CJA-03-20

RESOLUTION OF THE
NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL
24'" NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - SECOND YEAR, 2020

AN ACTION

RELATING TO NAABIK’'IYATI' AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL;
CONFIRMING THE PROBATIONARY APPOINTMENT OF HON. TINA TSINIGINE AS
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE NAVAJO NATION SUPREME COURT

BE IT ENACTED:

SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY

A.

The Navajo Nation established the Law and Order Committee as a
Navajo Nation standing committee and as such gave the Law and
Order Committee authority to recommend to the Navajo Nation
President the probationary appointment of an Associate Justice
of the Supreme Court. 2 N.N.C. §§ 164 (A) (°2), 600 (A), 601
(B) (7) (a).

The Law and Order Committee delegated its responsibility and
authority to the Judicial Conduct Commission to screen
applicants and to recommend the probationary appointment of
judges and justices. LOCS-15-18.

The Naabik’iyati’ Committee is a standing committee of the
Navajo Nation Council. 2 N.N.C. § 700 (A). Pursuant to 2 N.N.C.
§ 164 (A) (9), a proposed resolution that requires final action
by the Navajo Nation Council must be assigned to the
Naabik’iyati’ Committee before it is considered by the Navajo
Nation Council,

The Judicial Conduct Commission made its recommendation to the
Navajo Nation President for Tina Tsinigine to be appointed as
a probationary Associate Justice of the Navajo Nation Supreme
Court. JCC-05-19.

The President of the Navajo Nation shall appoint the Chief
Justice, Associate Justices, and District Court Judges with
confirmation by the Navajo Nation Council from among those
applicants recommended by the Law and Order ([Judiciary]
Committee o©of the Navajo Nation Council. The Navajo Nation
Council shall confirm judicial appointments. 2 N.N.C. § 601
(B) (7)(b), 7 N.N.C. § 355 (A).
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SECTION TWO. FINDINGS

A. The Supreme Court of the Navajo Nation shall consist of the
Chief Justice of the Navajo Nation and two Asscciate Justices
of the Supreme Court. 7 N.N.C. § 301 (A).

B. The Chief Justice and the Associate Justices of the Supreme
Court, and all District Court Judges shall be appointed for a
probaticonary period of two years and upon permanent appointment
shall serve thereafter during goocd behavior. 7 N.N.C. § 355
(B) .

C. Hon. Tina Tsinigine, currently a Navajo Nation District Court
judge, is an enrolled member of the Navajo Nation and 1is an
applicant for appointment as Associate Justice. Judge
Tsinigine’s application and qualifications have been reviewed
by Judicial Conduct Commission, and she has been interviewed
by Judicial Conduct Commission. See JCC-05-19, attached hereto
as Exhibit A.

D. The Judicial Conduct Commission has determined that Judge
Tsinigine meets the qualifications for appointment as Navajo
Nation Associate Justice and has recommended her for
probationary appointment to the Navajo Nation President. Id.

E. The Navajo Nation President, after an interview of the
applicant, has appointed Judge Tsinigine as Navajo Nation
Associate Justice, subject to confirmation by the Navajo Nation
Council. See Appointment Letter and Qualification Documents
attached hereto as Exhibits B and C, respectively.

SECTION THREE. CONFIRMING PROBATIONARY APPOINTMENT

The Navajo Nation confirms the Honorable Tina Tsinigine as a
probationary Associate Justice of the Navajo Nation Supreme Court
for a period of two years from the date of this confirmation. 7
N.N.C. § 356 (A).

SECTION FOUR. NAVAJO NATION PRIVACY ACT
Confidential information within the application documents shall

remain protected except upon 1its authorized disclosure by the
appointee. 2 N,.N.C., § 81 et seqg.
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CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered
by the 24* Navajo Nation Council at a duly called meeting in Window
Rock, Navajo Nation (Arizona), at which a gquorum was present and
that the same was passed by a vote of 22 in Favor, and 00 Opposed,
on this 28th day of January 2020.

- >
Speaker

Motion: Honorable Amber Kanazbah Crotty
Second: Honorable Daniel E. Tso

Speaker Seth Damon not voting
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EXHIBIT

i A

JCC-05-19
RESOLUTION OF THE
JUDICIAL CONDUCT COMMISSION

FORWARDING TO THE NAVAJO NATION PRESIDENT NAMES OF APPLICANTS
FOR ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE NAVAJO NATION

BE IT ENACTED:
SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY.

A. Navajo Nation Supreme Court Justices are selected by appointment and confirmation.
See generally, 7 N.N.C. §355. The Law and Order Committee of the Navajo Nation
Council initially determines the qualifications of all applicants for judgeships. 2 N.N.C.
§601(B)(7) and 7 N.N.C. §355(A). The names of those deemed qualified are forwarded
to the President of the Navajo Nation for appointment. The appointments of the President
are subject to Navajo Nation Council confirmation.

B. The Law and Order Committee has delegated the responsibility and authority to the
Judicial Conduct Commission regarding the screening of applicants for and
recommendation of probationary appointment of judges and justices of the Navajo Nation
by Resolution LOCS-19-18.

C. The Navajo Nation President makes appointments for judge and justice positions, subject
to confirmation by the Navajo Nation Council.

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS.

A. To improve the quality and effectiveness of the justice system, the Navajo Nation Judicial
Branch needs to have a fully seated judiciary; however, there has been a vacant Associate
Justice position since October 2010. Two applicants have applied for this vacancy.

B. The applicants took the writing test as required by Title 7.

C. The Judicial Conduct Commission conducted the interview of the applicants on
December 7, 2019.

D. The Judicial Conduct Commission reviewed the applicants’ qualifications for judicial
appointment.

SECTION THREE. RECOMMENDATION FOR PROBATIONARY APPOINTMENT

A. The Judicial Conduct Commission recommends to the Navajo Nation President the
following names of applicants for Navajo Nation Supreme Court Associate Justice (in
order of the interview):

1. Tina Tsinigine

SECTION FOUR. DIRECTIVE.




The Judicial Branch Office of Human Resources shall immediately submit to the Navajo
Nation President all documents provided by the applicants recommended for the Associate
Justice position. Confidential information within application documents shall remain
protected except upon authorized disclosure by the applicant. 2 N.N.C. § 81 et seq. (2009)

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered by the Judicial Conduct
Commission at a duly called meeting at Twin Arrows Navajo Casino and Resort Conference
Room, Twin Arrows, Navajo Nation (Arizona), at which a quorum was present and that same
was passed by a vote of 2 in favor and 0 opposed this 8th day of December 2019.

ot Vi

Robert Yazzie, Chairman
Judicial Conduct Commission

Motion: Manley Begay
Second: Judy Apachee




THE NAVAJO NATION

3\ | I
2\ % A S
JONATHAN NEZ | PRESIDENT MYRON LIZER | VICE PRESIDENT "'},"" : “‘§
e
January 6, 2020
EXHIBIT
Hon. Tina Tsinigine a Qi g
PO Box

1
RE: Associate Justice Appointment

Dear Judge Tsinigine,

Thank you for your interest in serving as an Associate Justice for the Navajo Nation Supreme
Court. Throughout its 60 years the Navajo Nation Supreme Court has had many fine Justices who
paved the road in protecting the Nation’s sovereignty, jurisdiction, and authority; it is a valued
Navajo institution. We would like to ensure the Supreme Court carry on its role with well-qualified
jurist who regard the court decisions of the past while guiding the Nation in the future.

We appreciate the time you spent with us talking about your interest and experience in the legal
system. Your time as a District Court judge gives you the experience of knowing the issues brought
by our People and the court’s process and procedures that will help you in deciding cases that will
guide the Nation in the future. Based on our discussion in which we talked about your life growing
up on the Nation, your commitment to our Navajo culture and tradition, your educational
experience in acquiring your college degree and law school degree, and your 11 years of work
with the courts we believe you have the qualifications, the broad experience, and the fortitude to
recommend your appointment as an Associate Justice of the Navajo Nation Supreme Court.

Our recommendation will be forwarded to the Navajo Nation Council for final action. We wish
you the best. God bless you.

Sincerely,

-7 A/g vf”?m ;ﬁ%g,\_
Jonathan Nez, President Myrdn Lizer, Vice President
THE NAVAJO NATION THE NAVAJO NATION

POST OFFICE BOX 7440 | WINDOW ROCK, AZ 86515 | PHONE: (928) 871-7000 | FAX: (928) 871~ 4025




Current Position

Oct, 2017 — Present

References
Roderick Begay
Glen Renner
Lavonne K. Yazzie
Katherine Sisulak
Certificates
2008 — Present
2008 — Present
Education

Aug. 2004 — May 2007

Summer 2003

EXHIBIT

Tina Tsinigine ! .

Navajo Nation Judge Kayenta, Arizona
Kayenta Judicial District 86033
Post Office Box 2700

Navajo Nation Assistant Attorney General
Aneth Judicial District Staff Attorney, Retired (2019)
Kayenta Judicial District Court Administrator

Student Services Manager, Scottsdale Community College

State Bar of Arizona Active Member

Navajo Nation Bar Association Active Member

University of New Mexico Albuquerque, New Mexico
School of Law 87131

Juris Doctorate
* Indian Law Certificate
* Tribal Law Journal
* Law Student Externship — Spring 2006
Navajo Nation Supreme Court

University of New Mexico Albuquerque, New Mexico
Pre-Law Summer Institute 87131
» Federal Indian Law,
Top Student Award
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Aug. 2001 — May 2003

Jan. 1993 — May 2001

Jan. 1989 — Dec. 1992

Aug. 1985 — Dec. 1988

Aug. 1981 — May 1985

Past Employment

Aug. 2008 — Oct. 2017

Sept. 2007 — July 2008

Aug. 2007 - Dec. 2007

Summer 2005/2006

Jan. 2004 — Aug. 2004

University of Kansas
Masters of Arts
Indigenous Nations Studies

Arizona State University

Undeclared Graduate Student

Arizona State University
Bachelor of Arts
Mathematics

Mesa Community College
Liberal Arts

Tuba City High School
Diploma

Staff Attorney

Tuba City Judicial District
Post Office Box 725

(928) 606-0999

Associate Attorney

Navajo Hopi Legal Services
Post Office Box 2990

(928) 283-3300

Part time Instructor

Dine” College

Post Office Box 1716
= Navajo History

Law Student Intern

Navajo Hopi Legal Services
Post Office Box 2990

(928) 283-3300

Part-time Instructor
Dine’ College
Post Office Box 1716
(928) 283-5113
=  Mathematics
= Literature

Lawrence, Kansas
66045

Tempe, Arizona
85287

Tempe, Arizona
85287

Mesa, Arizona
85201

Tuba City, Arizona
86045

Tuba City, Arizona
86045

Tuba City, Arizona
86045

Tuba City, Arizona
86045

Tuba City, Arizona
86045

Tuba City, Arizona
86045
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Sept. 2003 — May 2004

Aug. 2001 — May 2003

July 1999 — June 2001

Aug. 1993 — June 1999

Substitute Teacher

Tuba City Unitied School District
Post Office Box 67

(928) 283-1000

Part-time Instructor

Haskell Indian Nations University
155 Indian Avenue

(785) 749-8404

Program Coordinator
Arizona State University
SUMS Institute
Department of Mathematics

High School Mathematics Instructor

Tuba City Unified School District
Post Office Box 67
(928) 283-1000

Tuba City, Arizona
86045

Lawrence, Kansas
66045

Tempe, Arizona
85287

Tuba City, Arizona
86045
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TROY EID NAVAJO NATION BAR ASSOCIATION, INC.

_-r*\} PRESOENT POST OFFICE BOX 690
LAVERNE GARNENEZ WINDOW ROCK, ARIZONA 86515
VICEPRESIIENT (928) 871-2211; FAX: (928) 871-2229
Jalia Castisigs E-MAIL: YOLANDA@NAVAJOLAW.INFO
Secretary Email: rmorris@navajolaw.info

Neomi Gilmore

BSITE: HTTPS: '
TREARURER WEBSITE: HTTPS/AWWW NAVAJOLAW.INFO

CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING

IN THE MATTER OF:
Tina Tsinigine
[, Ray Etcitty, Chairman of the Navajo Nation Bar Association, Inc. Admission
Committee do hereby certify that the above-named person was admitted to practice

before the Courts of the Navajo Nation on the _5th  day of November, 2007. The

above-named person is an active member in good standing with the Navajo Nation Bar

O

%

Association.

e
Dated at this /&~ day of September 2019.

e 2
Raymond € Etcitty 7

Chairperson of the Navajo Natjeh Bar Association. Inc.
Admission Committee
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STATE BAR
OFARIZONA

MEMBER » Tina Tsinigine
BAR NO.» 026011

i
STATUS B Judicial @£|
YEAR» 2019 (5] - |



255
Amd# to Amd#

MOT Crotty
SEC Tso, D

Yeas : 22 Nays
Yea: 22
Begay, E Daniels
Begay, K Freeland,
Begay, P Halona, P
Brown Henio, J
Charles-Newton James, V
Crotty Nez, R

Nay: 0

Excused : 0

Not Voting : 1

Slater, C

Presiding Speaker: Damon

NAVAJO NATION

1/28/2020
2020 WINTER SESSION 05:42:13 PM
Legislation 0009-20: Confirming PASSED

the Probationary Appointment of
Hon. Tina Tsinigine as Associate
Justice of the Navajo Nation...

:0 Excused : 0 Not Voting : 1
Smith Tso, E

M Stewart, W Walker, T
Tso Wauneka, E
Tso, C Yazzie
Tso, D Yellowhair



