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HEHSCF-002-12
RESOLUTION OF THE '
HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE
OF THE NAVAJO NATIONCOUNCIL

22" NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - SECOND YEAR, 2012

BE {T ENACTED:

1. The Navajo Nation finds that the Navajo Nation approved six Navajo Nation
Department of Veterans Affairs Financial Assistance Policies and Procedures for Navajo
Veterans Affairs by Resolution HSCAU-10-10 including the Financial Asgistance from the
Navajo Nation Trust Fund.

2. The Navajo Nation hereby approves the amendment of the Department of
Navajo Veterans Affairs Policies and Procedures for Financial Assistance from the Navajo
Nation Trust Fund attached as Exhibit A,

3. The Navajo Nation shall implement the amended Department of Navajo
Veterans Affairs Policles and Procedures for Financial Assistance from the Navajo Nation
Trust Fund until such time as it is amended by resolution.

CERTIFICATION

{ hareby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly considered by the Heaith, Education
and Human Services Committee of the Navajo Nation Council at a duly catled meeting at Fort
Defiance, Navajo Nation (Arizona), at which a quorum was present and the same was passed
by a vote of _4_in favor, _0_ opposed and _Q_ abstained, this _8® day of __February .

2012.
Jogathan Hale, Chairperson
H . Education and Human Services
Committes

Motion: Honorable Walter Pheips

Second: Honorable Charies Damon
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EXHIBIT "A*

. Policies and Procedures
Financial Assistance from the Navajo Nation Veterans Trust Fund
Department of Navajo Veterans Affairs
Division of Human Resources

Authorities

Pursuant to its Plan of Operation, the Department of Navajo Veterans Affairs,
(hereinafter “DNVA”) may provide financial assistance funded by the Navajo Nation

‘Veterans Trust Fund (hereinafter “Veterans Trust Fund®).

Pursuant to 12 N.N.C. § 1176(B), DNVA may provide assistance to individual Navajo
veterans or other eligible individuals, see Section IV, and grants to Chapter Veterans

. Organizations (hereinafter “CVO”) from the Veterans Trust Fund based on a formula as

may be designated by DNVA.

All financial assistance and grants from the Veterans Trust Fund are contingent on the
availabiiity of funds.

Background '

The Navajo Nation Council established the Veterans Trust Fund pursuant to Resolution
CJY-46-98 with an initial appropriation of $6.0 million. The intention was that the fund
income/interest would be available for expenditure beginning October 1, 2003 or Fiscal
Year 2004. The Navajo Nation Council approved the initial appropriation from the
Veterans Trust Fund in September 2003.

Resolution CN-55-06 amended the Veterans Trust Fund by authorizing an annual
transfer of 4% of all projected revenues of the Navajo Nation to the Veterans Trust
Fund. 12 N.N.C. § 1176(C) provides that 95% of the 4% shall be used for veterans
services and programs and 5% shall be used for administering the Veterans Trust Fund.

Purpose

The Veterans Trust Fund will provide funds for veterans programs, projects, services and
activities which include but are not limited to program/project deveiopment,
community/economic development, housing, training and employment opportunities,
leveraging or matching funds for exemplary projects, protection and advocacy services,
benefits-related services, education and scholarship, and survivor's benefits for
surviving spouses of deceased veterans.





















VIi. Amendments

These Policies and Procedures m: be amended upon the reco nendation of BNVA-NNVA,
di ' processed through the SAS review pro s, and upon review and approval of the  lth,
Education and Human Services Committee of the Navajo Nation Council.







































12/30/2018 0451-18 - comments

0451-18

pjgeorge@citlink.net

Fri 1272872018 1129 AM

To'comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Do not pass Legislation No. 0451-18There is no detail amendment provided in Legislation No. 0451-18 regarding what is being
proposed amending to Veterans Trust Fund policies. The issue is that the sponsor is interim council delegate and that show

lack the understanding of the NN appropriation policies and procedures, and how the funds are processes. The current Veterans'
Trust Fund policies and procedures is not broken nor is a problem with the chapter veterans organizations (CVO) handing the
financial assistance for the needy veterans and beneficiaries. The chapter veterans' organizations are more knowledgeable about
the needy veterans and beneficiaries in their communities than the Agency Veterans' Administrations. Secondly, Veteran and
beneficiary applying from financial assistance at the Agency NVA. Allow veterans and beneficiaries filing for financial assistance
with Agency Veterans Administration is potential for favoritism and/or greed. Examples: In 2018 the NN Audit General findings
with Fort Defiance Agency Navajo Veterans Administration, a non-veteran by-passed the chapter veterans' organization and that
non-veteran was assisted with veteran’s house. (favoritism) In FY 2018, at Tsé Daa Kaan Chapter, a greedy veteran, a full time
employed, by passed Shiprock Agency NVA and went directly to Central NVA to claimed hardship, energy and home
improvement assistance. Central NVA approved his claims and he was issued a check in less than 2 weeks. This veteran claimed
he was denied assistance at CVO and Agency NVA. CVO approved this veteran for home improvement material and energy.
(Favoritism and Greedy) Lastly, the use of voter registration. The NN fund distribution policy, 50/50 format is base on voter
registration. In 1989, Veterans Trust Fund established the Trust Income distribution on 50/50 format. It work well for the veterans
and beneficiaries in the smaller populated chapters and larger populated chapters. Accountability is necessity in the use of the
veterans trust fund. Destroying the veterans Trust fund policy is not good for the veterans and beneficiaries.

Paul J. George
Commander
Tse Daa Kaan CVO

https //webmail.navajo-nsn.goviowa/#viewmodel=ReadMessageltem&ltemID=AAMKADBmMMzM3Z|NmLTdmN  NGIXNS1hZTAyLTcOMGUyOTQzZjQ... 1/









12/30/2018 legislation 0451-18 - comments

le slation 45 -18

ibert Smith <hubertsmith335@y: oo.com>

Sat 12/29/2018 4:57 PM

Jo.comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Legislation 0451-18

[ am writing this letter expressing my opposition to Legislatio~ #“51-18. Although we need to change out certain
language such as DNVA to NNVA, the current Navajo Nation Veterans Funds Financial Assistance Policies and
Procedures should not be changed unt all the veterans’ organizations are aware of the proposed changes.

1. Tam opposed to taking out the Chapter Voter Registration because;
a. The distribution of funds is based on the 50/50 format where the veteran's voter registration is the
key criteria. Using this »rmat allows equal distribution of funds to all small and large chapter

communities.
b. We are currently aware that several veterans ave registered with different agencies to get more

assistance but have been caught because of the chapter voter registration.
c. Also, without a chapter voter registration, a veteran cannot be granted any funds for their funeral
expenses from the Navajo Nation Social Services.

2..  The elimination of the second policy will be replaced y making all veterans, Gold Star Mothers, and
widow(er)s go to their respective agency offices to directly apply for funds from the veterans' trust fi ds.
a. This policy change will make it much harder for our members receive funding. A lot of veterans don't
e either funds to travel, a transportation, time to go to the office and favoritism at the agency offices.

Our NNVA offices are lacking statf and sending all our members there will be too much for them.

3. Lastly, both ast. 1and Western veterans agencies along with the VA Advisory Council passed an opposing
resolution at their respective duly called meeting. Health, Education and 'uman Service members should have

been aware of these resolutions.

4. Legislation 0451 3 is not a good idea at this time. Please consider my points as we as other veterans who
have expressed their frustration. All veteran nee to be made aware of these proposed changes and at this time, the
majority of veterans have NOT been made aware about this proposed legislation and its content.

Respecttully,

Hubert Smith
Eastern Navajo Veterans Organization

https:/iwebmail.navajo-nsn.gov/owa/#viewmodel=ReadMessageltem&ltemID=AAMKADBMMzM3ZNmLTdmN2MINGIXNS1hZTAyL TcOMGUyOTQzZjQ... 11
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