




1 oversight of fund management plans. 2 N.N.C. §§ 164 (A)(2); 300(A), 300(C)(1) and. 

2 301(B)(13). 

3 E. The Navajo Nation Council established the Naabik'iyati' Committee as a Navajo 

4 Nation standing committee and as such proposed legislation that requires final action 

5 by the Navajo Nation Council shall be assigned to the Naabik'iyati' Committee. 2 

6 N.N.C. §§ 164 (A)(9), 700 (A) (2015); C0-45-12. 

7 F. The Navajo Nation Council must review and approve enactments or amendments of 

8 positive law. 2 N.N.C. § 164 (A) (2015); C0-45-12. 

9 

10 SECTION TWO. FINDINGS 

11 A. The Navajo Nation consists of different types of land and properties within the States 

12 of Arizona, Utah and New Mexico. 

13 B. The population within the Navajo Nation has increased and continues to grow making 

14 it necessary to update the acquisition of land to accommodate the population growth. 

15 C. Acquisition of lands is necessary for the economic development of the Navajo 

16 Nation. 

17 D. Acquisition of lands is necessary to protect the sovereignty and the cultural integrity 

18 ofthe Navajo Nation. 

19 E. In 1954, the Policy of the Navajo Tribe on Acquisition of Lands was enacted for the 

20 major purpose of acquiring new lands. 

21 F. The acquisition or disposal of lands or real property reqmres transactions or 

22 exchanges of funds. It is important that not one person or department have the sole 

23 and full authority to consummate such transactions. 

24 G. It is important to have more than one official involved in the acquisition of land in 

25 addition to committee oversight to prevent questionable transactions. 

26 H. The laws to be enacted herein is to establish a Navajo Nation Land Acquisition 

27 Commission and that it work with the Office of the President, Navajo Nation Council, 

28 Resources Development Committee, and other offices to provide for the expeditious 

29 final approval for any acquisition of real property for the Navajo Nation or 

30 disposition of Navajo Nation real property. 
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I. It is within the Navajo Nation's best interest to amend Title 16 Land and enact the 

2 Navajo Nation Land Acquisition Act of2016. 

3 

4 SECTION THREE. REPEALING TITLE 16: CHAPTER 1, CHAPTER 3, CHAPTER 

5 5 AND CHAPTER 6 

6 The Navajo Nation repeals the Navajo Nation Code, Title 16 Chapter 1, Chapter 3, Chapter 

7 5 and Chapter 6: 

8 

9 

10 NAVAJO NATION CODE ANNOTATED 

11 TITLE 16. LAND 

12 CHAPTER 1. NAV}...JO Ni-.. TION POLICY ON ACQUISITION OF LIL~D8 

13 

14 § 1. MajaF puFpases 

15 A. The Navajo Natioa's major purposes ia aequiriag ae-.v lands/properties shall be to: 

16 1. Coasolidate l-B:diaa holdiags ia "eheekerboard" areas ·;vherever the best iaterests of the 

17 Navajos residiag ia the area aad the '.Velfare of the Navajo Natioa are served thereby; [moved 

18 above] 

19 2. Provide graziag laads for members of the Na>1ajo ·Natioa who do aot ha>le graziag permits; 

20 3. Pro'lide additioaal or sebstit\:lte laads for members of the Na>1ajo Natioa vffl:o reside in 

21 overerowded areas ofthe Ri:iservatioa; 

22 4. Relieve Reservatioa laad resoerees from exeessive ese. 

23 § 2. Methods af aequisitiau 

24 The Na>1ajo Natioa may aequire aew laads by e:X:ehaage, gift, or pl:lFehase. 

25 § 3. Laud aequisitiau pFagFam; eade af use; pFiaFities 

26 The Resoerees Committee of the Navajo Natioa Coeaeil is a\:ltftorized aad direeted to: (1) 

27 Pormelate a laad aeqeisitioa program; (2) Develop a eode of ese for laad aeqeired; aad (3) 

28 Establish areas to be givea priority attefltioa. 

29 § 4. Management af agFieultuFal and Fange lauds 

30 
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It is the poliey of the }~avajo Natioa to manage agrieultural a-ad ra-age la-ads ia aeeoroaaee 

2 vlith priaeiples of souad and praetieal use, developiag sueh lands to their maximum aad 

3 preventiag praetiees vffl.ieh damage or deteriorate them. 

4 § 5. UnFestFieted lauds; taxes and fees 

5 E:xeept as the Uaited States may otherwise determiae, the Na-vajo Natioa shall, ia aequifiag 

6 ufl:festrieted laads, assume respoasibility for the· paymeat of taxes la-vtfully imposed, a-ad of all 

7 established fees for the use offedefally Of state ovlfted la-ads. 

8 § 6. Seope of laud aequisitiou 

9 La-ad aequisitioa iaeludes agrieultural a-ad r~ge laHds a-ad la-ad for busiaess of iadustrial 

10 purposes. 

11 § 7. Laud aequisitiou pFoposals; plans foF use 

12 The Resourees Committee of the Navajo Natioa Couaeil is authorized aad difeeted to 

13 eoasider a-ad ia·testigate la-ad aequisitioa proposals a-ad to report fiadiags aad 

14 reeommeadatioas to the Na-vajo Natioa Couaeil. Proposals for laad aequisitioa shall aot be 

15 eoasidered by the Na-vajo }(atioa Couaeil ualess the la-ads a-ad the possible uses thereof 

16 eoaform to this laad aequisitioa poliey. Pollmviag aequisitioa thereof, a speeifie pla-a shall be 

17 prepared shovtiag ia detail the proposed use aad operatioa of said laad, vffiieh plaa shall 

18 eoaform to the la-ad use eode a-ad shall be strietly eomplied vtith. }l"o deviatioa therefrom 

19 shall be permitted •.vithout the eoaseat of the Navajo }(atioa Couaeil based upoa the 

20 reeommeadatioa of the Resourees Committee. 

21 § 8. Cost of puFehased lauds 

22 Purehased la-ads shall be aequired •.vithia a total eost ealeulated to yield to the Na•tajo 

23 aatioa suffieient iaeome from sueh la-ad to pay ta:xes, la-ad use fees, eost of admiaistratioa, 

24 a-ad to amortize the Na•tajo Natioa iavestment over a period aot to e:xeeed 50 years. Provided, 

25 ho'tve•ter, that the eost ofrange laads purehased by the }~a-vajo Natioa ia New M6*ieo may be 

26 amortized for a period aot to e:xeeed 99 years. 

27 § 9. AppFaisal of laud 

28 All aequisitioa of laad shall be based oa a eompreheasive appraisal thereof, to be seeured by 

29 the }(avajo }(atioa aad approved by the Navajo Natioa Couaeil aad authorized offieials of the 

30 Bureau of Iadiaa AJfairs. No Navajo Natioa moaies shall be e:xpeaded for the purehase ia 
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1 exeess of the appraisal vah:1e plus an a-mouat equal to ten pereent (10%) in ~(eess of sueh 

2 appraised value unless fully justified. Purehases must eonform to the limitations established in 

3 16 N.N.C. § 8, as indieated ay the approved appraisal report. 

4 § 10. Pt'oeetlut'e fot' aequisitioB of IaHti 

5 A. The proeedure for aequisition of land shall ae as follov!'s: 

6 1. Suffieieat indieation to Navajo Nation represeatatives that a property ov1ner ·would 

7 eonsider sale of his or her property to the Na-vajo Nation, an instrumeffi: graating 

8 Navajo Nation represeffi:atives aeeess to the property for the purpose of eondueting 

9 prelimina-ry investigations of the property will ae seeured. 

10 2. ·when a preliminary investigation diselosing that the property is desirable when 

11 adjudged ay the staHdards stated in the 'Navajo Nation land aequisition program, an 

12 appraisal report will ae seeured. After review ay the Resourees Committee, the 

13 appraisal report will ae suamitted to designated Burea-u of Indian Affairs offieial for 

14 apprO'Ial. 

15 3. After approval of the appraisal report ay the Burea-u of Indian Affairs, a-uthorized 

16 Navajo Nation representatives may enter into negotiations with the property o·.vfl:er. 

17 Negotiations will ae governed ay the estimates in the approved appraisal report, and the 

18 prineiples ofthe Nw1ajo Nation Land Purehase Program. 

19 4. If negotiations are ea-rried on longer than six moaths, the appraisal report will ae 

20 supplemeated to aring value estimates in line \.Yith eurrent market eonditions. 

21 

22 NAVAJO NATION CODE 

23 TITLE 16. LAND 

24 CIY,.PTER 3. Li·,.ND i·,.CQUISITION TRUST FUND 

25 § 201. Establishme&t 

26 There is heresy established, the }tavajo Nation Land Aequisition Trust Fund (hereinafter 

27 referred to as the "Fund"). Eaeh year, and during the appropriation of the }tavajo Nation 

28 Operation Budget, the Navajo 1-l"ation Couneil shall audget a sum equal to at least two pereeat 

29 (2%) of any and all projeeted revenues of the Nw1ajo 1-l"ation, ineluding, aut not limited to 

30 roY1enues reeei·1ed from taxed, oil and gas mining and minerals, timaer, land reatals, interest 
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1 and divideHds, gaiH Oft sale of seeurities aHd other reveHue produeiHg aetivities for traHsfer to 

2 the FuHd. SupplemeHtal appropriatioHs may be added to the FUHd at aft)' time. AHy moHey 

3 deposited iHto the FWld, plus aeerued iHterest, shall be used oHly as provided hereiHafter. 

4 § 292. ln¥estmeut ef the Fund 

5 A. All moHies deposited iH the FuHd shall be iw;ested to purehase laHd for the Navajo 

6 NatioH iH aeeordaHee with the LaHd AequisitioH Polieies aHd Proeedures adopted by the 

7 Resourees Committee of the Navajo NatioH CouHeil. 

8 B. Pursuaftt to 16 }LN.C. § 1, the major purposes ofaequiriHg He'tv laHds are: 

9 1. To eoHsolidate IndiaH holdiHgs iH the "eheekerboard" area vkere:ver the best iHterests of 

10 the Navajos residiHg iH the area aHd the ·.velfare ofthe }tavajo }tatioH are served thereby; 

11 2. To pro:vide graziHg laHds for members of the }tavajo NatioH vko do Hot have graziHg 

12 permits; 

13 3. To provide additioHal or substitute laHds for members of the Navajo NatioH •Nho reside iH 

14 overerowded areas ofthe ReservatioH; 

15 4. To relieve ReservatioH land resourees from m£eessive use; RHd 

16 5. To provide lRHd HeeesSIH')' for approved }l"avajo NatioH eHterprises. 

17 C. Pmsuaftt to 16 N.N.C. § 6, laHd aequisitioH ma-y iHelude agrieukural aHd rRHge laHds aHd 

18 lRHd for busiHess or iHdustrial purposes. 

19 D. The admiHistrative maHagemeHt of the FuHd shall be eHtrusted with the Navajo LRHd 

20 Departmeftt. PursuaHt to CN 72 92, the Rilsourees Committee of the }tavajo NatioH CouHeil 

21 serves as the Legislative Oversight Committee over the Navajo Land Departmeftt aHd has 

22 (eertain authority and funetioH in the land aequisition proeess). All iHvestmeftt o!Jjeetives shall 

23 be approved iH aeeordaHee •.vith 16 UN.C. § 1, et seq., aHd other applieable Navajo Nation 

24 laws-: 

25 

26 § 29J. I>efiuitieu ef pFineipal and iueeme 

27 The followiHg defiHitioHs shall apply: 

28 A "Fund Prineipal" shall eoHsist of the initial appropriation plus two pereeftt (2%) annual 

29 eontributioH from any aHd all projeeted reveooes of the Navajo }l"ation, ineluding, but not 

30 limited to reveooes reeeived from taxes, oil aHd gas mining aHd minerals, timber, lRHd reHtals, 
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1 inte£est and diYidends, gain on sale of seel:H'ities and othe£ £evenue pmdueing aetivities fo£ 

2 transfe£ to the Flifl:d. The Fund pFineipal shall inelude the supplemental appmp£iations that may 

3 be added to the Fund at any time. 

4 B. "Fund meome" shall eonsist of all earnings, ineluding inte£est, dividends, ete., gene£ated by 

5 the pFineipal of the Fund. 

6 

7 § 204. ExpeodituFe ef Fuod pFioeipal 

8 Fund pFineipal shall not be e~£pended exeept pu£suaflt to a two thi£ds (2/3) vote of the full 

9 membe£ship ofthe NaYajo "Nation Couneil. 

10 

11 § lOS. ExpeodituFe ef Fuod ioeeme 

12 Ninety pereent (90%) of the Fund ineome shall be used fo£ land aequisition(s). Ten 

13 pe£eent ( 1 0%) of the Flifl:d ineome shall be £eiw;ested in the Fund to eo'!'ef the Fate of inflation. 

14 

15 § 206. l .. uuual audited FepeFt 

16 The Flifl:d shall be audited atlffilally by the }tavajo Nation Audito£ Gene£al. The audit 

17 Feport shall be made w;ailable to the R-esol:H'ees Committee, the Budget and Finanee 

18 Committee, the Offiee of the Speake£, and the P£esident and Viee P£esident of the }ta:vajo 

19 Nation and membe£s ofthe Na>lajo Nation Col:meil. 

20 

21 § 207. Expeoses 

22 Expenses to hi£e lieensed land appFaise£ may be paid from the fund ineome until the 

23 Navajo Land Department has employed a full time lieensed appFaise£. 

24 

25 § 208. ,'\meodmeots 

26 Seetions 201, 202, 203, 205, 206, and 207 may be amended by the }ta>lajo Nation 

27 Couneil upon the £eeommendation of the R-esol:H'ees Committee of the }ta>lajo Nation Couneil 

28 and the Navajo Land Department; § 204 shall be amended only by two thi£ds (2/3) vote of the 

29 full membe£ship of the Na>;ajo Nation Couneil. 

30 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

NAVAJO NATION CODE 

TITLE 16. LAND 

CHAPTER 5. ACQUISITION OF LA .... ~S 

SUBCHAPTER 1. ACQUISITION OF PUBLIC Li\...~S 

6 § 401. Purehases under Isolated Traet La-w 

7 The Resourees Committee and }(a--;ajo Nation Couaeil are iastrueted to iaelude the 

8 purehase of publie laud under the Isolated Traet La;v (43 U.S.C. § 1171) or other applieable 

9 law in the Na--;ajo Laud Aequisition Program, and the President of the Navajo Nation, in 

1 0 aeeordauee vl'ith sueh proeedures as the Committee may approve, is authoriz:ed to submit 

11 applieatioas, present bids, and assert prefereaee rights, on behalf of the Na--f'ajo Nation, to 

12 purehase any traet ofpublie laud pursuant to applieable lavl. 

13 

14 § 402. Applieations, bids and preferenee rights under Isolated Traet Law 

15 A. The President of the Na--;ajo Nation, upon and with approval of the Resourees Committee 

16 is authoriz:ed to submit applieations and bids and assert prefereaee rights on all lauds available 

17 for purehase ooder the applieable publie lav; as, in his or her diseretioa, ·would be desirable for 

18 the Navajo Nation to aequire in the "eheekerboard" area of New Me~deo and in the States of 

19 AFiz:ona and Utah. 

20 B. The President is further authoriz:ed to take any aetioa aeeessary for the eompletioa of 

21 these aequisitioas iaeludiag, but not limited to, perfeetiag appeals from ad-verse deeisioas of the 

22 Bureau of Laud Management. 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

NAVAJO NATION CODE 

TITLE 16. LAND 

CHAPTER 5. ACQUISITION OF LANDS 

SUBCHAPTER 3. GIFTS OF Lt,....l\IDS 

29 § 451. Gifts of laBEls withiB ReseFVatioB 

30 
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1 A. The Presideat of the Navajo Natioa is al:lthoriz;ed to aeeept, oa behalf of the Navajo 

2 ·Natioa, gifts of uaimproved lands Vlithia the exterior bouadaries of the 1-ta-vajo ladiaa 

3 Reservatioa, and of other lands vlithia the exterior bouadaries eoataiaiag imprO';emeBts aot ia 

4 exeess ofthe value ofoae thousand dollars ($1,000). 

5 B. The PresideBt of the ·Navajo Natioa with the eoaseftt of the Goveffiffieat 8erviees 

6 Committee is al:lthoriz;ed to aeeept gifts of laads withia the exterior bouadaries of the ·Navajo 

7 lfldiaa Ri:lservatioa eoBtaiaiag improvemeats ia exeess of the value of oae thousand dollars 

8 ($1,000). 

9 

10 § 4Sl. Gifts of lands outside ReseF¥ation 

11 A. The PresideBt of the Navajo Natioa with the eoaseftt of the Go•;emmeftt 8erviees 

12 Committee is authoriz;ed to aeeept gifts of lands aot exeeediag the value of tea thousaad dollars 

13 ($10,000), iaeludiag the value of improvemeftts thereoa, outside the eJ<terior bouadaries ofthe 

14 Navajo Indian Reservatioa. 

15 B. Gifts of laads outside the exterior bouadaries of the Navajo Indian Resep;atioa of a value 

16 exeeediag tea thousand dollars ($10,000), iaeludiag the value of impwvemeftts thereoa, shall 

17 be aeeepted by the Presideftt of the Navajo Natioa oaly pursuaftt to speeial al:lthoriz;atioa of the 

18 }lavajo ·Natioa Couaeil. 

19 

20 § 4S3. Lands defined 

21 The tefft'l "lands", as used ia 16 1-LN.C. §§ 451 and 452 shall mean land or aay pareel 

22 thereof, or any iaterest ia land or ia any pareel thereof, iaeludiag leasehold iaterests. 

23 

24 § 4S4. Funds faF taxes, Fents oF otheF ehaFges 

25 Before the PresideBt shall aeeept any gifts oflaads oa behalfofthe }lavajo Natioa he or she 

26 shall aseertaia what taxes, refits, or other eharges will beeome due thereoa duriag the remaiader 

27 of the fiseal year ia whieh sueh gift is to be aeeepted, and shall aot aeeept aft)' sueh gift ualess 

28 suffieieBt fuads are provided ia the 1-lavajo Natioa budget eurreatly ia foree to pay sueh eharges 

29 duriag sueh fiseal year. 

30 
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NAVAJO NATION CODE 

2 TITLE 16. LAND 

3 CHAPTER 6. Ni .. Vl· ... JO LAND CONSOLIDi ... TION PL:!..N 

4 

5 § SOl. PuFpase af PhtB 

6 The pl:lfJJOSe of the Navajo Land Coasolidatioa Plan is to provide additioaal aHthority to 

7 eoasolidate and aHgmeat the Navajo laad base, ia aeeordaaee v1ith the pmvisioas of the Indian 

8 Land Coasolidatioa Aet, 25 U.S.C. §§ 2201, et seq. (ILCA). The In.dian Fiaanee Aet (April12, 

9 1974; P.L. 93 262, Title 1); 88 Stat. 78 (eodified at 25 U.S.C. § 1466 [1983], 25 U.S.C. 463(a)); 

10 25 U.S.C. 465, the Federal Property aad Admiaistratioa Serviees Aet of 1949, as ameaded 

11 (eodified at 40 U.S.C. § 483(a) [Supp. 1987]), aad § 5 of the Navajo and Hopi lHdian 

12 R~habilitatioa Aet of 1950, as ameaded (eodified at 25 U.S.C. § 635) provide furtller aHthority 

13 for takiag land aad improvemeffis iato trust for the ·Navajo Natioa 1:1ader this Plan. Aeq1:1isitioas 

14 of land l:lHder this Plan shall eoaform to the polieies, priorities, and proeed1:1res of Chapter 1, 

15 Title 16 of the Navajo Natioa Code, l:lHless otherwise expressly stated ia this Plaa or aay 

16 ameadmeat thereto approved by the }j"a_;r;ajo Natioa Col:lHeil or a dl:lly aHthorized eommittee. 

17 Lands ~o aeq1:1ired will be admiaistered for eeoaomie, iad1:1strial, resideR-tial, reereatioa, aad 

18 other pl:lFfloses as set forth by the }l"avajo }l"atioa Co1:1aeil aad its d1:1ly al:lthorized eommittees. 

19 

20 § SOl. Laod eaosalidatiao &Fe& 

21 A. The land aeq1:1isitioa and eoasolidatioa area iael1:1des all lands, iael1:1diag federally 

22 admiaistered and p1:1blie domaia lands, withia: 

23 1. The boundaries ofthe Navajo R~servatioa; 

24 2. Navajo "In.dian Co1:1atry" as defiaed by 18 U.S.C. § 1151; 

25 3. The aborigiaal land area of the }ta_;r;ajo Tribe of In.dians, as established by the In.dian 

26 Claims Commissioa; 

27 4. The Col:laties of MeKinley, San J1:1an, Saadoval, Cibola, Bernalillo, Soeorro, and Valeaeia 

28 iH the State of}(e;v Mexieo; and 

29 5. Slieh other lands as desigaated oa the map attaehed as Figure "A:'' to }l"avajo Natioa 

30 Co1:1aeil Resoll:ltioa C:MY 23 88. 
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1 B. Aey laad eoasolidatioa plaas approved previously by the Bureau of Iadiaa Affairs for the 

2 satellite Reservatioas of Alamo, Caaoaeito, aad Ramah shall be deemed to be iaeorporated 

3 hereia, aad may be ameaded by the }~a-vajo Natioa Couaeil or its duly authoriz:ed eommittees. 

4 

5 § 50J. OpePatianal paliey and pt'aeedut'e 

6 A. Traets a-Jld properties \Yithin the laad eoasolidatioa area will be eoatiaually moaitored to 

7 ideatify available aequisitioas. Close eoataet will be maiataiaed with the Bureau of lndiaa 

8 Affairs, l>ta-vajo Area Braaeh of Realty persoaael for ideatifieatioa of iadividual allotted aad 

9 restrieted heirship laads or miaerals or water rights, v1ith the }~avajo }Jatioa's prefereatial rights 

10 beiag exereised duriag the sale proeess. 

11 B. Speeifie proposals for aequisitioa aad eoasolidatioa will be developed by the Resourees 

12 Committee of the Navajo Natioa Couaeil, with the assistaaee of the Navajo Divisioa of Natural 

13 R"sourees aad the Departmeat ofJustiee of the Navajo }Jatioa. The Resourees Committee will 

14 reeommead to the Navajo Natioa Couaeil resolutioas for fiaal aetioa, aad to authoriz:e the 

15 Bureau of Iadiaa Affairs to aeeomplish aey federal aetioas aeeded to effeet sueh traasaetioa. 

16 C. Aa iaterest beariag trust aeeouat shall be established by the Seeretary of the Interior or 

17 his or her delegate pursuaat to 25 U.S.C. § 2203(a)(4). All proeeeds deriYed from traasaetioas 

18 of tribal laad eoasolidatioas shall be deposited iato this aeeouat aad utiliz:ed oaly for the 

19 purposes of laad eoasolidatioa. 

20 D. Aa appraisal ofvalue will be developed ia aeeordaaee with the established staadards of the 

21 appraisal professioa by the }~avajo Laad Departmeat aad utiliz:ed as a guide ia all aequisitioas, 

22 disposals, e~£ehaages, aad other proposals for laad eoasolidatioa. The Navajo Natioa Code aad 

23 all applieable proYisioas of the Code of Federal Regulatioas (25 C.F.R. Part 151 Laad 

24 Aequisitioas) shall be follov,zed. 

25 

26 § 504. Pat'ehase, sale at' euhange af intet'ests 

27 The Navajo Natioa Couaeil upoa reeoftl:ffl:eadatioa of the Resourees Committee, may sell, 

28 exehaage, purehase, or aequire aR-y Navajo trust or restrieted or unrestrieted laads, or iaterests 

29 ia sueh la-Jlds for the purpose of elimiaatiag uadivided fraetioaal iaterests ia }~avajo Natioa 

30 
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trust or restricted laftds, or eoflsolidatiofl of Navajo }>Jatiofl laftd holdiflgs. Afly such purchase, 

2 sale, or ex:ehaflge shall eoflfofftl to the follo•uiflg eoflditiofls: 

3 A. The sale price paid or ex:ehaftge value received by the }>Javajo Natiofl for laftd or 

4 iftterests ifl lafld covered by this 8eetiofl shall deviate by flO more thaft teR pereefl:t (10%) of the 

5 fair market value; 

6 B. If the Navajo Natiofl lafld iflvolved ifl aft ex:ehange is of greater or lesser vah:1e thafl the 

7 laftd for vihieh it is bemg e~{cftaflged, the Navajo Natiofl may accept the laftd ex:chaftge or give 

8 or receive cash ifl sHch ex:ehaftge to equalize the values of the property ex:ehaftged; 

9 C. Proceeds from the sale of laftd or iNterests ifl laftd or proceeds recei·;ed by the Navajo 

10 Natiofl to equalize aft ex:chaflge made pursHaftt to this 8ectiofl shall be deposited iRto the 

11 accoHHt established pursuaflt to § 503(C) abo•;e, aftd additioflal moflies may be deposited in 

12 said accoHRt as al:lthorized by the }>Javaj o Natiofl Coufleil; 

13 D. The Navajo }Jatiofl may reserve the mifleral aftd v;ater rights to such sold or ex:ehanged 

14 laftd;afld 

15 E. The }Javajo Natiofl may purchase less thafl the vihole estate. 

16 

17 § SOS. PuFehase of Hfldivided fFaetioflal iuteFests 

18 A. The Navajo Natiofl may pHrehase at flO less thaft the fair market valHe all of the sHFfaee 

19 iNterests of aft)' tract of trust or restricted laftd •.vithifl the lafld eoflsolidatiofl area described ifl § 

20 502 above vt'ith the eoflseRt of the majority of the O'vVflers of such tract or allotmeflt as required 

21 by 25 U.S.C. § 2204, Hflder the follmvmg coflditiofls: 

22 1. Any Navajo persofl owfliflg aft Hfldivided iRterest, aftd ifl aerual use aftd possessiofl of 

23 such tract for at least three eoflsecHtive years preeediflg the Natiofl's offer may pHFchase such 

24 tract by matching the Navajo "Natiofl's offer; 

25 2. If at aey time v;ithifl five years followiflg the date of aequisitiofl of sHeh land by aft 

' 26 ifldividual Hflder § 505(A)(l), such property is offered for sale or a petitiofl is filed vrith the 

27 BHreaH of lHdian Affairs for removal of the property from trHst or restricted starns, the Navajo 

28 }Jatiofl shall ha·;e 90 days from the date it is flotified of sHeh offer or petitiofl to acquire sHeh 

29 property by payiflg to the ovmer the fair market valHe. 

30 
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1 B. The Na";ajo Nation may purehase at no less than fair market value part of all of the 

2 interests in any traet of trust or restrieted land from 'Hilling sellers and shall aeqttire pursuant to 

3 the Indian Land Consolidation Aet any de minimis undivided fraetionated interests in 

4 allotments subjeet to the eseheat provision of the Indian Land Consolidation Aet (25 U.S.C. § 

5 ~ 

6 C. All sales v.tfl.ieh eomply with federal law shall be approved by the BureB:I:l of Indian 

7 Affairs. A:ppeals of BureB:I:l of Indian Affairs aetions shall be pursuant to Ti-tle 25 Code of 

8 Federal Ri:lgulations, Part 2. 

9 

10 § 50G. Publie purpose; U.S. aeeeptanee of trust allotments 

11 A. It is hereby deelared that the aequisition by the Na";ajo Nation of trust allotments or of 

12 interests in trust allotments within the land eonsolidation area deseribed in § 502 above is 

13 reqttired in the publie interest and eonsti-tutes a publie purpose under Navajo law and under this 

14 Aet: 

15 B. Upon the approval of the President of the Na";ajo Nation or his or her duly authori>'ied 

16 delegate and notwi-thstanding any provision of Navajo law to the eontrary, the United States is 

17 B:l:ltkorized 81ld direeted to aeeept deeds of trust allotments or interest in trust allotments from 

18 any allottee or heir who ov;ns any interest in sueh allotment and who has deeded sueh allotment 

19 or interest in sueh allotment or portion thereof to the Uni-ted States in trust for the Navajo 

20 Nation. 

21 C. }J"o tretes shall be paid by the Navajo Nation on any lands to this Seetion, and the 

22 requirements of§§ 5 and 7 10 (inelusi';e) of Title Hi ofthe Navajo Nation Code. 

23 

24 § 507. ls:dministrative rules and regulations 

25 The Direetor of the }J"avajo Land Department may, subjeet to the approval by the Resourees 

26 Committee of the Na";ajo Nation Couneil, promulgate regulations governing the 

27 implementation of the provisions ofthis }tll'/ajo Land Consolidation Plan. 

28 

29 

30 
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- ----------------------------~--------------. 

1 SECTION FOUR. ENACTING THE NAVAJO NATION LAND ACQUISITION ACT 

2 OF 2016 

3 The Navajo Nation enacts the Navajo Nation Land Acquisition Act of2016 within Title 16 

4 and Chapter 7 as follows: 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 §1. Title 

NAVAJO NATION CODE ANNOTATED 

TITLE 16. LAND 

CHAPTER 1. ACQUISITION OF LANDS/REAL ESTATE 

12 This Act shall be known as the Navajo Nation Land Acquisition Act of2016 . 

. 13 

14 §2. Definitions 

15 A. Improved property - Land on which residential and/or business purpose structures have 

16 been built or any improvements on the property which increases its value. 

17 B. Aboriginal land- Lands of the Navajo including lands within the exterior boundaries of the 

18 Navajo Nation and lands for Navajo Nation government purposes. 

19 C. Public lands- Public. domain lands, unappropriated lands belonging to the federal or state 

20 government that is subject to sale or other disposal under general laws and is not reserved 

21 for any particular government or public purpose. 

22 D. Real estate- Land, buildings, and things permanently attached to land and buildings. See 

23 also real property. 

24 E. Real property - All land, structures, firmly attached and integrated equipment, anything 

25 growing on the land, and all interests in the property which may be the right of future 
( 

26 ownership. 

27 F. Unimproved property - Raw land without improvement, which would increase its 

28 economic value. 

29 

30 § 3. Policy On Acquisition Of Lands/Real Estate 

Page 14 of28 16-371-1 































Office of Legislative Counsel 
Telephone: (928) 871-7166 
Fax# (928) 871-7576 

MEMORANDUM 
TO: 

FROM: 

THRU: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

Honorable Leonard Tsosie 
Nava·o Nation Council .. 

onda L. Tuni 
Office of Legislative Counsel 

A,-;:~ 
Levon Henry, Attorney 
Office of Legislative Counsel 

June 14, 2016 

Honorable LoRenzo Bates 
Speaker 

23rd Navajo Nation Council 

AN ACT RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT, LAW 
AND ORDER, BUDGET AND FINANCE AND NAABIK'iYATI' 
COMMITTEES AND NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; AMENDING 
TITLE 16 CHAPTER 1, CHAPTER 3, CHAPTER 5, CHAPTER 6 AND 
CHAPTER 7 AND ENACTING THE NAVAJO NATION LAND 
ACQUISITION ACT OF 2016 

As requested, I have prepared the above-referenced proposed resolution and associated 
legislative summary sheet pursuant to your request for legislative drafting. Based on existing 
law and review of documents submitted, the resolution as drafted is legally sufficient. As with 
any action of government however, it can be subject to review by the courts in the event of 
proper challenge. Please ensure that his particular resolution request is precisely what you want. 
You are encouraged to review the proposed resolution to ensure that it is drafted to your 

· satisfaction. 

The Office of Legislative Counsel confirms the appropriate standing committee(s) based on the 
standing committees powers outlined in 2 N.N.C. §§301, 401, 501, 601 and 701. Nevertheless, 
"the Speaker of the Navajo Nation Council shall introduce [the proposed resolution] into the 
legislative process by assigning it to the respective oversight committee(s) of the Navajo Nation 
Council having authority over the matters for proper consideration." 2 N.N.C. § 164(A)(5). 

If the proposed resolution is unacceptable to you, please contact me at the Office of Legislative 
Counsel and advise me of the changes you would like made to the proposed resolution. 

Office of Legislative Counsel I The Legislative Branch I Post Office Box 3390 I Window Rock, Arizona I 86515 16-371-1 
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