RDCMY-50-18

RESOLUTION OF THE
RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
234 Navajo Nation Council --- Fourth Year, 2018

AN ACTION

RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE; APPROVING FIRST

AMENDMENT TO KAYENTA CHAPTER SOLAR SITE LEASE AND RIGHT-OF-WAY
APPROVED BY RDCS-67-15 FOR NAVAJO TRIBAL UTILITY AUTHORITY

BE IT ENACTED:

SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY

A.

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 501(B) (2), The Resources and
Development Committee of the Navajo Nation Council has the
authority to grant final approval for all land withdrawals,
non-mineral leases, permits, licenses, rights-of-way, surface
easements and bonding requirements on Navajo Nation lands and
unrestricted (fee) land. This authority shall include
subleases, modifications, assignments, leasehold
encumbrances, transfers, renewals, and terminations.

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS

A.

In 2015, the Navajo Nation Resources and Development
Committee approved Resolution RDCS-67-15, An Action Relating
to Resources and Development; Approving a Lease Incorporating
a Right-of-Way for Navajo Tribal Utility Authority to
Construct and Operate a Photovoltaic Facility, Including an
Interconnection and Interconnection Facility Upgrade to
Navajo Tribal Utility Authority’s Existing Kayenta Substation
Located in the Kayenta Chapter, Navajo Nation (Kayenta,
Arizona) . Resolution RDCS-67-15 approved a lease for 300
acres, more or less. The term of the lease was twenty-five
(25) vyears. The approved lease became Lease No. TC-16-236.
Resolution RDCS-67-15 with Lease TC-16-236 is attached as
Exhibit B.

The Navajo Tribal Utility Authority seeks approval of the
First Amendment to Kayenta Chapter Solar Site Lease and Right-
of-Way. The amendment would increase the acreage of the lease
from 300 acres, more or less, to 365 acres, more or less;
and, it would increase the term of the lease by 10 years.
The First Amendment to Kayenta Chapter Solar Site Lease and
Right-of-Way is attached as Exhibit A.
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The site with its additional 65 acres, more or less, will be
used for constructing, operating and maintaining a solar
energy project and related interconnection facilities. The
additional 65 acres, more or less, are described in Exhibits

I and J.

The Kayenta Chapter passed resolution No. KY17-338-09 on
September 20, 2017, attached as Exhibit C, supporting the
proposed project.

The Right-of-Way Agent has obtained the necessary consents
from the affected land users (grazing permittees), which are
attached as Exhibit D.

All environmental studies and cultural resources inventories
have been completed. See Exhibits E, F, G, and H.

NTUA finds it necessary to construct, operate and maintain
Phase II of the Kayenta Solar Project, a 27.3 megawatt solar
energy generation facility to address the energy needs of the
Navajo Nation, specifically the Kayenta Chapter and the
surrounding communities to improve the safety, reliability,
redundancy, and increase the energy independence of the
utility thereby ensuring that the NTUA can maintain low energy
costS for the Navajo Nation.

NTUA requests the Navajo Nation waive consideration because
the proposed project is likely to have a positive effect on
commercial and residential customers in the communities and
NTUA’s long range plans of providing the much need electrical
services across the Navajo Nation.

The application to amend RDCS-67-15 was submitted by Navajo
Tribal Utility Authority and has been reviewed by the Fish
and Wildlife; Historic Preservation; Minerals; Navajo Nation
Environmental Protection; Division of Natural Resources and
the Department of Justice and “Approved” or found
“Sufficient”. See Exhibit K.

SECTION THREE. APPROVAL

A.

The Resources and Development Committee of the Navajo Nation
Council hereby approves First Amendment to Kayenta Chapter
Solar Site Lease and Right-of-Way, attached as Exhibit A.
The location is more particularly described on the survey map
attached hereto as Exhibits I and J.
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B. The Resources and Development Committee of the Navajo Nation
Council hereby waives consideration for First Amendment to
Kayenta Chapter Solar Site Lease and Right-of-Way.

C. The Resources and Development Committee of the Navajo Nation
Council hereby authorizes the President of the Navajo Nation
to execute any and all documents necessary to affect the
intent and purpose of this resolution.

CERTIFICATION

I, hereby, certify that the following resolution was duly
considered by the Resources and Development Committee of the 23rd
Navajo Nation Council at a duly called meeting at the Navajo Nation
Council Chambers, Window Rock, Navajo Nation {(Arizona), at which
a quorum was present and that same was passed by a vote of 3 in
favor, 0 opposed, 1 abstained on this 23rd day of May 2018.

oS

Benjamin Bennett, Vice Chairperson
Resources and Development Committee
of the 23rd Navajo Nation Council

Motion: Honorable Davis Filfred
Second: Honorable Jonathan Perry
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