
LOCAU-11-22 

RESOLUTION OF THE 
LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE OF THE 

24th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - Fourth Year, 2022 

AN ACTION 

RELATING TO THE LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE; APPROVING AND RECOMMENDING 
TO THE BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE THE FISCAL YEAR 2023 BUDGET 
FOR THE NAVAJO NATION OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS AND RELATED 
MATTERS, TO BE INCLUDED IN THE NAVAJO NATION'S COMPREHENSIVE BUDGET 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023 

BE IT ENACTED: 

SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY 

A. The Law and Order Committee ("LOC") is a standing committee 
of the Navajo Nation Council with oversight authority over 
the Judicial Branch. 2 N.N.C. §600(A); 2 N.N.C. §601(C) (1). 

B. Each Oversight Committee, including the LOC, shall review and 
make recommendations regarding the programs under its 
oversight responsibility, regarding the Navajo Nation's 
Comprehensive Budget for the upcoming Fiscal Year. 12 N.N.C. 
§840 (A). 

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS 

A. In accordance with 12 N.N.C. §840(A), the LOC held hearings 
and took relevant testimony regarding the FY2023 Budget for 
the Office of Hearings and Appeals. 

B. During these budget meetings, the LOC reviewed and considered 
the proposed FY2023 Budget for the Office of Hearings and 
Appeals, as commented upon by members of the public. 

SECTION THREE. APPROVING AND RECOMMENDING TO THE BUDGET AND 
FINANCE COMMITTEE THE FISCAL YEAR 2023 BUDGET FOR THE OFFICE OF 
HEARINGS AND APPEALS AND RELATED MATTERS 

A. The Law and Order Committee hereby approves the FY2023 Budget 
for the Office of Hearings and Appeals, as detailed in the 
"Fund Type Budget Summary" attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

B. The LOC hereby approves certain revisions to the Branch 
Chiefs' proposed FY2023 Budget amount for the Office of 
Hearings and Appeals, as shown in Columns D and E in the 
"General Fund Comparative Summary" attached hereto as Exhibit 
B. 
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C. The LOC recommends the changes to the General Fund Budget 
described in Exhibit C. 

D. The LOC recommends certain Conditions of Appropriation and 
Legislative Concerns, as listed in Exhibit D. 

E. The LOC recommends that certain Unmet Needs for the Office of 
Hearings and Appeals be included in the FY2023 Comprehensive 
Budget, as explained in Exhibit E. 

F. The LOC hereby recommends that the Budget and Finance 
Committee approve the Office of Hearings and Appeals proposed 
FY2023 Budget and all Committee recommendations, as set forth 
in Exhibits A - E. 

G. As necessary and appropriate, the LOC hereby authorizes the 
LOC Chair and Vice-Chair to negotiate the LOC's 
recommendations herein with the Budget and Finance Committee. 

SECTION FOUR. RECOMMENDING TO THE BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
CARRYOVERS FOR THE NAVAJO NATION OFFICE OF HEARING AND APPEALS 

A. The Law and Order Committee recommends the carryover of 
$224,068.83 or unexpended balance for a new building, # 9052, 
that meets safety standards and handicap standards. The 
current Office of Hearing and Appeals building will be 
condemned. 

B. The Law and Order Cammi ttee recommends the carryover of 
$15,000.00 or unexpended balance for Land Improvements, # 
9014, to be used for demolition of old infrastructure to 
prepare site for a new building. 

C. The Law and Order Committee recommends the carryover of 
$10,000.00 or unexpended balance for parking lot/ sidewalk/ 
handicap ramp, # 9026. 

D. The Law and Order Committee recommends the carryover of 
$7,000.00 or unexpended balance for waterlines, # 9038. 

E. The Law and Order Cammi ttee recommends the carryover of 
$5,000.00 or unexpended balance for powerlines, # 9040. 

F. The Law and Order Committee recommends the carryover of 
$5,000.00 or unexpended balance for water or waste water, # 
9042. 
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SECTION FIVE. SAVING CLAUSE 
If any portion of this Action is determined invalid by the Navajo 
Nation Supreme Court, or by a District Court of the Navajo Nation 
without appeal to the Navajo Nation Supreme Court, the remainder 
of this Act shall be the law of the Navajo Nation. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered 
by the Law and Order Committee of the 24 th Navajo Nation Council 
at a duly called meeting in Window Rock, Navajo Nation (Arizona), 
at which a quorum was present and that the same was passed by a 
vote of 02 in Favor, and 00 Opposed on this 1st day of August 2022. 

Motioned: 
Seconded: 

Honorabl Vince 

Honorable Eugene Tso 
Honorable Eugenia Charles-Newton 
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EXHIBIT 

I F 
THE 
NAVAJO OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPE 

~~~ll,, NATION 

JONATHAN NEZ MYRON LIZER 
President Vice President 

MEMORANDUM TA-022-22 

To: 

From: 

Date: . 

Re: 

Paulson Chaco, OPVP Chief of Staff 
~11>, PresidctdlVicc President 

T~AdmimsmdiM,Assisumt 
Office of Hearings and Appeals 

July 28, 2022 

Request for FY 22 Carry over funding. 

The Office of Hearings and Appeals (OHA) respectfully requests the Office of the 
President/Vice President to approve the request for Carry Over funds from the FY22 OHA 
budget to forward into the FY 23 budget 

As of July 28, 2022 our budget is not being spent in accordance to the needs of 
the program due to reasons we have yet to figure out 

Our biggest concern is at any time we are going to be asked to vacate the premises 
due to building issues that will affect staff who are exposed to the unhealthy situation of the 
building. Should this happen there are no vacant buildings in the area to house OHA and the 
business that we conduct 

We are requesting for approval to Carry Over $266,068.83 to wmk on getting a 
building that will be up to code/standards for business that is conducted within OHA. Funding 
will start with the preparation of property for building site. Funds will also be utilized for the 
power and water source needed for staff and offices. · 

Your assistance in approving Carry Over funding for this project will be in the 
best interest of OHA and those that utilize the office to conduct business. If you have any 
question regarding matter, please contact me at 928-871-783S. 

Xe: AUaduncnt 

OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND~ 
P.O. Box 1300 Window Rock, Arizona 865IS-1300, Phonc:(928) 87J-783S!36. Fax: (928)871-7843 
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THE NAVAJO NATION 
JONATHAN NEZ I PRESIDENT MYRON LIZER I VICE-PRESIDENT 

MEMORANDUM 

TO Joe B. Aguirre, Hearing Officer 
Office of Hearlngs and Appeals 

FROM Jo~4?'~ 
Navajo Nation Dept. of Fite&: Rescue 

DATE 

SUBJECT 

July 28, 2022 

Facility Fire Inspection 

The fire inspection completed on July 28, 2022, violations noted throughout the business 
occupancy of Office of Hearings and Appeals. Below is a list of violations that are to be 
corrected before September 5, 2022. 

1. Exit Doors located at the main entrance and near the restrooms do not swing in the 
direction of egress. 

2. Fire Extinguisher are not mounted correctly in I office. 
3. Fire Extinguishers need to be serviced. All extinguishers have last been checked as of 

2010. 12 years overdue. 
4. Combustibles stored close to heat producing appliances in the south office. 
5. Occupancy load not posted in conspicuous place. 
6. Mixed use occupancy does not comply with Life Safety Code. Assembly of occupants in 

a business type occupancy should have 1 hour fire rated walls, doors, and separation in 
the place of assembly. 

7. With assembly inside the business office, the allowed maximum occupancy load is 20. 
Navajo Dept. of Health's Public Health Order No. 2021-020 paragraph VI.C orange 
status is defined as: 50% of maximum occupancy allowed for most businesses to open; 
this brings the occupancy load to 10. 

The violations are to be corrected by September 5, 2022. If you have any questions, contact me 
at (928) 871-6915. Thank you. 

xc:flle 



Navajo Nation Fire Department 
PO Box 3360 WlndowRQc~, Arizona 86515 

FACILITY FIRE INSPECTION REPORT 
TEL: (928) 871-691S FAX: (928) 871-6917 

Data oflnspec:Uon: .,_ } 1.A,q Zt/) • lift?., Purpose oflnspoctlon: ~ 
Business: _Qffii_~ ~~~ OWnerfManager: ;M~ 
Address: iJ;i; ~f ,;.AA~J'g wJ? ,1z. lhSJS' · Telephone: ---"~'--__.__..-_7.-='8',-=3 ... G-a-

t:J No Flre Code Viclallcn3 ncfl!d at lhls lime. 

~ Cod&Violallcns wen, noted: 

/ ljo' This Inspection ~ Is an official NOTICE OF CORRECTION and on!etel! ID ccmply by: 

vtolatl°'): 

117 s-/~z.l 
1. Eia1s 

_a. E,dtslgns net prope,t,JpostedAND lllum!nated. Vlolallcr.ll.ocatlcn: _______________ _ 

_ b. Eme,sency Bghtlng not cperalblal OR ccrrec:11>/ lighting e{;ress paih. Locallcrr. ____________ _ 

_ c. Exits AND egress palhs not free from obslructlona and are blod<ed or ch81ned. 

_ d. No sign posted ac!Jacent to c!oor. "THIS DOOR TO REMAIN UNLOCKED DURING BUSINESS HOURS"' 
_a. Panic hardware nctcperallonal ANCJOR remqved. \llclallcn/Locallon: ______________ _ 

_ t. Ntmlberaf eidt3 Inadequate for cccupancy. Vlolatlcn: ____ _,.__..----,---,------,.--.,,,,...---

;529. Ex1tc1oorts>@<es>notawlng1ndireellonaregress. L.ccallon: :pr;.;J..§54VY"'. I lo"< hU-:C y,i4h·8f?MJ 
2. Fire Extlngulsherfa> I 

_ a. Numher and typo cf extinguishers not adequate for oc:eupancy. I 
1 1 

• 1
1 ~ b. Fire exllngulshilra not mounted cctrectly end obscuredlobstructed from tdew. Locallon: J~ <rltis (, :::::t7b:t:'&· (\} ~ 

~ Fire extlngulsher(s) apaced to fat apart. l'J )f 
-,Z,d. RreelC!lngulshert11)mtec1tobeservlced. Location: pp{C, "ZDIO / J:tl:: l. ,A;J 2o1 't ~• i 
_ e. Reccrd history of maintenance and Inspections not being performed. 

3. Eleclrlcal 

_ a. Using extension cards In place of permanent wiring. 

_ b. Circuit breakers not labeled ANDJOR outside meter not secured. 
_c. Oull8tawlthout COY8tl)lales. Location: _____________ ._ ________ _ 

_ d. GFClnotlnstalled. Loc:atlon: _________________________ _ 

_ e. Damagedorspllcedwldng.Locatlorr. _______________________ _ 

_ f. Excessive use of power-taps and overloaded outlets. Location: ________________ _ 
_ g. Series (waltage/amperage)overloading. Location: __________________ _ 

_ h. Power c:cn!s extending UUCUgh walls, under dool8 « flcor coverings, ceilings, OR are subjett ID environmental or physlclll damage. 

4. Hcuaelceeplno 
_ a. Vegetation and c:omhustibre dellrls to dose to occupancy, other structures AND/OR LP gas tanks. 

_b. Excessive lrashlrubblsh accumulatlcn Inside occupancy AND Inadequate removal. 

_ c. Excessive dust accumulatlon on lloor& and olhar surfaces. 

_ d. Heed~ (stove, fryenl. grills, etc.) fillers, fusible llnlcs, and ducting with heavy grease and dust accumulatlon, 

_ •· Excessfve use of decorative matarlals affixed and/or hanging an wans and c:eilings. 

5. S1cfllS8 
_a. Combustibles slorod In bcller, furnace, electrlcal and .othermechanla,t ~~D}OR under stairways. 
~b. Ccrnbustibles slored to close ID heatproducfng appliances. Location:_2_!!_..,._.u.-4,1f1::i....,.,?&=------------
_c. Combusllbles stored to dose totheceUJng. Violation: __________________ _ 

_ d. Flammatlle Pqulds I\Ot storad In Dpprowd c:ablnCJto AND/OR Cl>CC8tldll Iha maximum quamlty pGffllltlod to bo otcrod. 

_e. Ccmptessed gila c:y!lnder unsecured, stored Improperly AND elCceeds qUantlty. Violation: _________ _ 

_ r. Material Safety Dale Sheets (MSDS) not readDy available. 
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6. Fire Protedlon System 

_ a. Aro detection aystBms (smoke, heat or llame detectora) ncn-existenl OR ln8dequalo for occupancy. 
__ b. Alann systems non-existent OR non-opeta1ional for accupancy • 

. _c. Smoke clal8clcnlneeded. Lccaticn: ________________________ _ 

__ d. Sprlnkler control valves ncl opened, labeled ANO/OR unseaired. Vlclatlcn: _____________ _ 

__ a. Addltlonal spdnlder heads OR wrench net avaDable. 

_ r. Sprtnlder heads being obstruded by deccra11cns. stcrage or dust/gfease accumulation. 

_ g. F"n detection, suppression (sprlnlder & hoed system) and nolilicalion systems In need of seNlce. 

_ h. FDC and standpipes not secured and/er cbs1nlded from cl9hrls. 
_L Hydtanls on prerrilses c:oveted, cbslruded from view, attdforlnoperebla. Vlolatlon: ___________ _ 

7. COnslrUdlon 
_a. Wella,celllng, Blld/orlloorneed 1'81)8ir. VIDlaUon: _______ ___. ____________ _ 

__ b. Fire doora not kept closed ANO not In YJ01kfng order. Violalicn/locatlon: ______________ _ 
_ c. Perietmtlons tJuough rated walls and floor partitions. Locallon: _________________ _ 

_ d. Ramngs on stairwells not lnstaDed OR In need of repair. 
__ e. Other ________________________________ _ 

8. FlreDeparlmentAccess 

__ a. Fire lane(a) not ldenUllad AND/OR signs posted. 
_b. Access road ls ncladequalaln width. Vlolallon: _____________________ _ 

__ c. Access road has no cul-de-sac OR hammerhead. Violation: ____ ......;. ____________ _ 
__ d. Access road does not have an adequate verticsl dearance. Vlolat!on: _______________ _ 

__ e. Accesa roads, ftre lanes, and occupancy access ls ilnpeded. Vlolatlon: ______________ _ 

9. Mlacellaneoys 

.;!-a. Oc:cupancy load not posted In conspicuous place. 
__ b. Flra escape plans not posted AND pracl!ce not documented or conducted. 

_ c. No first eld cabinets avallable. 

_ d. Employee training en ftre exfngulshets, chemical right to lcnow and f'irst Aid/CPR not being conductad. 

The Navajo Natlon'Flru Department has conducted a fadllty lire safety lnspec:l!on of your property. During this lnspedlcn, c:cndltlons affedlng 

ftre safety throughout the premises were also noted. It Is requested that the Items listed above be given Immediate ettentlan In the Interest of 

!Ire. and ore safllty. 

WARNING: 1bb Inspection or your premises Is not Intended to be a guarantee or representation that you wBI not have a ftre or that your 

property Is ccmplelaly safe from fires. You are cautioned 10 pe13CnaDy llind conllnOally Inspect your property for fire hazards and to seek 

professional repairs or aemces as may be necessary. 

Ir at any Ume quesllcns regarding Ore safety arise, do not hesllate to contact your locel lire department a1(f U) ~11 - tof'f r 
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LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE 
Special Meeting 
August 01, 2022 

Legislation No. 0121-22: An Action Relating to the Law and Order Committee; Approving and 
Recommending to the Budget and Finance Committee the Fiscal Year2023 Budget for the Navajo 
Nation Office of Hearings and Appeals and Related Matters, to be included in the Navajo Nation's 
Comprehensive Budget for Fiscal Year 2023 -Sponsors: Honorable Eugenia Charles-Newton/Co­
Sponsor: Honorable Otto Tso 

VOTE TALLY SHEET: 

Main Motion: 
Motion: Honorable Eugene Tso 
Second: Honorable Eugenia Charles-Newon 
Vote: 2-0-3 

Yea: Honorable Eugenia Charles-Newton/Honorable Eugene Tso 
Nay: 
Not Voting: Honorable Vince James 
Excused: None 
Absent: Honorable. Otto Tso/Honorable Edmund Yazzie 

Amendment No. 1: 
Motion: Honorable. Eugene Tso 
Second: Honorable Eugenia Charles-Newton 
Vote: 2-0-3 

Yea: Honorable Eugenia Charles-Newton/Honorable Eugene Tso 
Nay: 
Not Voting: Honorable Vince James 
Excused: None 
Absent: Honorable Otto Tso/Honorable Edmund Yazzie 

Laureen Spencer,egislative Advisor 
Office of Legislative Services 


