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1. When the Controller identifies additional sources of
revenues above and beyond the 1initial or current
revenue projections, supplemental appropriations may
be allocated by the Navajo Nation Council. 12 N.N.C.
§ 820(L).

2. Supplemental appropriations made from non-recurring
revenues shall only be made for non-recurring
operations or purposes, as set forth at § 820(F). The
Controller of the Navajo Nation shall be responsible
for designating recurring and non-recurring reve 1es.
12 N.N.C. & 820(L).

3. All requests for annual operating funds and
supplemental funds shall be submitted to the Office of
Management and idget (tror ) for Dbudget 1mpact
analysis. 12 N.N.C. & 820(M).

Section Two. Findings
A. The Office of Navajo Uranium Workers was established to

assist Navajo uranium mine workers. 1e assistance
provided include filing claims under federal laws
permitting cor ensation >r illnesses due to uranium
mining.

The Office of Navajo Uranium Wor ers is seeking funding 1
the amount of $250,000.00 for its Radiat »>n Exposure
Compensation Act eform Project. The funding will help with
an initiative to increase 1nding.

The suprg 3@mental funding request forms are attached as
Exhibit A.

The Office of Management and Budget is provi =:d notice of
the funding request and has submitted a budget analysis
pursuant to 12 N.N.C. § 820(M) attached as Exhibit C.

The Office of the Controller has provided a memorandum
dated February 14, 2018 indicating the Dbalance in the
Unreserved, Undesignated Fund Balance as of February 4,
2018 is $27,717,798. This memorandum 1is provided to meet

the requirements of 12 N.N.C, 820 (L), however the
Controller of the Navajo Nation has not designated the
funds as recurring or non-recurring. This memorandum

attached as Exhibit B.

The Navajo Nation finds it 1in the best interest of the
Navajo Nation that supplemental appropriations be made for
the ffice of Navajo Uranium Workers.
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ACTION BY THE NAVAJO NATION PRESIDENT:

1.

I hereby sign into law the
foregoing legislation, pursuant
to 2 N.N.C. §1005 (c)(10), on
this day of
2018.

ssell Regaye, President
Navajo ation

I hereby veto the fore oing
legislation, pursuant to 2 N.N.C.
§1005 (c) (11l), on this

day of 2018 for
reason(s) expressed in the
attached letter to the Speaker

Russell Begaye, President
Navajo Nation

hereby exercise 1line item wve >
pursuant to the 2010, certified
Initiative, over the supplemental
appropriations approved herein by
the ,Navajo Natlon CounCLl on this

thday of ___201s8.

W,%w

Russell Begave, Pres@/deft
Navajo Nation
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THE NAVAJO NATION RUSSELL BEGAYE it

Office of Navajo Uranium Workers

Shiprock, NM
Name of Navajo Nation Dept.: Office of Navajo Urar m Workers
Project Name: RECA Reform Project - $250,000
Contact: Sylvia A. Tyler, Program Manager |

Office of Navajo Uranium Workers
Navajo Nation Department of Health

Objective
The Objective is to fund the Navajo Radiation Ex »sure Compensation Act Reform Project.
Purpose

Funds will be used to cover the costs of an initiative, including 2taining a specialized lobbying

consultant, similar to that previously 1 ded by the Navajo Nation which resulted in the

successful expansion of RECA by Congress in 2000, in ¢ iJer to secure Congressional passage of
— the Radiation xposure Compensation Act (RECA) Amendments of 2017,

Background

The Radiation Exposure Compensation Act Amendments « 2015, sponsored by Senator Crapo
of Idaho, was introduced February 2015 in the U.S. Senate, as S.331, and referred to the Senate
Committee on the Judiciary. A companion bill, 994, was also introduced at the same time
in the House of epresentatives by Rep. Lujar New Mexico, which was also referred to
committee.! Despite 4 co-sponsors to S.331 and 18 co-sponsors to H.R.994, no further action
has been taken by Congress on either bill since their 1troductions, and no action on either bill
is expected before the end of 2016. Both bills are expected to be reintroduce in 2017.

If passed, the RECA am« dments will (among other things) extend coverage for compensation
to post’1971 uranium miners and millers; expand the list « compensable diseases for miners
and millers; include core drillers as a compensable category; expand “downwinder” coverage;
make it easier to secure compensation by broadi ing the use of affidavits and allowing the
combination of work histories for uranium workers; compensate downwinders and onsite
nuclear test participants equally with uranium wo 2rs; and address other elements necessary

1 Similar legislation has previously been introduced but not acted upon by Congress going as far
back as 2007.
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