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THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY 

LEGISLATION NO.: 0047-21 

SPONSOR: Honorable Carl R. Slater 

4th Report 

TITLE: An Action Relating to Health, Education, and Human Services and 
Naabik'iyati' Committees and the Navajo Nation Council; Rescinding C0-84-
20, Entitled, "An Action Relating to an Emergency for the Navajo Nation; 
Opposing All In-Person Instruction at all Schools Intending to Reopen within 
the Navajo Nation Amidst COVID-19; Supporting the Navajo Nation Board of 
Education in Recommending Virtual Learning" 

Posted: March 17, 2021at5:13 PM 

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: March 22, 2021 

Digital Comments received: 

Comments Supporting 

Comments Opposing 

Comments/Recommendations 

L islative Tracking Secretary 
Office of Legislative Services 

None 

None 

1.) Geraldine Benally 

~ 15", ~ 1:°'r" 
Date/Time 
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LEGISLATION NO: 0047-21 

G Benally <gbenally2013@gmail.com> 

Wed 4/14/2021 3:38 PM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

I would sincerely appreciate the Council's support on this bill. While some people may indicate that vaccinations will 
safeguard teachers, staff, children and parents, along with other protective measures, there is no guarantee our people 
will be safe. We have been told there are different strains that have been discovered and the vaccinations effectiveness 
against the strains have not been assured. In addition to this, the effectiveness of the vaccines are not 100%. We would 
be doing a grave disservice to the people by prematurely declaring the Navajo Nation is safe to resume business as usual 
in any setting. 
Thank you for the time. 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10 

WARN ING External emai l. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 
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Mail - comments@navajo-nsn.gov https://webmail .navajo-nsn.gov/owa/#path=/mail 

I of 2 

Regarding Legislation:0047-21 

Tahyah D Burbank <toniadburbank@gmail.com > 

Thu 4/15/2021 10:36 PM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn .gov>; 

I'm a parent, my name is Tonia Burbank of Fort Defiance, Arizona. Register voter with Kin Dah Lichii Chapter. This is still a serious health 
concern for my kids, which they haven't received any vaccination shot for Covid-19, they are all at age under 15 yrs . old and with this it does 
concerns me as a parent. My kids are precious along with other parents kids; what if they would get expose to this virus from another child 
and it will pass to my family. I wouldn't know and don't even want to think what would happen to them. We have lost a love one, our family 
members even by Ke' to this monster virus covid-19. 

Virtual learning has to continue and I'm a parent that has been home since this pandemic has started. I had to leave my job due to my kids 
education and health. Staying home and being safe is my main concern. I don't want any of our kids getting sick and for them having any 
hardship among our/their family. Our community/school has to bring out more information on what is being done. That it is safe for our 
kids to return back to school. Will their school have the proper safety equipment regarding CDC guidelines. The school may have it but we 
don't know how other family members are: how or if they are sick within their household. This would put more risk on all family members if 
the kids go back to school. Due to an outbreak that may occur. 

Our kids have not even been educated on what needs to be done even us parents. Again, our kids have not been vaccinated. Also, some 
adults have not gotten vaccinated due to health issues and we don't know if any had been vaccinated due to HEP PA, they won't let us know 
who have gotten vaccinated. 

Please I oppose this Legislation: 0047-21. Please oppose this legislation for the safety of our future. Education may wait and we may 
continue their education at home. 

Survival of the Fittest not a model the Navajo people embraced. We have always been about ke' (family and loves one). 

Please leave the first Legislation C0-84-20 in P-lace, keeP- our kids at home order and continue virtual learning, 

Thank you 

4116/2021, 8: 11 AM 
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BGCH21-05-016 

Mar •  Tulley, P 	ident 

RESOLUTION OF THE BLUE GAP/TACHEE CHAPTER 

SUPPORTING THE REOPING OF CHINLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT# 24 FOR IN PERSON  
INSTRUCTION WHILE RESPECTING RECOMMENDED SAFETY PROTOCOLS REGARDING COVID-19. 

WHEREAS: 

1. The Blue Gap/Tachee Chapter is a duly certified chapter of the Navajo Nation Government pursuant 
to Navajo Nation title 26 section 4001 and 4006, and is legally vested with the authority to adopt local 
ordinances and to take actions on matters of local concerns in the best interest of the local Chapter 
and Navajo Nation; AND Q-1 

2. The Blue Gap/Tachee Chapter is in full support of the attached Chinle Unified School District # 24 
Governing Board Resolution that was passed on April 14, 2021. 

NOW, THEREFORE THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

The Blue Gap/Tachee Chapter hereby supports the re-opening of Chinle Unified School District # 24 for in 
person instruction while respecting recommended safety protocols regarding Covid-19. 

CERTIFICATION 

We, hereby, certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered and moved for approval by 
PV/Ii./ A 5X t;   and seconded by /,/,,(/,)ceivi  eci-c-jc3,  at a duly call Chapter Meeting of the Blue 
Gap/Tachee Chapter as which a quorum was present andAhat the same was passed by a vote of  iD  , in 
favor, 0  opposed, and  c),;?  abstained on this 7th day of May, 2021. 

o Sheppard, Sr., V-President 	etty V. /Askie, SecJTreasurer 

/'/  
Kee Allen Begay, Jr. `Council Delegate 	 Franklin Tsosie, Grazing Official 

Marcus Tulley, President 	Leo Sheppard, Sr., Vice President 	Betty Askie, Sec./Treasurer 	Franklin Tsosie, Grazing Representative 



 

CHINLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 24 
Office of the Superintendent 

 

CHINLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT #24 
APACHE COUNTY, ARIZONA 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of Arizona physically closed all Arizona schools at the 
beginning of the 2020-2021 school year, and the Navajo Nation has closed all schools to in-
person instruction for the foreseeable future, but alternative educational opportunities and meal 
services for students are still required by Arizona law; and 

WHEREAS, Chinle Unified School District #24 of Apache County, Arizona ("District") 
determined that it was in the District's best interest to physically close school(s) to assist in the 
containment of a potential outbreak of COVID-19 while providing such alternative educational 
opportunities and meal services for students; and 

WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of Arizona has issued an Executive Order to reopen all 
state school districts to in person instruction while respecting recommended safety protocols 
regarding COVID-19, including but not limited to the wearing of masks and social distancing; 
and 

WHEREAS, there has been guidance from the Arizona Department of Education that the 
Governor's Executive Order for reopening schools will not be interpreted to conflict with any 
tribal sovereignty; and 

WHEREAS, the Governing Board appreciates the necessity of providing online education 
opportunities to preserve health and safety for its students and families but also notes that in 
person instruction options are necessary to ensure the best potential educational opportunities for 
the District's students in recovering from the educational impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Governing Board finds as that it is in the best interest of the District, its 
community, and its students to work toward the reopening of schools for students that volunteer 
for in person instruction in an environment of safety protocols to prevent the spread of COVID-
19 while providing students that wish to remain in online instruction such opportunities; and 

WHEREAS, the Governing Board finds that it is in the best interest of the District to work with 
the Navajo Nation, the Governor's Office, the Arizona Department of Education, and its 
communities where schools are located; 

NOW, THEREFORE be it resolved by the Governing Board, 

Section 1. The Governing Board requests that the Navajo Nation act to permit in person 
instruction of students that volunteer for such in person instruction while allowing students that 

PO Box 587 • Chinle, Arizona 86503 • Phone (928) 674-9603 • Fax (928) 674-9608 



By: 

wish to remain in online instruction to do so for the remainder of the 2020-2021 school year. 
The above is not intended to be in any way contrary to the obligations of the District to find 
education space at physical school sites for online education for students to the extent necessary 
or required (unless waived by the Arizona Department of Education), while remaining in 
satisfaction of all applicable safety protocols and requirements for social distancing. 

Section 2. The Governing Board reconfirms its authorization for the Superintendent to work with 
tribal, local and state authorities as necessary and required by A.R.S. §15-901. 

Section 3. The Governing Board reconfirms its authorization for the Superintendent to cooperate 
with the Navajo Nation Tribal Government, Federal, and State authorities to continue to provide 
alternative educational opportunities and meal services as required and practicable, and; 

Section 4. The Governing Board authorizes the Superintendent to execute any further 
documentation to effectuate this resolution, including but not limited to any requisite notices 
required by the Arizona Department of Education, the Navajo Nation Tribal Government, or 

local/state health authorities. 

Passed and adopted this 14 th  day of April, 2021. 

Chinle Unified School District Governing Board 

Its: Governing Board President 

Attested by: 

Governing 	ember 

PO Box 587 • Chinle, Arizona 86503 • Phone (928) 674-9603 • Fax (928) 674-9608 









MANY FARMS CHAPTER
P.O. BOX 185

MANY FARMS, ARIZONA 86538
PHONE: (928) 781-3605

FAX: (928) 781-3608
E-Mail: manvfarms(navajochapters.org

Kee Allen Begay, Jr., Council Delegate, 24th Navajo Nation Council
Katherine 0. Arthur, President Francine Harrison, CSC

Aijerino Tsedah, Vice President Lewanda Ben, AMS
Jacqueline J. Begaye, Secretary/Treasurer Roland Tso, Grazing Committee

Resolution of the
Many Farms Chapter MF — 26-05-2021

Supporting the Chinle Unified School District # 24 Apache County (Arizona) Governing Board and the
Pediatricians of Chinle I.H.S (Indian Health Service) request to the Navajo Nation to Permit In-Person School

Reopening.

WHEREAS:

1. Pursuant to CMY-23-79, the Many Farms Chapter is a certified chapter of the Navajo Nation vested with
authority and responsibilities to provide and enact on all matters affecting the community; and

2. Pursuant to CAP-34-98, the Navajo Nation Council approved the Navajo Nation Local Governance Act (LGA)
that allows Many Farms Chapter to make decisions over local matters; and

3. The Governor of the State of Arizona has issued an Executive Order to reopen all state school districts to in
person instruction while respecting safety protocols regarding COVID- 19, including but not limited to the
wearing of masks and social distancing; and

4. The Many Farms Chapter acknowledges the educational benefits of in-person and online instruction and
emphasizes COVID-19’s effect on exacerbating societal inequities, and provides recommendations for the
Chinle USD #24 to implement in returning to In-Person and Remote instruction; and

5. The Chinle USD # 24 with input from Pediatricians of Chinle I.R.S. staff, and parents, have reviewed student
engagement, stakeholder input and academic success as well as educational and health guidance in
determining the effectiveness of remote learning and has determined an equity-based blended learning plan for
the 2020-202 1 School Year.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. Supporting the Chinle Unified School District # 24 Apache County, (Arizona) Governing Board and the
Pediatricians of Chinle I.H.S (Indian Health Service) request to the Navajo Nation to Permit In-Person School
Reopening.

CERTIFICATION

We, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was considered by the Many Farms Chapter at a duly called
special meeting in Many Farms, Navajo Nation (Arizona) at which a quorum was present and that the same
was passed by a vote of_L in favor, V opposed and J_ abstained this ItX” day of May 2021.

Motion: id YUDTh64J1
Second: Yjfly e@a11l
Kathe me 0. A ur, Chapter President Kee A. &eg , Jr., Council D ate

Aije T dah, Vice s ,nt Roland Tso, Grazing Committee

f_1 &X*\
acq line J. Fgaye, Secretary/Treasurer



CHINLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT NO.24
Office of the Superintendent

CHINLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT #24
APACHE COUNTY, ARIZONA

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of Arizona physically closed all Arizona schools at the
beginning of the 2020-202 1 school year, and the Navajo Nation has closed all schools to in-
person instruction for the foreseeable future, but alternative educational opportunities and meal
services for students are still required by Arizona law; and

WHEREAS, Chinle Unified School District #24 of Apache County, Arizona (“District”)
determined that it was in the District’s best interest to physically close school(s) to assist in the
containment of a potential outbreak of COVID-19 while providing such alternative educational
opportunities and meal services for students; and

WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of Arizona has issued an Executive Order to reopen all
state school districts to in person instruction while respecting recommended safety protocols
regarding COVID-19, including but not limited to the wearing of masks and social distancing;
and

WHEREAS, there has been guidance from the Arizona Department of Education that the
Governor’s Executive Order for reopening schools will not be interpreted to conflict with any
tribal sovereignty; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Board appreciates the necessity of providing online education
opportunities to preserve health and safety for its students and families but also notes that in
person instruction options are necessary to ensure the best potential educational opportunities for
the District’s students in recovering from the educational impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic;
and

WHEREAS, the Governing Board finds as that it is in the best interest of the District, its
community, and its students to work toward the reopening of schools for students that volunteer
for in person instruction in an environment of safety protocols to prevent the spread of COVID
19 while providing students that wish to remain in online instruction such opportunities; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Board finds that it is in the best interest of the District to work with
the Navajo Nation, the Governor’s Office, the Arizona Department of Education, and its
communities where schools are located;

NOW, THEREFORE be it resolved by the Governing Board,

Section 1. The Governing Board requests that the Navajo Nation act to permit in person
instruction of students that volunteer for such in person instruction while allowing students that

P0 Box 587 • Chinle, Arizona 86503 • Phone (928) 674-9603 • Fax (928) 674-9608



wish to remain in online instruction to do so for the remainder of the 2020-2021 school year.
The above is not intended to be in any way contrary to the obligations of the District to find
education space at physical school sites for online education for students to the extent necessary
or required (unless waived by the Arizona Department of Education), while remaining in
satisfaction of all applicable safety protocols and requirements for social distancing.

Section 2. The Governing Board reconfirms its authorization for the Superintendent to work with
tribal, local and state authorities as necessary and required by A.R.S. §15-901.

Section 3. The Governing Board reconfirms its authorization for the Superintendent to cooperate
with the Navajo Nation Tribal Government, Federal, and State authorities to continue to provide
alternative educational opportunities and meal services as required and practicable, and;

Section 4. The Governing Board authorizes the Superintendent to execute any further
documentation to effectuate this resolution, including but not limited to any requisite notices
required by the Arizona Department of Education, the Navajo Nation Tribal Government, or
local/state health authorities.

Passed and adopted this I 4th day of April, 2021.

Chinle Unified School District Governing Board

By:

_________________________________

Its: Governing Board President

Attested by:

Governin

P0 Box 587 • Chinle, Arizona 86503 • Phone (928) 674-9603 • Fax (928) 674-9608



Public Health ServiceDEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Health Services Administration

Chink Comprehensive Health Care Facility
Indian Health Service

- P.O. Box PH
A nI 22 2021 Chinle, Arizona 86503

Dear Chinle Unified School District,

As pediatricians at Chinle Comprehensive Health Care Facility, we are reaching out to support Chinle Unified
School District to return to in person instruction. The COVID-l9 pandemic has been an extreme challenge
for all, and especially for this community. The public health department, schools, hospital and the community
have worked tirelessly to control and reduce the damage of this pandemic. Though closing schools was
initially necessary to protect our children, teachers, school staff and the community, we now have evidence
to support a safe return to in person learning.

We support school policies that foster the health of children, educators, staff and community based on
available evidence. Recent studies show that when there are low levels of SARS-CoV-2 transmission in a
community, schools do not significantly increase transmission when safety guidance for school opening is
followed properly. Young children have lower risk of transmission and if children and adolescents become
infected, they are less likely to have severe disease resulting from SARS-CoV-2 infection when compared to
adults. Although in the past we have experienced that children and adolescents can play a major role in
amplifying influenza outbreaks, this does not appear to be the case with SARS-CoV-2.

The American Academy of Pediatrics “strongly advocates that all policy considerations for school COVID
19 plans should start with a goal of having students physically present in schools”. Schools are fundamental
to child and adolescent development and well-being. In addition to the importance of academic instruction,
schools also provide safety, nutrition, physical activity, therapies for developmental delays, physical and
mental health services. Since the beginning of the pandemic and close of schools there is evidence of
negative impacts on children due to school closures. We have seen an unfortunate increase in child and
adolescent mental health issues, suicidal ideation, worsening obesity, and poor academic achievement.
Virtual education was a temporary and necessary step at the height of the pandemic. Now with minimal
community transmission, high vaccination rates and with the proper precautions in place, schools can and
should plan on restarting in person education. If virtual learning is continued without a prompt plan to re
initiate in person learning, disparities of academic achievement, health, nutrition and safety will likely
worsen.

With appropriate planning and policies, the schools can implement several interventions that can greatly
mitigate the risk of SARS-CoV-2 infections in the schools. For example, face masks, physical distancing,
hand hygiene and sanitizing high touch areas can greatly reduce the risk of transmission. All students older
than 2 years and all staff should wear face masks as well as students, teachers and all staff should maintain
appropri ate social distance from each other. The CDC, AAP, and many other groups have outlined additional
guidance such as cohorting groups to reduce interactions, utilizing outdoor spaces when able, opening
windows, increasing ventilation of indoor spaces and ensuring teachers have access to COVID-19
vaccine. These many interventions can mitigate risk and school administrators should emphasize the
importance of compliance for all interventions set in place.
We strongly recommend that students return to in-person learning without delay. Given the improved
understanding of COVID-19, low transmission in schools and mild illness severity among children, we
support the interventions and actions needed to re-open the schools to in person learning. The total academic,
physical, mental and social health of our patients is a top priority.



Sincerely,

Pediatric Providers at Chinle Comprehensive Health Care Facility

Sayumi De Silva, MD

Nurit Harari, MD

Jillian Mador, MD

Kelly Menachof, MD

Annie Moon, NP

Jill Moses, MD

Stephen Neal, PA

Claire Ojima, MD

Sejal Parekh, MD

Eric Ritchie, MD

Joe Salay, MD

Esther Shin, MD

Ben Simms, MD

Robert Solomon, MD

Evan Taylor, MD

John Tisdale, MD

Carrie Warner, NP

Jessica Weeks, MD

Carolyn Wiersma, MD

E. Quinn Ziatyk, DO
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