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By a 2004 Executive Order, Joe Shirley, Jr., then President
of the Navajo Nation, appointed the Navajo Department of

Criminal Investigation Captailns (Criminel Investigator
Supervisors) as Coroners; and Criminal Investlgatlion
Lieutenants (Senlior Criminal Investigators) and Criminal

Investigation Sergeants (Criminal Investigators) as Deputy
Coroners c¢f each of the several Police Districts on the
Navajo Nation.

The Navajo Department of Criminal Tnvestigations 1s a
program within the Division of Public Safety, and 1is
contracted through the BIA P.L. 93-638 to concuct
investigations of major crimes such as, but not limited to,
homicides, rapes, and serious assaults.

Regarding determinations on causes of death, the pclicy of
the BIA is that Y“under no circumstances will a BIA Special
Agent or Police Officer make a ruling regarding the cause
of death.” BRTA Death Investlgation Policy # DIV-CR-02-2005
{(issued 2005). This policy applies to all law enforcement
officers performing the same duties and responsibilities as
BIA Special Agents or Police Officers under the Navajo
Nation's P.L. 93-638 contract.

The Navajo Department of Criminal Investigation is
currently experiencing a strain to perform coroner dutiles
and to also conduct major crime Investigations, especilally
under the current manpower shortage.

Death 1nvestigation 1s a health-re ated field that should
be managed by personnel specifically trained in Medicolegal
Death Investigation.

The creation of the Navajo Department of Medical Examiners
supports self-reliance, self-determination, Jjob creation,
and ensures that Navajo 1interests, beliefs, and traditions
will be protected.

SECTION THREE. 1 IND. G ENABLING LE( 5L ION FOR DIVISION OF
JE IC SAFETY

The Navajo Nation hereby amends the enabling legislation for the
Navajo Nation Division of Public Safety, 2 N.N.C. § 1352 et

seq.,

as follows:

TITLE 2. NAVAJO NA TERNMED}
Chapter 5. F =2ac ¢ zanch
Subchapter 15. ivisic I 1blic Safety
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CERTIFICATION

I, hereby, certify that the foregoing resolution was duly
considered by the Navajo Nation Council at a duly called meeting
in Window Rock, Navajo Nation (Arizona), at which a guorum was
present and that the same was passed by a vote of 14 in favor
and 00 opposed, on this 20th day of December 20.8.

LoRenzo C~ Bates, Speaker
23rd ivajo Nation Council

PSS d

Date

Motior: Honorable Amber Kanazbah Crotty
Second: Honorable Nathaniel Brown

Speaker >Renzo C. Bates not voting

ACTION BY THE NAVAJO NATION PRESIDENT:

1. I, hereby, sign into law the
foregoing legislation, pursuant to
2 N_N.C. §1005 c) (10), on this
el gay of Ant ry  2e+8.204

}
%,»v( . P
RQussell Begaye, resider. .
Navajo Nation

2. I, hereby, veto the foregoing
legislation, pursuant to 2 N.N.C.
§1005 (¢ (11), on this day
of 2018 for

reason(s) expressed in the attached
stter to the Speaker

Russell Begaye, President
Navajo Nation
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