Tuba City Regional Health Care Corporation for its Long-Term Care, Cancer, and 
Rehabilitation Facility; Approving the Related Expenditure Plan Pursuant to 12 N.N.C. § 2501 - § 
2508 (the "Legislation"). 

The Legislation would provide matching funds necessary for TCRHCC to complete the 
proposed design and construction of a Long Term Care, Cancer and Rehabilitation Facility (the 
"LTCF") that would be annexed to TCRHCC's existing Medical Center in Tuba City. The LTCF 
would fill a vital - and missing - component in the Nation's healthcare system by providing 60 
beds for an Assisted Living Center for elderly and disabled persons and 30 beds for integrated 
rehabilitation and skilled nursing services under professional supervision, medical facility, and 
would expand TCRHCC's one-of-a-kind Hematology Oncology Clinic in Indian Country. 
TCRHCC therefore requests that the Navajo Nation Council and its assigned Committees approve 
the Legislation, in the best interest of the Navajo Nation. 

Background of TCRH CC 

TCRHCC is authorized by the Navajo Nation Council as a tribal healthcare organization 
pursuant to the Indian Self Determination and Education Assistance Act, P.L. 93-638, as amended 
(the "ISDEAA"). Pursuant to its Compact with the Indian Health Service ("IHS"), TCRHCC 
operates the former Navajo Area IHS Tuba City Indian Medical Center, and multiple satellite 



facilities and clinics, providing services to IHS beneficiaries in TCRHCC's service area within the 
Western Navajo Agency and Coconino County, including the Cameron, Bodaway/Gap, Coalmine 
Canyon, Kaibeto, LeChee, Coppermine, Tonalea, and To'Naneez'Dizi Chapters of the Navajo 
Nation, the Hopi Village ofMoenkopi, and the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe. TCRHCC operates 
a Level III Trauma Center and an American Association of Diabetes Educators (AADE) 
Accredited Program with a primary patient service population of nearly 36,000, and also serves as 
a Medical Referral Center for over 100,000 patients across the Navajo Nation, including for IHS 
beneficiaries from the Hopi and San Juan Southern Paiutes tribes. 

TCRHCC holds current Accreditations by The Joint Commission on Accreditation for 
Hospital, Laboratory, Patient Centered Medical Home and Home Health (Durable Medical 
Equipment) Services. Our comprehensive healthcare services include inpatient/outpatient health 
services, emergency services; dental and optometry services; orthopedics; OB/GYN; oral surgery; 
limited urological procedures, pediatric, rheumatology, neurology, dermatology, podiatry, 
rehabilitative and mental health services, and, most recently, oncology center services located on 
Native American lands, world-class cancer treatment. 

The Critical Need for $25,000,000 for TCRHCC's Long Term Care, Cancer and 
Rehabilitation Center 

The COVID-19 Pandemic has severely highlighted the health disparities present in our 
communities. TCRHCC is the regional referral center for Western Navajo Nation, which includes 
the transfers from Kayenta Health Center, Kayenta, AZ, and the Hopi Health Care Center on the 
Hopi Nation. The chronic underfunding of health services makes combatting already present health 
disparities insurmountable. It is uncertain whether we will continue to live with the presence of 
the COVID-19 virus and if it will ever completely be eradicated. Our communities have up to 
three generations living in their households. This exposes elders to the youngest in the house, 
which also means there is greater risk of children unknowingly bringing COVID-19 into the 
household. The graph below gives age ranges of positive tests in the TCRHCC Service Area: 
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Sending Navajo elders more than 100 miles away is imprudent and ignores our obligation 
to care for elders in a culturally appropriate environment. Many Navajo elders are unable to live 
alone at home and have limited options or methods to remain in their home without supportive 
assisted care. As the Navajo elder demographic ages and prolongs the amount of time they are able 
to live independently, tribal governments are having to figure out how to provide a comprehensive 
range of services that are culturally-sensitive and appropriate, and how to preserve the dignity and 
quality oflife for this important and cherished group. The longevity of life among Navajos requires 
Navajo leaders, communities, and families to assess how best to provide comprehensive care and 
services for elders. 

Unfortunately, it is no longer a viable option to rely on families and extended family 
members to address the needs of the elders, as this practice has diminished considerably due to 
younger family members having to relocate from remote rural communities to distant urban 
communities in search of employment opportunities. More nursing homes or long term care 
facilities are needed in other regions of the Navajo Nation as Navajo families desire to keep their 
elderly family members as near as possible to provide all the necessary amenities to extend the life 
of their loved one(s). 

There are two types of care needed; Intermediate Level care which is assistive and does 
not include the use of nursing care. The motivation for assistive care is to keep an elder in a safe 
environment to provide such assistance as routine medication administration, cooking, and 
bathing. Intermediate Level care is appropriate where the elders are frail, disabled, or have 
forgetfulness, or the mental inability to recall a medication regimen on their own. The second level 
of care is Skilled Nursing Care which is essential to care that requires nursing, rehabilitation or 
other professionally licensed care for a specified care plan prescribed by a physician. TCRHCC 
is proposing an Assisted Living Center to accommodate sixty (60) ciders or disabled persons 
and provide an additional thirty (30) beds for Skilled Nursing Care. 

A second issue that will be addressed with this project is expanding TCRHCC's 
Hematology Oncology Clinic. This is necessary, as unfortunately there were many community 
members that did not receive their cancer screening appointments for almost the entire 2 years of 
the pandemic. We have seen an increase in referrals and are stepping up our campaign for cancer 
screening. The new Specialty Care Clinic in the L TCF will double the space we will see patients 
in and address the need for oncology services that we project will grow as our elder population 
also grows. Cancer is a critical concern because of the legacy of uranium related cancers on the 
Navajo caused by the history of uranium mining and the toxic waste left behind.1 Since opening 
its Oncology Center, TCRHCC has collected first-hand data showing clusters of cancers related to 
uranium exposure. 

1 See The History of Uranium Mining and the Navajo People, Doug Brugge, PhD, MS and Rob 
Goble, PhD (Sept. 2002), available at https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3222290/. 



Below is an updated pie chart of the top 10 Cancer diagnoses: 

Top 70 Diagnoses by Patients (C and D groups only) 

Top 10 Diagnoses by PcJtients 

C90. Multiple myeloma and malignant plas .. 
6.15% 

C64 • Malignant neoplasm of kidney .... 
656%. 

064 • Other anemias 
697%. 

069 • Purpura and other hemorr ... 
7.38% 

050 • Iron deficiency anemia . _.,, 
7.79% 

04 7 • Other neoplasms of uncerram behavior ... 
7.79% 

Conclusion 

CSO • M,1li9nant neoplasms of breast 
291% 

, C61 • Malignant neoplasm of prostate 
12.7% 

C 18 • Malignant neopl.1sm cl colon 
9.43% 

For the foregoing reasons, TCRHCC respectfully requests the Navajo Nation Council 
approve Legislation No. 0104-22 allocating $25,000,000 from the Sihasin Fund to the Tuba City 
Regional Health Care Corporation for its Long-Term Care, Cancer, and Rehabilitation Facility. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

~13~ 
Chief Executive Officer 
Tuba City Regional Health Care Corporation 

c: TCRHCC Board of Directors 




