
RESOLUTION OF THE 
RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

RDCN-86-15 

Of the 23rd Navajo Nation Council---First Year 2015 

AN ACTION 
RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE; STRONGLY URGING 

THE NAVAJO HOUSING AUTHORITY TO ISSUE TENANT-BASED RENTAL 
ASSISTANCE VOUCHERS TO ELDERLY LIVING IN ELDER CARE FACILITIES 

ON THE NAVAJO NATION 

BE-IT ENACTED: 

SECTION ONE. FINDINGS 

A. The Resources and Development Committee ("ROC") is 
established as a standing committee of the Navajo Nation Council 
with oversight over housing for the purposes of establishing 
policies and legislation appropriate to the housing needs of the 
Navajo Nation and its People. 2 N.N.C. §§ 500 (A); 500 (C) (3); 
see also CJA-03-13. 

B. On July 7, 2015, ROC approved the Fiscal Year 2016 
Navajo Nation Housing Plan ("Indian Housing Plan") for the 
Native American Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Act of 
1996 ("NAHASDA") Indian Housing Block Grant Funding. See RDCJY-
39-15 attached as Exhibit A. 

C. As part of the Indian Housing Plan, the Navajo Housing 
Authority ("NHA") describes the Tenant-Based Rental Assistance 
Program ( "TBRA") as a voucher program available to low-income 
and eligible families. See RDCJY-39-15's Exhibit A at page 
fifteen (15). 

D. According to the Indian Housing Plan, the TBRA voucher 
program will allow eligible applicants to apply for rental 
subsidies that are then paid directly to property owners on 
behalf of low-income tenants assisted by NHA based on the 
family's ability to pay a portion of the rent. See RDCJY-39-15's 
Exhibit A at page fifteen (15). 

E. The vouchers will be available to eligible families 
living on or off the Navajo Nation who are in need of rental 
subsidies. See RDCJY-39-15's Exhibit A at page fifteen (15). 
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F. NHA defines eligible applicants for the TBRA voucher 
program in their Public Rental Admissions, Occupancy, 
Collection, Grievance and Termination Policies and their Mutual 
Help Homeownership Opportunity Admission and Occupancy, 
Collection and Termination Policy, and states that eligible 
applicants who qualify for preference under the below categories 
shall receive priority over other app~icants: a) Applicants who 
are displaced; b) Applicants who are living in substandard 
housing; and c) Applicants who are claiming local preferences. 
See Public Rental Admissions, Occupancy, Collection, Grievance 
and Termination Policies Section III attached as Exhibit B. 

G. Applicants who claim local preference may claim 
preference for elderly family and receive twenty (20) points. 
See NHA Preference Rating System and Public Rental Admissions, 
Occupancy, Collection, Grievance and Termination Policies 
Section XI attached as Exhibit C. 

H. In order for these TBRA vouchers to be accessible to 
seniors, such as the seniors who will be moving into the newly 
developed K'ai'bii'To' Elder Senior Housing Project, the Navajo 
Nation strongly urges NHA to issue rental vouchers to the elder 
applicants eligible under NHA's policies. See Resolution of Tuba 
City Regional Health Care Corporation attached as Exhibit D; see 
also Exhibit A at the attached Public Comments from Tuba City 
Regional Health Care Corporation. 

I. It is imperative that vouchers are issued to elderly 
applicants, such as those applying to live in the K'ai'bii'To' 
Elder Senior Housing Project, and other elder care facilities 
like it that are currently developed or developed in the future, 
to ensure that the housing is affordable for seniors and that 
the vacant units will be immediately occupied by seniors who 
otherwise would not be able to afford the rent. 

SECTION TWO. STRONGLY URGING THE NAVAJO HOUSING AUTHORITY TO 
ISSUE TENANT-BASED RENTAL ASSISTANCE VOUCHERS TO ELDERLY LIVING 
IN ELDER CARE FACILITIES ON THE NAVAJO NATION 

The Navajo Nation hereby strongly urges the Navajo Housing 
Authority to issue tenant-based rental assistance vouchers to 
the elderly applicants living in elder care facilities on the 
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Navajo Nation, such as the elderly applicants attempting to live 
in the K'ai'bii'To' Elder Senior Housing Project. 

SECTION THREE. DIRECTIVES AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO NAVAJO HOUSING 
AUTHORITY 

A. The Navajo Nation hereby directs the Navajo Housing 
Authority to attempt to serve as many elderly applicants as 
possible given internal and external guidelines with respect to 
the tenant-based rental assistance program and attempt to make 
that program as accessible as possible to seniors. 

B. The Navajo Nation hereby recommends that the 
Housing Authority develop a new Preference Rating 
specifically for the Tenant-Based Rental Assistance 
program, giving additional preference points to 
applicants, and/or an Elder Housing Program. 

Navajo 
System 

voucher 
elderly 

C. To further enhance the availability for adequate 
housing for our elderly Navajo people and others, the Navajo 
Nation hereby directs the Navajo Housing Authority to develop a 
plan of action to establish "Project Based Rental Assistance" 
( PBRA) for the K' ai' bii' To' Elder Senior Housing Project and 
other interested stakeholders. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, hereby, certify that the foregoing resolution was duly 
considered by the Resources and Development Committee of the 23rd 
Navajo Nation Council at a duly called meeting at Navajo Nation 
Council Chambers, Window Rock, (Navajo Nation) Arizona, at which 
quorum was present and that same was passed by a vote 4 in 
favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained this 23rd day of November, 2015. 

Motion: 
Second: 

Benjamin Bennett, Vice-Chairperson 
Resources and Development Committee 

Of the 23rd Navajo Nation Council 

Honorable Leonard Pete 
Honorable Davis Filfred 
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RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
OF THE 23rd NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 

FIRST YEAR 2015 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mr. Speaker, 

The RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE to whom has been 
assigned: 

Legislation # 0353-15: AN ACTION RELATING TO RESOURCES 
AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE; STRONGLY URGING THE NAVAJO 
HOUSING AUTHORITY TO ISSUE TENANT-BASED RENTAL 
ASSISTANCE VOUCHERS TO ELDERLY LIVING IN ELDER CARE 
FACILITIES ON THE NAVAJO NATION. 
Walter Phelps 

Sponsor: Honorable 

Has had it under consideration and report the same with the 
following amendments 

Add a new paragraph C, to Section 3 at page 2, Line 22 as 
follow: 

"C. To further enhance the availability for adequate 
housing for our elderly Navajo people and others, the 
Navajo Nation hereby directs the Navajo Housing Authority 
to develop a plan of action to establish "Project Based 
Rental Assistance" (PBRA) for the K'ai'bii'To' Elder Senior 
Housing Project and other interested stakeholders." 
(Davis Filfred/Leonard Pete/4-0-0) 

and thereafter respectfully 
Naabi'Iyati Committee. 

referred the matter to the 

Respectfully submitted, 

~ 
Benjamin Bennett, Vice-Chairperson 
Resources and Development Committee 

of the 23rd Navajo Nation Council 

Date: November 23, 2015 
Main Motion: Leonard Pete 
Second: 
Vote: 

Davis Filfred 
4-0-0 


