LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY SHEET

Tracking No. __ 014323 -

DATE: July 6, 2023

TITLE OF RESOLUTION: AN ACT RELATING TO THE LAW AND ORDER
COMMITTEE, NAABIK’IYATI’ COMMITTEE, AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL;
AMENDING TITLE 2 OF THE NAVAJO NATION CODE TO CODIFY VIRTUAL
ATTENDANCE BY COUNCIL DELEGATES AT STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
AND NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL SESSIONS

PURPOSE: The purpose of this legislation is authorize Council Delegates to attend Council
Sessions and Committee Meetings through virtual methods, i.e., audio or video teleconferencing
platforms.

This written summary does not address recommended amendments as may be provided by
the standing committees. The Office of Legislative Counsel requests each Council Delegate
to review each proposed resolution in detail.
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AN ACT
RELATING TO THE LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE, NAABIK’{YATD’
COMMITTEE, AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; AMENDING TITLE 2 OF
THE NAVAJO NATION CODE TO CODIFY VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE BY
COUNCIL DELEGATES AT STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND NAVAJO
NATION COUNCIL SESSIONS
BE IT ENACTED:
SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY

A. The Law and Order Committee is a Standing Committee of the Navajo Nation Council
with the responsibility to with the responsibility to review and make recommendations
to the Navajo Nation Council on proposed amendments to and enactments to the
Navajo Nation Code. 2 N.N.C. §§ 600 and 601 (B)(14).

B. The Naabik’iyati’ Committee is a Standing Committee of the Navajo Nation Council
with the responsibility to review legislation requiring final action by the Navajo
Nation Council. 2 N.N.C. §164(A)(9); 2 N.N.C. §701(A)(3).

C. The Navajo Nation Council is the governing body of the Navajo Nation with the
authority to review and approve amendments to Navajo Nation laws. 2 N.N.C. §§
102(A) and 164(A).

Page 1 of 8 OLC No. 23-232-1

lommittee
Thence
jommittee
Thence
n Council -




O 00 N9 & i & W N -

[T R O N O I S N S O S e e T Y S S
S VW 00 N & N L W= O VOV 0N NN R WD - D

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS

A.

In the 2020, the Navajo Nation was forced to quickly enact emergency measures to
mitigate the deadly spread of the Coronavirus pandemic which has caused 84,206
positive COVID-19 cases and 2,162 COVID-19 related deaths, to date, on the Navajo
Nation. These emergency measures included the enactment of the March 11, 2020
Public Health State of Emergency for the Navajo Nation and underlying Public Health
Orders including, but not limited to, employees working from home, the shutting down
of government offices and non-essential business, public gathering limits, mask
mandates, closing boarders to visitors and enacting curfews.

To ensure that the Navajo Nation’s governing body could continue to operate and
respond to the Coronavirus pandemic without violating Public Health Orders,
including stay-at-home orders and public gathering limits, the Navajo Nation Council
enacted CMA-04-20, attached as Exhibit A, which temporarily allowed Council
Delegates to conduct and attend Council sessions, standing committee meetings, and
subcommittee meetings using telecommunication methods, such as teleconference
calls and video conferencing. ‘

In 2021 and 2022, the Navajo Nation slowly began to open up government offices.
Meeting and conducting the business of the Nation was done in person with certain
limitations and safeguards in place, especially after the COVID-19 vaccine became
available. The Council, standing committees, and subcommittees moved to hybrid-
style meetings, allowing virtual attendance by delegates, presenters, government
officials and the public.

Council Delegates were provided a unique opportunity to use virtual meetings, which
moved to hybrid in-person and virtual meetings, to continue the necessary and
important work of the Nation. The use of virtual meetings was not only effective, but
provided more opportunities for Delegates to advocate for their communities at
Council and Standing Committees, as well as to provide enhanced transparency to the
public.

On June 15, 2023, Dr. Buu Nygren, President of the Navajo Nation and the
Commission on Emergency Management issued CEM-23-06-15, attached as Exhibit

Page 2 of 8 OLC No. 23-232-1




O 0 3 O i b W N

WON NN NN N NN NN e ek e e b ek e b
S O 0 NN R LN = O W NN N R LN - O

B, deactivating the March 11, 2020 Public Health State of Emergency for the Navajo
Nation and returning government operations to pre-COVID-19 status.

F. The Navajo Nation finds it in the best interest of the Navajo Nation and the Diné
People to amend Title 2 of the Navajo Nation Code to allow Council Delegates to
continue virtual attendance at Council sessions, standing committee meetings, and

subcommittee meetings.

SECTION THREE. AMENDING TITLE 2 OF THE NAVAJO NATION CODE
The Navajo Nation hereby amends Title 2 of the Navajo Nation Code, as follows:

TITLE 2. NAVAJO NATION GOVERNMENT
CHAPTER 3. LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

SUBCHAPTER 2. NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL MEETINGS

% ok ok ok

§ 106. Compensation of Council Delegates
A. Delegates shall be compensated by an annual salary of twenty-five thousand dollars
(825,000) per year. All Council Delegates shall be paid bi-weekly. A salary increase
may be approved by the Navajo Nation Council but shall not become effective unless
ratified by two-thirds (2/3) of all Navajo Nation Chapters within one hundred twenty
(120) days of approval by the Navajo Nation Council. The provisions of this Section
shall not apply to mileage payments, per diem payments, deferred compensation
benefits, or any other payments or benefits which are separate from the bi-weekly base
salary established in this Section.
B. Delegates attending a Navajo Nation Council meeting or their respective committee
meetings, either in person or virtually, may receive sixty dollars ($60.00) per diem for
each day official business is conducted. and—mileage—reimbursement—for—use—ofa

. .
. . .
had = ha Naouagin Nat:ian 2t 87 P A I and
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C. Chairpersons of standing €committees may receive as compensation, for extra time
spent by the Chairperson beyond meetings to execute committee business, a payment
of eighty dollars ($80.00) per diem for each committee meeting day.

D.&: For every week of a Regular sSession of the Navajo Nation Council and per day for

any Special Session, delegates attending in person shall be paid mileage equal to one

round trip to Window .Rock from their residence and-returnaccording-to-the-official
mileage-chart-of-the-Controler_at the rate established in the Navajo Nation Travel

Policy and Procedures Handbook, as amended. Mileage shall not be paid for virtual

attendance.

IS

For each complete committee meeting, delegates ef _to the Navajo Nation Council,

who attend the meeting in person, shall be paid mileage equal to one round trip to |
Window Rock, from their residence and-return; aceording-to-the-official-mileage-chart
ofthe—Controller—at the rate established in the Navajo Nation Travel Policy and

Procedures Handbook, as amended. Mileage shall not be paid for virtual attendance..

EE. FullpPer diem shall be paid only for in person or virtual attendance of at least three

hours of meeting or until all agenda items are concluded. Mileage shall be paid only

for in-person attendance of at least three hours of meeting or until all agenda items are

concluded.
- FG. Delegates, or their beneficiary in the event of death, are paid a deferred compensation

benefit when they leave office.

¥ %k %k ¥

§ 110. Definitions

* % % %

Y. Virtual Attendance means that a person is not physically present at a meeting, but is

still able to participate in the meeting, in a manner similar to those physically present,

by means of an audio and/or video conferencing platform.

Z. Virtual means remote access through an audio or video conferencing platform.

% % % %

§ 161. Place
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A. All regularly-scheduled-er Regular and sSpecial sSessions of the Navajo Nation
Council shall be held at the Navajo Nation Council Chamber located at Window Rock,

Navajo Nation (Arizona) with the following exceptions:
1. If the Chambers in Window Rock are unsuitable for meeting, because of fire,
physical damage, remodeling or other cause, the Speaker may designate an

alternate meeting place in Window Rock, and if an alternate site is selected, the

Speaker shall give reasonable prior notice to all Council Delegates.

2. Notwithstanding any alternate site selection by the Speaker, Aa simple

majority of all Council Delegates may agree to hold a Council meeting inrseme

at a location in Window Rock other than the Council Chambers. Such
agreement may be by written petition or by motion at any regular or special
session of the Navajo Nation Council.
% ok ok %k
§167. Failure to attend
All Each sitting delegates te of the Navajo Nation Council shall attend, either in person or

virtually, all regular and special meetings of the Navajo Nation Council or Committees:,
unless the delegate’s participation is excused by the Speaker or Committee Chairperson,
respectively. If any delegate is absent from sixty percent (60%) or more of the meeting

days Council Sessions and/or standing committee meetings within a one-year period, the

Navajo Nation Council may consider a motion to censure said delegate. If his/her absence

continues after such censure, the Navajo Nation Council shall have the authority to declare

the delegate's seat forfeited and vacant.

* & ok %

§ 183. Meetings; quorum

A. All Regular and Special meetings of the Navajo Nation Council standing committees,

subcommittees, and e commissions shall be held in Window Rock, Navajo Nation,

(Arizona). Such meetings may be held elsewhere within the Navajo Nation if

sufficient funds are available. and the meeting is approved, in writing, by the Speaker

of the Navajo Nation Council.
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B. No standing committee, subcommittee, or commission meetings shall be held outside

the Navajo Nation unless the meeting is with a legislative body of another sovereign,

sufficient funds are available, and the meeting is approved, in writing, by the Speaker

of the Navajo Nation Council.

C. For a meeting to be deemed to have been held, each of the following acts shall occur:
(1) a quorum is present;; (2) an agenda is adopted;; (3) substantive actions-(appreval;
disapproval-er-table (voting or tabling) are taken;; and (4) per diem and roundtrip

mileage, as applicable, are paid to committee members or commissioners.

D. Meetings shall not mean work sessions, workshops, orientations, trainings, and

business meetings with Navajo or non-Navajo entities, therefere; and no meeting per

diem payment, as set forth in 2 N.N.C. § 106, fer-wetk-sessions;—werkshops;-ete: shall
be paid for participation in such gatherings. See2-NN-C—§106—Meetings—held

a1a-Nation hn ha L a ) O

SECTION FOUR. AMENDING RULE 22 OF THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL
RULES OF ORDER
The Navajo Nation Council hereby amends the Navajo Nation Council Rules of Order as

follows:

Rule 22, Vote

* & ok ok

D. For those delegates attending the Council Session in person, Fthe recording of yeas

and nays votes on all motions shall be done electronically. For_ those delegates

attending the Council Session though a virtual method, the recording of veas and nays
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votes on all motions shall be done by the delegate’s verbal statement during the

Session or via a dedicated text or email. All votes through virtual methods shall be

announced on the record.

EER
E. Voting by proxy er—by—any-methed-by—oer—on—behalf-of-any—delegate—whe—is—net
physieally—present—in—the—Counel—Chambers—shall-not—be—valid—or—permitted is

prohibited and any such vote shall be invalid.

SECTION FIVE. AMENDING RULE 21 OF THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL
STANDING COMMITTEE RULES OF ORDER
The Navajo Nation Council hereby amends the Standing Committee Rules of Order as

follows:

Rule 21. Vote

* %k % %

B. The recording of votes for, opposed, and abstentions on all motions shall be done by a

showing of hands by all delegates attending in person exeept-that. Votes of delegates

attending virtually shall be recorded by the delegate’s verbal pronouncement or via a

dedicated text or email. All votes through virtual methods shall be announced on the
record. aAbsteniton votes are not counted towards the votes for or opposed, but entered

for the record only.

* % % %

D. Voting by proxy er-by—any—method-by—or—on—behalf-of-any—delegate—whe—is—net
physieally-present-in-the-meeting-place-shall-net-be-valid-or-pesmitted is prohibited and

any such vote shall be invalid.

SECTION SIX. CODIFICATION
The provisions of this resolution that amend or adopt new sections of the Navajo Nation Code

shall be codified by the Office of Legislative Counsel. The Office of Legislative Counsel shall
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incorporate such amended provisions in the next codification of the Navajo Nation Code.

SECTION SEVEN. SAVING CLAUSE
If any portion of this Act is determined invalid by the Navajo Nation Supreme Court or by a
District Court of the Navajo Nation, without appeal to the Navajo Nation Supreme Court, the

remainder of this Act shall remain the law of the Navajo Nation.

SECTION EIGHT. EFFECTIVE DATE
The provisions of this Act shall become effective according to 2 N.N.C. §221(B).

SECTION NINE. DIRECTIVE

The Naabik’iyati’ Committee Title Two Reform Subcommittee shall review the
implementation of virtual attendance by delegates at Council sessions and Committee
meetings as a priority; and report any recommended amendments to the Navajo Nation Code
or Rules of Order to the Naabik’iyati’ Committee at least thirty (30) days before the start of

the regular Fall Session.
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CMY-45-20
EXHIBIT

RESOLUTION OF THE : A
NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL
24" NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL ~ SECOND YEAR, 2020

' AN ACTION
RELATING TO AN EMERGENCY; AMENDING CMA-04-20 TO EXTEND THE
AUTHORIZATION FOR NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL AND STANDING COMMITTEES TO
CONDUCT MEETINGS AND WORKSESSIONS THROUGH TELECOMMUNICATION
METHODS AND FOR COUNCIL DELEGATES TO ATTEND NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL
AND STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS, SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINGS AND
WORKSESSIONS THROUGH TELECONFERENCING

BE IT ENACTED:
SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY

A. The Navajo Nation Council is the governing body of the Navajo
Nation. 2 N.N.C. § 102 (Aa).

B. The Navajo Nation Council shall have all powers to regulate
the conduct of its members and have the authority to promulgate
rules, regulations and procedures for the conduct of its
meetings and that of its committees. 2 N.N.C. §§ 102 (D) and
(E) .

C. Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. §164 (A) (16): “[m]atters constituting an
emergency shall be limited to the cessation of law enforcement
services, disaster relief services, fire protection services
or other direct services required as an entitlement under
Navajo Nation or Federal law, or which directly threaten the
sovereignty of the Navajo Nation. Such an emergency matter must
arise due to the pressing public need for such resolution(s)
and must be a matter requiring final action by the Council.”

D. It is vital to the sovereignty of the Navajo Nation that its
governing body be able to meet during the COVID-19 pandemic to
protect the continuation of direct services to the Navajo
people.

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS

A. COVID-19 is a dangerous and extremely contagious respiratory
virus. The virus is pandemic and has reached the Navajo Nation.
COVID-19 is spreading at an alarming rate within the Navajo
Nation; as of May 25, 2020, the Navajo Nation has reported
4,794 cases of COVID-19 and 157 related deaths.
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The World Health Organization declared a Public Health

Emergency of International Concern on January 30, 2020; the
United States Department of Health and Human Services declared
a Public Health Emergency related to the COVID-19 outbreak on
January 31, 2020; and the World Health Organization officially
declared a pandemic due to COVID-19 on March 11, 2020.

On March 11, 2020, the Navajo Nation Commission on Emergency
Management, with the concurrence of the Navajo Nation President
and Vice~President, declared a Public Health State of Emergency
on the Navajo Nation due to the presence of COVID-19 in areas
surrounding the Navajo Nation. Resolution No. CEM 20-03-11 is
attached as Exhibit 1, The President and Commission have issued
other Public Health Emergency Orders, including: Order No.
2020-001 dated March 18, 2020 (declaring the outbreak of COVID-
19 and limiting mass gatherings); Order No. 2020-002 dated
March 19, 2020 (quarantining the Chilchinbeto Community);
Order No. 2020-003 dated March 20, 2020 (ordering individuals
living on the Navajo Nation to stay home and shelter in place
except for essential activities, prohibiting visitors to the
Navajo Nation, and closing all businesses on the Navajo Nation
except essential businesses); Order No. 2020-004 dated March
29, 2020 (implementing a daily curfew from 8:00 p.m. to 5:00
a.m. for all Navajo Nation residents, extending the shelter in
place order, and further limiting public gatherings); Order
No. 2020-005 dated April 5, 2020 (implementing a 57-hour
weekend curfew on April 10-13); Order No. 2020-006 dated April
16, 2020 (extending the weekend curfew for April 17-20 and
April 24-27, and closing Navajo Nation essential businesses
during curfew hours); Order No. 2020-007 (requiring face masks
in public); and Order No. 2020-008 dated April 29, 2020
(extending the weekend curfew to May 11 ). The Navajo Nation
Office of the President and Vice~President issued Executive
Order 002-20 on March 31, 2020 (closing all Navajo Nation
offices except essential personnel through April 21); and
Executive Order 003-20 on April 21, 2020 (extending the closure
order to May 17, 2020).

On March 5, 2020, in an effort to mitigate the transmission of
COVID-19, the Speaker of the Navajo Nation Council advised the
Legislative Branch to consider attending meetings / events /
training by using telecommunication methods such as
teleconference calls and videoing instead of in-person
attendance. Exhibit 2.

On March 12, 2020, the Speaker implemented travel restrictions
on Legislative Branch employees and required Legislative
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Branch programs to develop Remote Work Plans for their
departments. Exhibit 3.

On March 16, 2020, the Navajo Nation Council passed Resolution
No. CMA-04-20, attached as Exhibit 4, authorizing the Navajo
Nation Council Delegates to attend Council Sessions and
Standing Committee meetings, including subcommittee meetings,
telephonically for sixty days.

On March 18, 2020, the Speaker issued a memorandum, attached
as Exhibit 5, closed public access to Legislative Branch
offices and initiated remote working procedures for all
employees.

On May 13, 2020, the Speaker issued a memorandum, attached as
Exhibit 6, continuing the closure of the Legislative Branch
until further notice.

To prevent and reduce the transmission of COVID-19, the Navajo
Nation Council finds that it is in the best interest of the
Navajo public and Navajo Nation officials and employees to
continue to temporarily allow Navajo Nation Council Delegates
to conduct and attend Council and Standing Committee meetings
and subcommittee meetings using telecommunication methods,
such as teleconference calls and video conferencing, in certain
situations.

SECTION THREE. AMENDING CMA-04-20

The Navajo Nation Council hereby amends Section Five, Paragraph B,
of CMA-04-20, Exhibit 4, as follows:

B. The provisions of the Act shall expire sixty—{60i—days
after—Speakerls—2-N-N-EC+—85221—{A}—eexrtifieation when the

Navajo Nation Commission on Emergency Management rescinds
its March 11, 2020, declaration of the Public Health State
of Emergency, unless otherwise determined  through
resolution of the Naabik'iyéti' Committee.

SECTION FOUR. EFFECTIVE DATE

The provisions of this Act shall become effective when certified
by the Speaker of the Navajo Nation Council pursuant to 2 N.N.C.
§ 221 (Ap).
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CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered
by the 24t» Navajo Nation Council at a duly called meeting in Window
Rock, Navajo Nation (Arizona), at which a gquorum was present and
that the same was passed by a vote of 14 in Favor, and 00 Opposed,
on this 29th day of May 2020.

Motion: Honorable Edison J. Wauneka
Second: Honorable Mark A. Freeland

Speaker Seth Damon not voting
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JONATHAN NEZ | PRESIDENT MYRON LIZER | VICE PRESIDENT
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CEM-20-03-11

RESOLUTION OF THE COMNMISSIONM ON EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

DECLARING A PUBLIC HEALTH STATE OF EIVIERGENCY FOR THE NAVAJIO NATION DUE TO THE CONFIRMATION OF THE

CORONAVIRUS DISEASE {“COVID-19"} IN REGIONAL AREAS SURROUNDING THE NAVAIO NATION.

WHEREAS:

4.

e

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C., & 881 the Navajo Nation Council estabfished the Cormmission on Emergency Management,
authorizing it to assess, verify, recommend and declare states of emergency with the concurrence of the
President of the Navajo Nation; and

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C., § 883 (A) and (C) the Commission is empowerec to coordinate Immediste emergency and
disaster refief services with Mavajo Nation and non-tribal entities in conjunction with the Department of

Emergency Management to recommend and deploy appropriate resources regarding natural and man-made
emerpenclas; and

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C., § 884 (8), (2) the Commission on Emergency Managemant may seek assistance from
federal, state, other tribal governments, and local and private agencies to eddress emergency and disaster
related situations; and

The nature of the Coronavirus Discase (“COVID-19") is such that it has spread and increased globally, as
indicated by the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (“CDC"), the World Health Organization (“WHO"), snd
other public health organizations within the U.S. and regionally; and

in the U.S. the number of positive and presumptive positive cases have grown, with the rise in COVID-18
confirmed cases in Arizona, Mew Mexico, Utah, Colorade; and

No confirmed COVID-19 cases have been verified an the Navajo Mation and area Public Health Services are
closcly monitoring the situstion; and

The Mavajo Nation, in colfaboration with various entites such as the LS. Public Haalth Services Area Offices
(Albuguerque, Navajo, Phoenix), CDC. state departments of health, Navajo Nation 638 Tribal Health
Organizations and various other multi-agancy groups, have organized an lnmdent command approach to
mitigate COVID-19 transmission on the Navajo tation; and

in partial response to addressing the spread of COVID-129 an the Navajo Nation, a Navajo Dcnartment of Hea!th
{(“NDOH") Command Operations Center has been established with an infrastructure to maintain sltuational
awareness, conduct daily communication briefings among NDOH and key collaborative partners and,
disseminate inforrnation to the public; and



9. The Navajo Department of Ernergency Management (NDEM) Emerpgency Operation Center (EOC) shall be
activated to support the Navajo Dzpartment of Health Command Center,

10. Locally, it is acknowledged and understood that the threat of transmission of COVID-18 needs to be mitigated to
reduce risk of exposure to the Navajo People and the resultant consequential public health impacts.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1, The Navajo Nation Commission on Emergency Management hereby declares @ Public Health State of Emergency
for the Navajo Mation due to the confirmation of the Coronavirus Disease {“COVID-19") In reglonal areas
surrpunding the Navajo tdation.

2. To addressincreased concerns of potential public hiealth impacts due to risk and exposure to the COVID-19,
especlally to our older papulation, the Navajo Mation must encourage Independent responsibilily and actlon by

tha Navajo People in practicing recammended preemptiva maasures to minimize, preveat and reduce risk of
exposure to and from the COVID-19.

The Navajo Nation population receives timely, consistent and correct information needed on the COVID-18 on
preventive measures against contracting and spread of the virus, signs, symptoms and contacting local haspitals
and dinics for reporting.

o

4, Indeclaring the Public Health State of Emergency, all Navajo Nation Branches, programs, departments will
comply with and adhere to directives, instructions, and/or policies forthcoming from the Navajo Department of
Health as related to addressing COVIN-1G.

S. The needs of the Navajo Notion are to be sddressed in a manner £o as to pravide the necessary resources
required to address said Declared Public Health State of Emergency. This includes, but not limited to, resources
of personnel, medical supplies and equipment, monetary funding, and other resources as may be required to
protect the health, safety and welfara of citizens of tha Navajo Nation.

CERTIFICATION

1 hereby certify that the foregoaing resolutian was duly considered by the Navajo Natlon Commission on Emergency
Management at a duly called meeting at Window Rock, Navajo Mation, Arizona, at which a quorum was present and that
same passed by avote of _4_approved, _0_opposed, and _Q_ abstalnzd this ]1"' day of March 2020,

s

Pssesty” »
Herrp én Sharty, Chalrpersﬁﬁ
Commlsslon on Emergency Management

Motlon by: Dicky Bain
Second by: Ben Bennett

CONCURREMCE:

D P 2, *7’/%4;&h 04&/
7

Jonathan Nez, President Myron Lﬁzer, Vice Président
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 11, 2020

Navajo Nation declares Public Health
State of Emergency for COVID-19 coronavirus

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. - On Wednasday, Navag [ation President Jonathan Ner and Vize
Peesident hMyron Lirer declarad a Pubiliz Health St2te of Fmergency for the Navajo Natien in
responss to tha growing spread of the COA- 19 ceronavizus, also known as “Diko Misaaign-
Mahastéits’dadah” in the Nasapo lanyuase. There are no confirmed cases of the COVID-19
coronavirus on the Mavajo Nation, howeaver the declaration is a proactive measure to help ensure
the Navajo Nation’s preparedness and the beelth and well-being of the Naviajo peopla.

At the request of Mresident Nez and Vice President Lizer, the Navajo Nation Commissian on
Fmergency Management held a mesting on Wednesday to consider the grovwing concerns related
to the COVID-19 coranavirus The cammisann voted 4.0 in support of the daclaration.

President Nez and vice Pressdent Lizer olso vssued teavel restrictions on Wodnesday for all
Uaocative Branch employees. which voauires all devisions, deparunents, ¢nd programs to resirict
s uff-Mation work-related travel untd urthorr s, Thay aloo directad emplayees who recently
travoled ta "hot spots,” or arsas knowen Lo haves snnhirmad cases of the virus, to salf.quaranting
for spproximataly 14 davs. A Executive Branch olfices are either cancaling or postponing
conferences, sumni-ts, and svants that deaw targs numbers of people from off the Nivajo MNatien,

“For several weceks, we've baen planmng and preparing while we monitor the growing spread of
the viras. We have @ large pepulation of Mavisjo peaple that reside in many states inclurding Utah,
Arizung, New Llexicw, and Colorado, winch noe have confirmed cases, so it's vary important that
wa remain proactive and continue to provide outieach and information to the public We dan't
want to create a sense of panic, but we waunt our Navajo people to plan and prepare in the avent
thar the virus reaches our communities,” said Prasident Nez,

Onfeb 27, President Nez and Vice President Luzer establishoed the Mavajo Mation COVIO-1Y
Preperedness Team Lo monitar, plan, propoie, and coocdinat? precautionary efforls W vddress
the COVIN-19 coronavirus, & Heoalth Commnnd Opuerations Center is also established wathup the
Dnpartmient of Health, which is ovade up of five function areas inclixding Command, Operations,
Planning, Logistics, and Finarnce/Administration



President Nez and Vice Presndent Lizee sent letters to mambers of Congress and the Winte House
tn ensure that Inghian Healtn Sereg i Lasihties and other hospitals regeive financal support and
rasoutces from the recent $8.3 bithion approprations by Congiess and President Trump to fight
the spread of the COVID-1% coranavirus In late February, President Nez also sent a letter to
Indian Health Sarvice requesting d mandatory 45-day quarantine for 1HS commissioned officers
that are deployed to high-risk areas and return to the MNavajo Nation. IHS notificd President Nez
that they are complying with Presidont Nez’s request to ensure the well-being of 1HS
commissioned officers before returming'them to service on the Nation.

As another proactive measurg, the Dwisiun of Hurnan Resources s abo taskad with finalizing an
“alterpatin e work schedule™ endd o “lule work policy™ for Mavajo FHation employeas. in addition,
the Commupity Health Representativas program and the Health Fducation Program are gaing
dnar-to-door to educate and inloro Mavajo indwiduals with underlying conditions, including
hrart, lung, kidney disease, dinbetes, and conditions that suppress Lhe immune system, They also
provide information and pre<entaton: at chapters, scheols, and various worksites.

“Our command centar officials and heatth professionals are domg everything they can to inform
the public and Lo provide as imuch nducation as possible, butit's also up to us as individuals to do
our part to prevent the spraad of the virus in our communities. Please continue to check on your
elders to ensura their well-being and to take precautionary measures to reduge risks,” said Vice
Prasident Lizer, “Wih many atudents on spring braak, it's imperative that parents keep their
children safe by practicing geod hygiear to prevent exposure to the virus,”

Symptoms of the COVID-19 corunavirus includa mild (o severe rospiratory illness waith fevear,
cough, and shortness of breath, It can lake up to 14 days for the virus to become active alter
exposure Currantly there s no vacane availablz for the virus, according to the Canters for
Disease Control and Praventiug

The public is encouraged to taka the folknwing pracautionary actions to help prevent the spread

of the virus:

e Washing your hands with wann wuter and soap often for al beayt 20 seconds
e Cover coughs and sneazas

¢ Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth

¢ Staying home if you are sick

o Avoiding contact with people with sicknesses/symptams

e Claaning/sanitizing common araas and “high-toush” surfaces

o Avoiding large gathermgs and crowds

The coronavirus has the potential to hacome severa. Savera casas can also lead 1o pnaumonia,
kidnay failure, and In some cases, deuth. The most vulnerable are the elders, young children, and
those with compromised immune systerms. Health care officials also advise that if o person bas
shortness of breath or has difficully breathing, to report to your local physician and/or emargency
room hospital and to call ahead (o allow the facitity to prepare for your arrival



“Qur Navajo people are strang #0d restlient, (n times like this, we necd to ramembaer the
challenges that our clidors avarcama. We will continue tu pray for the safely and weoll-being for all
peapla as we continu to he proactive, e will persievere throagh this” adedodd President MNez,

Alist of establishod Lotlines tnr th2 public to ¢all with gquestions o concerns includes:

s Navajo Nation Health Command Oparations Center; (923) 871.7019
¢ Chinle Comprehensive Health Care Service Unil: 1 (80Q) 242-9271

e Gallup Indian Medical Center Sprvice Unit. {505) 726-5885

¢« Tsthoolsoot NMedical Center: 1 (800} 232-9342

o Winslaw'achan Mealth Care Center-(923) 220.8143

+  Sage Menmoiial Haepiral: [928) 755-451)

. uba City Repntitusd Health Care: (928) 282 20401

The Mavajo Nation CQOVIO- 19 Preparedness Team will hinld its third radio farinn on Thursday,
tarch 12" beginning ot 3:00 p.m. on KTMNN 660AK1 and 101,5FM to provide intarmation and
receive quastions. The Navajs Nation Departmient of Health is offering to provide presentations to
communities and other groups. Please send requests by email to coronavirus info@nndoh.org or
visit their website lur additional information, B3t wwy. iidh navsjo-raava /001D 13,

The Mavajo Natinn COVID- 19 Draparadness Team witl continug to coordinate with the county,
state, and fedzrat otficosls t monitor the evolving wnpagts of the coronavirus and cantinue to
encourage the aublic to take precautions.

.

For the fatest news fram the Office ot the President and Vice Prosislant,
plzase visit Lty e e opvo cavas-nsi. 5o 7 ar find us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.




24™ NAVAJO NATION COUN
OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER

HONORABLE SETH DAMON
Spedaker, 24" Navajo Nation Council
MEMORANDUM |

TO: Navojo Nalion Legislative 8ranch

FROM: //-%7“\ _—

sGsrDamon, $pankdr o

24 NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL

DATE: March 5, 2020

SUBJECT: NAVAJO NATION TRAVEL ADVISORY - COVID-19

This memorandum serves as a travel advisory to the Navajo Nation Legisialive Bronch.
Continuity of government operations is vital as we continue to monitor the COVID-19
situations. In doing so due diligence will be required when deciding to go on travel for official
business. When approving official travel, risk factors must be considered in order to maintain
the overall healih and salety of the Navajo Nalion, At this time, there are no confirmed cases
of COVID-19 on the Mavojo Nation.

In order to reduce the spread of COVID-19, we ask tha Legisiative Branch seriously consider
ihe following:

« Allending meelings/evenis/iraining by using leleconference calls/videos, rather thon
traveling off the Navajo Mation.

« Staying home or working from home, if you experience symploms such as fever,
coughing shoriness ot breath, or ditficulty of breathing.

* Avoiding direct contract with people who have symptoms/sickness

« Cleaning/sanitizing your werkpiace/ofiice roulinely

li you havo shoitness of breoth cr hove difficulty breathing, please report to your local
physician and/or emergengy room,

The Legistative Branch is working with the Exscutive and Judicial Branches on monitoring the
COVID-19 situation and will provide updates as needaed. For the Iotest updale on the COVID-
19, please visit the CDC websile: htips /fwvav.cdc aov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/ingdex.him!

If you have any queslions, please contact Legisialive Senior Policy Advisor Asa Washings al
(928) 871-7160. Thank you.

LECGISLATIVE DRANCHI
Oflice of the Spaseker « Past Oflive BN 3390 « Window ROCK, Arizana X6 51§ « Phe (923) 871-7160 » Tan: (V28) 871-7255




24™ NAVAJO NATION COU
OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER

HONORABLE SETH DAMON

Speaker, 24" Navajo Nation Council

MEMORANDUM

TO: Navajo Nalion Legislalive Branch

o) 4, b A

Seth Damen, Speaxer
24T NAVA JO NATION COUNCIL

DATE: March 12, 2020

SUBJECT: Navajo Natlon Council and Leglslative Branch Travel Restriclions and Remote
Work Plan Direclive

This memorandum shall serve os notification of restrictions on Navagjo Nation Council
and Legislative Branch program travel as a preemplive measure towards mitigating the
spread of COVID-19 (coronavirus).

Travel tor officlal Legistative Branch business Is hereby restricied o on-reservation
destinations effective immediately. This resiriction will affect all members of the 24th
Navajo Nation Councll, political appoiniees, and all program employees.

All members of the Legislative Branch relurning from cities that report active cases of
COVID-19 are expecled lo closely self-monilor their bodies for elevated temperatures
and flu-like symptoms. We would like 1o remind all counclil delegates and employees
that the normal body temperature for adults is generally 98.6°F. We advise anyone
returning from COVID-19 hot zones to avoid contact with elders and to self-quarontine
for a minimum of 14 days on evidence of coronavirus symptoms.

While we understand the importance of engaging In-person with agency and program
pariners at the local, state, and federal levels, we are confident this preemptive
measure is in the greater health interests of all Legliskative Branch employees and the
Navajo Nation as o whole.

In addition to this restriction on travel, | am directing all program managers to begin
developing a remaote work plan (RWP) for thelr respeclive depariments. The RWP will be

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
Office of the Speaker « Post Oflice Box 3390 » window Rock, Arizonn 8651S » Ph: (928) B71.7 160 » Fax: (928) 871-7255




instrumentat fo the continuation of essenliol Legislative Branch services in the event thot
closing Legislative Branch program oftices becomes necessary to protect public health.
Preliminary draft RWPs will be due by the close-of-business on Friday, March 13, 2020,

During Ihis restriclion, Office of the Speaker Information Technology (IT) stoff will be oble
lo assist programs with tele- ond videoconferencing setup. They will clso be aveilable to
faciitole Microsoft Shorepoin! access to enable online colloboration for progroms,
should the need arise.

Your complionce with this nofice and the directlive {for program managers) Is expected
and appreciated in the interest of reducing the overall likelihood of exposure to COVID-
19, This restriction will reamain in place until further notice. Exceptions may be granted on
a cose-by-case basis if and only if travelis not 10 o locole with reported coses and it a
svitable alternative means of communication does not exist for the olficial business
being conducted.

Please coll or emoil Chief of Staff LaShowna Tso if you have questions regarding this
memorandum at (928) 871-7140 or Irtso@naveie-nsn.gov. Thank you.

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

Office ofthe Speaker » Post Office Dox 3390 « Winduw Rock, Arizona 86518 « Ph: (928)871.7160 » Fax (928) 871.7284



EXHIBIT
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RESOLUTION OF THE
NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL
24 NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - SECOND YEAR, 2020

AN ACTION

RELATING TO AN EMERGENCY; AUTHORIZING NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL AND
STANDING COMMITTEES TO CONDUCT MEETINGS AND WORKSESSIONS THROUGH
TELECOMMUNICATION METHODS; AUTHORIZING COUNCIL DELEGATES TO ATTEND
NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL AND STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS,
SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINGS AND WORKSESSIONS THROUGH TELECONFERENCING;
APPROVING A SIXTY (60) DAY WAIVER OF TITLE TWO PROVISIONS REQUIRING
DELEGATES TO BE PHYSICALLY PRESENT AT MEETINGS

BE IT ENACTED:
SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY

A. TheNavajo Nation Council is the governing body of the Navajo
Nation. 2 N.N.C. § 102(A).

B. The Navajo Nation shall have all powers to requlate the conduct
of its members and have the authority to promulgate rules,
regulations and procedures for the conduct of its meetings and
that of its committees. 2 N.N.C. §§ 102 (D) and (E).

C. Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. §164 (A) (16) “[m]Jatters constituting an
emergency shall be limited to the cessation of law enforcement
services, and disaster relief services, fire protection
services or other direct services required as an entitlement
under Navajo Nation or Federal law, or which directly threaten
the sovereignty of the Navajo Nation. Such an emergency mattex
must arise due to the pressing public need for such
resolution(s) and must be a matter requiring final action by
the Council.”

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS

A. Inlight of the Navajo Nation’s Emergency Declaration, attached
as Exhibit A, regarding the outbreak of the COVID-19
Coronavirus, it is imperative that the Navajo Nation Council
take precauvtionary measures to mitigate the transmission of
COVID-19 to the Navajo public and Navajo Nation employees.

B. COVID-19which has shown a high mortality rate (49% in criticel
cases) among clders with preexisting conditions is currently
spreading in the states surrounding the Navajo Nation; the
Navajo Nation’s health care capacity to respond COVID-19 will

Page 1 of 4
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be threatened if preventive measures and precautions are not
implemented. Exhibit B.

Tomitigate the transmission of COVID-19, the Speaker of the
Navajo Nation Council has advised the Legislative Branch to
consider - attending meetings/events/training by using
telecommunication methods such as teleconference calls and
videoing instead of in-person attendance. Exhibit C.

The Speaker has already implemented travel restrictions on
Legislative Branch employees and regquired Legislative Branch
programs to develop Remote Work Plans for their departments,

"Exhibit D.

‘The prevent and reduce the transmission of COVID-~19, the Navajo
Nation Council finds that it is in the best interest of the
Navajo public and Navajo Nation employees to temporarily allow
Navajo Nation Council Delegates to conduct and attend Council
and Standing Committee meetings and subcommittee meetings
using telecommunication methods, such as teleconference calls
and video conferencing, in certain situations.

SECTION THREE., WAIVING PROVISIONS OF.Z N.N.C. §§ 106, 167, 183,
and 189 and NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL RULES OF ORDER AND STANDING
COMMITTEE RULES

A,

The Navajo Nation Council waives provisions of 2 N.N.C. §§ 106,
167, 183 and 189, Rule 22 (F) of the Navajo Nation Council
Rules of Order, and Rule 21 (D) of the Standing Committee Rules
of Order that would restrict or prohibit Council Delegates from
conducting and attending Council and Standing Committee
meetings, subcommittee meetings, and work sessions through
telecommunication methods, such as teleconference calls and
video conferencing.

The waivers set forth above shall expire sixty (60) days after
Speaker’s 2 N.N.C. § 221 certification of this legislation,
unless otherwise determined ‘through resoclution of the
Naabik'iyati® Committee.

SECTION FOUR. APPROVAL OF ATTENDANCE AT COUNCIL AND STANDING
COMMITTEE MEETINGS BY TELECOMMUNICATION METHODS

A.

The Navajo Nation Council hereby approves and allows Navajo
Nation Council and Standing Committee meetings, subcommittee
meetings and work sessions to be conducted through
telecommunication methods such as teleconference calls and
video conferencing.

Page 2 of 4
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The Navajo Nation Council hereby approves and allows Navajo
Nation Council Delegates to attend Navajo Nation Council and
Standing Committee meetings, subcommittee meetings and work
sessions through telecommunication methods such as
teleconference calls and video conferencing.

Council Delegates compensation for attendance at Navajo Nation
Council and standing Committee meetings, subcommittee meetings
and work sessions conducted through telecommunication methods
shall be the same as for in-person attendance, except that no
mileage or other travel expenses shall be paid or reimbursed
for telecommunication attendance.

Council Delegates attendance at Navajo Nation Council and
Standing Committee mecetings, subcommittee meetings and work
sessions through telecommunication methods shall count the
same towards guorum requirements as in-person attendance,

Navajo Nation Council meetings through telecommunication
methods shall be conducted pursuant to procedures instituted
by the Speaker pursuant to his authorities set forth at Rule
4 (C) of the Navajo Nation Council Rules of Order.

Navajo Nation Standing Committee meetings through
telecommunication methods shall be conducted pursuant to
procedures instituted by the Chairperson of the respective
Committee pursuant to their authorities set forth at Rule 4
(D) of the Navajo Nation Council Standing Committee Rules of
Order.

Plans for Navajo Nation commission and board meetings through
telecommunication methods shall Dbe approved by the
Naabik'iyati' Committee,

SECTION FIVE. EFFECTIVE DATE

A.

The provisions of this Act shall become effective when
certified by the Speaker of the Navajo Nation Council pursuant
to 2 N.N.C. § 221 (A).

The provisions of this Act shall expire sixty (60) days after
Speaker’s 2 N.N.C. § 221 (A) certification, unless otherwise
determined through resolution of the Naabik'iyati' Committece,
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CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered
by the 24th Navajo Nation Council at a duly called meeting in Window

Rock, Navajo Nation (Arizona), at which a quorum was present and
that the same was passed by a vote of 19 in Favor, and 00 Opposed,

Motion: Honorable Wilson Stewart, Jr.
Second: Honorable Pernell Halona

Speaker Seth Damon not voting

Page 4 of 4
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The Navajo
Office of the President and Vice President
CONTACTS:

fared Touchin Commurications Nitector
(928) 214278

Cryssadyme Cutley, Se. Paltic Informurion Cificer
{u2RYapq-2758

ANLPYD TOstURICICOns L dinlatis

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 11, 2020

Navajo Nation declares Public Health
State of Emergency for COVID-19 coronavirus

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. —~ On Wednesday, Mavajo Hation Pres{dent Janathan Mez and Vite
President Myran Licer declarad a Public Health S12te of Emergency for the Navajo Nation in
response o tha growing spread of the COVIDL- 19 caronavicus, also known as "Diko titsavign-
Mahast'eits’dadah” in the N3 wqpo Bopuape. There are no confirmed cases of the COVIO-19
coropavirus on the Mavajo Nation, however the daclaration is a praactive measure tn help ensure
the Navajo Nation’s preparedness and the health and well-being of the Navajo people.

At the request of President Nez and Vice President Lizer, the Navajo Nation Commission on
Fmergency Managemsnt hald a meeting on Wednasday to consider the growing cancerns relaterd
to the COVID-19 coronavirus. The commission volad 4-0 in support of the daclaration.

President Moz and Vice President Lizer also noued travel restriclions on Wedaasday for all
Executivee Branch employaes, which eaguiros ol dicistons, departmants, and prograns to restrict
atbuff-flation work-related traval until furthior netiza, Thay also directed emplovees who regently
travelad to “hot spots,” or areas known Lo havae contirmed cases of the virus, to sell-quarentine
for approximately 14 days. Al Executive Branch utfices are either canceling or poastponing
conferences, summits, and svents that draw largs numbers of people from off the Mavajo Mation,

“For several weeks, we've boen planniag aud preparing while we monitor the grawing spread of
the virus, We have a large papulation of JNavajo people that resicde in many states including Utah,
Arizong, New Mexico, and Colorada, which now have confirmed cases, so it's vecy important that
wo remain proactive and continue to provide outreoch and information to the public We don't
want to create @ sense of panic, but we want our Navajo people to plan and prepare in the event
that the virus reaches our communitios,” saiid President Neaz.

On Feb. 27, President Nez and Vice President Lizer established the MNavajo Mation COVID 19

Preparedness Team Lo monitor, plan, prepate, and coordinate precautionary efforts to addresy

the COVID-19 coronavirus. A Health Command Operations Center is also established within the

Dapartment of Health, which is made up of five tunction areas including Command, Operations,
. Planning, Logistics, and Finance/Administration




President Nez and Vice Prosident Lizer seul letters Lo mambers of Congress and the White House
to ensure that Indian Health Seevcs 4 alitier and other hospitals coceies linancial support and
resources from the recent S8.3 Liflion appropriations by Congress ond President Trurap to fight
the spread of the COVIR-19 coranavirus In fate February, President Nez also sent a letter to
Indian Health Service requesting a mandatory 45-day quarantine for IHS commissioned officers
that arc deployed to high-risk areas and return to the Mavajo Mation. IHS notilied President Nez
that they are complying with President Nez’s request to ensure the well-being of 1HS
commissioned officers hefore returning them to service on the Nation,

As anothier proactive measurs, the Orwisian of Human Resources 14 also tasked with finalizing an
"alternative work schedule” end o “tele-work policy™ for Mavajo Nation employees. in addition,
thie Community Health Reprasenatatives program and the Health Fdacation Program are going
dnor-to-door to educate ard inforis Navajo individuals with usderlying conditions, including
heart, lung, kidnay disease, disheties, and conditions that suppress the immuna system. They also
provide information and pre<antatons at chapters, schools, and various worksites,

“Our command centar officials and bealth professivnals are doing everything they can to inform
the public and to provide as much aducation as possible, butit's also up to us as individuals to da
our parl to prevent the spivud of the virus 1in our communities. Please continue to check on your
tiders to ensure their well-heing antd 1o take precautionary measures to retuce risks,” said Vice
nrasident Lizer. “With mdny students oo spring braak, it's imperative that parents ke2p their
children safe by practicing geod hygiene 1o prevent exposure to the virls.”

Symptoms of the COVID-19 coranavirus includs mild 1o sevare respiratory illness with fever,
cough, znd shartness of braath, it can take up to 13 days for the viras to became active after
vxposure. Currantly, there is no vactine available for tha virus, according ta the Centers for
Disease Control and Pravention,

The publicis encouragnd to take tha following pracautionary actions to help prevent the spread
of the virus;

»  Washing your hands with warm water and soap often for at least 20 seconds
* Covercoughs and sneezes )

¢ Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth

¢ Staying home il you are vick

»  Avoiding contoct with people with sicknesses/symptoms

e Clzaning/sanitizing common arsas and “high-touch” surlaces

= Avoiding large vothonngs and coovds
-’ &

The coronavirus has the potential to hecome severa, Severe cases can also lead to pneumonia,
kidney failure, and in some cases, death. The most vulnerable are the elders, young children, and
those with compromised ithmune systarns. Health care officials also advise that if a person has
shortness of breath or has difficulty breathing, to report to your local physician and/or emergency
room hosplital and to calt ahead to allow the facility to prepare for your arrival




“Our Mavajo peopla e strong and restiant. in times like this, we need to rinimber the
challenges that our olders avarcame. We will continue to pray for the safety aod well-being for all
peeple aswe coptinne: 1o e proactive, We will persevere through this,” added President Nez.

Aldist of established huthnes for the public te call with questions or concerns includes:

¢ Navajo Nation Health Cammand Opaerations Cenler: (928) §71-701:
» Chinle Comprehensive Health Care Service Urat: 1 (300) 242-9271

«  Gallup indian Mediczl Center Service Unit: (508} 726-5888

+  Tséhootsoor fMedical Center: 1 {808} 232-1342

o Winslow Indian FMualth Care Center: {423) 289-8143

¢ Sape Memosial Haspiral [928) 755-4500)

e Tuba City Regiunol Health Care: {928) 282 2501

The Mavajn Nation COVID- 19 Praparedness Team will hold its third radio fornm on Thursday,
March 12" beginning at G:00 p.m. on KTNN 660AR andd 101.5FM te provide information and
receive questions, The Navajo Nation Department of Health is offering to provide presentations to
communities and other groups. Please send requests by email to coronavirus.info@nndoh.org ar
visit their website fer odditional information Litn:zwavysndah 0avajs-non #0/COVID-13.

The Mavajn Natinn COVID-19 Preparedness Team will continu2 te coordinate with the county,
state, and faderal otéicials to manitor the evolving impacts of the coronavirus and continue 10
encaurage tho public to take precautions.

3
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For the latest news from the Office ol the President and Vire Presidant,
plzase visit biips e apvp ravans-usin i, or find us on Facebook, Twitter, and instagram.
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JONATHAN NEZ | PRESIDENT MYRON LIZER | VICE PRESIDENT ”';’rf??ﬁi\\“é
CEM-20-03-11

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMISSION ON EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

DECLARING A PUBLIC HEALTH STATE OF EMERGENCY FOR THE NAVAIO NATION DUE TO THE CONFIRMATION OF THE

CORONAVIRUS DISEASE ("COVID-19”} IN REGICNAL AREAS SURROUNDING THE NAVAJO NATION,

WHEREAS:

.LH

hd

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C., § 881 the Navajo Nation Council established the Commission on Emergency Management,
authorizing 1t to assess, verify, recommend and declare states of emergency with the concurrence of the
President of the Navajo Natlon; and

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C., § 883 (A) and (C) the Commisslon Is empowered to coordinate Immediate emergency and
disaster relief services with Navajo Mation and non-iribal entities in conjunction with the Department of
Emergency Management to recommend and deploy appropriate resources regarding natural and man-made
emergencles; and )

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C., § 884 (8), (2) the Comrnission on Emergency Managemant may seek assistance from
fadaral, state, other tribal governments, and local and private agencies to address emergency and disaster
related situations; and

The nature of the Coronavirus Disease (“COVID-19"} is such that it has spread and increased globally, as
indicated by the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention {“CDC”), the World Health Organization (“WHGQ"), end
other public health organizations within the U.S. and regionally; and

In the U.S. the number of positive and presumptive positive czses have grown, with the rise in COVID-19
confirmed cases In Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, Colorado; and

No confirmed COVID-19 cases have been verified on the Navajo MNation and area Public Health Services are
closcly monitaring the situation; and

The Mavajo Natlon, in coliaboration with varlous entitles such as the U.S. Public Health Services Area Offices
(Albuguerque, Navajo, Phoenix), CDC, state departments of health, NMavajo Nation 638 Tribal Health
Organizations and various other multi-agency groups, have organized an incident command approach to
mitigate COVID-19 transmission on the Navajo Nation; and

In partial response to addressing the spread of COVID-19 on the Navajo Nation, a Navajo Department of Health
(“NDOH") Command Operations Center has been established with an Infrastructuse to maintain situational
awareness, canduct daily communication briefings amonpg NDOH and key collaborative partners and,
disseminate Information to the public; and



.

9.

The Navajo Department of Emergency Management {(NDEM) Emergency Qperation Center (EOC) shali be
activated to support the Navajo Department of Health Comemand Center.

10. Locally, it Is acknowledged and understood that the threat of transmiission of COVID-19 needs to be mitigated to

reduce risk of exposure ta the Navajo People and the resultant consequential public health impacts.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1

(o

The Navzjo Nation Commission on Emergency Management hereby declares a Public Health State of Emergency
for the Navajo Nation due to the confirmation of the Coronavirus Disease {“COVID-19") In reglonal areas
surrounding the Navajo Nation. ’

To address increased concerns of potential public health irnpacts due to risk and exposure to the COVID-19,
especially to our older population, the Mavajo Nation must encourage (ndependent ;espons;bmty and actlon by
the Navajo People in practicing recommended preemptive measures to minimize, prevent and reduce risk of
exposure to and from the COVID-19.

The Navajo Nation population raceivestimely, consistent and correct information needed on the COVID-19 on
preventive measures.against contracting and spread of the virus, signs, symptoms and contacting local hospitals
and dlinics for reporting. .. . e L e e ...

In declaring the Public Health State of Emergency, all Navajo Nation Branches, programs, departments will
comply with and adhere to directives, instructions, and/or policies forthcoming from the Navajo Department of
Health as related to addressing COVID-18.

The needs of the Navajo Nation are to be addressed in a manner o 3s to provide the necessary resources
required to address said Declared Public Health State of Emergency. This includes, but not limited to, resources
of personnel, medical supplies and equipment, monetary funding, and other resources as may be required to
protect the health, safety and welfare of citizens of the Navajo Nation.

CERTIFICATION

) hereby certlfy that the foregoing resolution was duly considared by the Navajo Nation Commission on Emergency
Management at a duly called meeting at Window Rock, Navajo Nation, Arizona, at which a quorum was present and thal
same passed by a vote of _4_approved, _0_opposed, and _0_abstained this _112_ day of March 2020.

Motion by: Dicky Bain

A

Herrp n Shorty, Chalrperséfi
Commtsslon on Emergency Management

Second by: Ben Bennett

CONCURRENCE:.
D T AR, \//@m @g@\/
Jonathan Nez, President Myronﬁzer, Vice Prdsident

THE NAVAIO NATION THE NAVAIO NATION
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JONATHAN NEZ | PRESIDENT MYRON LIZER | VICE PRESIDENT ,"““\\

MEMORANDUM
To: Navajo Nation Elected Leadership. ‘ o
Navajo Nation Employecs D
Navajo Nation Tribal Citizens R v 0
. \2 20N _
FROM: %"’3 ~7 \/ W ¢O T
David Nez, Inﬁic@n Commander o 0??\%@\'.&?\
Health Command Opcrations Center - e S 7
T
RN s
DATE: March 12, 2020 T
RE: Self Monitoring Advisory

On March 11, Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice President Myron Lizer declared a
Public Health State of Emergency for the Navajo Nation in response to the growing spread of the
caronavirus disease 2019 (called “COVID-19" for short), also known as *Diko Nisaaigii-
Néhést'éits’4adah” in the Navajo language. There are no confirmed cases of COVID-19 on the
Navajo Nation; however, the declaration and the Navajo Department of Health — Health
Command Operations Center (HCOC) is taking proactive measures to help ensure the Navajo
Nation's preparedness and the health and well-being of the Navajo people.

COVID-19 is currently spreading in Arizona, Utah, Colorado, and New Mexico, areas within or
close proximity of the Navajo Nation. COVID-19 has shown a high mortality rate (49% among
critical cases) among elders with preexisting conditions in other countries. ! On Navajo, we have
high rates of diabetes, hypertension, and other comorbid conditions among all ages. The spread
of the COVID-19 possesses risks for healthecare workers, Navajo Nation citizens, particularly
Navajo clders and individuals with underlying conditions, including heart discase, lung disease,
cancer, kidney discasc, diabetes, and conditions that suppress the immune system. The Navajo
Nation’s health care capacity to respond to COVID-19 is threatened if precautions are not

considered.

The gonl of the advisory is to prevent and reduce the transmission of COVID-19 in the
community. Therefore, the HCOC is issuing the following self-monitoring advisory.

Nﬁvajo Nation citizens, employees, and clected officials, who recently rcturned from
. COVID-19 hotspot locations? are advised to take precautionary steps to control and prevent
the growing spread of the virus. Due to the fact that COVID-19 is highly transmittable

' JAMA Network. Characteristics of and Important Lessons from the Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Outbreak in China: Summnary of

a RCpcrl of 73 314 Cases from the Chlncsc Center for Discase Contrnl and prevention,
alfillagticle/2362130. Published February a4, 1010. Accessed March a3, 2030.

* A hotspot location follows the CDC Risk Assessment Levels from *limited community spread” which includes states with 1.5 reported
cases to "widespread® which includes 200 or more reported cases.



among individuals with mild to severe symptoms and some with asymptomatic (with little
or no symptoms) infection in communitics across the US, individuals traveling to hotspots
meet the definition of exposure to a communicable disease but not yet symptomatic
(showing symptoms); therefore, we are mandating employees and elccted officials stay
home or self-monitor for a period of approximately (14) fourteen calendar days from the
time they retum to the Navajo Nation. The self-monitor advisory arc precautionary
measures to help protect the public by preventing exposure to people who have or may
" have a contagious discase. The sclf-monitoring advisory will be no longer be in effect after

14 days if the individual is not showing symptoms of COVID-19.

Specifically, Navajo Nation employees, clected officials and citizens must obey the following
guidelines, even if they believe they are not currently infected with COVID-19:

Monitor yourself for COVID-19 symptoms:

If possible, take your temperature twice a day with a thermometer. A fever is typically a
temperature of 100.4°F or higher. 1f you do not have a thermometer, symptoms of illness
may include fecling unusually hot for no reason, having chills, or having the sweals.
Watch for fever, cough, or shortness of breath, Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue
when you cough and sneeze.

Call your health care provider if symptoms worsen. Call ahead beforc you go to your
doctor's office or an emergency room.

Stay home cxcept to get medical care:

STAY HOME: Pcople who are mildly ill with COVID-19 can isolate at home during
their illness. It would be best to restrict activities outside your house, cxcept for getting
nmedical care. )
AVOID PUBLIC AREAS: Do not go to work, school, or public arcas (such as
restaurants, grocery stores, chapter houses, senior centers, or basketball games).

AVOID PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION: Avoid using public transportation.

AVOID VULNERABLE POPULATIONS: Avoid elders, children, and people who have
a scvere chronic medical condition, such as heart disease, diabetes, or lung disease.

Separate yourself from other people and animals in your home:

STAY AWAY FROM OTHERS: As much as possible, you should stay in a specific
room and away from other people in your home. Also, you should use a separate
bathroom, if available.

LIMIT CONTACT WITH PETS, ANIMALS, & LIVESTOCK: You should restrict
contact with pets and other animals while you are sick with COVID-19, just like you
would around other people. Although there have not been reports of pets or other animals
becoming sick with COVID-19, it is still recommended that people infected with
COVID-19 limit contact with animals until morc information is known about the virus.
Have another family member care for your livestock while you are sick. Avoid petting,
snuggling, being kissed or licked, and sharing food with pets. Wear a face mask to kecp
the virus from spreading and wash hands before and after if you interact with your
livestock and pets.



Discontinuing sclf-isolation and self- quarantine:
s STAY AT HOME UNTIL INSTRUCTED TO LEAVE: Paticnts with confirmed
COVID-19 should remain under home isolation precautions until the risk of sccondary

transmission to others is thought 10 be low,

¢ TALK TO YOUR HEALTHCARE PROVIDER: The decision to discontinue home
isolation precautions should be made on a case-by-case.basis, in consultation with
healthcare providers and state and local departments.

For more information regarding self-monitoring, please contact the Health Command Opcerations Center
at (928) 871-7014 or visit http:/Asvww.ndoh.navaio-nsn.eov/COVID-19,

Ce: File/Distribute
Legislative Branch
Judicial Branch
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24™ NAVAJO NATION COUNC
OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER

HONORABLE SETH DAMON

Speaker, 24™ Navajo Nation Council
MEMORANDUM

10: Navajo Nalion Legislative Branch

EROM: ///%7’\ -

sekrsamon, {peckedr

24 NAVAIO NATION COUNCIL

DATE: March 5, 2020

SUBJECT: NAVAJO NATION TRAVEL ADVISORY ~ COVID-19

This memorandum serves as a travel advisory 1o Ihe Novojo Nation Legislative Branch.
Continuity of governmant operalions is vilcl as we continue to monitor the COVID-19
situations. In doing so due diligence will be required when deciding to go on travel for official
business. When approving oflicial travel, risk factors must be considered in order to maintain
the overall health and safely of the Navajo Nation, At this lime, there are no confirmed cases
of COVID-19 on Ihe Navajo Nalion.

In order to reduce the sproad of COVID-19, we ask the Legislative Branch seriously consider
the following:

« Altending meetings/events/iraining by using leleconference calls/videos; rather than
troveling off the Navajo Nation.

« Staying home or working from home, if you experience symptoms such as fever,
coughing. shoringss of breoth, or difficully of breathing.

+ Avoiding direct conlract with people who have symptoms/sickness

s Cleoning/sonilizing your weorkpltace/office roulinely .

If you have shortness of breath or have difficully breathing, please report to your local
physician and/or emergency room.

The Legislative Branch is working with the Execulive and Judicial Branches on monitoring the
COVID-19 situation and will provide updates as needed. For the latest update on the COVID-
19, please visil the CDC website: hitps://www e, gov/coronavirys/2019- v/index.himl

If you have any queslions. pleose contact Legislalive Senior Policy Advisor Asa Washines at
(928) 871-7160. Thank you.

LCGISLATIVE BRANCI
Oftice ofthe Spenker » Post OMice Box 3390 ¢ Window ROCh, Ari20na 86§18 » Ph: (928) §71-7160 v Fav: (928) 871-725%
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OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER
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HONORABLE SETH DAMON
Speaker, 24" Navajo Nation Council
MEMORANDUM

T0: Navajo Nalion Legisialive Branch

FROM: M 7A 1"/ A‘/A/

Seth Damon, 5peaker
24M NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL

DATE: March 12, 2020

SUBJECT: Navajo Natlion Council and Legislative Branch Trave) Restrictions and Remote
Wortk Plan Direclive

This memorandum shall serve as notilicotion of restriclions on Navajo Nation Council
and Legislotive Branch program Irovel as a preemplive measure towards mitigating the
spread of COVID-19 (coronavirus).

Travel for official Legistative Branch business is hereby restricied to on-reservalion
destinations effective immediately, This restriction will affect oll members of the 24th
Navajo Nation Councll, political appointees, and all program employees.

All members of the Legislative Branch returning from cities that report active cases of
COVID-19 are expecled to closely self-monitor their bodies for elevaled temperalures
and flu-like symploms, We would like lo remind all council delegoles ond employees
Ihat the norma! body tempercture for adulls Is generally 98.6°F. We advise anyone
returning from COVID-19 hot zones 1o ovoid contact with elders and o self-quarantine
for a minimum of 14 days on ovidence of coronavirus symptoms.

While we understand the importance of engaging In-person with agency and program
partners at fhe local, state, and federal levels, we are confident this preemptive
measure is in the grealer health Interests of all Legiskalive Branch employees and the
Navajo Nation as a whole.

In addition to this restiction on travel, 1am direcling all program managers to begin

developing a remote work plan [RWP} for thelr respactive departments. The RWP will be

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
Offico of the Spcakor = Fost Office Box 3390 « window Rock, ArlZona B6S1S » Ph:(928) B71.7160 » Fax (228) 8717255




instrumental to the continuation of essentiol Legislative Branch services in the event thal
closing Legislative Branch progrom offices becomes necessory to protect public heallh.
Preliminary draft RWPs will be due by the close-of-business on Friday, March 13, 2020.

During Ihis restriction, Otfice of the Speaker Informaotion Technology (IT) staff will be cble
to assist programs with tele- and videoconferencing selup. They will also be avaoilable to
facilitale Microsolt Sharepoint access to enoble onling colloboration for programs,
should the need crise.

Your complionce with this notice and the direclive (for progrom managers) is expected
and apprecialed in the inlerest of reducing the overoll likellhood of exposure to COVID-
19. This restriction will remain in ploce until lurther nofice. Exceptions may be granted on
o case-by-case basis il and only if fravelis not 1o o locole with reported coses and if o
suilable alternative means of communication does not exist for the official business
being conducted.

Please coll or email Chief of Staff LaShowna Tso if you have questions regording this
memorandum at (928) 871-7160 or lrdso@naoveoio-nsn.gov. Thank you.

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

OfTice of the Speaker « Poyt Office Box 2390 « Window Rock, Arlzona 8651S « Ph: (928) 871.7160 » Fax (928) 8717255
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24™ NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL
OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER

HONORABLE SETH DAMON

Speaker, 24 Navajo Nation Council
MEMORANDUM

TO: LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

FROM:

COUNCIL

DATE: " "-MARCH’ ]8 20]9

SUBJECT: LEGISLATIVE-BRANCH - CLOSURE

This memorandum serves as nofification that there has been a reduction in services for
all Legislative Branch programs. Programs under the Legislative Branch will be closed
effective March 19, 2020 until further notice. Under.the authority granted me under 2
N.N.C;:§285(B)12), all supervisors aré directed to close public access to office buildings
and fo Initiate remote worklng procedures for all employees. Notification will be provided
whenfégulériservices will resume.

All regular andtemporary: employees shallbe paid ulilizing’ ‘administrative leave with pay
(Navajo Nattonr.Pérsonnel Paliciés Manual, X. LEAVE ADMINISTRATION, 8. Paid teave, 3.
Administrafive Leave).

Offices are to be closed and signs posted on all doors explaining that buildings are closed
until further notice, Informiation pen‘cming to contact information will be posted on all
entrances and voice messbges are'to-be altered to: reflectihese changes.

This is a necessary measure $o preven! the spread of<coronavirus [COVID-19). All
legisiative branch staff are highly:encouraged:to yremaih home and to reduce or
eliminale personol ravel unless vildl ond necessary.

Guidance on COVID-19 symptoms and cautionary information is available at the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention website: www.cdc.gov.

If employees feel they are experiencing flu or COVID-19 symptoms, we recommend
calling ahead to a health care center before armiving on site at the facility.

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
Office of the Speaker » Post Office Box 3390 » Window Rock, Arizona 86515 ¢ Ph: (928) 87 1.7 160 » Fax: (928) 871-7255

—



For reference, the following is a list of contact numbers for local Navajo Nation health
care facilities:

Chinle Comprehensive Health Care Facility: (928) 674-7001/7688
Crownpoint Health Care Facility: [{505) 786-5291/6381
Fort Defionce Indian Hospital Board: (928) 729-8000
Gallup Indian Medical Center: {505) 722-1000

Sage Memorial Hospital: (928) 755-4500 :
Kayenta Health Center: {928} 697-4000

Northern Navajo Medical Center: (505) 368-6001

Tuba City Regional Health Care Center: (866) 976-5941
Utah Navajo Health System: {866) 976-5%941

Winslow Indian Health Care Center: {928):289-4646
New Mexico Coronavirus Holline: {855) 600-3453

e & o © @& ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o

All questions and correspondence.may be directed.fo Legislative Branch Chief of Staff
LaShawna Tso at Ifso@nayajo-nsn.gov or (928) 871-7160.

Cc: 24"Navajo Nation Councll
Executive Branch
Judicial'Branch

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
Office of the Speaker » Post Office Box 3390 » Window Rock, Arizona 86515 » Ph; (928) 871-7160 » Fax: (928) 871-7285

_
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Fﬁ? OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER

HONORABLE SETH DAMON

Speaker, 24" Navajo Nation Council

MEMORANDUM

TO: LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
24TH NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL

FROM: = —
MDEW??#
24TH NAVA IO NAFIGN COUNCIL
DATE: MAY 13, 2020

SUBJECT:  LEGISLATIVE BRANCH CONTINUANCE OF CLOSURE

This memorandum serves as official notification that all Navajo Nation Legislative
Branch programs are directed to continue operating under reduced services until
further notice. This is a necessary measure to ensures the spread of coronavirus
(COVID-19).

All Legislative Branch staff are highly encouraged to remain home and fo reduce,
or eliminate, personal travel unless vital.and necessary.

Per 2 N.N,C. §285(B)(2). all' Legislative Branch program directors are directed to:

1. Continue 1he_‘clos'ure of public access to program office building;
2. Continue executing remote work plans {(RWPs) for all program stoff.

Further, all regular and temp'o'ror'y employees shall be paid utilizing administrative
leave with pay., see Navajo Nation Personnel Policies Manual, "leave
Administration” (B)(3) (http://www.dpm.navajo-nsn.gov/ppm_secx.html).

Offices are to remain closed and signs posted on all doors providing notice to the
general public of closures until further notice under the Navajo Nation State of
Emergency for COVID-19. This directive shall be considered a continuance of the .
ongoing reduction in services for Legislative Branch programs.

Additionally, please be advised that the Office of the Speaker will be issuing further
guidance on recalling employees to work, or the Reintegration Plan. This will be
guidance issued only when it is deemed safe for employees to work and certain
steps are taken. More information will follow.,

LEGISLATIVEBRANCH
Office of the Speaker « Past Office Box 3390 « Window Rock, Arizans 86515 « Ph: (928) 871-7160 » Fax: (928) R71-7255



Guidance on COVID-19 symptoms and cautionary information is available at the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website: www.cdc.gov. If employees
feel they are experiencing fiu or COVID-19 symptoms, we recommend calling
ahead to a heaith care center before arriving on site at the facility.

For reference, the following is a list of contact numbers for local Navajo Nation
health care facilities: ‘

Chinle Comprehensive Health Care Facility: (928) 674-7001/7488
Crownpoint Health Care Facility; (505) 786-5291/6381
Fort Defiance Indian Hospital Board: (928) 729-8000
Gdllup Indian Medical Center; (505) 722-1000

Sage Memorial Hospital: {928) 755-4500

Kayenta Health Center: (928) 697-4000

Northern Navajo Medical Center: [505) 368-6001

Tuba City Regional Health Care Center: (866) 976-5941
Utah Navajo Health System: (866) 976-5941

Winslow Indian Health Care Center: (928) 289-4646
New Mexico Coronavirus Hotline: (855) 600-3453

Any questions and correspondence may be directed to Legislative Branch Chief
of Staff LaShawna Tso at Irtso@navajo-nsn.gov or (228) 871-7160.

LEGISLATIVL BRANCH
Office of the Speaker« Post Office Box 3390 « Window Rock, Arizonia 868 (5« Ph: (928) 87 1-7 160 « Fax: (92¥) R71-7255
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Legislation 0125-20: Relating to PASSED

Amd# to Amdi#

MOT Wauneka, E
SEC Freeland, M

Yeas : 14

Yea: 14

Begay, E
Begay, K
Begay, P
Freeland, M

Nay: 0

Excused : 7

Brown
Charles-Newton

Not Voting : 2

Crotty

Nays

Halona, P
Henio, J
Nez, R
Slater, C

Daniels

James, V

Tso, D

Presiding Speaker: Damon

an Emergency; Amending CMA-04-20
to Extend the Authorization for
NNC and Standing Committees..

: 0 Excused : 7 Not Voting : 2
Smith Walker, T
Stewart, W Wauneka, E
Tso Yellowhair
Tso, C Yazzie
Tso, E
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CEM-23-06-15

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMISSION ON EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

DECLARING THE DEACTIVATION OF THE MARCH 11, 2020 PUBLIC HEALTH STATE OF EMERGENCY FOR THE NAVAIO
NATION (CEM-20-03-11) DUE TO SIGNIFICANT DECREASES IN TRENDS OF THE CORONAVIRUS DISEASE (“COVID-19")

ON THE NAVAJO NATION.

WHEREAS:

1.

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C., § 881 the Navajo Nation Council established the Commission on Emergency Management,
authorizing it to assess, verify, recommend and declare states of emergency with the concurrence of the
President of the Navajo Nation; and

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C., § 883 (A) and (C) the Commission is empowered to coordinate immediate emergency and
disaster relief services with Navajo Nation and non-tribal entities in conjunction with the Department of

Emergency Management to recommend and deploy appropriate resources regarding natural and man-made
emergencies; and

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C,, § 884 (B), (2) the Commission on Emergency Management may seek assistance from

federal, state, other tribal governments, and local and private agencies to address emergency and disaster
related situations; and

On March 11, 2020, a public health state of emergency was declared for the Navajo Nation (CEM-20-03-11) due
to extensive impacts and increase in laboratory test confirmed cases of SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) disease which
had spread locally, regionally, and globally; and

Current COVID-19 trends, derived through disease surveillance and reporting by the Navajo Nation Department
of Health (NNDOH) indicate the Navajo Nation is no longer in the critical, emergency pandemic stage compared
to the height of the pandemic in 2020-2021, and with hospital bed occupancy and hospital admission rates now
considered to be at low risk; and

On May 11, 2023, the federal Public Health Emergency for COVID-19, announced under Section 319 of the Public
Health Service (PHS) Act, expired in response to significantly declining trends in COVID-19 cases; and

During March 2023, the States of New Mexico, Arizona, and Utah also terminated, or allowed to expire, their
respective emergency declarations related to COVID-19, citing that COVID-19 was no longer of severity and
magnitude to continue emergency declarations; and

The Navajo Nation Department of Health is positioned to continue monitoring COVID-19, and has established
partnerships with organizations such as the CDC, NAIHS, states departments of health, tribal health
organizations, John Hopkins Center for Indigenous Health, and other partners, including maintaining a COVID-19
Team, to implement measures such as prevention and control strategies as on-going public health priorities; and

Itis acknowledged that while COVID-19 is still a public health priortty, the Navajo Nation has mitigation and
prevention strategies in place, and the Navajo Nation will also align with nation-wide efforts to transition away

from emergency phase and continue to build capacity by strengthening partnerships in addressing future
infectious disease outbreaks.




NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1.

The Navajo Nation Commission on Emergency Management hereby declares the deactivation of the March 11,
2020 Public Health Emergency for the Navajo Nation (CEM-20-03-11) due to significant decreases in trends of
the COVID-19 disease on the Navajo Nation.

Continue monitoring and examining the on-going public health needs of the Navajo Nation by better
understanding and addressing health-related impacts such as providing health care, disabilities due to long
COVID, mental health, and working to mitigate the impacts.

All Navajo Nation Branches, departments, programs, will continue to comply with and adhere to directives,
instructions, and/or policies forthcoming from the Navajo Nation Department of Health as related to continuing
efforts in addressing COVID.

Continue to address the needs of the Navajo Nation in a manner to provide the necessary resources to protect
the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the Navajo Nation through acquisition of additional personnel,
medical supplies, equipment, monetary funding, and other sources.

Maintain the momentum achieved in pandemic preparedness planning, and continue to utilize public education
outreach to maintain public knowledge of risk and exposure to COVID-19, particularly for the Navajo Nation’s
vulnerable population (elderly and immunocompromised), encourage independent responsibility and action in
practicing mitigation measures.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered by the Navajo Nation Commission on Emergency
Management at a duly called meeting at Window Rock, Navajo Nation, Arizona, at which a quorum was present and that
same passed by a vote of 3__approved, _0 opposed, and 0_ abstained this 15® day of June 2023.

A St

Hernfan Shorty, Chairpersor(
Commission on Emergency Management

Motion by: Ben Bennett
Second by: Eugenia Quintana

Buu Nygren, President
THE NAVAJO NATION

Richelle Montoya, Vice President
THE NAVAJO NATION



Honorable Crystalyne Curley
Speaker
25" Navajo Nation Council

Office of Legislative Counsel
Telephone: (928) 871-7166
Fax # (928) 871-7576

MEMORANDUM

To : Hon. Amber Kanazbah Crotty
25™ Navajo Nation Council

W T

Dana Bobroff, Chief Legislative Counsel
Office of Legislative Counsel

Date July 6, 2023

Re : AN ACT RELATING TO THE LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE,
NAABIK’IYATI’ COMMITTEE, AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL;
AMENDING TITLE 2 OF THE NAVAJO NATION CODE TO CODIFY
VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE BY COUNCIL DELEGATES AT STANDING
COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL
SESSIONS
As requested, I have prepared the above-referenced proposed resolution and associated legislative
summary sheet pursuant to your request for legislative drafting. The resolution drafted is legally
sufficient, although, as with all legislation, challenges are possible in the courts. You are advised
and encouraged to review the proposed resolution to ensure that it is drafted to your satisfaction.
If you are satisfied with the proposed resolution, please sign it as "sponsor" and submit it to the
Office of Legislative Services where it will be given a tracking number and sent to the Office of

the Speaker for assignment. As you may be aware, the Speaker is authorized to refer this proposed

resolution to other committees than those stated in the title.

If the proposed resolution is unacceptable to you, please contact me at the Office of Legislative

Counsel and advise me of the changes you would like made to the proposed resolution. Ahéhee’.

OLC No. 23-232-1

Office of Legislative Counsel / The Legislative Branch / Post Qffice Box 3390 / Window Rock, Arizona /86515



THE NAVAJO NATION
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW PUBLICATION

LEGISLATION NO: _0147-23__ SPONSOR: Amber Kanazbah Crotty

TITLE: An Act Relating to the Law and Order Committee, Naabik’ivati’
Committee, and the Navajo Nation Council: Amending Title 2 of the Navajo Nation
Code to Codify Virtual Attendance by Council Delegates at Standing Committee
Meetings and Navajo Nation Council Sessions

Date posted: _July 06, 2023 at 9:35PM

Digital comments may be e-mailed to comments@navajo-nsn.gov

Written comments may be mailed to:

Executive Director
Office of Legislative Services
P.O. Box 3390
Window Rock, AZ 86515
(928) 871-7586

Comments may be made in the form of chapter resolutions, letters,
position papers, etc. Please include your name, position title, address
for written comments; a valid e-mail address is required. Anonymous
comments will not be included in the Legislation packet.

Please note: This digital copy is being provided for the benefit of the Navajo Nation
chapters and public use. Any political use is prohibited. All written comments received
become the property of the Navajo Nation and will be forwarded to the assigned Navajo
Nation Council standing committee(s) and/or the Navajo Nation Council for review. Any
tampering with public records are punishable by Navajo Nation law pursuant to 17

N.N.C. §374 et. seq.



1%t Report

THE NAVAJO NATION
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH .
INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY

LEGISLATION NO.: 0147-23

SPONSOR: Honorable Amber Kanazbah Crotty

TITLE: An Act Relating to the Law and Order Committee, Naabik’ivati’

Committee, and the Navajo Nation Council; Amending Title 2 of the Navajo

Nation Code to Codify Virtual Attendance by Council Delegates at Standing

Committee Meetings and Navajo Nation Council Sessions

Posted: July 06,2023 at 9:35 PM

5 DAY Comment Period Ended:_July 12, 2023

Digital Comments received:

Comments Supporting

None

Comments Opposing

AR S e

Doris Benallie
Jas John o
Tony Francisco~
Laura Franklin =~
Rose Charlie

Leonardra McReeves

Comments/Recommendations

N=

Tino Redsteer
Doreen Rehbock

A Sk T

Legislative Secretary II
Office of Legislative Services

July 12, 2023; 8:42 AM

Date/Time

Page 1 of 1




Mail - comments@navajo-nsn.gov https://webmail.navajo-nsn.gov/owa/#path=/mail

Memo dated 7/10/23 return to in person meetings

Doris Benallie <dsbenallie@yahoo.com>

Mon 7/10/2023 2:08 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Our Honorable Navajo Nation President, Dr. Nygren: Please insist to all Officials to return to meetings in person meetings asap. Some
Chapter Official are holding Tribal positions in Window Rock, Az., taking advantage of their pay coming from chapter meetings an being on
payroli, double dipping since the Pandemic started, please audit your Tribal Personnel, with them in teleconference to their Chapters. Also
some Chapter Officials live away from their community they represent, purposely avoiding the travel back to their hometown. Please
change Election policy, candidate must live in their presiding community they represent, a must, without their illegal documentation. Also
include that all Tribal Personnel must not become an Elected official nor a Committee appointed, because for a fact, some must perform
they position description eight hours a day shift, not perform their elected or committee official position. My Tohatchi Chapter Vice
President Halona is an example, always voicing he can see project though with his tribal Management position, when he attended Ethics
training when first elected he never followed. Some falsified doctors statements to be doing teleconference. Our chapter claims, Tohatchi
has college students wanting to attend online, of my years since my Civil Service retirement in 2005, never..ever witness one college student
to do nor request. Thank you Honorable President hearing my comments, also PLEASE CONTINUE DOING THE AWESOME JOB YOU ARE
DOING, YOU HAVE MY FAMILY PRAYERS DAILY FOR YOUR VICE MONTOYA TOO. GOD BLESS OUR NAVAJO NATION. £ /A

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

7/12/2023, 8:15 AM
lofl -




Mail - comments@navajo-nsn.gov https://webmail.navajo-nsn.gov/owa/#path=/mail

Untitled

jas <j_johns2002@yahoo.com>

Wed 7/12/2023 8:16 AM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

I am in disagreement with Eugenia request on having council delegates to attend thru zoom n phone. | believe they get paid enough to
attend these meetings. They need to pay attention in every meeting not to sleep, not to be on their phone, AND MUCH more. this should

be a norm for the sake of their ppl.
Navajo nation pp! should be the only one to be on zoom and phone call in because of the distance to window rock.

Come on be real forbus and solve some issues. YDL

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

7/12/2023, 8:19 AM
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Public comment

Tony Francisco <tffrancisco@icloud.com>

Tue 7/11/2023 2:50 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Please NO on the virtual attendance. All members are paid to show up in-person to do work for the people.
We expect this, especially when the infrastructure for 4G isn't in place on the NAVAJO NATION, as a whole.
£ WalkiINBeauty &

Sincerely,

TONY F FRANCISCO

505.870.5799

WalkINBeauty
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

7/12/2023, 8:13 AM
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Legislation 0147-23

Laura Franklin <laura.franklin10@gmail.com>

Wed 7/12/2023 8:16 AM

To.comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

| am opposed to this legislation amending Title 2 of the Navajo Nation Code to Codify Virtual Attendance by Council Delegates at Standing
Committee Meetings and Navajo Nation Council Sessions.

Due to the fact that some delegates are not focused when they are on call-ins or zoom sessions. These meetings are during voting and are
important that they all pay attention and focus on what legislation is being passed.

Thank you,
Laura Franklin
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

7/12/2023, 8:19 AM
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Untitled

Rose Charlie <charlierosem3@gmail.com>

Tue 7/11/2023 2:50 PM

Toicomments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Council delegates need to be subject to in person meeting. They've been on vacation too long during covid restrictions.
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

7/12/2023, 8:12 AM
tof1 X



Mail - comments@navajo-nsn.gov https://webmail.navajo-nsn.gov/owa/#path=/mail

0147-23

Leonardra McReeves <mcreevesl07@gmail.com>

Wed 7/12/2023 8:16 AM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Hello,

| am from Tohatchi Chapter and | am not in support of this legislation by Delegate Crotty.

Thank you.
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

7/12/2023, 8:18 AM
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Legislation #0147-23.

Tino Redsteer <tinoredsteer@gmail.com>

Tue 7/11/2023 11:08 AM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

This legislation only covers one part of codifying virtual attendance by CD'S at standing committee and council sessions.

Livestreams of ALL NNGOV and NNCOUNCIL deliberations ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL NNGOV/NNCOUNCIL ACTIVITIES.

Compare 24th NNCOUNCIL transparency and accountability efforts of livestreams and available recordings to the ABSENT livestreams and
recordings 25th NNCOUNCIL. You will find that there is NO COMPARISON since Speaker Curley and ALL CD'S REFUSE TO PROVIDE
transparency and accountability as the foremost value to run a public entity.

This legislation fails to address the overriding need for TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY.

Waste of time and Dine’ bi beso.
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

7/12/2023, 8:14 AM
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Legislation Comments no. 0147-23

Doreen Rehbock <doreenrehbock@gmail.com>

Tue 7/11/2023 2:50 PM

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>;

Cc:Doreen Rehbock <doreenrehbock@gmail.com>;

The Legislation 0147-23 in my opinion is based on more convenience for Council Delegates and not so much for the real reason for Health
and Wellness. Nevertheless, | find the Legislation to be more of a mechanism for convenience for traveling and usage of funds as gas is at
an all time high via "The Recession." We can acknowledge the Health and Wellness of the Council and the collective difference in age
among the Council and or immune compromises that may exist. As a voting member for the Navajo Nation | do support the continued
use of Virtual and Teleconferencing to continue, BUT! Not just for Council Delegates Privileges... The entire Navajo Nation Government and
its affiliates at the Chapter Houses and Grassroots Levels all need to be able to conduct their businesses with the usage of Virtual and/Or
Telecommunication. Based on the Covid-19 ongoing and everlasting existence, The 110 Chapter Communities and Chapters should be
allowed to continue the same technical conduct that the Council Delegates want embedded into their governmental technological usage. It
is unfair and inconsiderate for the Council Delegates to impose safety precautions for themselves and NOT! for the Navajo People and
Voters first and foremost. Our Navajo Citizens are to come first, especially when it involves the Safety of the Health and Wellness standards
of all its Citizens of the Navajo Nation. ’

Sec. D; of the Legislation stated that the Council Delegates said ‘Virtual Meetings enabled them to advocate for their communities at
Council and Standing Committees, as well as provide enhanced transparency to the public." | myself do not see how Virtual meetings help
display Transparency? | do not believe the Virtual meetings helped the Council Delegates, but that it indeed helped the community tribal
voter members the opportunity to attend Chapter Meetings to voice their opinions and concerns that were THEN, relayed to the Council
Delegates when they themselves could either teleconference or Virtually attend Chapter Meetings because virtual communication allows for
less travel time and enables the Council Delegate to attend more meetings and meet more of their own work agendas without
compromising averlapped or double booked meetings or agendas, this is more of an convince for the Delegates to utilize virtual meetings
and gives them more opportunity to juggle multiple agendas at the pleasure of an office or home office.

* Meetings for the 110 Chapter Communities need to also be continued and not just for the privilege usage of the Council Delegates, the
participation of virtual meetings per Chapters is what enables the information and or data to be shared with Delegates at all meetings and
sub committees. It gives the opportunities for the Tribal Community members to voice their concerns, ideas and suggestions to the
Delegates without compromising the Health and Welfare of both parties involved by means of Livestream/google.meet and,or
telecommunication.

Virtual and telecommunications usage throughout the Navajo Nation Chapter Communities, would and could offer more Transparency,
Government Communication Information announcements and the Right to be more actively involved in the voters Chapter and or Navajo
Nation Government Elections and Legislation Comment or Open quorum. The Navajo Nation is constantly stating that it wants to move
forward in the advancement of technology use, Then why does the Navajo Nation Council only want their department or Council to be the
only ones utilizing Virtual and telecommunication usage? Council Delegates seem to voice that they are for the communities and they want
to provide opportunities to their communities, But wouldn't that include the usage of Technology for the community and all of its citizens
and enrolled members. Why would the Navajo Nation Delegates only want to provide themselves the opportunity to utilize the benefits of
virtual technology, All Navajo people should be provided the same opportunity to keep themselves, Elders, Veterans, Handicapped and
Autoimmune public safe, the Council Delegates need to impose Health and Wellness standards for all the Nation and not just for
themselves. | suggest the 25th Navajo Council Delegates reconsider their Legislation, and repeal or kill the bill and rewrite a new legislation
that will benefit all Navajo Nation Government Meetings that include Chapter Virtual meetings.

Compensation of Council Delegates: Too many times in the past have we the Voters, noted Council members being absent or late,
Accountability needs to be implemented just like any other job, Accountability to arrive on time! Holding accountability if a Council Member
did not attend a meeting for the required amount of time that meets the requirements of attaining payroll.

Meeting the Standards of policy and procedures to continued absences or late arrivals to meetings needs to be implemented as well as
coaching and monitoring. If continued absences occur or the Delegate continues to show disregard for not being ontime, They need to be
reprimanded and or be held to some type of plan of action. Delegates are voted to an elected position to work for the people and are
elected on the basis of good conduct to represent our communities and Nation and therefore should hold the highest of regard and
etiquette to our Navajo Nation Standards and Policies and Procedures as they receive compensation by form of payroll.

And with that, An increase of wage should be permitted with the consideration of the current economic recession and driven

lof2 @ . 7/12/2023, 8:13 AM
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petroleum increases. Too long has the Navajo Nation wage been at an all time low. Wage increase across the board needs to be conducted
especially for those that work as "boots on the ground work environment”, but with wage increase, the Navajo Nation needs to affirm a way
of Revenue for the future, especially once ARPA funds are diminished and depleted. But with an increase of wage, comes the commitment
of holding the Elected Delegates Accountable to his/her position.

| hope the 25th Council Delegates understand the fairness that needs to include our other Government establishments and recognizes the
Health and Welfare of all participants that involve our Diné Citizens, again whether at Council meetings, Chamber meetings, OPVP meetings
and all levels of Navajo Nation Government affiliates, the proposal should include all of the Navajo Nation Health and Welfare and not just
their own, [ think this legislation needs to have further ammendments or needs further constructing to include other Navajo Nation
Government Affiliates such as Chapter Houses as well as those govenment buildings that may employ immune comprable people or
employees to also utilize virtual and teleconfrencing hybrid meetings.

Thank you,

Doreen Rehbock

Low Mountain.

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

7/12/2023, 8:13 AM
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THE NAVAJO NATION
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY
LEGISLATION NO.: 0147-23

SPONSOR: Honorable Amber Kanazbhah Crotty

TITLE: An_Act Relating to the Law_and Order Committee, Naabik’iyati’
Committee, and the Navajo Nation Council; Amending Title 2 of the Navajo
Nation Code to Codify Virtual Attendance by Council Delegates at Standing
Committee Meetings and Navajo Nation Council Sessions

Posted: July 06,2023 at 9:35 PM

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: July 12, 2023

Digital Comments received:

Comments Supporting None

Comments Opposing 1. Carolene Bitsui

2. Debbie Begay
3. Shirley Barney

Comments/Recommendations None

Ao

Legislative Secretary II
Office of Legislative Services

July 13, 2023: 9:00 AM
Date/Time
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Legislation 0147-23. ~Red~

() Lene Bitsui <lenebitsui@gmail.com> 9 Replyall | v
(Y Yesterday, 12:57 PM
comments ¥

Inbox
Ya'at'ééh.

My name is Carolene Bitsui. | am an Enrolled Member of the Navajo Nation. | am a Registered Voter with
Kayenta Chapter.

I do NOT support Legislation 0147-23.

Reasons:

[ Audio always breaks up when a Delegate speaks.

[ Delegates are distracted when listening-in on important Legislations & Topics during Naabik'iyati &
Council.

[ Votes are made by Delegates without knowing what's being voted on when they're calling in.
Delegates constantly repeat the phrase:

"l couldn't hear you"

"What are we voting on?"

"I'm attending another meeting, so | didn't hear the motion"”

"l got kicked off, | didn't hear you”

[ [IDUE TO ALL THESE DELAYS, THESE MEETINGS RUN TWICE AS LONG. THEREFORE, CAUSE DELAYS
BECAUSE OF QUESTIONS IN VOTING, REPEATED EXPLANATIONS OF LEGISLATION'S, THEN CAUSING
STAFF TO DRIVE HOME LATE DUE TO EXTENDED HOURS OF COUNCIL MEETINGS AND MAKING IT
UNSAFE FOR THEM TO DRIVE LATE OR IN WINTRY ROAD CONDITIONS OR RAIN OR SLEET.

Lastly, every Delegate is voting on behalf of 400,000+ Enrolled Diné. 100% attention should be made
during Naabik'iyati, Council, Committee meetings & Subcommittee meetings. By being there in-person.
Our People deserve no less.

Thank you,

Carolene Bitsui
Lenebitsui@gmail.com

~a Happy & Hézho Diné Asdzaan~

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.
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() Debbie Begay <dbegay@usc.edu> & Replyall |v

(::'} Yesterday, 2:08 PM

comments ¥

Inbox

Greetings,

I am a registered voter of Sanostee, NM. | would like to express strong opposition regarding Legislation
No. 0147-23 (An Act Relating to the Law and Order Committee, Naabik'iy4ti’ Committee, and the Navajo
Nation Council; Amending Title 2 of the Navajo Nation Code to Codify Virtual Attendance by Council
Delegates at Standing Committee Meetings and Navajo Nation Council Sessions). My opposition details
include:

» Council delegates are not fully engaged when they participate in virtual meetings. Business
conducted has been repeated, stalled, and delayed.

e Having virtual meetings has slowed down the progress of meetings. When voting on legislation,
voting has to be conducted a few rounds to try to capture all votes.

» And per the Speaker, COVID restrictions have been lifted and should apply to the Council Delegates
to provide in person services. They were in fact voted in by the Navajo people.

e Often technical issues have been experienced throughout the meeting. This also hinders the
progress of the meetings.

In summary, virtual meetings are not beneficial for how business is conducted for the Navajo Nation on
behalf of the Council Delegates. It only has hindered the effectiveness, progress and accountability of the

council delegates.

If | may add, Section Two Findings, section F in the legislation does not make sense. | am sure many
others including myself do not support this legislation. So we do not deem it "in the best interest of the
Navajo Nation and Dine people..." This statement should be updated to indicate that this is the preferred
method of the Council Delegates only and not the Dine people.

Thank you,

Debbie Begay
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.
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Shirley Barney <barneyshirley91@yahoo.com> S Replyall | v
Today, 7:52 AM

hA

comments ¥

Inbox

Opposing Navajo Nation Council to continue virtual calling in meetings. As a leader you have to travel to
meetings for your communities and represent all 110 chapters. During the months of council delegates
virtual meetings. As | listen to some meetings, there were delegates sitting in their favorite chair, driving
& hitting no service zones and coming back on until the meeting is almost over then its like "can you
hear me now" or "I drop my phone" (yah da la). Dont they know there is a law, no texting or calling while
driving. Therefore, if delegates can make it to other meeting/events they need to come back to the
Council Chambers and do their official busines. Not fair for everyone that return to their offices. So to all
delegates who are still calling in, put your mask on and return to Window Rock to do official Navajo
Nation Business. You were elected as leaders, shouldn't be scared!!

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.

jecti 1/2
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THE NAVAJO NATION
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY
LEGISLATION NO.: 0147-23

SPONSOR: Honorable Amber Kanazbah Crotty

TITLE: An_Act Relating to the Law and Order Committee, Naabik’ivati’
Committee, and the Navajo Nation Council; Amending Title 2 of the Navajo
Nation Code to Codify Virtual Attendance by Council Delegates at Standing
Committee Meetings and Navajo Nation Council Sessions

Posted: July 06,2023 at 9:35 PM

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: July 12,2023

Digital Comments received:

Comments Supporting None

Comments Opposing 1. Claire Alvarez

Comments/Recommendations None

Aen o>

Legislative Secretary II
Officeof Legislative Services

July 17, 2023; 8:40 AM
Date/Time
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Claire Alvarez <Claire_Alv@msn.com> O Replyall | v

(:Q:) Fri 7/14, 10:15 AM

comments ¥

Inbox

Regarding the above legislation and comment period. | am writing to express dissatisfaction and am
against said legislation for virtually held meetings by delegates.

| feel, as chapter officials, business regarding Navajo Nation should be conducted in person. The only
virtual sessions should be for the voters to listen and comment in such meetings/sessions.

As a voting member from the Fort Defiance chapter, | feel strongly about this and pray our voices are
heard by our elected officials.

Thank you so much,
Claire Alvarez

Fort Defiance voting member

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

Get Outlook for Android
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.
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LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE
25T NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL

FIRST YEAR 2023

COMMITTEE REPORT

Ms. Speaker,
The LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE to whom has been assigned:
Legislation No. 0147-23: An Act Relating to the Law and Order Committee, Naabik’iyati’
Committee, and the Navajo Nation Council; Amending Title 2 of the Navajo Nation Code to
Codify Virtual Attendance by Council Delegates at Standing Committee Meetings and Navajo
Nation Council Session — Sponsor: Honorable Amber Kanazbah Crotty/Honorable Otto Tso
Has had it under consideration and reports a DO PASS with no amendment.

And thereafter the legislation was referred to Naabik’iyati’ Committee.

Respectfully submitted,

Eugenia Charles-Newton, Chairwoman
Law and Order Committee
25™ Navajo Nation Council

Date: July 12, 2023

Main Motion:
Motion : Honorable Herman M. Daniels, Jr.
Second : Honorable Cherilyn Yazzie

Vote ¢ 3-0-2



LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE

Special Mecting
July 12,2023

Legislation No. 0147-23: An Act Relating to the Law and Order Committee, Naabik’iyati’
Committee, and the Navajo Nation Council; Amending Title 2 of the Navajo Nation Code to
Codify Virtual Attendance by Council Delegates at Standing Committee Meetings and Navajo
Nation Council Session — Sponsor: Honorable Amber Kanazbah Crotty/Honorable Otto Tso

VOTE TALLY SHEET:

Main Motion:

Motion: Honorable Herman M. Daniels, Jr.

Second: Honorable Cherilyn Yazzie

Vote: 3-0-2

Yea: Hon. Cherilyn Yazzie, Hon. Herman M. Daniels, Jr., Hon. Nathan Notah
Nay: None

Not Voting: Hon. Eugenia Charles-Newton, Chairwoman

Excused: Hon. Steven Arviso

Absent: None

Eugenia Charles-Newton, Chairwoman
Law and Order Committee
25" Navajo Nation Council

glmwn cg,awww
Laureen Spencer! Legislative Advisor

Office of Legislative Services




25" NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL
NAABIK IYATI’ COMMITTEE REPORT
First Year 2023

The NAABIK'IYATI’ COMMITTEE to whom has been assigned:
NAVAJO LEGISLATIVE BILL #0147-23

An Act Relating to the Law and Order Committee, Naabik'iyati’ Committees and the
Navajo Nation Council; Amending Title 2 of the Navajo Nation Code to Codify Virtual
Attendance by Council Delegates at Standing Committee Meetings and Navajo Nation
Council Sessions

Sponsored by: Honorable Amber Kanazbah Crotty
Co-Sponsored by: Honorable Otto Tso

Has had it under consideration and reports the same that the legislation FAILED AND
REFERRED TO THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL.

Respectfully Submitted,

Honorable Crystalyne Curley, Chairperson
NAABIK'IYATI COMMITTEE

13 July 2023

MAIN MOTION

Motioned by: Honorable Germaine Simonson

Seconded by: Honorable Lomardo Aseret

Vote: 7 In Favor, 10 Opposed (Chairperson Crystalyne Curley Not Voting)

Page 1of1
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Amd# to Amd#

MOT Simonson, G
SEC Aseret, L

Yeas : 7

Yea:7

Aseret, L
Crotty, A

Nay : 10

Begay, N
Charles-Newton, E
Damon, S

Excused : 5

Begay, H
Claw, S

Not Voting : 1

Arviso, S

Naa'bik'iyati' Committee Regular Meeting

NAVAJO NATION

New Business: Iltem E.
Legislation 0147-23: Amending

Title 2 of the Navajo Nation

Code to Codify Virtual Attend...

Nays : 10

Daniels, H
James, V

Johnson, C
Nez, A
Notah, N

Jesus, B

Presiding Speaker: Curley, C

Excused : 5

Nez, R
Simonson, G

Parrish, S
Slater, C

Simpson, D

7/13/2023
04:14:37 PM

FAILED

Not Voting : 1

Yazzie, C

Tolth, G
Yanito, C

Tso, O



25" NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL
ACTION REPORT
First Year 2023

The NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL to whom has been assigned:
NAVAJO LEGISLATIVE BILL #0147-23

An Act Relating to the Law and Order Committee, Naabik'iyati' Committee, and the Navajo
Nation Council; Amending Title 2 of the Navajo Nation Code to Codify Virtual Attendance
by Council Delegates at Standing Committee Meetings and Navajo Nation Council
Sessions

Sponsored by: Honorable Amber Kanazbah Crotty
Co-Sponsored by: Honorable Otto Tso

Has had it under consideration and reports the same that the legislation FAILED
(LEGISLATION DID NOT RECEIVE THE REQUIRED 16 IN FAVOR VOTES).

Respectfully Submitted,

Honorable Crys Tley, Speaker

25" NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL

20 July 2023

MAIN MOTION

Motioned by: Honorable Casey A. Johnson

Seconded by: Honorable Lomardo Aseret

Vote: 07 in Favor, 15 Opposed (Speaker Curley Not Voting)

CEASE DEBATE

Motion to Cease Debate on Legislation 0147-23

Motioned by: Honorable Vince R. James

Seconded by: Honorable Lomardo Aseret

Vote: 20 in Favor, 02 Opposed (Speaker Curley Not Voting)

------------------------------------- FAILED MOTIONS-======nemmmmmsmmmmemmmmmccemcmcee
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AMENDMENT #1

1.
2.

w

Page 1, line 15, after “"COUNCIL", insert SPECIAL

Page 3, line 26, insert new paragraph as follows:

B. _ Delegates attending a Navajo Nation Council Regular Session may receive sixty dollars
($60.00) per diem for each day official business is conducted. and mileage
reimbursement for use of a private vehicle at the rate established in the Navajo Nation
Travel Policy and Procedures Handbook, and amendments thereto.

Page 3, line 26, after “Council”, delete meetmg and insert Specnal Sessuon

Page 4, line 4, delete w - -

for and insert day of any Navajo Nation Council

On page 4, at line 26, insert new sentence as follows:_Those attending virtually assume the

location of where the meeting is physically held or the location from which the meeting_is

streamed. ,

Renumber or re-letter succeeding paragraphs or sections accordingly, if necessary; and this

amendment shall supersede inconsistent language contained in any other committee

amendment, which shall be conformed to the intent or language of this amendment. The

Office of Legislative Services, with notice to the sponsor(s) of the Legislation, is hereby

authorized to make necessary grammatical changes

Motioned by: Honorable Nathan Notah
Seconded by: Honorable Otto Tso
Vote: 06 in Favor, 16 Opposed (Speaker Curley Not Voting)

Page 2 of 2



NAVAJO NATION

202 7/20/2023
Navajo Nation Council Summer Session 04:00:27 PM
Amd# to Amd# Legislation 0147-23: Amending FAILED

MOT Johnson, C
SEC Aseret, L

Title 2 of the Navajo Nation
Code to Codify Virtual
Attendance by Council Delegate..

Yeas : 7 Nays : 15 Excused : 0 Not Voting : 1
Yea:7
Arviso, S Begay, H Crotty, A Simonson, G
Aseret, L Charles-Newton, E James, V
Nay : 15
Begay, N Jesus, B Notah, N Tolth, G
Claw, S Johnson, C Parrish, S Tso, O
Damon, S Nez, A Simpson, D Yazzie, C
Daniels, H Nez, R Slater, C
Excused : 0
Not Voting : 1
Yanito, C

Presiding Speaker: Curley, C



NAVAJO NATION

201 7/20/2023
Navajo Nation Council Summer Session 03:57:30 PM
Amd# to Amd# Cease Debate on Legislation PASSED

MOT James, V 0147-23

SEC Aseret, L

Yeas : 20 Nays : 2 Excused : 0 Not Voting : 1
Yea: 20
Arviso, S Damon, S Nez, A Simpson, D
Aseret, L Daniels, H Nez, R Slater, C
Begay, H James, V Notah, N Tolth, G
Charles-Newton, E Jesus, B Parrish, S Tso, O
Claw, S Johnson, C Simonson, G Yazzie, C
Nay: 2
Crotty, A . Begay, N
Excused : 0
Not Voting : 1
Yanito, C

Presiding Speaker: Curley, C



NAVAJO NATION

200 7/20/2023
Navajo Nation Council Summer Session ' 03:33:18 PM
Amd#1 to Amd# Page 1, Line 15, after "COUNCIL" FAILED
MOT Notah, N insert SPECIAL
SEC Tso, O Page 3, Line 26, Insert New

Paragraph as Follows:

Yeas : 6 Nays : 16 Excused : 0 Not Voting : 1
Yea:6
Arviso, S James, V Notah, N Tso, O
Daniels, H Nez, A
Nay : 16
Aseret, L Claw, S Johnson, C Simpson, D
Begay, H Crotty, A Nez, R Slater, C
Begay, N Damon, S Parrish, S Tolth, G
Charles-Newton, E Jesus, B Simonson, G Yazzie, C
Excused : 0
Not Voting : 1
Yanito, C

Presiding Speaker: Curley, C





