
RESOLUTION OF THE 

RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

RDCAU-21-21 

24th Navajo Nation Council --- Third Year, 2021 

AN ACTION 

RELATING TO THE RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE; CONFIRMING 

THE NAVAJO NATION PRESIDENT'S APPOINTMENT OF MR. EARL TULLEY TO 

THE NAVAJO NATION WATER RIGHTS COMMISSION, FOR A TERM OF THREE 

(3) YEARS, AS THE CHINLE AGENCY COMMISSIONER

BE IT ENACTED: 

SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY 

A. The Resources and Development Committee is a standing 

committee of the Navajo Nation Council. 2 N.N.C. § 500 (A). 

B. The Resources and Development Committee has legislative

authority to grant final confirmation of appointments to

enterprise boards; Navajo Nation Water Rights Commission; and

entities under the authority of the Committee requiring

appointments. 2 N.N.C. § 501 (B) (9).

C. According to the Plan of Operation for the Navajo Nation Water

Rights Commission ( "NNWRC") , the President of the Navajo

Nation has authority to appoint two members to the NNWRC.

GSCAP-07-04, Subexhibit A, Article 5(A), attached as Exhibit

1.

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS 

A. Each NNWRC member shall serve for a four-year term pursuant

to the NNWRC Plan of Operation, approved by GSCAP-07-04,
Subexhibit A, Article 4 (C). Exhibit 1.

B. The President of the Navajo Nation is authorized to appoint

to the NNWRC one (1) Commission member from the Chinle Agency.

GSCAP-07-04, Subexhibit A, Article 5 (C). See Exhibit 1.

C. The Chinle Agency Commissioner position has been vacant since

November 20, 2020, and has been vacant beyond the sixty (60)

day appointment period afforded the President.

D. Mr. Earl Tulley fulfills the requirements for appointment as

the Chinle Agency Commissioner of the NNWRC. See Exhibit 2.
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E. The President of the Navajo Nation has appointed Mr. Earl

Tulley as the Chinle Agency Commissioner of the NNWRC. See

Exhibit 3.

F. It is in the best interest of the Navajo Nation that Mr. Earl

Tulley be appointed and confirmed as Commissioner of the

Chinle Agency for the NNWRC.

SECTION THREE. APPOINTMENT 

The Resources and Development Committee of the Navajo Nation 

Council hereby confirms the Navajo Nation President's appointment 

of Mr. Earl Tulley to the Navajo Nation Water Rights Commission. 

Mr. Tulley's appointment will begin upon confirmation by the 

Resources and Development Committee and end on November 19, 2023, 

fulfilling the remainder of a three-year term as provided for in 

the NNWRC Plan of Operation. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, hereby, certify that the following resolution was duly 

considered by the Resources and Development Committee of the 24 th

Navajo Nation Council at a duly called meeting held by a 

teleconference for which a quorum was present and that same was 

passed by a vote of 4 in favor, and O opposed, on this 18 th day of 

August 2021. 

Motion: 

Second: 

Mark A. Freeland, 

Pro Tempore Chairperson 

Resources and Development Committee 

of the 24 th Navajo Nation Council 

Honorable Rickie Nez 

Honorable Thomas Walker, Jr. 

Pro Tempore Chairperson Mark A. Freeland not voting. 
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EXHIBIT 

j 1_ 

GSCAP-07-04 

RESOLUTION OF THE 
GOVERNMENT SERVICES COMMITTEE 

20th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL-Second Year, 2004 

AN ACTION 

RELATING TO THE NAVAJO NATION WATER RIGHTS COMMISSION; 
AMENDING THE PLAN OF OPERATION FOR THE NAVAJO NATION 
WATER RIGHTS COMMISSION 

BE IT ENACTED: 

The Navajo Nation hereby amends the Plan of Operation for the Navajo 
Nation Water Rights Commission, attached hereto as Exhibit "A". 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered by the 
Government Services Committee of the Navajo Nation Council at a duly called 
meeting in LeChee, Navajo Nation (Arizona), at which a quorum was present and 
that same was passed by a vote of 4 in favor and O opposed, this 14th day of April 
2004. 

Motion: Leonard Teller 
Second: Orlanda S. Hodge 

l b t::&;.:.:_
Roy Laughte , Vice Chairperson 
Government Services Committee 



AJ'1ENDMENTS 

Navajo Nanon Water Rights Commission 

Plan of()peralion 

EXH I BIT"A" 

The Navajo Nation Council by Resolution CAP� 39-02 established the Navajo Nation Wat.er Rights Comrni5sion (herein 

referred to as "Conm1i$ion") in the Executive Branch of the Navajo Nation gova:rm:m. 

Thepuq:oseof1heComrnissionistoensuretbatthewaterrighlsoftheNavajoNationare�ypmsued.efrectivcly 

cocxdinared, and to enhance thecomrrrunicatioo between all entities engaged in wa!J:rrigblseffi:l1s on behalf of 1he 

Navajo Natioo. 

Article 3. Definitions 

As usedberein the following 1e!ms smll be defined.as: 

A "Appointaj.Members" meansihe five (5) membetsoflheCommmon who regesentthe Navajo public and 

are amqintedpursuantto Article 5 of this Planof�on. 

A:B. '�" means to oversee, directandcocn:linate. 

&.C. ''Wat.er Rights" mean the developrnent:. filingandaq.judication or settlement of claims in.any jurisdiction and 

sbal.l include 1he acquisition and develq,meat of \.vetvvater. 

Artide 4. Membership, Qualifications and T e.nn of Office 

A TheCommissionshallconsistofseven(7)members. Nole$tbanfive(5)oftbernemberssballbeerirolled 

mem.b::rs of the Navajo Tnbe. Tvvo of the cornmissiooets shall serve on the Commission by virtue of the 
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EXH I B IT"A" 

pogtion they occupy in the Navajo govemrneot; one (l)ofthepasitions shall be occupied by the Attomey 

Geoeralorsucces.50roftheNavajoNationandone(l)ofthe{XSitionssballbeoccupiedbytheDiredx:rcrthe 

�ofth:: l)eµ3rtmentotwater Resourcesof1he Divisial ofNaturalRerourtes of1he Navajo 

government Soch pa;itiom shall rave full membership andatihaityasamemberofthe Cornmmon 

B. The remaining :five{5) p:6itions shall be filled inaccoroance with the aJP)intrner:ltpocess ?OVidedin Article 5

in this Plan ofQ;eratioo, and they shall be member.; of the Navajo public representing each of the five (5) BIA

geographic agencies on the Navajo Nation.

C. Corrunmon members representing the Navajo public shall serve a renn of four (4) years and may be re­

�inted The firstapwintments baying been confinnedon November 19, 2002: tam, thereafterwille;q,ire

ooNovember 19 oftheaq,ropriate vear.

D. Aoc,qinted C�on members shall retain !heir positions until such time� his'bfrS1..1COO;SOris appointed and

coofirmed. 

!)._,t, In oroerto era.ire continuity, at the fustmeeting of the COIDnn$ion the five (5) COIIl1ri$ioners ai.:pointed 

p.nsuant to Article 4 shall draw lol5 furtreir initial tmns, two terms shall be fix a ooe (I) yearpaiod, two terms

shall be foratwo(2)yeartam period, and one tennsball be forafuree(3)yeari:mod. At1he conclusion of 

these initial terms all terms shall be afouryeari::e:ioci 

Bf. No elected official from any government (stnte, county, federal, cil.yortriool) shall beeligtble nxawomtment 

Article 5. Appointments and Confirmations 

A The Speaker of the Navajo Nation Cooncil shall appoint two (2) m:::rnretS; the Presideatof1he Navajo Nation 

sballaw;>inttwo(2)tn!mbers;andtheO:lief.Just:ireoftheNavajoNationsball�ooe(l)�. 

B. The Gar� SEF;.'ices Resources Committee of the Navajo Nation Council shall coofinn the five(S)

appointed Cemmissioo metnre'.s KptcscnbHg !he Na;ajo pt!blie foll.own:lga�by the

� �oftheNavajoNatioa Council.
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Date: 

RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

24TH NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 

THIRD YEAR 2021 

ROLL CALL 
VOTE TALLY SHEET 

Legislation # 0163-21: An Action Relating to Resources and Development; 
Confirming the Navajo Nation President's Appointment of Mr. Earl Tulley to the 
Navajo Nation Water Rights Commission, for a Term of Three (3) Years, as the 
Chinle Agency Commissioner. Sponsor: Honorable Kee Allen Begay, Jr 

August 18, 2021 - Regular Meeting (Teleconference) 
Location: Resources and Development Committee members called in via teleconference from 

their location within the boundary of the Navajo Nation. 

Main Motion: 
Motion: Rickie Nez S: Thomas Walker, Jr. V: 4-0-1 (PTCNV) 
In Favor Kee Allen Begay Jr., Wilson C. Stewart, Jr., Herman M. Daniels, and Rickie Nez 
Excuse: Thomas Walker, Jr. 
Not Voting: Presiding Pro Tern Chairperson Mark A. Freeland 

�� 
Honorable Mark A. Freeland, Presiding Pro Tern Chairperson 
Resources and Development Committee 

��� 
Sharnmie Begay, Legislam 
Office of Legislative Services 
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