NABIMY-47-16

RESOLUTION OF THE
NAABIK’ IYATI’ COMMITTEE OF THE
NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL

23" NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - Second Year, 2016
AN ACTION
RELATING TO HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES AND
NAABIK'IYATI'; CONCURRING WITH DINE BI OLTA SCHOOL BOARD

ASSOCIATION IN OPPOSING U.S. SENATE BILL 2580 ENTITLED
"REAFFIRMING AMERICAN INDIAN STANDARDS OF EDUCATION ACT OF

2016"

WHEREAS :

A. The Health, Education and Human Services Committee
(HEHSC) 1is a standing committee of the Navajo Nation
Council. It has the authority to review and recommend

resolutions regarding certain matters, including health,
education and social services. 2 N.N.C. §§ 164 (a) (9),
400 (A), 401 (B) (s) (a) (2012); see also CO-45-12.

B. The Naabik’iyati’ Committee is a standing committee of
the Navajo Nation Council. It has the authority to
"review and continually monitor the programs and
activities of federal and state departments and to assist
development of such programs designed to serve the Navajo
People and the Navajo Nation through intergovernmental
relationships between the Navajo Nation and such
departments." 2 N.N.C. §701(A) (7).

C. The Navajo Nation has a government -to-government
relationship with the federal government.

D. Senate bill 2580, entitled "Reforming American Indian
Standards of Education Act of 2016," is introduced in the

United States Senate. Its purposes include - "to
establish the Indian Education Agency to streamline the
administration of Indian education." See attached
Exhibit "A."

E. The Diné Bi Olta School Board Association (DBOSBA) an
organization that represents local community school

boards on the Navajo Nation, opposes S.2580. In its
written testimony opposing the bill, the Association
suggests - "Rather than moving forward with S.2580, the
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[Senate Committee on Indian Affairs] should conduct a
thorough review of the Interior's implementation of PL
95-561 and PL 100-297 (25 USC 2000 through 2021) and

provide ... clear suggestions/directives to [Department
of the Interior] concerning implementation of these
laws." See Exhibit "B," DBOSBA written testimony April
6, 2016.

F. P.L. 95-561, Elementary and Secondary Education
Amendments of 1978, created a system of - contract

education positions for Bureau of Indian Education
operated schools and dormitories. P.L. 100-297, Hawkins-
Sanford Elementary and Secondary School Improvements Act
of 1988, was enacted to improve elementary and secondary
education.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The Navajo Nation hereby opposes S.2580 and concurs with
written statement of the Diné Bi Olta School Board
Association regarding this opposition. The written
statement is attached hereto as Exhibit "B."

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly
considered by the Naabik’iyati’ Committee of the 23 Navajo
Nation Council at a duly called meeting in Window Rock, Navajo
Nation (Arizona), at which a quorum was present and that the
same was passed by a vote of 13 in favor, 0 oppose, this 26"

day of May, 2016. e
Y

LoRenzo Bates, Chairperson
Naabik’iyati’ Committee

Motion: Honorable Seth Damon
Second: Honorable Raymond Smith, Jr.
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RCS# 425 5/26/2016
Naa'bik'iyati Committee 05:14:22 PM
Amd# to Amd# Legislation No. 0136-16 PASSED
MOT Damon Concurring with Dine' Bi Olta
SEC Smith School Board Assoc. in Opposing

U.S. Senate Bill 2580

Yea:13 Nay: 0 Not Voting : 11
Yea : 13
Begay, K Damon Jack Tso
BeGaye, N Filfred Slim Tsosie
Bennett Hale Smith Yazzie
Chee
Nay: 0
Not Voting : 11
Bates Crotty Pete Vacant
Begay, NM Daniels Phelps Witherspoon

Brown Perry Shepherd
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