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PROPOSED STANDING COMMITTEE RESOLUTION
24" NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL—FIRST YEAR, 2019
INTRODUCED BY
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Primary Sponsor

TRACKINGNO. 002/1-19

AN ACTION
RELATING TO HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE AND
NAABIK’ IYATI” COMMITTEE; FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSION,
REAFFIRMATION, AND POSSIBLE AMENDMENT OF NABIN-70-18 TITLED “AN
ACTION RELATING TO HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES AND
NAABIK’ TYATI” COMMITTEES; RESPECTFULLY REQUESTING THE UNITED STATES

VETERAN AFFAIRS ADMINISTRATION TO ESTABLISH A VETERANS HOSPITAL

AND CREATE PERSONNEL POSITIONS TO ADDRESS HOUSING AND BENEFITS ON
THE NAVAJO NATION FOR NAVAJO NATION VETERANS”

WHEREAS:
A. The Navajo Nation established the Health, Education and Human Services Committee

(“HEHSC?”) as a Navajo Nation Council standing committee and as such empowered

HEHSC to review and recommend resolutions regarding veterans and/or veteran services.

2 N.N.C. §§ 164 (A)(9), 400 (A), 401 (B)(6)(a) (2012). See also CO-45-12.

B. The Navajo Nation established the Naabik’iyati’ Committee as a Navajo Nation
Council standing committee and as such empowered Naabik’iyati® Committee to
coordinate with all committees, Chapters, branches and entities concerned with all

Navajo appearances and testimony before Congressional committees, and

Health, Education & Human Services Committee

Thence

Naabik’iyati’ Committee









NOW,

NABIN-70-18

Native American veterans have provided invaluable service
and allegiance to the United States of America and bring
great honor to their tribal communities.

Within the last 5 years, reports of excessive, and
sometimes deadly, waiting times for 1 terans seeking
governme¢ - healthcare came to tlght, and President Obama
promised accountability. Scott Bronstein & Tom Cohen,

Obama: Shinseki stays for now, but VA misconduct will be
punished, CNN (May 23, 2014) available at www.cnn.com.

In 2010, tribal leaders and representatives offered
comments on the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) and
Indian Health Service (IHS) 2010 Memorandum of
Understanding and other health related issues. One comment
recorded showed that IHS understocd the native culture,
languages, and background; however, IHS did not understand
the specific needs of Native veterans like the VA, 1i.e.
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and traumatic brain
injury (TBIL) . DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS  AFFAIRS: 2012  TRIBAL
CONSULTATION REPORT 1 (2012) .

There 1is currently nc United States Veteran Affairs office
or services on the ©Navajo Nation. This requires Navajo
veterans to travel off reservation to seek veteran
services. The Navajo Nation has established a Veterans
Administration through appropriations from the Navajo
Nation General Fund; however, assistance through the Navajo
Veterans Administration is limited to housing and financial
assistance.

It is in the best interest of the Navajo Nation to reguest
the United States Department of Veterans Affairs to
establish a veteran’s hospital and create personnel
positions to address housing and other benefits on the
Navajo Nation to meet the needs of the Navajo veterans.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

The Navajoc Naticon respectfully requests the United States
Department of Veterans Affairs to establish a veteran’s
hospital and create personne positions to address housing
and other benefits on the Navajo Nation to meet the needs
of the Navajo veterans.

1e Navajo Nation hereby authorizes the Navajo Nation
President, the Navajo Nation Speaker, Navajo Washington
Office and their designees to advocate for this request.
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NABIN-70-18

CERTIFICATION

I, hereby, <certify that the foregoing resolution was duly
considered by the Naabik’iyati’ Committee of the 23rd Navajo Nation
Council at a duly called meeting in Window Rock, Navajo Nation
(Arizona), at which a gquorum was p-esent and that the same was
passed by a vote of 10 in Favor, ani 00 Opposed, on this 09t day

of November 2018.

/’———_—‘\‘ = ' -

— i Wy
LoRenzo C. Bates, Chairman
Naabik’iyati’ Committee

Motioned: Honorable Tuchoney Slim, Jr.
Second Honorable Kee Allen Begay, Jr.

Chairman LoRenzo C. Bates not voting

Pursuant to § 700 (D), A quorum of the committee shall be satisfied
by the presence of two (2) members of each Standing Committee or
a majority of delegates of the Navajo Nation Council.
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1%t Report

THE NAVAJO NATION
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY
LEGISLATION NO.: 0021-19

SPONSOR: Honorable Kee Allen Begay, Jr.

TITLE: An Action relating to Health, Education and Human Services Committee, and
Naabik'ivati' Committee; For the purpose of Discussion, Reaffirmation, and Possible
Amendment of NABIN-70-18 Titled '"An Action Relating to Health, Education and Human
Services and Naabik'ivati' committees; respectfully requesting the United States Veteran
Affairs Administration to Establish a Veterans Hospital and Create Personnel Positions to
Address Housing and Benefits on the Navajo Nation for Navajo Nation Veterans'

Posted: February 6,2019 at 4:40 PM

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: February 11, 2019

Digital Comments received:

Comments Supporting None

Comments Opposing None

Inconclusive Comments None
Legislative SecFetary

Office of Legislative Services

20219 1932 cem

Date/Time
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2" Report

THE NAVAJO NATION
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY

LEGISLATION NO.: 0021-19

SPONSOR: Honorable Kee Allen Begay, Jr.

TITLE: An Action relating to Health, Education and Human Services Committee, and

Naabik'ivati' Committee; For the purpose of Discussion, Reaffirmation, and Possible

Amendment of NABIN-70-18 Titled '"An Action Relating to Health, Education and Human

Services and Naabik'ivati' committees; respectfully requesting the United States Veteran

Affairs Administration to Establish a Veterans Hospital and Create Personnel Positions to

Address Housing and Benefits on the Navajo Nation for Navajo Nation Veterans"

Posted: February 6,2019 at 4:40 PM

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: February 11,2019

Digital Comments received:

Comments Supporting

None

Comments Opposing

None

Inconclusive Comments

pigeorge@citlink.net

Requests President Nez to put together a disciplinary
knowledgeable group, to explore a feasible way to get
the Navajo Nation VA.

,QW¢/1W

—

Legislative Scc"réta(rjy
Office of Legislative Services

2/as/? 10V Ewm

Date/Time
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2/25/2019 0019-19 and 0021-19 - comments

0019-19 and 0021-19

pjgeorge@citlink.net

Mon 2/25/2019 9:30 AM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Y&'at'ééh!Legislation No. 0019-19 and 0021-19 are identical in nature, asking VA to provide direct veterans service on Navajo
Nation. This is like a dog trying to get a porcupine off a tree. VA has MOU with Indian Health Service for veteran health care
service. There are several VA community base health clinic in border towns, such as Farmington and Gallup. VA also have contract
veterans counseling service in each state, i.e. Farmington has Veterans Counseling Service. The porcupine is not coming down to
the dog. Tree is home to porcupine. For these reasons, | recommend Health, Education and Human Service Committee to request
the President Nez to put together a study group, consists of multiply disciplinary knowledgeable people to explore the feasible
way to get Navajo Nation designate Veterans Service Agency. Goals: 1st. Navajo Nation to request VA to designate NN as
Veterans Service Agency. Similar to states are designated Veterans Service Agency. The VA Regional Office operate hospital,
financial services, cemetery, nursing home and etc. in the designated veterans service agency area. The U.S. This may require
Congressional action. 2nd Navajo Nation need to have update statistical data of the veterans population. 3rd Nation need to
have NVA strategy plan develop and implement it (daily use). 4th Staff NVA with qualified Veterans. This mean to update the
Navajo Veteran Preference Policy. | thank you for your service and advocacy for the veterans and families.  Paul J.
GeorgeCommanderTse' Daa Kaan CVONorthern Agency
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